
P E A R S O N

Social Studies
Grades K–5

The Common 
Core Solution!

NEW!

COMMON CORE STANDARDS ALIGNED



The program starts with  
the myStory Spark which  
allows students to write  
an opinion piece using  
the Essential Question. 
Students will use their  
own authentic writing to 
make a personal connection.

CHAPTER 
OPENER

Story Sparkmy

140

What is worth fighting for? 
Describe an idea or a group that you support. Then write about
how you show your support for the group or idea.

 

The American Revolution

Ch
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Cannon on display at Valley 
Forge, Pennsylvania

Student answers should include information 
about an idea or group they support and how they 
support it.
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The myStory Video and  
corresponding print selection 
build background before 
reading. At grades K-2,  
students have a chapter  
song to preview the  
chapter content.

Story Videomy

Lesson 1 Tensions With Britain 
Lesson 2 The Colonists Rebel 
Lesson 3 Declaring Independence
Lesson 4 On the Battlefield and at Home
Lesson 5 Winning Independence
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Samuel Adams speaking at 
Harvard College

Samuel Adams
Champion of Liberty

The American Revolution was a war fought for liberty. It was 
a war that sparked greatness in a few ordinary people. George 
Washington is known as a heroic general. Thomas Jefferson 
is remembered for writing the Declaration of Independence 
and Paul Revere for warning of a British invasion. However, 
decades before the battles of the revolution, one man in Boston 
organized the movement that started the fight for liberty. He 
never used force against the British, but the British called 
him “the most dangerous man in Massachusetts.” His fellow 
countrymen called him “the father of American independence.” 
His name was Samuel Adams.

As a young man, Samuel looked more like a poor student 
than a dangerous revolutionary. After grammar school in his 
hometown of Boston, Massachusetts, he attended Harvard 
College and graduated at age seventeen.

In the 1700s, it was not unusual to have such an early start 
on a college education. Adams’s family hoped he would become 
a minister, but he showed an interest only in politics. He loved to 
go around town debating how the colonies should be governed.
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Students draw on  
information by  
interacting in  
order to aid in text 
comprehension.

LESSON 
EXAMPLE
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Great Britain had won the French and Indian War. 
As a result, Great Britain gained a huge amount of land 
in North America. However, it also gained a huge debt, 
which meant that it owed money. Britain also needed to 
send thousands of soldiers to North America to protect the  
new lands. Where would the British get money to pay for 
these troops and repay its debt?

Trouble Over Taxes
Leaders in Great Britain decided to tax American 

colonists to pay for part of the debt. The money raised 
from taxing colonists would also help pay the costs of 
defending the colonies.  

George III was king of Great Britain and supported the 
idea of taxing colonists. So did many members of Britain’s 
law-making assembly, Parliament (PAHR luh munt), 
which makes Britain’s laws. The members of Parliament 
represented different areas in Great Britain. To them, the 
tax seemed fair. 

In 1765, Parliament passed the Stamp Act. This law 
placed a tax on paper products in the colonies, such as 
legal documents, newspapers, and even playing cards. 
When the colonists bought these items they would have to 
buy a stamp.

1. Circle the part of the stamp that shows it is from a royal 
government.

This political cartoon shows the British colonies as 
separate parts of a snake.

Tensions 
With 
Britain

Lesson 1

The Stamp Act required  
that stamps like this  
be placed on all  
printed materials.
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Students apply non-fiction 
reading skills with graphic 
organizers at point-of-use 
in the text.

Great Britain is in debt because of the 
French and Indian War.

Colonists protest, “No taxation  
without representation!”

Cause Effect

Taxing the American Colonies
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Draw what the cartoon might look like if the colonies 
worked together, united. Write a new caption.

No Taxation Without Representation!
When the colonists learned about the Stamp Act, they 

complained. None of Parliament’s representatives came 
from the American colonies. Since colonists had no 
representatives in Parliament, they thought Parliament 
should not tax them. A common cry in the colonies was, 
“No taxation without representation!”

I will know that the 
colonists believed that fighting 
against unfair laws was worth 
the risk.

Vocabulary

UN
LOCK

debt
congress
repeal

effigy
boycott
tariff

2.   Cause and Effect Fill in the missing cause and effect.
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Gaining superhero status in the social studies  
and Common Core classroom!

The Common Core State Standards are designed to prepare students to be college and career ready.  
What better way to get students ready for the world outside their classroom than through Social  
Studies instruction? Social Studies is the study of who we’ve been and where we are going—it’s  
essential to the 21st century classroom and in achieving the Common Core State Standards.  
 

THE PROBLEM: Social Studies is essential, but who has the time?
In the elementary classroom, the time available for Social Studies instruction has diminished. As educators,  
we see the value and effect that civic and social studies education provides for students, but we are  
constantly in a balancing act and barely have time to fit Social Studies into our jam-packed day. The  
hardest part is that Social Studies is a key part of the Common Core Standards as well. Unless you’re  
a superhero, how is one person supposed to get this all done? 

THE SOLUTION: Teach Social Studies, Literacy, and the Common Core all in one!   
Problem solved, and superhero status complete with myWorld Social Studies, Pearson’s NEW Social  
Studies curriculum for grades K–6! myWorld Social Studies is fully integrated into the Common Core  
State Standards—it’s also designed to be used during your reading time!  
  

myWorld Social Studies is intimately connected and aligned to literacy instruction and utilizes content- 
specific vocabulary and the research-based interactive student worktext model to build reading and  
writing skills within the context of the student’s Social Studies text. The program’s integration into  
reading and the Common Core Standards is done automatically, helping to reduce teacher prep time. 

Common Core alignment within the  
myWorld Social Studies interactive text.



GOT IT? 
LESSON  
REVIEW

REVIEW & 
ASSESSMENT

Non-fiction leveled readers have 
students explore biographies of 
people who shaped America.

Students will use their 
speaking and listening 
skills with engaging  
activity cards.

myStory Book digital writing 
tool allows students to use  
technology to write and  
collaborate with others.

myWorld  

Social Studies

Grade 2

SocBro112490MyStoryBookSampleNAT.indd   1 7/6/11   6:20 PM

The student atlas helps 
students to use maps  
as primary sources to  
investigate the world.

Course materials, interactive presentations, videos, whiteboard  
activities, vocabulary apps, and more available digitally!  

Students will draw context  
from the informational  
text to understand  
academic vocabulary  
highlighted throughout  
the text.

Students end each lesson by applying  
the chapter reading skill. They also combine 
the personal connection they made in the 
myStory Spark with the lesson content  
and summarize them in the Got It?  
lesson review them into a myStory Idea.

LESSON 
EXAMPLE

Map need to 
be placed on 
Documentum 
and linked
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Patrick Henry

The Colonists Take Action
Patrick Henry was a young lawyer from Virginia. He 

opposed the Stamp Act. He gave a powerful speech to 
Virginia’s lawmakers. Parliament had no right to tax the 
colonists, he argued.

Other leaders agreed with Henry. In October 1765, 
representatives from nine colonies met in New York City. They 
included lawyers, farmers, and businesspeople. The meeting 
they held was called the Stamp Act Congress. A congress 
is a formal meeting. It can also be a law-making body. The 
Congress asked Parliament to repeal, or cancel, the Stamp Act. 

Individual colonists also opposed the Stamp Act. A group 
in Boston, called the Sons of Liberty, organized protests. Other 
groups formed throughout the colonies, taking actions that 
frightened the people who sold the stamps, called stamp 
agents. These groups burned stamps, threatened stamp 
agents, and sometimes attacked the agents’ homes. In Boston, 
protestors created an effigy, or a life-sized puppet, of the 
local stamp agent and hung it from a tree. Soon no one was 
willing to sell the stamps.

In addition, some merchants, people who buy  
and sell goods for profit, decided to boycott  
British goods. Boycotts take place 
when people act together and refuse  
to use or buy something. The colonists’  
goal was to hurt British trade. By 1766,  
their actions worked. Parliament repealed  
the Stamp Act. 

3. This image shows protestors carrying an  
effigy of a stamp agent. Label the effigy 
and the protestors. Then write why the 
colonists are protesting.

The colonists didn’t believe 
that Parliament had the 
right to tax them.

effigy

protestors
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Townshend Acts Repealed, Mostly
The boycotts were successful. Many British 

merchants lost money. In an attempt to limit 
the protests, the British government sent 
warships and troops to Boston Harbor in 1768.

The troops did not stop the colonists, 
and the British merchants continued to lose 
money. They asked Parliament to repeal the 
Townshend Acts. In 1770, Parliament agreed. It 
repealed all of the taxes except a tax on tea.

Though American colonists had won a 
victory over the British Parliament, problems 
remained. Tea was still taxed, British troops 
were still in Boston, and colonists were still angry. 
In the next few years, the trouble got worse.

British warships landed troops in 
Boston in 1768.

6.  Cause and Effect What was the effect of British taxation on the colonists?

7.   Your family runs a printing shop. Write a letter to a friend in Great
Britain telling him or her how your family feels about the Stamp Act.

Stop! I need help with  

Wait! I have a question about  

Go! Now I know  

Story Ideasmy

Letters may tell that the family opposes the Stamp Act 
because it increases costs for the family. Letters may also 
object to taxation without representation.

Colonists protested and began cooperating with each 
other to boycott taxed goods.

 Discuss content students need help with.

        Pause to answer students’ questions.

Help students self-assess their learning.
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After every small, manageable 
chunk of text, students are  
asked to stop and comprehend 
what they read, complete  
activities, and recall relevant 
information all while journaling 
within their text.  

At the end of each chapter, students 
transfer their personal connections 
and the chapter content they learned 
by completing a standards-based,  
performance-based writing prompt.

Story Bookmy

While you’re online, check out the myStory 
Current Events area where you can create 
your own book on a topic that’s in the news. 

Go online to write and illustrate 
your own myStory Book using the 
myStory Ideas from this chapter.
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What is worth fighting for?

The story of the American Revolution begins with colonists protesting 
unfair treatment by the British. In the Declaration of Independence 
the colonists stated the ideas they thought were worth fighting for. 
These included justice, equality, responsibility, and freedom. 

Think about ways people choose to fight for these ideas. List your 
examples.

Draw an image that shows one of your examples.

The list might include protests, peaceful 
demonstrations, or “voting with dollars” by  
supporting businesses and organizations that  
promote these rights. 

Image might show any of the examples listed above.

183

W.5.6. Use 
technology for 
writing and 
collaborating.
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Common Core coverage throughout all  
components of the program!



LEARN MORE!   Visit PearsonSchool.com/myWorldSocialStudies  
  to view digital samples.

READING INFORMATIONAL TEXTS WRITING
Refer to details and examples in a text when explaining  
what the text says explicitly and when drawing inferences  
from the text.

Write opinion pieces on topics or texts, supporting  
a point of view with reasons and information.

Determine the main idea of a text and explain how  
it is supported by key details; summarize the text.

Write informative/explanatory texts to examine  
a topic and convey ideas and information clearly.

Explain events, procedures, ideas, or concepts in a  
historical, scientific, or technical text, including what  
happened and why, based on specific information  
in the text.

Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences  
or events using effective technique, descriptive details,  
and clear event sequences.

Determine the meaning of general academic and  
domain-specific words or phrases in a text relevant  
to a grade topic or subject area.

Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development  
and organization are appropriate to task, purpose, and  
audience. (Grade-specific expectations for writing types  
are defined in standards 1–3 above.)

Describe the overall structure (e.g., chronology, comparison,  
cause/effect, problem/solution) of events, ideas, concepts,  
or information in a text or part of a text.

With guidance and support from peers and adults,  
develop and strengthen writing as needed by planning,  
revising, and editing.

Compare and contrast a firsthand and secondhand  
account of the same event or topic; describe the  
differences in focus and the information provided.

With some guidance and support from adults, use technology,  
including the Internet, to produce and publish writing as  
well as to interact and collaborate with others; demonstrate  
sufficient command of keyboarding skills to type a minimum  
of one page in a single sitting.

Interpret information presented visually, orally, or  
quantitatively (e.g., in charts, graphs, diagrams, time  
lines, animations, or interactive elements on Web pages)  
and explain how the information contributes to an  
understanding of the text in which it appears.

Conduct short research projects that build knowledge  
through investigation of different aspects of a topic.

Explain how an author uses reasons and evidence  
to support particular points in a text.

Recall relevant information from experiences or gather  
relevant information from print and digital sources;  
take notes and categorize information, and provide  
a list of sources.

Integrate information from two texts on the same  
topic in order to write or speak about the subject  
knowledgeably.

Draw evidence from literary or informational texts  
to support analysis, reflection, and research.

By the end of year, read and comprehend informational  
texts, including history/social studies, science, and technical  
texts, band proficiently, with scaffolding as needed at the  
high end of the range.

Write routinely over extended time frames (time for research,  
reflection, and revision) and shorter time frames (a single sitting  
or a day or two) for a range of discipline-specific tasks, purposes,  
and audiences.
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The myWorld Social Studies program has been created to  
address the Common Core Standards for English Language Arts.
The following standards are addressed throughout the program.


