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Executive Summary
Across the nation, the anticipated adoption of the Common 

Core State Standards for Literacy and for Mathematics 

represents a foundational change in K-12 instruction . For 

the first time, many students throughout the United States 

will be held to the same knowledge expectations in these two 

areas . The goal of this common course of study in literacy and 

mathematics is to help ensure that all U .S . students acquire the 

critical knowledge and skills necessary to succeed in college—

and in their careers—regardless of the state or district they live 

in, or the school they attend .
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Pearson’s Solutions

Curriculum
Content

& Instruction

(Pre-K – College)

School Design
& Improvement

Teacher Education
& Development

Assessment
& Information

Pearson is uniquely qualified to bring to its partners premier 

Pre-K through College curriculum, teacher education and 

development, school design and improvement expertise, 

and the nation’s finest assessment capabilities—all supported 

by innovations in learning technologies .
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AS SCHOOL DISTRICTS PLAN for the implementation of the 
new Common Core State Standards, Pearson recognizes the  
important challenges that await school personnel:

 ■ Training teachers to teach a redefined course of study 
  that supposes a nuanced understanding of concepts and  
  pedagogical skills

 ■ Adopting high-quality instructional materials that fully 
  align to all of the concepts and skills of the Common Core  
  State Standards

 ■ Educating parents, business leaders, and community 
  members on the purpose, aim, and content of the  
  new standards

 ■ Measuring student progress towards mastery of the 
  redefined course of study and ensuring their success  
  on state assessments 

The effective implementation of any one of these changes  
requires a firm commitment from all involved; the collective 
implementation poses a great challenge that could stretch the 
resources of most districts, potentially compromising the  
effectiveness of any one of the reform goals . 

Pearson understands not just the importance of these reform  
efforts, but the difficulty of effective implementation of any  
reform . To assist schools in their concerted efforts to strengthen 
the educational opportunities of all students, Pearson offers  
comprehensive support to district personnel for each and all  
of the reform challenges that the Common Core State Standards  
may present .
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Specifically, Pearson provides:

■ Tailored professional development offerings to support teachers 
 through the adoption and implementation of the Common Core State  
 Standards in their classrooms . With these resources, teachers will  
 feel ready to teach effectively to the new standards .

■ Community outreach so that parents and families understand the 
 importance of adopting the Common Core State Standards and the  
 impact they will have on children’s long-term success . Pearson’s tools  
 for ongoing home connections provide a unique opportunity for  
 school districts personnel to engage all of their stakeholders .

■ High-quality instructional materials that are available 
 immediately . Pearson’s programs, grounded in research and validated  
 by empirical studies, reflect current thinking on learning, cognition,   
 and effective pedagogy . As states complete their Common Core State  
 Standards adoption process, Pearson is committed to providing  
 all additional resources necessary to ensure complete and  
 comprehensive coverage of states’ revised learning standards .  

 Adopting new instructional materials in advance of new learning  
 standards may seem counterintuitive . However, all of Pearson’s  
 programs carry Pearson’s promise of complete and comprehensive  
 coverage . School district personnel can be confident that instructional  
 materials bought today will continue to be relevant tomorrow .  Further,  
 Pearson’s extensive professional development offerings can accelerate  
 teacher comfort with these new materials, freeing teachers to devote more  
 energy to understanding and implementing the revised learning standards .

■  Progress monitoring resources across our programs provide teachers, 
parents, and administrators with a complete picture of student improvement 
—including monitoring student progress towards mastering requisite  
concepts and skills in advance of state testing .  

 Pearson has brought these offerings together to help you manage  
 this important change . We stand with you at this time of transition .

Instructional
Materials

Community
Outreach

Progress
Monitoring

Professional
Development
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Pearson’s Promise
Pearson has the experience and resources to holistically 

support our district partners and ensure success in this time of 

transition . Professional development for implementing the new 

standards, powerful tools to reach all stakeholders, instructional 

materials that evolve on each district’s timeline, and progress 

monitoring to provide a quick, but comprehensive view of 

student performance will combine in a uniquely effective way 

to help you realize a seamless and successful transition to the 

Common Core State Standards .
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Professional Development
The Common Core State Standards represent a significant 

redefinition of  instruction in the United States . Expectations 

for teachers in terms of both content and pedagogical skills, have 

never been higher . Pearson stands ready to provide professional 

development around the Common Core State Standards that can 

help teachers refine and enhance both their content expertise and 

their teaching skills, and ultimately prepare students for success . 

Pearson’s Common Core Professional Development will focus on 

areas critical for teacher success .
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Math

FOUNDATIONAL MATHEMATICS CONCEPTS embedded in the
Common Core State Standards for Mathematics . Pearson’s offerings will allow 
teachers to strengthen their knowledge base in mathematics . These offering will 
focus on the foundational mathematics that underlie the concepts that are part  
of the Common Core State Standards .

    Topics will include the following

  ■ Numbers: Counting and Cardinality; Base-Ten Computation; 
   Quantity and Measurement; Operations and the Problems They  
   Solve; Fractions; Ratios and Proportional Relationships;  
   The Number System 

  ■ Geometry: Shapes; Coordinate Geometry; Geometry

  ■ Algebra: Expressions and Equations; Functions and 
   The Situations They Model

  ■ Data: Statistics; Probability

PRACTICAL TEACHING STRATEGIES to help teachers and students succeed . 
Pearson will offer teachers opportunities to acquire teaching strategies that can 
help their students succeed on common assessments . The Common Core State 
Standards for Mathematics place a greater emphasis on mastery of fewer math 
concepts and skills at each grade level in Kindergarten through Grade 8 and 
some teachers may need support in developing lessons that provide the depth of 
understanding required by the new standards .

    Some topics in this series include

  ■ Building Blocks: Teaching Operations from a Base-Ten Perspective

  ■ Breaking It Up: Operations with Fractions  

  ■ Drilling Down: Looking at Decimals in Greater Depth

  ■  Expressing and Equating: Algebraic Foundations

  ■  What Does It Mean?: Way to Interpret and Analyze Data
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Literacy

OUR COMMITMENT TO K–12 ALIGNMENT IN LITERACY PROFESSIONAL 

DEVELOPMENT The Common Core State Standards for Literacy provide a 
framework for educating literate individuals in the 21st century, and Pearson is 
committed to these goals . To support comprehensive K–12 alignment, Pearson’s 
professional development offerings will be rooted in:

 ■  A unified scope and sequence to anchor a K–12 curriculum where skills 
and strategies spiral and build in complexity, supporting the explicit and 
systematic instruction that will serve the Common Core State Standards .

 ■  A strong K–12 authorship team with a deep commitment to reading and 
literacy that puts scientifically-based research into practice and provides 
pedagogical integrity across K–12 .

 ■  A coherent K–12 path that facilitates knowledge-building, supports text 
complexity and writing instruction, and fosters higher-order thinking 
skills through sustained concept development .

THE FOUNDATIONS OF THE STRANDS OF LITERACY The Scientifically-
based Reading Research (SBRR) that informs all Pearson reading and literacy 
program development puts us in good stead to serve the new K–12 Common 
Core State Standards for Literacy . In fact, many of the program experts we have 
relied on wrote and reviewed what will now drive instruction across our nation . 
Pearson is poised to align and serve the tenets of the standards, making them 
achievable for teachers in the areas of emphasis: Reading, Writing, Speaking and 
Listening, and Language .

TEACHING STRATEGIES USING THE NEW COMMON CORE STATE  

STANDARDS The Common Core State Standards identify a set of skills that 
are tightly focused and increasingly complex while progressing through the 
grade levels .  Pearson has begun development of targeted modules for K-12 
teachers to meet these new requirements .  

   Topics may include the following, tailored for both teachers 
and administrators:

 ■  Reading:  Text Complexity, Readers, and Tasks

 ■  Writing:  The Role of Argument 

 ■  Speaking and Listening:  Oral Language Development

 ■  Language:  Unlocking Text Through Knowledge of Grammar and Usage
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Community Outreach
Parent and Community support for this timely reform effort  

will be an essential contributor to its successful implementation . 

To ensure this support, Pearson encourages community dialogue 

to help both parents and community leaders understand the 

importance of adopting the Common Core State Standards and  

the anticipated benefit to students' academic success .

Pearson offers information-sharing opportunities to school 

districts so they can expand their outreach to the community . 

These resources, readily available online, will help educate both 

school and non-school community members on the important 

goals of the Common Core State Standards initiative . 

PearsonSchool.com

@Pearson
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CommonCoreAnswers.com

PearsonSchool.com

FAQ

@Pearson

www.CommonCoreAnswers.com
Pearson's CommonCoreAnswers .com is specifically devoted 
to the dissemination of information about the Common 
Core State Standards . The web site will provide updates on 
the reform effort, including state implementation plans,  
new state standards built from the Common Core State 
Standards, and news briefs on common assessment plans . 

On the web site, school district personnel can access  
resources to use in their community outreach efforts,  
including a community-facing presentation that school  
and district personnel can use to explain Common Core 
State Standards to their constituents . 

CommonCoreAnswers .com will  also host an Ask an  
Expert forum where Pearson authors, leaders in their fields 
and advisors to the Common Core State Standards group, 
will answer questions regarding the Common Core State 
Standards .  

PearsonSchool .com will have links to Pearson's  
CommonCoreAnswers .com, making it easier for teachers to  
find updated information and resources to share with their  
students' parents .  These links will be included on state- 
specific pages on PearsonSchool .com .

Pearson will also use its Twitter feed and Facebook page  
to distribute Common Core State Standard news, articles, 
and other relevant information .
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Instructional Materials
Pearson will provide current users with complete instructional 

support as they transition to a Common Core State Standards-

based curriculum . This phased support will guarantee quality 

instructional materials every year as school personnel migrate 

from a curriculum based on current state standards to a 

curriculum that embraces all of the concepts and skills that 

make up the Common Core State Standards .
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Math

Spring & Summer 2010

What are the challenges of the standards? What content is new? What 
instructional strategies will be effective to address the Common Core State 
Standards content? How does your present program translate into the new 
Common Core Standards?

Pearson Mathematics Solutions K-12 will offer online information  
about the unique approaches to content and instruction contained  
in the Common Core State Standards for Mathematics . It will include  
correlations of current Pearson programs to the Common Core State  
Standards for Mathematics with access to Common Core Standards 
Activities online . These Activities, developed for all grade levels, will 
help focus instruction toward these new goals .

2010 – 2011 Academic Year

How can teachers prepare their students for the coming years? In some states, 
Common Core State Standards will shift the grade placement of specific   
content. What topics should teachers focus on this year so that students are 
prepared for new expectations in the fall of 2011? 

Pearson’s Common Core Math Adaptation Kit will further help teachers 
get their students ready to learn in a Common Core Math Standards 
classroom . The Kit will provide teachers with an analysis of what students 
in each grade are expected to know in a Common Core Math Standards 
classroom in the fall of 2011 . It will also offer Common Core Standards 
Activities in print, a comprehensive set of activities that teachers can use 
with any Pearson mathematics program . These activities will be designed 
to prepare students for the critical shifts in the grade-level placement of 
content they may face the following year . 

2011 – 2012 Academic Year

This is the year that the Common Core State Standards are expected to be 
implemented . In some states students may also face new assessments based 
on the standards . You can count on Pearson to continue to provide  
authentic, embedded standards-based test prep and practice to help align 
instruction with specific assessment formats .

Phase 1

Phase 2

Phase 3
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Literacy

Spring & Summer 2010

What are the challenges of the standards? What content is new? What 
instructional strategies will be effective to address the Common Core State 
Standards content? How does your present program translate into the new 
Common Core Standards?

The Common Core Standards are comprised of goals across the domains 
of Reading, Writing, Speaking and Listening, and Language . Pearson  
Literacy Solutions K-12 is developing in-depth correlations and  
alignments that capture how the Pearson line serves these new standards . 
Common Core Standards Activities across grade levels focus instruction 
toward these new goals .

2010 – 2011 Academic Year

How can teachers prepare their students for the coming years? In some states, 
Common Core State Standards will shift the grade placement of specific 
content. What topics should teachers focus on this year so that students are 
prepared for new expectations in the fall of 2011?

The Common Core State Standards recommend spiraling text complexity 
as one part of the implementation process .  For the 2010–2011 academic 
year, you will be able to use existing literature and informational selections 
in your Pearson resources . Pearson will provide materials with standard-by-
standard instruction and practice to ensure that students become familiar 
with and adept at meeting all new Common Core State Standards for 
Literacy . 

2011 – 2012 Academic Year

This is the year that the Common Core State Standards are expected to be 
implemented . In some states students may also face new assessments based 
on the standards . You can count on Pearson to continue to provide  
authentic, embedded standards-based test prep and practice to help align 
instruction with specific assessment formats .

Phase 1

Phase 2

Phase 3
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Progress Monitoring
Another key element of successfully implementing the 

Common Core State Standards is monitoring students’ 

progress towards achieving mastery of the Common Core 

State Standards . Teachers and school administrators need 

tools to assess individual student progress towards mastery of 

content expectations in order to respond with the appropriate 

instructional resources . They also need support to transition 

to new state-wide assessments that are aligned to the Common 

Core State Standards . Pearson offers the continuum of support 

integral to districts’ successful transition to Common Core 

State Standards-based assessments . 
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MathXL®

for School

Success 
Tracker™

AIMSweb®

Embedded progress monitoring on Common Core  
State Standards

SuccessTracker™, a formative assessment and remediation system, is an 
integral component of each Pearson program . The system offers state-
specific benchmark assessments and automatic remediation to individual 
students, both of which will be updated to reflect Common Core State 
Standards .

Response-to-Intervention (RTI) monitoring

Monitoring students who are at risk becomes even more critical  
during this transition time . AIMSweb® is an assessment and web-based 
data management system that provides the framework for any RTI  
implementation . AIMSweb provides multiple assessments designed  
to benchmark the skills of students in K-8 and to monitor their progress 
towards mastery of these skills . Aligned to Pearson’s curriculum  
programs, AIMSweb links teachers to the right instructional resource 
when intervention is needed . 

Item-level analysis personalized for each student

Teachers are able to track student- and class-level data for each online  
math  homework, quiz, or test assigned inside MathXL® for School . 
From time spent on each exercise to progress made by each student  
in their personalized Study Plans, the data-driven reporting in MathXL® 
for School gives teachers the tools they need to ensure that students are  
on track .




