
Lesson 4 Review

Use with Pages 30–33.

Directions: Finish the sentences. Then label
your town or city on the map. 

Home Activity: Using the map on this page,
have your child point out the three countries
and the three bodies of water represented.

Name 

8 Lesson Review Workbook

Our State and Our Country

Write to finish each sentence.

The name of my state is .

A state that borders my state is .

A state on the border of Canada is . 

A state on the border of Mexico is .

Label your town or city on the map.

N

S

W E

MEXICO

CANADA

Gulf of�
Mexico

Pacific�
Ocean

Atlantic�
Ocean

The United States
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Lesson 3 Review

Use with Pages 24–27.

Directions: Top: Circle the answers to each
question. Bottom: Draw a picture of a rural
community.

Home Activity: Talk with your child about the
type of community in which you live. Make a
list of the features that identify your community
as urban, suburban, or rural. 

Name 

Comparing Communities

Circle the correct answers.

What two things do you find in an urban community?

cows skyscrapers subway

What two things would you NOT find in a suburb? 

farms houses corn fields

Draw a picture of a rural community.
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Lesson 2 Review

Use with pages 16–19.

Directions: Top: Look at the two pictures.
Circle two things not in your community.
Color two things that are also found in your
community. Bottom: Write your answer to
the question.

Home Activity: With your child, look through
the headlines and advertisements in a local
newspaper. Talk about the diversity in your
community that these headlines and
advertisements show. 

Name 

Workbook Lesson Review 5

A Walk Through a Community 

Circle two things NOT in your community.
Color two things in your community.

Write your answer.
How do you say food in Spanish? 
(Hint: What does a grocery store sell?)
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Community 
Helpers

Scott Foresman Reading Street 2.5.1

Genre
Comprehension

Skills and Strategy

Expository 
nonfi ction

• Main Idea

•  Compare and 
Contrast

•  Text Structure

by Marianne Lenihan
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Suggested levels for Guided Reading, DRA,™ 
Lexile,® and Reading Recovery™ are provided 
in the Pearson Scott Foresman Leveling Guide.

Fun Facts

by Donna Foley

Scott Foresman Social Studies 

• The first subway system in the United States 
was built in Boston.

• New York City has the highest population 
in the United States.

• Most cities have at least one daily 
newspaper.
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Communities 
All Over

Genre
Comprehension

Skill
Text Feature

Nonfi ction Context and Picture 
Clues

Glossary
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Scott Foresman Reading Street 2.6.3

by Marilyn Greco

Suggested levels for Guided Reading, DRA,™ 
Lexile,® and Reading Recovery™ are provided 
in the Pearson Scott Foresman Leveling Guide.

Genre
Comprehension

Skills and Strategy
Text Features

Narrative 
nonfi ction

• Draw Conclusions

•  Compare and 
Contrast

• Summarize

• Captions

• Glossary

• Headings

• Map

Where We Live

UNIT 

1

 Where We Live 1

Objectives

Describe a neighborhood  ●

and understand why laws are 
important.
Recognize diversity in  ●

communities.
Compare and contrast  ●

rural, urban, and suburban 
communities.
Locate states on a map and  ●

identify state symbols.
EQ: ●  Explain the people and 
places that make a community 
special.

Essential Question: 
What makes a 
community special?

Unit Resource Guide

Social Studies Resources
Scott Foresman Social Studies:  ● pp. 2–3, 8–9, 
16–19, 24–27, 30, 32, 47

Reading and 
Content Support 

Scott Foresman  ●

Reading Street: 
“The Twin Club,” 
Grade 2, Unit 1, 
Week 1 
Leveled Readers:  ●

These readers 
focus on diversity 
in communities and 
cultural awareness.

Blackline Masters 
A Walk Through a Community (p. 6) ●

Comparing Communities (p. 7) ●

Our State and Our Country (p. 8) ●
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Make Learning Meaningful 
Make Connections 
Listed below are some key concepts that children will encounter in this unit about 
where we live. As you proceed with the unit, focus your discussion toward the 
development of these concepts.

Laws keep neighborhoods safe and clean. ●

There are many kinds of communities. ●

Rural, urban, and suburban communities have similarities and differences. ●

States can be located on a map and have special symbols. ●

To have students begin to consider the Essential Question, introduce the song 
“Places Where We Live” on pages 2–3 in their text.

Explain to children that they will sing a song about places they live. Point out that  ●

the song tells about different communities.

Places Where We Live by Charlotte Munez
(Sung to the tune of “On Top of Old Smokey”)

We live in big cities
And suburbs or towns.
These places are different
In there sights and their sounds.

Big cities and small towns
Are found everywhere.
A road or a highway
Will take you right there!

Have children sing the song “Places Where We Live.” Suggest that children add  ●

sound effects to the song. Brainstorm ideas for sound effects for a big city, a 
suburb, and a town. Sing the song again with the sound effects.

Reading Support “The Twin Club,” Reading Street: Grade 2, Unit 1, Week 1 

Activate Prior Knowledge 
To activate prior knowledge, ask children to describe the places where they live. 

Ask:  ● Are the buildings big or small where you live? Are there many people living 
there or a few people? Is there a lot of traffic or a little traffic?

As children respond, make a list of their responses. ●

              1 Connect

5–10 Min.
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Teach Knowledge and Skills 
Living in a Neighborhood 

Have children preview the title and illustrations on page 8.  ●

Write the word  ● neighborhood on the board and read it together. Explain that a 
neighborhood is a place where people live, work, play, and help each other. 

Discuss what children do in their neighborhood. Talk about places they go and  ●

people who help.

Then have children look at page 9. Write the word  ● law and read it together. 
Explain that laws keep our neighborhood safe and clean.

Have children identify each sign and explain the law that the sign shows. ●

Ask:  ● What would happen if we didn’t follow these laws?

Content Support Leveled Reader “Community Helpers” 

A Walk Through a Community 
Write the word  ● community on the board and read it together. Explain that a 
community can be made up of many neighborhoods.

Have children look at pages 16–17 and read the title. Explain that the girl lives in  ●

New York City, a very large community. Identify the places in New York on 
the map.

Then have children glance at the photos on pages 18–19 and read the captions.  ●

Have children discuss what they see.

Finally, have children brainstorm a list of important places they would see if they  ●

took a walk in their community. Make a list like the one below and talk about why 
the places are important.

Places in Our Community
Park
Swimming Pool
Library
School
Baseball Field
Post Office

Ask:  ● What about your community makes it special?

              2 Experience

15–25 Min.
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Comparing Communities
Ask children what they remember about New York City. Explain that New York  ●

City is an urban community. The places near New York City are suburban areas. 
Places beyond the suburbs are rural areas.

Write the words  ● urban, suburb, and rural on the board. Read each word and help 
children define each. Ask them to use each word in a sentence.

Have children turn to page 24 and read the title of the lesson. Have children  ●

describe what they see. Then identify the area as urban. Continue with the photos 
on pages 25–26. 

Then look at the photos on page 27. Identify each pictured community.  ●

Summarize the lesson. Have children compare and contrast communities by  ●

telling how they are alike and different. Use a chart to record their responses. 

Urban Suburb Rural

Many people Some people Few people

Noisy Some noise Quiet

Ask children which community they would choose to live in and why. ●

Content Support Leveled Reader “Communities All Over” 

Our State and Our Country
Ask children to name their state. Write the name of the state on the board.  ●

Direct children to look at the map on page 32 and find their state. Point out that  ●

the state is part of a country, the United States of America.

Ask children to name the states that share the border of their state. ●

Explain that each state has special symbols, such as a flower and a bird. ●

Help children to use an Internet search engine to find their special state symbols. ●

Have children look at the report on page 30. Ask partners to use the information  ●

they found to make a small poster showing their state symbols.

Ask: ●  Why are symbols important to people?

Content Support Leveled Reader “Birthdays Around the World” 

20–30 Min.
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Process and Assess
Process Knowledge 
Have children complete Questions 1–3 under “What did you learn?” on page 47 of 
their text.

Assess Understanding: Connect to the Essential Question 
Questions and Scenarios Have children use one or more of the questions and 
scenarios below to relate the unit content to the Essential Question: What makes a 
community special?

Have partners build a diorama to show their community. Provide small boxes and  ●

art materials. Have them draw and cut out pictures of people and places that 
make their community special. Have them glue or tape the drawings inside the 
box. Encourage them to draw details to add to their work.

Have children make a simple map of their community. Refer them to pages  ●

16–17 and 20 in their text for some ideas. Encourage them to show some 
streets, buildings, and special places in their neighborhoods and communities.

EQ Activity Have children fold a sheet of paper into three parts to make a travel 
booklet about their community. Ask children to focus on why their community is 
special. Each page in the brochure should show what a visitor might see or do. 
Have children write sentences to describe the pictures. Invite children to present 
their brochures to the class.

Notes and Feedback

              3 Understand

5–10 Min.



Lesson 2 Review

Use with pages 16–19.

Directions: Top: Look at the two pictures.
Circle two things not in your community.
Color two things that are also found in your
community. Bottom: Write your answer to
the question.

Home Activity: With your child, look through
the headlines and advertisements in a local
newspaper. Talk about the diversity in your
community that these headlines and
advertisements show. 

Name 

A Walk Through a Community 

Circle two things NOT in your community.
Color two things in your community.

Write your answer.
How do you say food in Spanish? 
(Hint: What does a grocery store sell?)
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Lesson 3 Review

Use with Pages 24–27.

Directions: Top: Circle the answers to each
question. Bottom: Draw a picture of a rural
community.

Home Activity: Talk with your child about the
type of community in which you live. Make a
list of the features that identify your community
as urban, suburban, or rural. 

Name 

Comparing Communities

Circle the correct answers.

What two things do you find in an urban community?

cows skyscrapers subway

What two things would you NOT find in a suburb? 

farms houses corn fields

Draw a picture of a rural community.
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Lesson 4 Review

Use with Pages 30–33.

Directions: Finish the sentences. Then label
your town or city on the map. 

Home Activity: Using the map on this page,
have your child point out the three countries
and the three bodies of water represented.

Name 

Our State and Our Country

Write to finish each sentence.

The name of my state is .

A state that borders my state is .

A state on the border of Canada is . 

A state on the border of Mexico is .

Label your town or city on the map.

N

S

W E

Florida

New Mexico

Delaware

Maryland

Texas

MEXICO

CANADA

Gulf of�
Mexico

Pacific�
Ocean

Atlantic�
Ocean

The United States

Oklahoma

Kansas

Nebraska

South�
Dakota

North�
Dakota

Montana

Wyoming

Colorado
Utah

IdahoŁ
�

Arizona

Nevada

Washington

California

Oregon

Kentucky

Maine

New York

Pennsylvania

Michigan

Vermont
New Hampshire

Massachusetts

Rhode Island
Connecticut

Virginia
West�

Virginia��

Ohio
IndianaIllinois

North�
Carolina

Tennessee
South�

Carolina

Alabama

Arkansas

Louisiana

Missouri

Iowa

Minnesota

Wisconsin

New Jersey

Georgia

Washington DC

Mississippi

Hawaii

Alaska
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