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“I’m learning English.”
What a thrill and achievement! English learners 
need a boost to catch up to the rest of your class. 
Language Central is a systematic program that 
supports every aspect of English language 
development in a manageable amount of time.
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in your school and district

Keep it simple but be complete  .  .  .  .  .  . 18
Time-saving resources that improve the learning of English 
for ELLs without bogging you down
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“What is ELD?”
English Language 
Development 101

English language development (ELD) 

is crucial for helping English learners 

meet grade level expectations. But how 

do you provide maximum support for 

English learners with minimum 

interruption to your day? 

The good news is effective 

ELD practices are based on 

effective literacy practices. 

Catching up to the 
rest of the class.
English learners may be 

conversationally fl uent, 

but research shows it takes 

about fi ve years for non-native 

speakers to catch up in 

academic language profi ciency. 

“Students whose fi rst language 

is English are not standing still 
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“What is ELD?”
waiting for ELL students to catch up,” 

says Jim Cummins, an English language 

acquisition expert. ”Every year, they make 

gains in reading, writing, and vocabulary 

abilities. So ELL students have to run faster 

to bridge the gap.” How can you help? 

Make the input more 
comprehensible.

Language Central focuses on 

comprehensibility and nonlinguistic 

supports. Use pictures, models, and photos. 

Read out loud. Encourage collaboration 

and hands-on learning. “We can promote 

literacy engagement among ELL students 

and struggling readers,” Cummins explains, 

“by using ‘scaffolds,’ or supports to make 

the input more comprehensible.” Scaffolding 

is a hallmark of an effective ELD program. 

Language Central provides systematic, 

fl exible, and explicit instruction that 

scaffolds instruction for English learners.

6 Keys to ELD

1. Daily, systematic instruction is highly 

specifi ed for English language 

development and connected to reading, 

writing, listening, and speaking.

2. Academic language is explicitly taught.

3. Scaffolds such as visuals and models 

make the input more comprehensible.

4. Instruction is appropriate to the student’s 

language profi ciency level—from 

beginning to advanced levels. 

5. Attention to oral and written language 

production occurs in daily, weekly, and 

unit-level speaking and writing activities.

6. High-interest, low-anxiety tasks activate 

knowledge and build background.
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Moving ELL Children to 
Non–ELL Status

English learners have different levels of 

language profi ciency. Language Central 

helps children at all levels move to the 

NEXT level. Each lesson provides support 

for fi ve levels of language profi ciency. The 

techniques, activities, and assessments span 

across levels for easier manageability.

“Reclassifi cation is seen as the point 

at which we can safely say that a lack of 

English profi ciency and/or skills in academic 

English are no longer an inhibiting factor 

or an obstacle in a student’s continued 

academic progress.”
Jill Kerper Mora, Ed.D.

Consulting Author

Estoy aprendiendo inglés

Comparative Language Profi ciency Chart

Levels of 
Proficiency

Level I  Level II Level III Level IV  Level V

Entering Beginning Developing Expanding Bridging

Beginning  Advanced Advanced High

Characteristics 
of the English 

Language Learner

•  May be unfamiliar with sounds, rhythms, 
or patterns in English

•  Respond by pointing, gesturing, or drawing
•  Can use simple yes/no responses or one- 

to two-word answers
•  Read simple language that they have 

already heard
•  Write labels, patterned sentences, or short 

cloze sentences

• May understand more details in 
spoken English

•  Use longer phrases and 
sentences with better grammar

• Write for a variety of purposes 
using models

• Can read independently after 
oral previews

• Participate in discussions about 
academic content

•  Can use higher-order language 
to describe or persuade

• Write narratives and 
expository text

• Use vocabulary with more 
accuracy and correctness

•  Have a deeper understanding 
of everyday language, 
including idioms

•  Use more extensive vocabulary 
and produce language with 
fewer grammatical errors

• Use standard forms when writing
• Produce writing about 

varied topics

•  Use more complex and 
varied grammatical structures 
and vocabulary

• Read texts appropriate for 
grade level

• Write about a variety of topics 
on grade level

•  Begin to self-monitor and 
correct as they read and write

What They Can Do:
Performance 

Indicators

• Listen
• Point
• Illustrate
• Match
• Choose

• Name
• List and group
• Categorize
• Label
• Demonstrate

• Compare and contrast
• Recall and retell
• Summarize
• Explain

• Analyze
• Debate
• Justify

• All performance indicators

Teaching Strategies

•  Provide opportunities for active listening 
and visuals

• Model language with songs and chants
• Pair students with more proficient speakers
•  Ask yes/no questions; require responses of one 

or two words
• Use manipulatives and pictures
• Provide writing frames

•  Allow students to make personal 
connections with the material

• Structure group discussion time
•  Ask open-ended questions and 

then model, expand, restate, and 
enrich student language

•  Allow students opportunities to 
create language for a variety of 
purposes and audiences

•  Use graphic organizers to 
prepare students for reading and 
to discuss selections

•  Promote academic concepts and 
vocabulary with nonfictional 
texts, magazines, newspapers, 
and so on

•  Conference with students 
about writing to point out 
areas of progress and areas for 
improvement

• Structure discussion for 
the group

•  Provide reference materials for 
students and guide them with 
the research

• Introduce more variety of 
literary forms

•  Provide opportunities for more 
variation in writing assignments

•  Provide opportunities for 
students to publish their writing 
for others to read

•  Increase students’ production 
of language through drama 
and music

•  Continue to make strong links 
between content-area materials 
and literacy activities

Language Central Beginning Early Intermediate Intermediate Early Advanced Advanced

Intermediate
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*This chart compares the different language proficiency leveling systems used throughout the U.S.

Intermediate
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A Coherent Plan That 
Maximizes Teaching

The goal is always meaning. Focus children’s 

thinking on the meaning of a lesson. 

Language Central provides a coherent lesson 

plan that organizes instruction around clear, 

attainable language and content objectives.

Connecting the dots for effective 
literacy instruction.

How do you maximize learning? 

Language Central focuses on deep 

understanding. Each lesson is designed 

to frontload concepts, scaffold the language, 

build metacognition strategies, and extend 

language through writing. Students move 

from engagement in literacy to achievement 

in literacy.

A Coherent Plan That 
Maximizes Teaching

The goal is always meaning. Focus children’s 

thinking on the meaning of a lesson. 

Language Central

plan that organizes instruction around clear, 

attainable language and content objectives.

Connecting the dots for effective 
literacy instruction.

How do you maximize learning? 

Language Central

understanding. Each lesson is designed 

to frontload concepts, scaffold the language, 

build metacognition strategies, and extend 

language through writing. Students move 

from engagement in literacy to achievement 

in literacy.

“Language and content learning?”
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Daily
Elements

Language Objectives

Academic Language
Development

Form and Function

Day 1
Develop

Concepts

Day 3
Build

Compre-
hension

Day 2
Build 

Language

Day 5
Concept 
Wrap Up/
Writing

Day 4

Conventions

Weekly Plan

“Language and content learning?”
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30 Minutes PLUS of 
Daily Instruction

If you’re feeling alone in teaching English 

learners, you’re not alone. Language Central 

gives you the structure to explicitly teach 

English vocabulary and language 

conventions. The lessons are highly fl exible 

to adapt to classroom or individual needs.

Effi cient and effective!

No extraneous content!

Informed simplicity!

Consistent instructional 
lesson plan!

“How fl exible is a ‘fl exible’ plan?”

8
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“How fl exible is a ‘fl exible’ plan?”

9

KEY
 = Core   = Optional Activities = Assessment�

The key helps you prioritize core instruction. 
If you need more instruction, use the optional 
activities.



Weekly and Daily 
Language Development

Research shows English language 

development takes years, not weeks 

or days. If English learners are to 

catch up, they need intensive and 

sustained instruction. Language 

Central provides 180 days of 

instruction organized by unit, 

week, and day. 

“Research has repeatedly shown 

the English Language Learners, 

on average, require at least fi ve 

years of exposure to academic 

English to catch up to native 

speakers.”
Jim Cummins, 
Ph.D.

University of 
Toronto, Consulting Author

Estoy aprendiendo inglés
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“Do ELLs need sustained instruction?”

Daily Language Objectives 
Help students achieve fluency.

Form & Function 
Build grammar, structure, 
and vocabulary skills.

Academic Language   
Develop vocabulary for 
schoolwork.

Daily Table Talk  
Boost language production 
and support five language 
proficiency levels.

10
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“Do ELLs need sustained instruction?”
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“Why is writing critical to ELD?”
Produce Language, 
Verify Understanding

Writing builds vocabulary. It helps ELLs 

produce language and apply grammar and 

mechanics skills. It verifi es understanding. 

Language Central provides interactive 

writing opportunities every day, 

culminating in the unit writing project.

12

Structured Writing in the Worktext
Students write every day. Structured writing aids include 
Writing/Sentence Frames and Graphic Organizers.
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Estoy aprendiendo inglés

“Why is writing critical to ELD?”

Conventions 
Weekly writing practice 
helps English learners use 
conventions such as subject 
and object pronouns.

Weekly Concept Journals 
Journal writing in the Practice 
Book promotes writing fl uency. 
Have students compile a writing 
portfolio to show progress.

Think, Talk, and Write 
The reading-writing connection 
is strong. Children think, talk, 
and write to express 
understanding.

Scaffolding the Writing Process from Prewrite to Publish
The unit writing process lesson offers explicit instruction, scaffolding the critical steps of the Writing Project. 13



ELD That Fits Your School and District

“I use another core literacy 
    program.”

Language Central 
provides a 
comprehensive scope 
and sequence that 
ensures effective ELD instruction. 

“I integrate ELD in my 
    classroom.”

Language Central 
promotes language 
structure and forms 
through content 
learning.

“I teach with Reading Street.”
Language Central 
anchors ELD
instruction with 
common concepts 
and a systematic 
scope and sequence.

“I collaborate with my ESL 
    teacher.”

Language Central fully 
supports a pull-out ESL 
program or push-in 
ESL model.

Ana atalum al englizia

“How does it work in my classroom?”

14

Pearson offers a comprehensive continuum of K-20 support for educating 
ELLs and the teachers who work with them. Visit us at PearsonELL.com
Pearson offers a comprehensive continuum of K-20 support for educating 
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Professional DevelopmentK-10 Articulation

SIOP® Model 
(Sheltered Instruction Observation Protocol)
• The only empirically validated approach for imple-

menting effective sheltered content instruction for 
students who are acquiring English as a second (or 
multiple) language 

• Eight research-validated components that improve 
both the academic content knowledge and academic 
language profi ciency of English learners 

Pearson A+RISE® 
(Aligned Research-based Instructional 
Strategies for ELLs)
• Teaching strategies that work across content areas

• Research-based instruction aligned to World-Class 
Instructional Design and Assessment (WIDA) and 
state standards 

• Easily searchable by grade level, subject, and 
student profi ciency

• Printable strategy cards with step-by-step directions 
for bridging the gap between research and day-to-
day lesson plans

• Face-to-face, on-site teacher training

• Highly qualifi ed educational consultants

• Online program tutorials available 24 hours, 
7 days a week

• Extensive modeling, mentoring, and coaching

Language Central maintains a common 
instructional framework from Kindergarten 
through Grade 10. 
• Clear, consistent structure and focus

• Flexible and coherent lesson design format

• Intensive language and concept development

• Progressive language profi ciency support

Kindergarten

Grade 10

Ana atalum al englizia

“How does it work in my classroom?”
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Reading practice

More ELD Resources from Pearson

ELD Reader
Oral Profi ciency Levels 1–2
• Texts adapted for beginning 

and intermediate language 
profi ciency levels

• Emphasis on high-frequency 
and concepts words

• Basic English and 
survival vocabulary

Concept Literacy Reader
• Nonfiction text

that emphasizes 
concept vocabulary

ELL Reader
Oral Profi ciency Levels 3–5
• Text adapted for advanced/

advanced high levels

• Key concept words 
highlighted and defi ned 
on the page

Teaching Guides
• Lesson plans with 

scaffolded leveled 
support for language 
profi ciency

Estoy aprendiendo inglés

Same book, 
different 

language levels!

“What if I need additional support?”
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Word work practice Newcomer practice

Fluency practice

ELLIS®

• Additional newcomer practice software 

• Follows a natural pattern of language acquisition

• Contextualizes instruction and integrates skills

Words Their Way® with 
English Learners

• Boosts word power—
spelling patterns and 
word meaning

• Practice with sounds, 
words, and pictures

• Develops 
conversational and 
academic vocabulary

QuickReads®

• Additional fl uency practice 
in just 15 minutes a day

• Research-based strategies 
foster comprehension and 
oral reading skills through 
independent practice

Estoy aprendiendo inglés
Ana atalum al englizia

“What if I need additional support?”

17
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Student Worktext
• Organized by weekly concepts 

and academic vocabulary

• Systematic instruction and 
practice in English language 
conventions, comprehension, 
and writing

• Language form and function

• Speaking, writing, and 
fl uency practice

Teacher’s Edition
• Clear direction for teaching 

30 minutes PLUS of explicit 
ELD instruction

• Leveled Support, 
Corrective Feedback, and 
Progress Monitoring

• Teacher Scripts for direct 
teaching and modeling

• Language transfer 
and misconceptions

Practice Book
• Guided or independent 

practice of skills

• Monitor progress of weekly 
skills and concept mastery

• For homework or reteaching 
and review

Posters
• Oral language production 

activities for speaking 
and listening

• Preteach, reteach, and 
extend weekly concepts 
and vocabulary

• Check for understanding 
of weekly concepts

Waxaan banayaa Engiriis

Language Central Components

Waxaan banayaa Engiriis

18
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Progress Monitoring 
Assessment Handbook
• Assessments for ongoing 

progress monitoring in 
reading, writing, listening, 
and speaking

• Evaluation charts, 
interpretation guidelines, 
and support 

ISBN-13:
ISBN-10:

978-0-328-63489-7
0-328-63489-1

9 7 8 0 3 2 8 6 3 4 8 9 7
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63489_LC_PMA_G3_TM.indd   1 5/13/10   2:13:41 AM

Sound Spelling Cards
(Grades 1-3)
•  Two-sided cards include a 

photograph and a list of 
spellings for each sound

Newcomer Program
• Highly explicit instruction 

for children with little or no 
English language skills 

• Focus on survival vocabulary 
and language

• Comprehensive resources

Leveled Word Cards
• Reinforce weekly 

vocabulary

• Synonyms, antonyms, 
defi nitions, related words, 
and example sentences 
support meaning

• Photos support 
picturable vocabulary

Waxaan banayaa Engiriis

Song Books
• Another way to begin 

the day—engaging 
songs and pictures 
to frontload concepts 
and language

• Review and reteach 
weekly concepts

• Pair with the Song 
Book Audio CD

19

“Are the resources manageable?”

Sound Spelling Cards
(Grades 1-3)



AudioText CD
• Let students listen 

to text read aloud

• Model reading, 
promote fl uency

Modeled Pronunciation 
Audio CD
• Demonstrates 

English pronunciation 
for students

Plus! Newcomer AudioText and Teacher Resource DVD

Language Central Technology

“Can digital technology help?”
Teacher Resource DVD-ROM
• Hear It! Say It! See It! Routines

• Image Library

• Oral language Assessment Rubric

• Patterns Book 

• Phonics and Grammar Activities

• Picture It! Activities and Instruction

• Student Practice Book

• Professional Development Articles

• Song Book

• Song Book and Poster Routine

• Graphic Organizers and Transparencies

• Writing Checklists

Digital Path Assets DVD-ROM
• Frontload concepts, build background

• Have conversations, increase language skills

• See it and hear it—capture attention

• Use your classroom whiteboard

• Assets
–  Big Question Videos
–  Concept Talk Videos
–  Practice It! Animations
–  Grammar Jammer Games

20

“
Songbook Audio CD
• A great way to start the 

day—listen to a song to 
frontload vocabulary and 
concepts

• Social interactions

• Language and concept 
development

????????Question of 
the Week Why do animals behave the way they do? 17

ELD

Animal Behavior 
Grade 4, Unit 4, Week 2

How Animals Behave
Tune: “The Eensy Weensy Spider”

Animals behave
In the most amazing ways.
They often follow patterns
When at work or play.
Whether they’re aquatic
Or living on land,
Animals behave in ways
We try to understand.

Deep in the ocean,
Whales communicate.
They sing special songs
To try to fi nd their mates.

A yearly migration
Is something else they do,
And people are enchanted
By how they act, it’s true!

39875_U4W2_final.indd   1 2/22/08   10:54:17 AM

AudioText CD
• 

• 

Modeled Pronunciation 
Audio CD
• 
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“Can digital technology help?”

HEAR! PLAN!SEE! DO!

21

Technology Sampler

• ELD Teacher Resource 
DVD-ROM

• Digital Path Assets DVD-ROM
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