
424 The Cold War

1790s Undeclared War 
With France

Alien Act allows president 
to imprison or deport resident aliens.

Sedition Act limits freedoms 
of speech and press.

1860s Civil War
Lincoln suspended the right 
of habeas corpus.

1940s World War II
Government sends more than 
100,000 Japanese Americans 
into internment camps.

1950s Cold War
Anticommunist investigations violate
some people’s rights.

2001 War on Terrorism
Patriot Act helps catch terrorists 
but may reduce the right to privacy.

“ I have a lot of problems with the
Patriot Act. . . . It gives the govern-
ment the ability to spy on its citi-
zens and on foreign nationals with-
out probable cause of a crime, to
get wiretaps and warrants. It gives
them the ability to get records from
libraries and bookstores on people
who are not targets of any criminal
investigation.”

—David Cole, professor,
Center for Constitutional Rights

Terrorism and the Patriot Act After the devastating terrorist attacks
of September 11, 2001, the United States declared a “War on Terrorism.”
Congress passed the Patriot Act to help law enforcement agencies pre-
vent future terrorist attacks.

Connect to Your World
1. Compare Why does Professor Cole oppose the Patriot Act? 

Why does the Assistant Attorney General support it? 

2. Research Learn more about the recent debate on civil liberties and
national security. Go online: www.PHSchool.com,
Web Code neh-1209

3. Debate Prepare an argument supporting either view above.

American Issues
Connector Civil Liberties and National Security

What is the proper balance
between national security
and civil liberties? 
The Constitution guarantees rights and
freedoms to all American citizens. But
during war and other crises,
government leaders have limited such
civil liberties in order to protect citizens’
lives. Should they? Recall what you
have learned about the Cold War and
this enduring question.

“Right after 9-11, the President
turned to the Attorney General and
said very simply, “John, you make
sure this does not happen again.”
Preventing another catastrophic
attack on the American homeland
would have been extremely difficult
if not impossibly so without the
tools that Congress provided in the
USA Patriot Act.”

—Viet Dinh,
Assistant U.S. Attorney General 

A traveler has
his baggage
searched at an
airport security
checkpoint.

The World Trade
Center towers in 
New York City
burn after the
September 11,
2001, terrorist
attacks.

TRACK THE ISSUE

DEBATE THE ISSUE 
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1950
Senator McCarthy starts 
an anticommunist 
campaign.

1954
The Senate 
censures McCarthy.

1957
The Eisenhower 

Doctrine combats 
Soviet influence in 

the Middle East.       

1950
United States 
and China clash 
in Korea.

1956
The Soviets crush the 

Hungarian uprising. 

1954
The CIA helps over-
throw Guatemala’s 

government. 

The Warsaw Pact 
is formed. 

19571951 19551953
Dwight D. Eisenhower 1953–1961

American Issues
Connector

By connecting prior knowledge with what you have learned in this chapter, you
can gradually build your understanding of enduring questions that still affect
America today. Answer the questions below. Then, fill in your American Issues
Connector worksheet (or go online: www.PHSchool.com, Web Code neh-1212).

Issues You Learned About

• Civil Liberties and National Security From the beginning
of the American republic, Americans have debated to what extent
individual freedom should be limited when the safety of the
nation is at stake.

1. How does the Bill of Rights guarantee the rights of people
accused of crimes?

2. During the Civil War, what action did President Lincoln take
that limited these guaranteed rights? Why?

3. During the Cold War, what effect did the actions of HUAC and
Senator McCarthy have on individual rights?

• Balance of Power in Government The balance of power
in American government changes over time.

4. According to the Constitution, which branch of government
has the power to declare war?

5. How did U.S. soldiers fight in Korea without a declaration of
war?

6. How did Truman’s actions affect the balance of power
between the executive and legislative branches of the 
government?

• America Goes to War During times of conflict, Americans
debate whether U.S. entry into war is justified.

7. What were arguments in favor of the United States going to
war against North Korea?

8. What were arguments against U.S. entry into the Korean War?

Connect to Your World 
• America and the World What is America’s best course of
action when dealing with threats to regional stability throughout
the world? During the Cold War, Presidents Truman and
Eisenhower believed the primary role of the United States was to
contain or reverse the spread of communism. Today, many
Americans feel that it is in the nation’s best interests to support
the growth of democracy around the globe. Other Americans feel
that the burden of military intervention should be shared among
the countries of the United Nations. Still, more Americans feel
that the United States should get involved only when the situa-
tion poses an immediate threat to the country. What do you
think? Go online or to your local library to research recent U.S.
actions abroad. Create a table to detail the different opinions sur-
rounding each action.
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Civil Liberties and National Security
Enduring Question: What is the proper balance between national
security and civil liberties?

Record information about the events listed below, as you study them in your textbook. 

• Describe the situation that brought the issue into discussion. 

• Identify the arguments at the time on both sides of the issue.

• Tell how the issue was resolved at the time.

1790s: Alien and Sedition acts

1860s: Suspension of habeas corpus during the Civil War 

1940s: Japanese American internment during World War II

Situation: French Revolution led to distrust of immigrants; Federalists pass 
law outlawing writing or speech against government

Pro: Laws would restore order; would protect United States from dangers 
arising from French Revolution

Con: Laws are limits on free speech and press
Resolution: Virginia and Kentucky resolutions; Jefferson released people

jailed under Sedition Act
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1950s: Anticommunist investigations during the Cold War

Early 2000s: War on terrorism

Other examples in American history
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