
 
The AP Biology Curriculum Framework  

and Campbell BIOLOGY AP* Edition, 9th Edition 
 

Dear AP Biology Teachers,           
On 1 February, the College Board published the final version of a new Curriculum Framework for AP Biology. As 
experienced AP Biology teachers who have used Campbell BIOLOGY for many years, we were eager to get a grasp on how 
our textbook would work with the new course design. To help with this task, we created the following documents (all of 
which are posted at www.PearsonSchool.com/APCampbellBiology. 
 
1.  Overview of the how the Big Ideas are addressed in Campbell AP* Edition, 9the Edition 
2.  Summary correlation showing where the required Curriculum Framework concepts are addressed in Campbell BIOLOGY 

AP* Edition, 9th Edition 
3.  Summary outline of where the Curriculum Framework topics are covered in Campbell BIOLOGY AP* Edition, 9th Edition 
4.  Detailed Table of Contents for Campbell BIOLOGY AP* Edition, 9th Edition with highlights showing where each of the 
Curriculum Framework concepts are covered in the text 
 
We would like to share these documents with you in the hope that this analysis of Campbell BIOLOGY 9e will help ease your 
transition to the new AP Biology course. This is our attempt to correlate the new Curriculum Framework with the course we 
currently teach. It may have omissions or misinterpretations, and so we appreciate suggestions for changes. 
 
The new Curriculum Framework expects instructors to use examples to support the concepts in the Framework and gives 
great latitude in the selection of these examples. The Correlation we have provided here does not include chapter content that 
might be used for supporting examples; we show only required concepts. For this reason, these documents do not provide an 
all-inclusive syllabus for any particular course, but rather, show the common concepts that will now be part of all teachers’ 
courses. Also, the Curriculum Framework does not prescribe what order topics should be taught in; chapters can be taught in 
the order they appear in the book or in another order that the teacher prefers. 
 
What is not highlighted in the Table of Contents is as interesting as what is included. It is obvious that plants and diversity 
are greatly reduced as are much of human systems. One of the intents of the redesign of AP Biology was to reduce content 
and allow more time for laboratory work and a greater understanding of the science rather than the memorization of biology.  
 
The emphasis on Science Practices is the most obvious difference between the old and new AP Biology courses. While these 
practices were implied and desirable goals of the old course, they are now explicitly described in the new Curriculum 
Framework. Campbell BIOLOGY AP* Edition, 9th Edition offers support for Science Practices in many ways, including the 
new Impact Figures, Inquiry Figures, What If? Questions, Draw It Questions, and new Make Connections Questions. All of 
these will be very helpful to teachers trying to incorporate more science practices into their teaching. 
 
The new AP Biology curriculum will launch in Fall of 2012. We hope that this map of how our courses might change—and 
how we can use what is already in place—might be reassuring. 
 
Sincerely, 
Fred and Theresa Holtzclaw, Webb School of Knoxville 
Fred_Holtzclaw@webbschool.org; Theresa_Holtzclaw@webbschool.org 
 
* Advanced Placement, Advanced Placement Program, AP, and Pre-AP are registered trademarks of the College Board, which was not involved in the 
production of, and does not endorse, this product.  
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