a forward-thinking story
how Forward got its start
It began with a school district in Maryland.
Montgomery County Public Schools (MCPS),
in cooperation with Pearson, was awarded a
development grant under the federal Investing
in Innovation (i3) Fund. This fund supports the
development of Forward and its fully digital, K–5
integrated curriculum.
The teachers from MCPS played a significant
role in planning, organizing, testing, and retesting
this digital, integrated curriculum. Pearson
strongly believes that a curriculum developed in
partnership with teachers (for teachers) is likely
to increase the probability that students who
use it will achieve greater academic success.
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Successful students were seen as being
able to make connections among ideas
and concepts. They could generate
original solutions to problems, and they
also demonstrated persistence when
faced with a challenge. These types of skills
became the foundation for systematic and
explicit skill development in Forward.
Forward targets creative thinking, critical thinking,
and academic success skills. These skills provide the
basis for integration of instruction across subjects.
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In an effort to prioritize skills and plan the most
effective curriculum, Montgomery County
studied the characteristics of students who
were successful. The district followed
students as they completed challenging
secondary courses and progressed to
higher education.
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what skills do students need?
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moving education forward

Forward has been expanded or revised to meet the needs of states nationwide. All changes in the core program
reflect scientific research, state implementation models, and Common Core State Standards. Forward reflects a
true partnership between Pearson and MCPS. As part of our collaboration, the national curriculum was reviewed
by staff in MCPS to ensure that the program aligns with the essence and philosophy of the MCPS vision.
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Forward can be implemented in any school district. To ensure the philosophy and content of the MCPS curriculum
transfers successfully, Pearson incorporated research-based knowledge of the needs and expectations of districts
nationwide. Five distinct core subjects were integrated into the development of the program: Reading, Writing,
Math, Science, and Social Studies. The MCPS program also included Health, Informational Literacy, Music, and Art.
In some cases, the MCPS curriculum focused on Maryland state science and social studies standards.

