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Program Overview

Introduction

What is  
Language  
Central for  
Science?

This guide explores Language Central for Science and identifies how 
the program features help English language learners (ELLs) develop 
the academic vocabulary necessary to master science. It explains the 
goals of the program while you explore how your students think, talk, 
and write about what they learn in their science class every day.

Generally, teachers and reading specialists note that it is the 
vocabulary—the new terms and learning a new language—and not 
the science concepts that hinders ELL’s mastery of science. Language 

Central for Science directly addresses this issue by pre-teaching 
academic vocabulary so that students can focus on learning science 
content.
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Program  
Components

Teacher’s  
Edition

The program consists of two components—the grade-level, write-in, 
interactive student edition and the Teacher’s Edition. This simplicity 
allows for easy and effective instruction.

Notice that the Scope and Sequence is designed to supplement the 
topics you teach in your core science class. This means that you can 
use lessons from Language Central for Science in conjunction with any 
science curriculum. 

The curriculum is designed for students in Grades 3–8. The examples 
in this guide are from Grade 5 materials, but you can apply what you 
learn to your grade level.

Your Teacher’s Edition provides flexible teach-what-you-need lessons 
for targeting students’ content and language needs. You can find point-
of-use support embedded in the lessons that helps you make science 
accessible for all students and all levels of readers.

Science Background communicates and clarifies science concepts in 
the lesson. The content is stated in plain language that utilizes science 
vocabulary. 
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The Leveled Instruction is an option for you to use differentiated 
instruction for all of your ELLs. It is the same lesson and topic for the 
whole class, but the program provides you with different expectations 
and instructional options to address all levels of readers. This explicitly 
offers ELL teaching support for early beginners all the way up to 
advanced transitioning students. 

Do you use Response to Intervention (RtI)? If so, look for the RtI logo 
and feature that provide If/Then statements that monitor students’ 
progress and recommend reteaching strategies for students who need 
more support. 
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Implementation 
Model

Student Edition

Active learners retain more and perform better on tests. This is why 
Comprehensible Input provides exercises that physically demonstrate 
the meaning behind key vocabulary words. Here you can find visuals, 
demonstrations, and hands-on experiences that build comprehension.

Language Central for Science also has a flexible implementation model. 
Each grade level has twenty to twenty-five lessons that are organized 
by topic. Each lesson consists of four pages and is broken up into an 
easy-to-read four-part lesson plan. 

You have the option of either teaching a one-hour lesson every week 
or breaking up the lesson into fifteen minutes per day, four times per 
week. 

These lessons can be part of your ELL classroom instruction or 
integrated into your regular science instruction. 

What does a “consumable worktext” mean to you? In Language 
Central for Science, it means a hands-on, minds-on instructional tool 
where students take their own notes and record their own thoughts. 
It is a way for them to have a true sense of ownership in the learning 
process. It is also a great way for parents to see their child’s progress 
and work with them at home.

Every lesson begins with a Big Question and clearly states what the 
students will learn. Look for the blue box at the start of the lesson to 
see how students use language to build background relating to the Big 
Question. Activities like the Talk About It box connect what students 
know with what they will learn. In the Predict section that follows, 
students have an opportunity to write about what they hope to learn.
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Now go to the next page, and look for the red box titled Vocabulary in 
Context Picture It! Vocabulary terms are shown with clear visuals, so 
students can uncover their meaning more easily. 

The more that students use academic vocabulary, the better they 
remember and contextualize it. The Talk About It section allows 
students to work with partners and discuss the vocabulary term 
further. 

Your Turn allows students to utilize the word in another context, such 
as a drawing. 

Language  
Support
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Do You Understand? challenges students to demonstrate their 
understanding. In this exercise, students are asked to trace the path 
of oxygen in and out of the respiratory system and name each part. At 
the conclusion of the exercise, students have an opportunity to use the 
Talk About It section and engage in a Your Turn activity. 

At the conclusion of each lesson, the Think, Talk, and Write feature 
assesses students’ understanding of the language in context. Students 
can further practice their writing skills with Produce Language and A 
Closer Look exercises. 

As you may have noticed, all lessons are designed in the same 
consistent format to help students become comfortable with working in 
their books.
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Instructional 
Design

Five Principles 
for Teaching 
ELLs

Both the student edition and the Teacher’s Edition provide a unique 
instructional design. Dr. Jim Cummins from the University of Toronto 
and a team of ELL educators have collaborated with Pearson to outline 
a five-principle framework of instruction for teaching content-area 
subjects to ELLs. 

The Five Principles for Teaching ELLs is as follows:
1: Identify and Communicate Content and Language Objectives: In 
planning a lesson, teachers must identify and explicitly state content 
and language objectives. 

2: Frontload the Lesson: Frontloading refers to the use of 
preinstructional strategies that prepare ELLs to understand new 
academic content. The program uses lesson opener activities to 
activate and connect to prior knowledge.

3: Provide Comprehensible Input: Comprehensible Input refers to 
language and content that ELLs can understand. Language Central 
provides hands-on activities that utilize multiple modes of instruction 
including visual, verbal, aural, and kinesthetic.

4: Enable Language Production: Language Production is essential in 
developing expertise in both oral and written academic language. The 
program uses pair and group work to provide students practice in all 
four language domains: listening, speaking, reading, and writing.

5: Assess for Content and Language Understanding: Assessment 
results identify ELL’s level of language comprehension, as well as their 
progress and understanding in the content areas. Students express 
understanding through language production. The instructional cycle 
spirals upward into further development of content knowledge and 
language expertise.
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Language  
Central for  
Science Apps

In addition to learning through language production, today’s students 
are digital learners. 

You and your students have access to a digital learning tool that 
you can use both in and out of the classroom. Language Central for 
Science features Life, Earth, and Physical Science apps that motivate 
learners by letting them study key science vocabulary terms in a fun 
and unique way.

Students study by playing games while they reinforce vocabulary 
words with the engaging WordFly game. 

They can take a quick quiz and assess their understanding with the 
Trivia Challenge. 

Teachers can use the apps in class to review and study words and 
definitions with the virtual vocabulary flash cards. 

Parents can connect to what their kids are doing in class, and to the 
topics they are studying.

To download these free apps to your iPhone or iPad, search “Language 
Central for Science” or “WordFly” in the iTunes store.

This guide explained how Language Central for Science’s program 
features help ELLs develop the academic vocabulary necessary to 
master science.

It explored the research-based instructional design that outlines the 
five principles for teaching ELLs. Finally, this guide examined how the 
unique program features, lesson support, and digital mobile apps in 
Language Central help you deliver effective instruction.

Review


