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How do you prepare teachers for the instructional shifts and the rigorous 
expectations of  the Common Core State Standards for writing?

Implement Writing Aviator, a blended instructional solution that provides 
Common Core-based professional development and model writing units.

Q & A

Writing Aviator provides practical, standards-based guidance to teachers in implementing a Writers Workshop 
in grades K–10. The solution empowers teachers to prepare their students for the writing demands of  college 
and careers by offering instructional support aligned with the Common Core State Standards (CCSS). 

Teach the 3 Common Core Writing Genres

✔ Professional development that enriches teacher knowledge of  the defining features of  the CCSS writing 
genres—narrative, informative/explanatory text, and opinion/argument —and helps teachers create 
their own effective additional lessons and units

✔ Model writing units that scaffold student understanding of  each genre as well as develop writing fluency

Implement the Common Core Instructional Shifts

✔ A focus on the writing of  opinion/argument and informative/explanatory text to prepare students for 
the writing demands of  college and careers

✔ An emphasis on informational text to prepare students for the reading demands of  college and careers
✔ Strategies for helping students become independent, self-directed learners to promote college and 

career readiness

Meet the Rigor of the Common Core

✔ Professional development that enhances teacher expertise in the CCSS writing expectations and the 
nuances distinguishing standard-setting student work

✔ Embedded assessments in model writing units, including on-demand pre- and post-assessments and 
polished student writing, to guide students in producing writing that meets the Common Core’s 
rigorous expectations

Support English Language Learners and Students with Disabilities

✔ A process approach to writing, teacher modeling, and professional models that help students develop 
their skills over time and learn by example to meet the rigor of  the CCSS

✔ Strategies for developing academic language to promote college and career readiness



To learn more about Writing Aviator:
CALL: 877.530.2716  |  EMAIL: schoolimprovementus@pearson.com  |  VISIT: pearsonpd.com/writing

ISBN 978-5-90801-584-4

A Blended Instructional Solution

Writing Aviator can be implemented in the course of  one year. Schools 
may opt for continued support in subsequent years to build capacity for 
sustaining quality instruction. We help you choose an implementation 
plan and level of  intensity that meet your school’s or district’s needs.

Professional development. Face-to-face and fused-online delivery 
options are available to meet your school’s or district’s scheduling and 
budget needs.

Model writing units. Writing Aviator includes grade-specific foundation units and genre studies, 
as well as author studies, ranging from four to six weeks in duration. These model writing 
units provide real-time guidance in establishing the Writers Workshop and implementing the 
Common Core instructional shifts. Connecting reading and writing, the units immerse students 
in the reading of  mentor texts in the Common Core genres to prepare them for writing in the 
genres. Having taught the model units, teachers are empowered to create additional units of  
study or to apply the instructional insights and performance expectations from Writing Aviator 
to their current curricular frameworks. 

School-site services. On-site support accelerates the implementation of  Writing Aviator and enhances its quality. 
The support can be targeted to improve classroom instruction, teacher collaboration, or administrator effectiveness 
in leading the implementation.

Grounded in Expertise

Writing Aviator was developed in partnership with Sally Hampton, the chair 
of  the Common Core English Language Arts College and Career Readiness 
Standards Work Group and a member of  the English Language Arts K–12 
Common Core Standards Committee. Writing Aviator’s instructional approach 
is grounded in fifteen years of  experience in implementing a standards-based 
Writers Workshop.

Supported by Experts

Professional development and school-site services are provided by highly trained 
field service specialists well versed in the Common Core State Standards, setting 
benchmarks for student performance, and implementing a standards-based 
Writers Workshop. Their expertise helps ensure the fidelity of  your Writing 
Aviator implementation.


