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LESSON

Phonemic 
Awareness
Distinguish /a/

 Short a: a

PRESENT
Hold up the Picture Card apple. What do 
you see? (apple) The sound I hear at the 
beginning of apple is /a/. The sound /a/  
is called the short a sound. Help children  
name other objects or actions that have  
the sound /a/.

PRACTICE
Listen as I say the short a sound: /a/, /a/, 
/a/. Show the Picture Card ant and say the 
picture name. There are three sounds in 
ant: /a/ /n/ /t/. The first sound in ant is /a/. 
I am going to say a word. If you hear the 
/a/ sound at the beginning of the word, 
raise your hands.

 am an egg add ax

 odd ate at ape in

INTERVENTION
If... children make an error,  
then... model by segmenting the word and 
having children repeat the segmenting and 
blending of the word with you.

Phonics
Teach Sound/Spelling

 Short a: a

PRESENT
Write the letter a. Have children name the 
letter and tell if it is a consonant or a vowel. 
Remind them that they already know many 
letters and their sounds. Explain that today 
they will learn how to read and spell words 
with the /a/ sound spelled a.

PRACTICE SOUND-SPELLING CARDS
Display Sound-Spelling Card 1. Point to a. 
The letter a stands for the short a sound, 
/a/, that you hear at the beginning of 
astronaut. Have children say /a/ several  
times as you point to a.

PRACTICE BLENDING
Write sat. In this word, the letter a stands 
for the sound /a/. Segment and blend sat 
and then have children blend with you:  
/s/ /a/ /t/. Follow this procedure to model  
mad and jab.

APPLY
Write the following words on the board: bag, 
cat, cab, tap, sad, pat, man, lap, jam, gas, 
dad, ran. This time have children blend with 
you. Remind them that a often spells the  
short a sound, /a/.

Phonics
Decode Words

 Short a: a

REVIEW SOUND-SPELLINGS
Review the short a vowel sound using  
Sound-Spelling Card 1 for astronaut. Have 
children listen for the beginning /a/ sound.

APPLY BLENDING
Display these words. Have the class blend 
and read the words. Then point to the words 
in random order and ask children to decode 
them quickly.

 cat pan ran map bat

 tap cab bad rat fan

APPLY DECODING IN CONTEXT
Display these sentences. Have the class 
read the sentences. Then have pairs take 
turns reading the sentences naturally.

I can pat the sad cat.

Pat had a tan cap.

Jan had a hat and a bat.

HIGH-FREQUENCY WORDS

 with a for the

1 Say and Spell
Some words we have to learn by 
remembering the letters rather 
than saying the sounds. Write the 
high-frequency words on the board. 
Point to the word with. The letters in 
with are w-i-t-h, with. Have children 
say and spell each word, first with 
you and then without you.

2 Identify Familiar Letter-Sounds
Point to the letter w in with. This 
letter stands for its own sound. 
What is the letter and what is the 
sound it stands for? (w/w/) Continue 
with the other letters in the word with.

3 Demonstrate Meaning
Tell me a sentence using the  
word with. Ask for several 
sentences. Continue the Routine 
with the other words on the high-
frequency word list.
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 COMMON CORE STATE STANDARDS
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RF.1.2� Demonstrate understanding of spoken words,  
syllables, and sounds (phonemes).

RF.1.2�.b Orally produce single-syllable words by blending 
sounds (phonemes), including consonant blends.

RF.1.2�.c Isolate and pronounce initial, medial vowel, and  
final sounds (phonemes) in spoken single-syllable words.

RF.1.3� Know and apply grade-level phonics and word analysis 
skills in decoding words.

RF.1.3�.b Decode regularly spelled one-syllable words.

 COMMON CORE STATE STANDARDS

 Short a: a/High-Frequency Words
RF.1.3� Know and apply grade-level phonics and word analysis skills in decoding words.

RF.1.3�.b Decode regularly spelled one-syllable words. 

RF.1.3�.g Recognize and read grade-appropriate irregularly spelled words. 



WORD WORK

PRESENT
Write the Words for Opposites in pairs on the 
board: left, right; in, out; come, go; up, down.

•  Point to the word left. This is the word 
left. Say it and spell it with me—left, 
l-e-f-t, left.

•  Hold up your left hand. Listen to this 
sentence. This is my left hand. What 
word means the opposite of left? (right)

•  Point to the word right. This is the word 
right. Say it and spell it with me—right, 
r-i-g-h-t, right. The words left and right 
are opposites.

PRACTICE
• T urn to your neighbor and use the word 

left in a sentence. Use the word right 
in the same sentence. Then switch 
roles. Listen as children use the words 
left and right in sentences.

•  After 30–45 seconds, bring the group back 
together. Who would like to share some 
of your sentence pairs?

Continue the routine with the other pairs of 
Words for Opposites.

Decoding
Decodable  
Practice Reader 1A

 Short a: a

PREVIEW DECODABLE READER 1A
Have children turn to page 97 of Decodable 
Practice Reader 1.1. Ask them to read the 
words listed on the page independent of 
context. Have children read the title and 
preview the story. Remind them that they will 
decode words with the short a vowel sound.

APPLY DECODING IN CONTEXT
Pair children for reading and listen carefully 
as they decode. One child begins. Children 
should read the entire story, switching 
readers after each page. Partners reread the 
story, but this time the other child begins.

INTERVENTION
If... children have difficulty decoding a word, 
then... refer them to the Sound-Spelling 
Cards to identify the sounds in the word. 
Then prompt them to blend the word.

• What is the new word?
• Is the new word a word you know?
• Does it make sense in the story?

PRACTICE FLUENCY
Have children reread Decodable Practice 
Reader 1A to develop automaticity decoding 
words with the short a vowel sound.

WORDS FOR OPPOSITES

left right in out

come go up down

APPLY
In this lesson we have learned about 
words that are opposites: left, right; in, 
out; come, go; up, down. Write the eight 
words on separate index cards, mix the 
cards, and place them facedown in rows on 
a table.

We are going to play a word matching 
game. We will match the words that are 
opposites. I will show you what to do. 
Model by turning over two cards, reading the 
words aloud, and deciding whether or not 
the words are opposites. If they are, put the 
cards side by side on the board ledge. If they 
are not, turn them facedown again.

Call on a volunteer to take the next turn. 
When the four pairs of words have been 
matched, gather, mix, and place the cards 
facedown on the table to begin the game 
again.

ROUTINE: Oral Rereading

1 Read Have children read the entire 
book orally.

2 Reread To achieve optimal fluency, 
children should reread the text three  
or four times.

3 Intervention Listen as children 
read. Provide corrective feedback 
regarding their fluency and decoding.
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RF.1.3�.b Decode regularly spelled one-syllable words.

RF.1.4.a Read on-level text with purpose and understanding.

RF.1.4.b Read on-level text orally with accuracy, appropriate 
rate, and expression on successive readings.

RF.1.4.c Use context to confirm or self-correct word 
recognition and understanding, rereading as necessary.

 COMMON CORE STATE STANDARDS

 Words for Opposites
RF.1.4 Read with sufficient accuracy and fluency to  
support comprehension.

L.1.4 Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and 
multiple-meaning words and phrases based on grade 1  
reading and content, choosing flexibly from an array of 
strategies.

L.1.5 Explain major differences between books that tell stories 
and books that give information, drawing on a wide reading of 
a range of text types.


