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GRADE 3 UNIT 1  
Observing the World Around Us 
 

GRADE 3 UNIT 2  
Connecting Character, Culture, and Community 

GRADE 3 UNIT 3  
Seeking Explanations 

GRADE 3 UNIT 4  
Becoming an Active Citizen 

Module A 
 
Performance Based 
Assessment Task: 
Narrating Our World 
 
WRITING TYPE: 
Narrative 
 
Students will observe a 
busy area, just as the 
characters in The Case 
of the Gasping Garbage 
and take notes on the 
people, events and 
environment. Students 
will use their 
observations to write an 
original narrative story 
featuring characters and 
settings from their world.  
 
Target Standards: 
W.3.3. Write narratives 
to develop real or 
imagined experiences or 
events using effective 
technique, descriptive 
details, and clear event 
sequences. a. Establish 
a situation and introduce 
a narrator and/ or 
characters; organize an 
event sequence that 
unfolds naturally. b. Use 
dialogue and 
descriptions of actions, 
thoughts, and feelings to 
develop experiences 
and events or show the 
response of characters 
to situations. c. Use 
temporal words and 
phrases to signal event 
order. d. Provide a 
sense of closure. 

Module B 
 
Performance Based 
Assessment Task: 
In the News 
 
WRITING TYPE: 
Informative/ Explanatory 
 
Students will write an 
informative/explanatory 
news article on one 
living thing. Topics will 
be selected by the 
students.   
 
Target Standards: 
W.3.2. Write 
informative/explanatory 
texts to examine a topic 
and convey ideas and 
information clearly. 
a. Introduce a topic and 
group related 
information together; 
include illustrations 
when useful to aiding 
comprehension. b. 
Develop the topic with 
facts, definitions, and 
details. c. Use linking 
words and phrases (e.g., 
also, another, and, 
more, but) to connect 
ideas within categories 
of information. d. 
Provide a concluding 
statement or section. 
 

Module A 
 
Performance Based 
Assessment Task: 
Miss Agnes Returns 
 
WRITING TYPE: 
Narrative 
 
Students will use what 
they have learned about 
character to write a next 
scene in the book.  They 
can act it out with 
partners or create a 
visual element to 
complement the scene, 
showing their knowledge 
of character. 
 
Target Standards: 
W.3.3. Write narratives 
to develop real or 
imagined experiences or 
events using effective 
technique, descriptive 
details, and clear event 
sequences. 
a. Establish a situation 
and introduce a narrator 
and/ or characters; 
organize an event 
sequence that unfolds 
naturally. b. Use 
dialogue and 
descriptions of actions, 
thoughts, and feelings to 
develop experiences 
and events or show the 
response of characters 
to situations. c. Use 
temporal words and 
phrases to signal event 
order. d. Provide a 
sense of closure. 
 

Module B 
 
Performance Based 
Assessment Task: 
Community Compare 
and Contrast  
 
WRITING TYPE: 
Informative/ 
Explanatory 
 
Students will use what 
they have learned to 
compare and contrast 
the ways of life of two 
communities. They will 
share their compare and 
contrast understandings 
with a multimedia 
presentation. 
 
Target Standards: 
W.3.2. Write 
informative/explanatory 
texts to examine a topic 
and convey ideas and 
information clearly. 
a. Introduce a topic and 
group related 
information together; 
include illustrations 
when useful to aiding 
comprehension.  
b. Develop the topic with 
facts, definitions, and 
details. 

Module A 
 
Performance Based 
Assessment Task: 
The Power of Story 
 
WRITING TYPE: 
Opinion 
 
What is the benefit of 
stories as a way to 
explain things or allay 
fears? Students will 
write to support their 
opinion about this using 
text examples from 
Storm in the Night and 
Knots on a Counting 
Rope. 
 
Target Standards: 
W.3.1. Write opinion 
pieces on familiar topics 
or texts, supporting a 
point of view with 
reasons. a. Introduce 
the topic or book they 
are writing about, state 
an opinion, and create 
an organizational 
structure that lists 
reasons. b. Provide 
reasons that support the 
opinion. c. Use linking 
words and phrases (e.g., 
because, therefore, 
since, for example) to 
connect opinion and 
reasons. d. Provide a 
concluding statement or 
section. 
 

Module B 
 
Performance Based 
Assessment Task: 
News Report 
 
WRITING TYPE: 
Informative/ Explanatory 
 
Students will use what 
they have learned from 
Weather and Living 
Through a Natural 
Disaster to create an 
engaging news report 
recounting an 
experience that 
demonstrates an 
understanding of the 
relationship between 
human beings and the 
weather/climate/Earth 
using relevant, 
descriptive details and 
visual displays that 
emphasize and enhance 
details and facts.  
 
Target Standards: 
W.3.2. Write 
informative/explanatory 
texts to examine a topic 
and convey ideas and 
information clearly. 
a. Introduce a topic and 
group related 
information together; 
include illustrations 
when useful to aiding 
comprehension. b. 
Develop the topic with 
facts, definitions, and 
details. c. Use linking 
words and phrases (e.g., 
also, another, and, 
more,but) to connect 
ideas within categories 
of information. d. 
Provide a concluding 
statement or section. 

Module A 
 
Performance Based 
Assessment Task: 
Interview Active 
Citizens! 
 
WRITING TYPE: 
Opinion 
 
Students will identify an 
active citizen in their 
family, their school, or 
their local community to 
interview about taking 
action and making 
change. Students will 
use the information from 
the interviews to write an 
opinion piece on a topic. 
 
Target Standards: 
W.3.1. Write opinion 
pieces on familiar topics 
or texts, supporting a 
point of view with 
reasons. a. Introduce 
the topic or book they 
are writing about, state 
an opinion, and create 
an organizational 
structure that lists 
reasons. b. Provide 
reasons that support the 
opinion. c. Use linking 
words and phrases (e.g., 
because, therefore, 
since, for example) to 
connect opinion and 
reasons. d. Provide a 
concluding statement or 
section. 

Module B 
 
Performance Based 
Assessment Task: 
Design Your Own 
Government 
 
WRITING TYPE: 
Informative/ Explanatory 
 
Students will research 
and take notes on how 
our government works. 
Students will use their 
research to form an 
opinion about why our 
government works well, 
and will then create a 
presentation including 
their findings and their 
opinions.  
 
Target Standards: 
W.3.1. Write opinion 
pieces on familiar topics 
or texts, supporting a 
point of view with 
reasons. a. Introduce 
the topic or book they 
are writing about, state 
an opinion, and create 
an organizational 
structure that lists 
reasons. b. Provide 
reasons that support the 
opinion. c. Use linking 
words and phrases (e.g., 
because, therefore, 
since, for example) to 
connect opinion and 
reasons. d. Provide a 
concluding statement or 
section. 
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Module A 
 
Anchor Text   
The Case of the 
Gasping Garbage              
by Michele Torrey  
AD460L 
Literary Text 
 
Supporting Texts 
Thunder Cake by 
Patricia Polacco 630L 
 
"Locartion, Location, 
Location" from The 
Lemonade War by 
Jacqueline Davies 630L 

Module B 
 
Anchor Text   
At the Root of It by 
Robert Newell 690L 
Informational Text 
 
Supporting Texts 
Let’s Classify Organisms  
860L 
 
The Moon Seems to 
Change by Franklin M. 
Branley 470L  

Module A 
 
Anchor Text   
The Year of Miss Agnes 
by Kirkpatrick Hill 790L 
Literary Text  
   
Supporting Texts 
“Athabascan Culture” by 
Ron Fridell  
 
The Frog Princess: A 
Tlingit Legend from 
Alaska retold by Eric 
Kimmel 
 

Module B 
 
Anchor Text   
What Is a Community? 
From A to Z by Bobbie 
Kalman IG 680L  
Informational Text 
  
Supporting Texts 
Around Our Way on 
Neighbors’ Day by 
Tameka Fryer Brown  
AD 630L 
 
City Homes by Nicola 
Barber NC 760L 
 

Module A 
 
Anchor Text   
Storm in the Night by 
Mary Stoltz 550L               
Literary Text 
 
Supporting Texts 
Knots On a Counting 
Rope by Bill Martin Jr. 
and John Archambault 
540L  
 
Paul Bunyan adapted by 
Stephen Krensky 790L 
 
 
 

Module B 
 
Anchor Text   
Weather by Seymour 
Simon AD 1020L 
Informational Text 
 
Supporting Texts 
Living Through a Natural 
Disaster by Eve Recht      
940L 
 
On the Same Day in 
March: A Tour of the 
World's Weather by 
Marilyn Singer AD540L 
 
 
 

Module A 
 
Anchor Text   
Behind Rebel Lines: The 
Incredible Story of 
Emma Edmonds, Civil 
War Spy by Seymour 
Reit 830L 
Informational Text 
 
Supporting Texts The 
Ride: The Legend of 
Betsy Dowdy AD 510L 
 
Back of the Bus by 
Aaron Reynolds 720L  

Module B 
 
Anchor Text   
What Is a Government? 
By Logan Everett and 
Simon Adams 950L           
Informational Text 
 
Supporting Texts Who 
Really Created 
Democracy? By Amie 
Jane Leavitt 640L 
 
A More Perfect Union: 
The Story of Our 
Constitution by Betsy 
and Giulio Maestro 
 

Enduring 
Understandings 
 
Readers understand 
characters’ motivations 
and actions in stories. 
 
Writers understand that 
characters’ actions 
impact the sequence of 
events in a story.  
 
Learners understand 
that close observation 
helps to identify 
problems and find 
solutions. 
 

Enduring 
Understandings 
 
Readers understand 
main ideas by looking 
closely at the facts and 
details used to support 
them. 
 
Writers understand how 
to convey information 
about main ideas and 
details through text 
features and 
illustrations. 
 
Learners understand 
how close observation 
can explain how and 
why things in the world 
change over time. 

Enduring 
Understandings 
 
Readers understand 
that a character 
contributes to a 
sequence of events. 
 
Writers understand that 
a central message is 
conveyed thought the 
actions of a character. 
 
Learners understand 
that relationships within 
a community are 
affected by culture and 
community. 
 

Enduring 
Understandings 
 
Readers understand 
that photographs, 
illustrations, and 
captions help us master 
concepts in 
informational text. 
 
Writers understand that 
ideas are clearly 
presented through the 
structure and features of 
texts.  
 
Learners understand 
that there are similarities 
and differences in 
communities around the 
world. 
 

Enduring 
Understandings 
 
Readers understand 
that stories help us 
explain the world to 
each other and through 
generations, through 
central message, moral 
and theme.  
 
Writers understand that 
opinion writing supports 
a point of view, with 
reasons. 
 
Learners understand 
that oral histories 
transmit experience, 
explanations and 
wisdom for generations. 
 
 

Enduring 
Understandings 
 
Readers will understand 
how to seek answers to 
research questions 
about a topic, using 
informational texts that 
describe how and why 
things occur in nature. 
 
Writers understand that 
related information goes 
together when 
presenting a topic, with 
facts, definitions, and 
details. 
 
Learners will 
understand scientific 
reasons for how and 
why things occur in 
nature. 
 
 

Enduring 
Understandings 
 
Readers understand 
that characters’ roles 
influence the events, 
plot, theme in a story. 
 
Writers understand that 
characters’ actions can 
reveal big ideas of a 
text. 
 
Learners understand 
that active citizens can 
be agents for positive 
change when they stand 
up for what they believe 
in. 

Enduring 
Understandings 
 
Readers understand 
that texts contain a main 
idea and details to 
support it. 
 
Writers understand 
using different sources 
enhances their writing. 
 
Learners will 
understand that types of 
governments in nations 
around the world have 
different structures and 
varied processes. 
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Big Idea and Content 
Connection 
 
Close Observation 
Problem Solving 
Change over Time 
 
Science Content 
Connection 
Science and 
Engineering Practices  
 
Analyze and interpret 
data to make sense [of 
phenomena using 
logical reasoning. 
 

Big Idea and Content 
Connection 
 
Connections 
Relationships 
 
Science Content 
Connection 
1-LS1-2. Read texts and 
use media to determine 
patterns in behavior of 
parents and offspring 
that help offspring 
survive. 

Big Idea and Content 
Connection 
 
Relationships  
Community 
Culture 
 
Social Studies Content 
Connection 
3.3.a. The culture of a 
group or individual 
changes and evolves in 
response to interactions 
with other cultures or in 
response to needs. 
3.2.b. All peoples have 
rich cultural heritages 
and traditions. 

Big Idea and Content 
Connection 
 
Relationships 
Community 
Culture 
 
Social Studies Content 
Connection 
3.1. Families, schools, 
and communities differ 
from place to place 
around the world. 
 

Big Idea and Content 
Connection 
 
Oral Histories 
Generations  
 
Social Studies Content 
Connection 
3.11.a. People in world 
communities use 
legends, folktales, oral 
histories, biographies, 
and historical narratives 
to transmit cultural 
histories from one 
generation to the next.  
 

Big Idea and Content 
Connection 
 
Interactions 
Climates 
 
Science Content 
Connection 
3-ESS2-1. Represent 
data in tables and 
graphical displays to 
describe typical weather 
conditions expected 
during a particular 
season. 
3-ESS2-2. Obtain and 
combine information to 
describe climates in 
different regions of the 
world. 

Big Idea and Content 
Connection 
 
Courage 
 
Social Studies Content 
Connection 
3.4 c The role of the 
citizen vary across 
different types of political 
systems, and citizens 
play a greater role in the 
political process in some 
countries in comparison 
to others. 
3.2.c Prejudice and 
discrimination can be 
obstacles to 
understanding other 
cultures.   

Big Idea and Content 
Connection 
 
Governments 
 
Social Studies Content 
Connection  
3.4.b The processes of 
selecting leaders, 
solving problems, and 
making decisions differ 
across governments in 
nations and 
communities around the 
world.  
3.6.a The world is 
interconnected, and it is 
important to consider 
different cultural 
perspectives before 
proposing solutions to 
local, state, national, 
and global challenges.  
 
3.5 The concept of 
universal human rights 
suggests that all people 
should be treated fairly 
and should have the 
opportunity to meet their 
basic needs.   

 


