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Challenge
Both IDEA2004 and NCLB recognize the right of all students to a high-quality standards-based education. 
These laws preclude the development of separate educational agendas for students with disabilities and 
hold educators accountable for ensuring that these students demonstrate progress according to the same 
standards. Students with disabilities must be provided with the opportunity to excel within the general 
curriculum and be prepared for future success, including college and/or careers. Meeting the unique and 
diverse needs of all of our students can be challenging.  In this new generation of high expectations for all, 
which is a fundamental goal of College and Career Ready Standards, a new school culture must  
be created.

Solution
Response to Intervention (RtI) and Universal Design for Learning (UDL) are innovative approaches for 
addressing the needs of a diverse population of students including students with disabilities. Both of these 
frameworks are critical to ensure that all students can participate and progress in the general education 
curriculum. Furthermore, schools that are successful in raising the achievement of students with special 
needs have established a culture in which the achievement of each and every student is considered a 
shared responsibility.1 A fundamental reality of implementing College and Career Readiness Standards 
in a Response to Intervention environment is that it requires a shared responsibility and an integrated 
teaching approach. Teachers must be knowledgeable of and be able to incorporate instructional supports 
for learning based on the principles of Universal Design for Learning which foster student engagement 
by presenting information in multiple ways and allowing for diverse avenues of action and expression. 
The UDL approach considers the needs of the greatest number and range of possible students and offers 
educational methods and materials that eliminate costly, cumbersome and after the fact adaptations. 
Utilizing a collaborative framework that includes RtI and principles of UDL, teachers will be able to meet 
the challenge of engaging all learners with diverse needs, abilities and backgrounds.

1 Will, Madeleine (1986). Educating Children with learning problems: a shared responsibility. Exceptional Children.  Feb., 52 (5).


