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English Learners: Achieving Academic Growth and 
Language Proficiency
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Challenge
School districts are in the midst of many new challenges as a result of the dramatic increase in the 
English learner population. Educators not only have to meet the academic needs of a diverse population 
of students, but Title III of NCLB now holds school districts accountable 
for both the academic achievement and English language proficiency of 
English learners. 

According to the U.S. Department of Education, officials from Title III districts report the following 
challenges in their attempts to meet the needs of English learners:

• Inconsistency in the process of identifying ELs (Assessment)
• Difficulties recruiting and retaining qualified ESL teachers  
(Professional Development)
• Lack of information about proven EL instructional programs (Instruction)
• Concerns about the validity of content assessments and the loss of 
instructional time to testing (Progress Monitoring)

As school districts across the nation attempt to meet the needs of this varied population of students, the 
need for an integrated and comprehensive solution is evident. Districts must be assured that ELs are 
achieving academic growth and language proficiency. Districts need to know ELs will be reclassified and be 
able to join mainstream content classes.
  
Solution
An integrated and comprehensive solution for ELs needs to address assessment, professional 
development, and instruction in unison. When these areas work together as an integrated system, schools 
can begin to meet the academic and language development needs of their ELs. A system should help 
school districts perform the following functions:

• School and District Level Evaluation Districts and schools need 
to be able to evaluate the validity of the plans and policies 
already in place to meet the needs of English learners, as well 
as to determine necessary revisions to those plans and policies.

• Student Assessment Districts and schools need to be able to 
assess their English learners’ English proficiency and academic 
achievement in order to institute appropriate instruction.

• Professional Development Educators need access to professional 
development opportunities that will help them rise to  
these challenges.

• Instruction English learners need instruction that focuses on 
both the development of language proficiency and content-area knowledge.

When assessment, professional development, and instruction work in unison, districts will be able to meet 
the challenges posed by the increasing EL population, attend to the academic growth of ELs, and develop 
language proficiency of ELs that will lead to EL reclassification

1 out of every 4 students 
will be an ELL by 2025.

25% dropout rate for 
ELLs, higher (33%) 
for long-term ELLs.

“Urgency, acceleration, and 
focus! They no longer have 
the luxury of years remaining 
in school to close academic 
gaps and develop language 
proficiency and literacy.” 
Reparable Harm, 2010


