Freddy Hiebert’s

Research-Based
Reading Intervention
for Grades 6–12

QReads

TM

offers a fast, easy, and manageable way to help
struggling students experience reading success.
Students will build content knowledge and vocabulary
to more readily access complex texts.

Just 15
minutes
a day!

QReads improves fluency and
comprehension for at-risk students.
Just 15 minutes a day!
The QReads instructional routine takes just 15 minutes every day.
You can supplement your regular reading program to help those
students struggling most with reading.

Students read every day.
Struggling students typically don’t read enough to make positive strides in
reading. In QReads, students read a passage three times to improve fluency
and comprehension. Struggling readers also tend to lack critical vocabulary
and background knowledge. QReads systematically builds both skills as students
become fluent readers.
Step One
Students read a QReads passage to themselves, either aloud
or silently, at their own pace. They build on their prior knowledge
and work on remembering the main idea of the passage.
Step Two
Students then hear the same passage modeled by a fluent
reader. Listening to someone read helps students understand
how a passage should sound.
Step Three
Students read as much of the passage as they can in one
minute. This allows for assessment of fluency and comprehension.

QReads works!
In nationwide studies, QReads students performed significantly better. Students
consistently gained reading speed while improving accuracy and comprehension.
This gain was consistent for students in ALL levels of achievement.

“Research shows that repeated
and consistent reading of texts—
that are both informational and
accessible—increases fluency
and content knowledge.”
– Dr. Elfrieda H. Hiebert

Strategic intervention.
QReads is a strategic intervention
program that increases fluency,
vocabulary, comprehension, and
content knowledge for middle and
high school students. Short, high-interest
readings are based on the instructional
routine developed by Dr. Elfrieda (Freddy)
H. Hiebert, Research Associate at the
University of California, Santa Cruz.
Dr. Hiebert’s model of accessible texts
for beginning and struggling readers—
TExT—has been used to develop widely
used reading programs, including
QuickReads® and Ready Readers. She
currently serves on the International
Reading Association (IRA) Committee on
the Common Core State Standards.

QReads
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QReads uses high-interest,
informational texts.
Students are engaged and encouraged.
QReads engages students with accessible readings at grade-appropriate interest levels.
These cross-curricular readings incorporate content and high-order concepts from:
• Science
• Social Studies
• Literature and Language
• Art and Culture
The texts use 98% high-frequency words and 2% content-specific vocabulary to aid
comprehension. The 2% vocabulary words are repeated throughout the text for sustained
practice. QReads is especially helpful for English learners, because it allows them to learn
both content and English vocabulary at the same time.

Each week includes a main selection plus four related readings to build
content knowledge on a single topic.
Our North American Neighbors

Passage title

Mexico City
Mexico’s capital, Mexico City, is the oldest city in North
America. When the Spanish arrived in North America more

21

Passage with numerals
to indicate word counts

than 450 years ago, they found a city already located there.
43

People called the Aztecs had built the city, which had some

large pyramids. Today, visitors from around the world go to
57

see the Aztec pyramids.

Mexico City is also famous for its size and height. It is the

Key Notes for optional,
ungraded note-taking practice

81

second-largest city in the world. More than 25 million people,
or about one-fifth of the Mexican population, live there.
Mexico City is also the highest city in North America. It is
112

almost one and one-half miles above sea level.

Fast Facts
The Aztec people built Mexico City.

• Mexico City has the largest
population of any city in
North America.
• Mexico City was founded
by the Aztecs almost 700
years ago.

Key Notes
Mexico City What did the Spanish settlers find when they arrived
in North America?

• Mexico City is more than
570 square miles in area.
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Readings Related to Our
North American Neighbors
2/19/07 11:26:51 AM

1. Three North American Countries
2. Comparing Canada and the United States
3. Mexico and Its North American Neighbors
4. Mexico City
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QReads

Just 15
minutes
a day!

The topics in QReads align with state, national, and content-area standards
and Common Core State Standards.
Science
Life Science
Earth Science
Physical Science

Social Studies
Civics
Geography/Economics
History

Art & Culture
Culture Studies
Fine & Performing Arts
Everyday Arts

Literature & Language
Literature
Communication
Everyday Reading

Review materials assist in retention.
After students have finished with their four related reading
passages, they complete three short review sections.

Building Comprehension
Students write one, two, or three short sentences
about the main idea and vocabulary of each selection.

Building Vocabulary
Students reinforce their understanding of key
vocabulary by first matching words to their
definitions, then placing the words in sentences
that use the same meaning in a different context.

Building Connections
Graphic organizers and writing prompts help
students see how all four readings in one topic
are related.

QReads
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QReads is easy to manage.
Make the right decisions.

QReads levels match students to text.

The QReads Teacher’s Guide helps you make the right
decisions for your class. Along with instructional routines
and answer keys, you’ll find useful tools such as ESL
strategies, pacing guides, and guides for placement
and assessment.

Placement tools in the Teacher’s Guide help you ensure every
student learns at the right level.

QReads
Level

Readability
Level

Level A

Early 2nd

Level B

2nd

Level C

3rd

Level D

4th

• Self-Check Graph and reading log for students

Level E

5th

• Parent guide for supporting reading

Level F

6th

The Teacher’s Guide also includes:
• Literacy research
• Scientific base for QReads instructional routine
• Extension activities for vocabulary support
and content knowledge building

QReads Group Kits

Student Guides

Teacher’s Guide

Playaway® Audio Device

Each kit contains two levels, providing a cost-effective
and flexible program for your classroom.
• 1 Teacher’s Guide (dual level A/B, C/D, and E/F)
• 6 Student Guides for each level (12 Student Guides per kit)
• 2 Playaway® Audio Devices (dual level A/B, C/D, and E/F
digital audiobooks for modeled reading passages)
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Just 15
minutes
a day!

Research-Based Fluency Instruction for Grades 2–6
LEVEL B • BOOK 2

LEVEL B • BOOK 1

LEVEL A • BOOK 3

COMMON CORE SUPPORT

COMMON CORE SUPPORT

COMMON CORE SUPPORT

Elfrieda H. Hiebert, Ph.D.

LEVEL B • BOOK 1

LEVEL B • BOOK 2

Elfrieda H. Hiebert, Ph.D.

Elfrieda H. Hiebert, Ph.D.

QUICKREADS

QUICKREADS

BOOK 3

BOOK 1

BOOK 2

A

B

B

ISBN-13: 978-1-4284-3149-2
ISBN-10:
1-4284-3149-7
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LEVEL B • BOOK 3

LEVEL B • BOOK 3
LEVEL C • BOOK 2
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Elfrieda H. Hiebert, Ph.D.

Elfrieda H. Hiebert, Ph.D.

QUICKREADS

BOOK 3

BOOK 2

B

C
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9

RDG12_QR_SE_LC_CVR.indd 2

781428 431539

3/29/11 5:39 PM

Research-Based Reading Intervention for Grades 6–12

QReads
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Pearson is working to deliver real results that break through the challenges in education
today. We partner with educators to develop new personalized ways of learning through
effective, scalable assessment and instructional tools, enabled by technology and supported
by services. Together, we’re improving learning outcomes and transforming lives.
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Learn more at PearsonK12.com

PearsonSchool.com/QReads
800-848-9500
International customers: visit
PearsonGlobalSchools.com
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