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How do you prepare young children for college and careers? 

You invite them to read, to write, to explore concepts. You 

engage them intellectually and emotionally in authentic texts 

and compelling ideas. ReadyGEN™ is a new generation of literacy 

instruction for next-generation learning.
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READY TO LEARN 
Read closely, think deeply, show what you know . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .4

READY TO TEACH 
Instructional routines, strategies, tools you can use . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .8

READY TO SOAR
Scaffolds, considerations, meaningful assessments . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .18

READY TO USE
Student and teacher resources . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .24

A WHOLE NEW 
LEVEL OF READY

TO INSPIRE 
EVERYTHING 
YOU DO
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ReadyGEN makes 

the transition to 

new Common Core 

instructional practices 

easy and explicit.

ready to

INSTRUCTIONAL SHIFTS

SHIFT 1
BALANCING 

INFORMATIONAL 
AND LITERARY TEXT
ReadyGEN text sets reflect 

true balance between fiction 
and nonfiction.

SHIFT 3
STAIRCASE OF 
COMPLEXITY

ReadyGEN provides time 
and scaffolded support 

for close reading of 
complex texts.

SHIFT 2
KNOWLEDGE IN 
THE DISCIPLINES

ReadyGEN focuses on Big 
Ideas that connect content.

SHIFT 4
TEXT-BASED 

ANSWERS
ReadyGEN emphasizes 
text-based questioning, 
writing, conversations, 

and team talk.

SHIFT 5
WRITING FROM 

SOURCES
ReadyGEN prepares 

students to write from 
sources and defend 

their claims.

SHIFT 6
VOCABULARY

ReadyGEN introduces 
generative vocabulary 

instruction to give 
students greater access 
to many more words.
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A LIBRARY FOR EVERY CHILD!

COMMON CORE READY
No need to search for texts. ReadyGEN provides the right mix of  
literary and informational texts. Every student in Grades 1–5* will receive:

•  TRADE BOOKS 
12 full-length,  
authentic trade books

•  TEXT COLLECTION 
Multiple genres, topically 
related texts

•  SLEUTH 
Short texts to practice  
close reading

*  At Kindergarten, teachers receive one set of trade books to be used as read alouds.
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UNIT MODULE 
STRUCTURE

ReadyGEN is organized around 
units and modules. At Grades 

K–2, there are six units per grade 
level. At Grades 3–5, there are 

four units per grade level.

DEEP EXPLORATION 
ReadyGEN is designed 
for deep exploration. 
The Performance-Based 
Assessment at the end of 
each module is the engine 
that drives all tasks and 
promotes positive outcomes.

ReadyGEN employs the backward-mapping of the 

Understanding by Design* framework. The goal is to 

ensure deep and transferable understanding of Big Ideas, 

Enduring Understandings, and Essential Questions.

Module A

Module B

UNIT

ready to

* UNDERSTANDING BY DESIGN® AND UbD™ are 
trademarks of ASCD, and are used under license.

G
rade 2 U

nit 2

Dig Deeply into Complex Text

Big Idea
•	Decisions

Enduring Understandings
•	Readers	understand	that	knowing	the	
structure	of	a	story	helps	them	comprehend	
the	text.

•	Writers	understand	that	use	of	details,	
descriptive	language,	and	dialogue	
enhances	writing.

•	Learners	will	explore	content	to	understand	
that	people	make	decisions	based	on	their	
needs	and	wants.

“Knows” and “Dos”

ESSENTIAL QUESTIONS
How	do	readers	identify	beginnings	
and	endings?

How	does	using	details	describing	
actions,	thoughts,	and	feelings	make	
stories	more	interesting?

MODULE GOALS
Readers	will	describe	the	structure	
of	a	story,	with	a	special	emphasis	on	
beginnings	and	endings.

Writers	will	write	a	narrative	that	recounts	
a	sequence	of	events	using	beginnings,	
endings,	and	details	to	describe	actions,	
thoughts,	and	feelings.

EXPLORE CONTENT 	Learners	will	explore	
content	to	recognize	that	people	make	
decisions	based	on	their	needs,	wants,	
and	the	availability	of	resources.

Path to Common Core Success

Unit 2 • MODULE A

RGEN14_TG2_U2FM_ModA_MO.indd   16 21/02/14   12:50 PM

Performance-Based Writing assessment
decision stories
Children will create a narrative using one of the texts from the module. They will 
create a character who needs or wants to buy something. Children will decide, 
as the author of this story, whether or not the character is able to buy it. They 
will use strong story structure of a beginning and ending, and include details to 
convey thoughts, actions, and feelings of their characters.

target standard
Common Core State Standard W.2.3 Write narratives in which they recount a 
well-elaborated event or short sequence of events, include details to describe 
actions, thoughts, and feelings, use temporal words to signal event order, and 
provide a sense of closure.
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Follow the path to close reading 
using the Super Sleuth Tips . . .
■ Look for Clues  

■ Ask Questions 

■ Make Your Case 

■ Prove It!

ISBN-13:
ISBN-10:

978-0-328-78989-4
0-328-78989-5

9 7 8 0 3 2 8 7 8 9 8 9 4
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Alexander, Who Used to  
Be Rich Last Sunday
Lexile AD570L 
Literary Text

A Chair for My Mother
Lexile 640L 
Literary Text

“I’ll Trade You”
“More Than Cash Dispensers”

Making Decisions

 1
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GUIDED INSTRUCTION
• Guided Close Reading

• Text-Based Questions

• Vocabulary and Text Features

• Scaffolded Instruction

COLLABORATON 
Focused Reading Instruction

• Benchmark Vocabulary

• Text-Based Conversation

• Team Talk

•  Language Analysis

INDEPENDENT TASKS
Independent Reading Practice

• Language Analysis

• Writing in Response to Reading

“I like to use this 

gradual release 

of responsibility 

metaphor as a 

way of thinking 

about what 

our role is as 

teachers.”
 P. David Pearson 
 University of 
 California, Berkeley 
 ReadyGEN Author

READING 
ROUTINE

The 

Read closely, think deeply, show what you’ve learned. 

This is the essence of good Common Core instruction. 

The ReadyGEN reading routine helps you teach and 

practice this process every day.

GRADUAL RELEASE  
OF RESPONSIBILITY

MODELING
• Explore the Text

•  Read Aloud/Read Together
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3 WRITING 
TYPES
ReadyGEN focuses 
on the three types 
of writing that are 
critical to college  
and career readiness.

• Opinion/Argument

•  Informative/
Explanatory

• Narrative

E-WRITING TOOL
Children can use the 
online Reader’s and 
Writer’s Journal to draft 
ideas as they read, think, 
and work in peer groups.

WRITING IN RESPONSE TO READING
During every ReadyGEN lesson, students are taught to carefully 
analyze, synthesize, write to sources, and defend claims. 

WRITING
STORY

The 

In ReadyGEN, students read like 

detectives, and they write like reporters.
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“Generative [vocabulary] instruction aims to make 

visible to students critical features and functions 

of words and connections among words. This 

knowledge is intended to support students in 

generating meanings of unknown words in texts.”
       Elfrieda “Freddy” Hiebert
  TextProject and University of California, Santa Cruz
 ReadyGEN Author

VOCABULARY READINESS 

•  Benchmark Vocabulary: words 
that are worthy of a deep 
dive during Focused Reading 
instruction

•  By-the-Way Words: Sophisticated 
or unusual words that can be 
stumbling blocks—defined during 
Close Reading

TEXT-BASED  
VOCABULARY 
ROUTINES
ReadyGEN helps 
you explicitly teach 
vocabulary and 
practice routines 
in order to help 
students determine 
word and phrase 
meaning.

VOCABULARY
ReadyGEN offers groundbreaking generative vocabulary instruction to help 

you teach children about words—how they work and how they’re connected. 

Generative vocabulary prepares children for the unfamiliar words in complex texts.

Generate GENERATIVE VOCABULARY INSTRUCTION
by Elfrieda Hiebert and P. David Pearson

Download the white paper at PearsonSchool.com/ReadyGEN
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You can’t teach complex texts and ideas without teaching students critical 

foundational skills. These skills are the entryway into language, letters, words, 

vocabulary, and texts.

KIT COMPONENTS
• Teacher’s Guide (K–5)

• Picture Cards (K–3)

• Alphabet Cards (K–3)

• High-Frequency Word Cards (K–3)

• Vocabulary Cards (4–5)

• Kindergarten Readers (K)

• Decodable Readers (1–3)

• Practice Readers (4-5)

• Phonics Activity Mats (K–3)

• Letter Tiles (K–5)

• Sound-Spelling Cards (1–3)

• Phonics Songs and Rhymes Flip Chart (K)

• Audio CD (K)

A SOLID 
FOUNDATION 

PHONICS  
AND WORD  
ANALYSIS KITS
ReadyGEN provides you with many 
opportunities to engage children in 
hands-on learning activities. 

•  Proven Scope and Sequence

•  Explicit and Systematic Instruction

• Practice and Apply Skills in Text

English
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 From: The Super Sleuths
 Subject: Mysteries

Dear Junior Sleuthhound,

Mysteries are all around. There could be a 
mystery on your playground. There could 
be a mystery in a faraway land. There 
could be mysteries between the pages of 
this book! So what do you do to solve a 
mystery? Become a sleuthhound! Look for 
clues. Ask interesting questions. Then put 
all the pieces together and prove your 
answers. This book gives you a chance to 
practice skills that sleuths use. As you read 
this book use the Super Sleuth Steps to 
find answers to some really big questions! 

Good luck!

4
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Super Sleuth StepS

look for Clues
•	 Look	back	through	the	text	and	pictures.	 

What	do	they	tell	you?
•	 Write	or	draw	what	you	learn.	It	will	 

help	you	remember.
•	 Look	for	important	ideas	and	try	to	 

put	the	clues	together.	

Ask	Questions
•	 Super	sleuths	ask	great	questions.	
•	 Be	curious.
•	 Try	to	find	out	more.

Make	Your	Case
•	 Look	at	all	the	clues	and	summarize	 

what	you	know.
•	 Use	what	you	learn	and	already	know	 

to	think	of	your	own	ideas.
•	 Tell	what	you	think.

Prove	It!
•	 Show	what	you	have	learned.
•	 Work	with	others.	Share	the	adventure!

5
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SMALL GROUP  
DISCUSSION ROUTINE
A supportive routine helps 
you encourage thoughtful 
conversations, clarify 
understandings, and unpack 
text specifics.

Are your students ready to handle the rigor of 

complex texts? ReadyGEN supports small groups with 

close reading practice and scaffolded instruction.

SLEUTH
Students will read like a detective! Use Sleuth during 
group time to teach children the art of close reading 
and writing. What do detectives do? 

• Look for Clues

• Ask Questions

• Make Your Case

• Prove It!

SMALL GROUP LESSON
Daily lessons provide strategic support and extensions for group time. 
Students focus on close reading, writing, and language analysis.

ready to

LEVELED  

TEXT LIBRARY
60 topically-related 

titles per grade 
provide an on-ramp 
to grade-level text
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SUPPORT
ALL LEARNERS

for

Children come to class with 

different backgrounds and skills. 

How do you support every 

child, including English language 

learners and students with 

reading difficulties? ReadyGEN 

has the answer.

SCAFFOLDED  
STRATEGIES HANDBOOK
Children will not thrive unless they’re encouraged and 
supported. This handbook provides support for working with 
students one-on-one, in pairs, and in whole or small groups. 

“The ongoing challenge 

for teachers and 

schools is to ensure 

that teachers have the 

resources, materials, 

and instructional 

models they need in 

order to effectively 

teach students with 

reading difficulties.”
 Sharon Vaughn 
 University of Texas 
 ReadyGEN Author

Unlock Informative/
Explanatory Writing
Introduce

Hold up an example of an informative/explanatory text that students are familiar 
with from your classroom library. Explain to students that the text is an example of 
informative/explanatory writing. Tell students that the writer researched facts and 
details to give the reader information about a specific topic. Allow students to look 
through the text and decide what the topic of the text is. 

Explain to students that the purpose of informative/explanatory writing is to explain 
a topic and to convey ideas and information clearly. Give a few examples of this 
type of writing, and have students join you to brainstorm a comprehensive list. You 
may add to the list throughout the year. 

understand task and tone 

Have volunteers talk about the tone, or voice, of informative/explanatory writing 
they have come across, and discuss what makes it different from other forms 
of writing. Show students examples of assignments that require them to write 
informative/explanatory texts. Tell students that they are often provided with 
a topic to write about. Remind them that before they begin writing, they must 
carefully read the assignment and understand all of its parts. They should also 
make sure they understand the purpose of their writing and who their audience 
is. Explain that most school assignments will be read by you, their teacher, and 
students should use a formal tone when writing about their topic.

refocus on the WrItIng type 

Throughout the year as students read or are asked to write informative/explanatory 
texts, remind them of the key features of this text type.

Informational/explanatory writing:

• Gives information accurately

• Explains “how” or “why” related to a topic 

• Includes facts and definitions

• May include visuals to make information more clear 

• May explain a process or relationships between events or ideas

Plan and Introduce a Topic 

Model and practIce

Model how to research and learn about a topic. You may walk students through 
the process of locating information using the resources in your classroom or media 
center. Remind students that informative/explanatory texts can take many forms 
depending on the purpose and audience (e.g., chronological, listing, compare 
and contrast, cause and effect, descriptions). Discuss the importance of an 
introduction when writing informative/explanatory texts.  

Model I once wrote about rainforests. First, I read some books about them. Then I 
thought about what I should write about. I decided to write about rainforest plants 
and animals. Introductions are important in writing because they help draw readers 
in and explain what the text will be about. My introductory sentence lets the reader 
know that rainforests are important and are home to interesting plants and animals. 

practIce Have students work in small groups and choose a topic about which 
they all have some knowledge. Ask each student to write a fact about the topic on 
a piece of paper. Have students share their facts and then determine what might 
be a good introduction that would reflect what they already know. Ask students to 
tell where they might look to learn more information on the topic.

deeper practIce Have students compare the introductions of three informative/
explanatory texts and tell which is strongest and why. Then invite students to write 
an alternate introduction to the one they thought was the weakest.

What students should knoW What students Will do

•  Gather information and gain content knowledge about the topic
•  Focus information: determine what information to include
•  Identify how information is grouped in texts students read

•  Group related information 

•  Identify how topics are introduced in texts students have read
•  Identify and use introductory words and phrases
• Write a strong introductory sentence

• Introduce a topic

98 Part 2 • Unlock the Writing  99
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englIsh language learners
If… students have trouble writing an introductory 
sentence,  

then… have them practice with a sentence from an 
existing text as a sentence frame. Ask students to 
underline the key words in the sentence. Help them 
replace the key words from that sentence with key 
words related to the topic about which they want to 
write. Reread the sentence together and determine if it 
makes sense or needs additional adjustments. Try with 
several other existing introductory sentences.

strugglIng WrIters
If… students get distracted when gathering 
information on a topic,  

then… have then write the name of the topic 
in large letters on the top of a piece of paper 
or note card. Remind students that only 
information related to that topic can be written 
down. Ask students to write the numbers one 
through five on the paper and then write a fact 
related to the topic by each number.

SUPPORT FOR EVERY TEXT
The Scaffolded Strategies Handbook 
provides additional instruction and 
practice for every ReadyGen text. 
Models of scaffolded instruction, 
useful strategies, and practical 
routines work in tandem with your 
ReadyGEN Teacher’s Guide.

• English Language learners

• Struggling readers and writers

• Accelerated learners

■  More support for English language 
learners, struggling readers and 
advanced learners

■	 	Scaffolded options to help  
unlock text

■	 	Scaffolded strategies to help 
unlock writing

■  Activities and routines to support 
reading, writing, speaking and 
listening and vocabulary acquisition

Scaffolded Strategies
Handbook
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ASSESSMENT
for

ReadyGEN links assessment to instruction, so you can teach thoughtfully 
and responsively. Students demonstrate their understanding through 
formative, summative, and performance-based assessments.

PERFORMANCE-BASED ASSESSMENT TASKS
The end goal of every ReadyGEN module is the Performance-Based Assessment.  
This is where students bring together all their learning through reading, writing, and exploring content.

MONITOR PROGRESS
“If/Then” formative assessments occur at key 
points in the lesson. Use these opportunities 
to correct misunderstandings right away.

END-OF-UNIT ASSESSMENT
The End-of-Unit Assessment offers 
usable data for instructional decisions.

FORMATIVE ASSESSMENT
Writing tasks allow you to quickly assess 
your students’ level of understanding. 

RESPONSIVE 
TEACHING

2322
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■  Reading and writing response 
opportunities

■  Practice for vocabulary and 
conventions

■  Interactive Sleuth passages for 
hands-on Close Reading practice

■  Reading and language analysis 
practice
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Grade4
■  Overview of Assessment in 
ReadyGEN, including

 ■  Tips for Assessing  
English Language Learners

 ■  Fluency and Running Records

■  Baseline Assessment

■  End-of-Unit Assessments
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TRADE BOOKS
• 12 full-length, authentic trade books

• Balance of literary and informational texts

• One set per student, Grades 1–5

• One set of 12 for teachers at Grade K

TEXT COLLECTION
• A collection of topically-related texts

•  Multiple genres—poems, primary 
sources, biographies, and more

•  Big Books at Kindergarten  
and Grade 1, Unit 1

SLEUTH
• Short texts for close reading routines

•  Look for Clues, Ask Questions,  
Make Your Case, Prove It!

• Performance-based assessments

LEVELED READERS (six copies each)

•  60 topically related texts per grade 

•  10 texts per unit, grades K–2

•  15 texts per unit, grades 3–5

WORD ANALYSIS KIT, 4–5
A collection of readers and 
interactive tools such as  
vocabulary cards and letter  
tiles support instruction in 
foundational skills

ASSESSMENT HANDBOOK 
TEACHER’S MANUAL
•  ReadyGEN Assessment Overview

• Baseline Assessment

• End-of-Unit Assessments

•  Answer key, rubrics and reproducibles

IMPLEMENTATION GUIDE
•  Tips for successful implementation

•  Annotated lessons

•  Common Core correlations

•  Classroom management suggestions

Text Collection
GEN A

b
c TM

3
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UNIT 1 UNIT 2
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TEACHER'S GUIDE
• One volume per unit

• 6 volumes, Grades K–2

• 4 volumes, Grades 3–5

Teacher’s Guide
GEN A

b
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UNIT 2

2
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ReadyGen_Cover_TG_Gr2_U2.indd   1 7/12/13   9:46 AM

SCAFFOLDED  
STRATEGIES HANDBOOK
•  Scaffolded strategies to unlock 

text and writing

•  Activities and routines to support 
reading, writing, and vocabulary 
acquisition

•  Support for ELLs, struggling 
readers, and accelerated learners

DIGITAL
•  Online access to student 

and teacher resources on 
computers and mobile devices

•  Flexible classroom 
management tools

•  Ability to search content by 
keyword or standard

• Interactive student journals

■  More support for English language 
learners, struggling readers and 
advanced learners

■	 	Scaffolded options to help  
unlock text

■	 	Scaffolded strategies to help 
unlock writing

■  Activities and routines to support 
reading, writing, speaking and 
listening and vocabulary acquisition

Scaffolded Strategies
Handbook
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AND TEACHER’S GUIDE
•  Reading and writing response opportunities

• Practice for vocabulary conventions

•  Hands-on close reading practice with interactive Sleuth passages

PHONICS KIT, K–3
A collection of readers and interactive 
tools such as picture cards and activity mats 
support instruction in foundational skills
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PUT A LIBRARY IN EACH STUDENT’S HANDS
 Students (Grade 1–5) receive 12 trade books for a school year filled 
with engaging, full-length literary and informational texts.

BUILD INDEPENDENCE 
 Program author P. David Pearson’s Gradual Release of Responsibility 
Model provides support where needed, while leading to independence.

READ LIKE A DETECTIVE 
Encourage students to follow the Sleuth through close reads and 
performance tasks.

WRITE LIKE A REPORTER 
Program author Pam Allyn helps you build strong writers who use text 
evidence, synthesize information, and make convincing cases.

ACCESS COMPLEX TEXT 
Text complexity rubrics provide scaffolding and knowledge on the 
complexity measures for each ReadyGEN text.

GENERATE VOCABULARY 
Program author Freddy Hiebert’s generative vocabulary approach 
provides greater access to more vocabulary.

ENGAGE WITH TECHNOLOGY 
Pearson eTexts and interactive journals engage students, while 
classroom management tools put everything you need at your fingertips.

SUPPORT ALL STUDENTS 
Scaffolded instruction shaped by ReadyGEN author Sharon Vaughn helps 
you differentiate instruction for all learners. 

PREPARE FOR ASSESSMENTS 
Daily progress monitoring, performance assessments, and unit 
assessments keep students on track for Common Core success.

BECOME AN EXPERT 
 On-site and online professional development inspire confidence as you 
implement the Common Core State Standards.

reasons
you’ll love ReadyGEN

™
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Find out more at 

PearsonSchool.com/ReadyGEN 

Try the online 
environment at 

PearsonRealize.com 


