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What is WriteToLearn?

WriteToLearn™ is a fully automated online literacy 

tool for building writing skills and developing reading 

comprehension for students in grades 4-12. This 

innovative web-based program provides students 

the opportunity to practice their essay and summary 

writing skills and expand their vocabulary. Personalized 

feedback, hints, and tips throughout encourage, instruct, 

and reward progress as students receive hands-on 

practice assigned and monitored by their teachers.

WriteToLearn instantly assesses student work by 

evaluating the meaning of text, not just grammar 

and spelling. With WriteToLearn, teachers can assign 

students practice writing while reducing time spent 

on laborious editing and scoring. As a result, they can 

spend more time on lesson planning and focused, 

individualized instruction.



3

How WriteToLearn Works for Students 

Student-Focused Features

WriteToLearn is designed to help students succeed. 

Features that help students improve their writing 

and reading comprehension skills include:

• Built-in language tools designed to help all students 

improve their writing skills, with special support 

features that are especially beneficial for struggling 

readers, writers, and English learners 

• Graphic organizers to help students map out ideas to 

be detailed in their writing

• Access to personalized comments from students’ teachers

Engage, Motivate & Improve Skills

As with computer games that provide immediate gratification for the player’s efforts, 

WriteToLearn’s online format encourages students to spend more time on literacy tasks. 

WriteToLearn provides students with reading passages to summarize and essay prompts to write 

from across the curriculum, supporting understanding of what students are learning. Students 

then receive immediate, detailed feedback on their writing and have the ability to revise and 

resubmit drafts as they work to improve their reading comprehension and writing skills. 

Online Writing Instruction Tool
Provides Immediate Feedback
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Summary Writing 

WriteToLearn includes nearly 1,000 reading passages from popular 

Pearson imprints, such as Scott Foresman’s Science and Reading 

Street, Prentice Hall’s Social Studies and Science, and Campbell’s 

Biology. Students read and summarize passages from across the 

curriculum (including English language arts, social studies, sciences, 

history and technical subjects). WriteToLearn evaluates what students 

write and gives them feedback on how well they covered the main 

ideas in the reading passage.

• Receive results with targeted feedback in  

just seconds

• Editing tools check and instruct students on:

 – Copying from the reading passage

 – Spelling

 – Grammar

 – Redundancy

 – Unimportant details

• Selected summary activities include hints  

to guide students along with questions to  

encourage a closer reading of the text

• Vocabulary exercises within select  

reading passages

• A highlighting tool to mark main and  

supporting ideas

Vocabulary Exercises  

Within selected reading passages, WriteToLearn takes students through a series of adaptive 

vocabulary exercises before they read the passage to help build their word knowledge for better 

content understanding. This practice personalizes students’ development of the academic 

vocabulary that will support them throughout the curriculum while building their reading 

comprehension and writing skills.



Receive Extra Help 

Struggling readers and writers receive the help they need to understand and complete summary 

writing, essay writing, and vocabulary building activities with built-in tools that simulate one-

on-one tutoring. These activities work well with before- and after-school programs, as well as 

summer school or summer writing programs.

WriteToLearn benefits all students, including:

• On-level students

• Struggling readers and writers

• English learners 

• Learning disabled and at-risk learners

• Special Education (IDEA)

Summary writing activities are automatically scored, providing students with 
an easy-to-read score and hints on how to further improve their summary. 
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“I like the way WriteToLearn shows 

us what we can improve on.”

— Jana Girt 
    7th Grade Student
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Essay Writing 

Students write essays responding 

to more than 650 thought-provoking 

topics from across the curriculum— 

such as community and global issues 

and Internet research techniques— 

and receive instant results and 

instructional feedback.

• Prompts to help students practice writing CCSS-required text 

types: argumentative, informative, and narrative essays 

• Editing tools evaluate and instruct students on:

 – Spelling

 – Grammar

 – Redundant content

• Essay tips, like summary hints, available for select essay prompts

• Overall score and scores on six popular traits of writing

• Teacher-created essay writing activities that can include links 

to source documents, images, and video clips

• Add References or Citations option allows students to source 

their work

In addition, teachers can customize scoring parameters and 

turn on or off support tools to meet the learning goals of 

each class, making WriteToLearn an ideal tool for learners 

at all levels.



Essays are scored immediately, providing students with instructional  
feedback and suggestions for improving their writing. 
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WriteToLearn’s program features and capabilities continue to evolve and expand, based on user 

feedback and changing education needs and standards. 

Enhancements to Support Common Core State Standards (CCSS)

• WriteToLearn offers more than 80 Common Core-

aligned argumentative, expository, and narrative 

writing prompts to challenge students to think 

critically, developing the writing skills required by 

the Common Core’s rigorous learning goals. 

• Pearson’s Reading Maturity Metric score and 

Common Core grade-band text complexity 

measures are assigned to every reading passage.

• WriteToLearn provides a dedicated area for citing 

evidence as well as other sources of information 

or quotes included in student work.

• To help teachers use the tool more effectively in 

support of the standards, WriteToLearn includes a 

new Common Core Guide. 

• Word prediction technology allows struggling 

students to select correct word choices with 

fewer keystrokes and produce writing products 

with greater skill. 

What’s New with WriteToLearn?



The built-in dictionary defines vocabulary words in reading passages to  
help build student word knowledge for better content understanding.

9

Added Support for Struggling Readers and Writers and English Learners

• WriteToLearn includes essay writing prompts 

and summary scoring capabilities, specifically 

designed to accelerate language acquisition skills. 

These select essays are scored with a 4-trait 

rubric that focuses on writing fundamentals. 

• Customers who have adopted the Pearson 

Longman Cornerstone and Pearson Longman 

Keystone series can use their print or e-books 

in combination with WriteToLearn in a blended 

environment that extends learning through the 

use of technology. 

• Printable graphic organizers provide a visual 

means for students to compile and organize 

information before they begin their essays.

• Essay writing advice is accessible for learners 

with lower reading and writing skills, and is 

revealed in digestible chunks, helping students 

understand each new piece of information.    

• WriteToLearn’s grammar checking has been 

updated to detect more common types of errors, 

with improvements of 20% in identifying errors 

of subject verb agreement or verb form. Grammar 

check is available in the summary writing 

component of WriteToLearn.
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Alignment with the Common Core 

Support for Common Core State Standards (CCSS)

In today’s information-driven world, strong writing skills are crucial to success in college and 

career, regardless of what path an individual chooses. WriteToLearn is focused on ensuring that 

students have the tools for developing the skills that the Common Core State Standards have 

set forth as requisite for achieving that success. These standards require students to develop 

more rigorous writing skills with a stronger emphasis on the ability to synthesize and summarize 

informational text, formulate an argument, and respond appropriately to source documents. 

How does WriteToLearn address 
the CCSS?

WriteToLearn helps students build the 

writing skills delineated in the new 

standards, and features more than 80 

Common Core-aligned argumentative, 

expository, and narrative writing prompts 

along with a dedicated area to cite 

evidence as well as other sources of 

information or quotes included in their 

work. These new prompts challenge 

students to think critically, developing  

the writing skills required by the 

Common Core’s more rigorous learning 

goals. WriteToLearn’s essay writing 

advice is accessible for learners with 

lower reading and writing skills, and is 

revealed in digestible chunks, helping 

students understand each new piece  

of information. 



Common Core Guide for Teachers

Teachers are the key to successfully implementing new 

standards. With this in mind, WriteToLearn now includes 

a Common Core Curriculum Guide for Teachers (available 

in the Teacher Resources section within the Teacher 

Tools Menu), to help them use the tool effectively in 

support of the Common Core State Standards. 

“To meet these goals, students 

must devote significant time 

and effort to writing, producing 

numerous pieces over short 

and extended time frames 

throughout the year.” 

— Common Core Writers
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CCSS Requirements WriteToLearn Support

The CCSS stress writing every day across 

subject areas (Science and Social Studies) 

and incorporating technology in practice.

WriteToLearn was built to reinforce the importance of practice 

writing across subject areas in English language arts, history, 

social studies, and all sciences that engage students in the 

writing cycle: write, get feedback, and revise.

The CCSS stress that students must 

read increasingly more difficult texts and 

mandates use of source documents and 

using student writing to demonstrate the 

ability to summarize informational texts. 

WriteToLearn includes nearly 1,000 informational texts 

appropriate for grade levels 3-12 and supports development of 

reading comprehension through summary writing activities.

The CCSS emphasize learning academic 

vocabulary and acquiring these words 

through reading. 

Within selected reading passages, WriteToLearn takes 

students through a series of adaptive vocabulary exercises 

before they read the passage to help build their word 

knowledge for better content understanding. This practice 

personalizes students’ development of the academic 

vocabulary that will support them throughout the curriculum 

while building their reading comprehension and writing skills.

The CCSS writing tasks focus on evidence-

based writing to authentic texts and are 

designed to encourage critical thinking. 

WriteToLearn supports these changes to the standards by 

including new types of prompts—including argument, narrative, 

and expository—and prompts that include source documents. 

Common Core State Standards Alignment



Research & Results

WriteToLearn Results

WriteToLearn supports the topmost effective 

teaching strategies for reading and writing 

as identified in Carnegie’s Reading Next and 

Writing Next reports:

• Teaching students strategies for planning, 

revising, and editing their compositions

• Teaching students how to summarize texts

• Direct, explicit comprehension instruction

• Effective instructional principles embedded  

in content

WriteToLearn gives immediate, specific 

feedback that helps students practice writing 

through review and edit cycles. Using the  

essay writing component of WriteToLearn, 

students posted 11% to 90% gains in 

proficiency on state and district tests. Over 

four studies, students experienced an average 

increase in proficiency of 46%, demonstrating 

that the key to success is writing and revising 

with immediate, customized feedback. 

Using the summary writing component, 

students’ reading comprehension (as measured 

by a standardized reading comprehension 

test) improved in direct relationship to 

WriteToLearn’s use. The bottom 75% of the 

distribution improved by a grade level. Benefits 

of using the summarization component have 

been empirically documented as well. 

As judged by blind human raters who did 

not know whether WriteToLearn or a word 

processor was used, students:

• Spent twice as much time with the online tool 

versus a word processor

• Included fewer irrelevant details

• Produced superior summaries with better 

organization and stylistic quality 

In another study, students using the summary 

writing component of WriteToLearn advanced  

a full grade level in their reading comprehension 

skills in as few as four weeks of use. Writing 

performance also improved through the use of 

the essay writing component.
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Supported by Research

Based on a computer model called Latent 

Semantic Analysis, WriteToLearn measures 

the semantic similarity of words, much like 

a human scorer would. Pearson translated 

LSA into an educational tool that underlies 

WriteToLearn.

• Based on over 15 years of research and 

evaluation at the University of Colorado and 

New Mexico State University

• Five years as part of an IERI research and 

effectiveness trial project at the University  

of Colorado

• Twelve years of research, software 

development, and testing in Pearson’s 

Knowledge Technologies group

• Developed with the Colorado Literacy  

Tutor Project and field-tested in schools  

across Colorado

• Funded by the U.S. Institute of Education and 

the National Science Foundation

• Aligned to the Common Core State Standards 

for English language arts and literacy in history, 

social studies, science, and technical subjects



14

The Common Core Standards set high 

expectations for all students to write across 

the curriculum and graduate from high 

school prepared for college and career. 

Today’s students must have strong reading 

comprehension and writing skills. For English 

learners, meeting these critical goals presents 

twice the challenge because they are faced with 

also learning to read and write a new language.

WriteToLearn provides English learners with 

the opportunity to focus on fundamental 

writing skills, while improving reading 

comprehension and expanding their academic 

vocabulary—key components that align to the 

Common Core Standards.

Support for English Learners 

95%

Reading Writing

With WriteToLearn

50%91%48%

Mae Guerra’s school is 

composed of 91% Hispanic 

students and was falling 

behind in 2007 when she 

reached out to WriteToLearn. 

The results? A 90% 

improvement in reading and 

writing scores on the district 

administered benchmark 

tests in the space of only one 

school year. 
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Effective Literacy Instruction 

WriteToLearn’s scoring parameters and support tools can be 

adjusted, allowing teachers to modify passing thresholds and 

tailor the level of assistance to the needs of every student 

with instructional features and content:

• Essay writing advice, offered in digestible portions, helps English 

learners focus on the fundamentals of writing, including language 

usage, sentence correctness, mechanics, and ordering of ideas.

 – Guided essay tips to help students scaffold the writing process

 – Printable graphic organizers help struggling students think 

through narrative and informational text as found in the  

new standards

• Summary writing activities promote close reading and understanding 

of informational texts, aiding students in identifying main and 

supporting ideas.

 – Intelligent hints emphasize important ideas students may have 

missed while reading.

 – Personalized vocabulary exercises teach academic and domain-

specific vocabulary to support reading development and 

content-area learning.

 – Guided summary hints help scaffold the writing process.

• Select essay prompts and reading passages from across subject 

areas are designed specifically for English learners.

Only 30% of English 

learners graduated 

from high school in 

2009, compared

to the national 

average for the 

same year: 75.5% 



Built-in Language Tools 

WriteToLearn’s language support tools help  

to promote language proficiency:

• Instructions and feedback available in both Spanish 

and simplified Chinese 

• Text-to-speech in English and Spanish 

• Embedded picture/text dictionary 

• Spot word translation 

• Highlighting tools to mark main and supporting ideas 

• Word prediction tool allows students to select correct 

word choices with fewer keystrokes 

Flexible, Easy & Effective for  
Diverse Classrooms 

Our Educational Consultants offer remote and 

on-location professional development for schools 

using WriteToLearn, helping your English learners 

overcome the unique challenges they encounter 

and improve their English proficiency more rapidly.

With WriteToLearn, reading, writing, and vocabulary 

exercises come together in one online tool that 

supports the Common Core State Standards for 

Language and follows Pearson’s SIOP® Model, 

an instructional framework for helping English 

learners and struggling students meet grade-level 

curriculum demands by teaching content and 

language at the same time.
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A Tool for Teachers

Save Time, Grade Less & Focus on Teaching

WriteToLearn scores student work instantly, and the easy-to-

understand reporting allows teachers to target their instruction 

and spend more time one-on-one with students. WriteToLearn 

gives teachers the freedom to assign regular writing practice, 

monitor student progress, and provide individual comments 

without devoting nights and weekends to grading student 

essays. And they can be there every step of the way to 

facilitate learning and help improve student outcomes.  

Teacher Flexibility

WriteToLearn offers teachers the flexibility needed to customize 

activities and scoring features to address diverse student 

proficiencies and access informative and highly visual reports 

in real time from any computer with an internet connection—in 

the classroom, lab, or home. The program meets qualifications 

for common funding sources, including those that specifically 

aid in helping struggling readers, struggling writers, and English 

learners, and supports Common Core State Standards. 

“Before WriteToLearn,  

I had never seen a 

student get a perfect 

score on the state writing 

exam. In 2013, 13 out of 

my 52 seventh graders 

earned them. That’s a 

quarter of the class!” 

— Terri Dalsted 
    Middle School Writing Teacher
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I found WriteToLearn to 

be a great diagnostic 

tool to determine 

student weak areas 

which would pinpoint 

their specific needs. It 

was a quick way to allow 

me to individually help 

each student improve 

their writing.

— Deanna Eiland
    English Teacher

Teachers can generate overview reports for each activity to quickly access 
class performance and spot individual and common weaknesses.

Instruction Features

• In addition to nearly, 1000 reading passages and over 650 

essay prompts—including writing for Common Core text 

types—you can create your own prompts, linking to source 

documents, images, and videos. Other teacher support 

tools include: 

 – Embedded curriculum and writing guides to help select 

appropriate assignments or create effective prompts

 – Common Core Curriculum guide to help use 

WriteToLearn effectively in support of the CCSS

• Printable Graphic Organizers provide a visual means for 

students to compile and organize information before they 

begin their essays
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Assessment Features

• Easy-to-understand reports show individual and 

class performance on all assigned activities

• Add personalized comments when reviewing 

students’ work

• Adjustable settings tool allows teachers to 

customize activities to better meet the learning 

goals of all students. Teachers can:

 – Define the number of attempts available to 

students

 – Restrict the grammar and spelling feedback 

that is displayed

 – Adjust passing thresholds for overall and 

trait scores on essay writing activities and 

make similar adjustments for summary 

writing activities

 – Turn on or off built-in language tools such  

as text-to-speech, translated instruction  

and feedback

 – Facilitate the learner’s development with 

essay hints and reading tips

 – Adjust the minimum/maximum length of 

activities (word count)

Communicating with Parents

WriteToLearn provides student reports and 

writing portfolios that are easy-to-read and 

ideal for use at parent-teacher conferences.
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Getting Started

Accessing & Using WriteToLearn  
Is Easy

With a flexible, easy-to-use, web-based system, 

students can use WriteToLearn on laptops, 

desktop computers, and tablet devices in a 

variety of locations, including classrooms, 

computer labs, and at home—anywhere with 

internet access. This includes most Windows 

and Apple computers and tablets with current 

operating systems, web browsers, and plug-

ins. Teachers and administrators can enjoy the 

same anytime, anywhere access from laptops 

or desktop computers.  

The hosted application reduces equipment 

and labor costs while also reducing teacher 

workloads and grading. It’s a win-win solution 

for school districts, saving time and money with 

minimal effort and maximum results.

Teacher Support

WriteToLearn training and professional 

development brings a personalized approach 

to realizing the full potential of the program so 

you can develop effective strategies to engage 

students in reading, language, and writing. Our 

Educational Consultants become a school’s 

partner throughout the implementation and 

will be there to walk through each unique 

dimension and situation used to deploy 

WriteToLearn in your classrooms. And because 

WriteToLearn accommodates ALL students—

ranging from gifted to English learners to 

special education to those whose reading and 

writing skills simply need improvement—our 

professional development offers solutions to 

match. As you would expect from a web-based 

program, WriteToLearn’s resources and teacher 

guides are all available online. When a question 

arises, our Technical Support team is available 

by telephone, email or chat. 

“Our whole school is 

excited about WriteToLearn,” 

said Ziegler. “Once you see 

what it can do, and how 

much your students improve 

not just their writing skills, 

but their thinking and 

analytical skills, you don’t go 

back to pen and paper.”

— Sarah Ziegler
    English Language Arts Teacher
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Minimum System Requirements

WriteToLearn supports a variety of configurations. 

While other combinations of settings and software 

versions may also function, the following are the 

recommended configurations for optimal use:

Windows

• Windows XP, Windows 7, Windows 8

• 512 MB RAM (minimum)

• Microsoft Internet Explorer 8, 9 and 10 
(Compatibility View off); Firefox 21; Chrome 28

Apple

• OS X 10.6, OS X 10.7, OS X 10.8

• 512 MB RAM (minimum)

• Safari 5 or 6; Chrome 28

Other Devices/Tablets

• iPad, iOS 6.1x

• Android 4.1 with Chrome 28  
(limited text-to-speech functionality)

• Chromebook (Chrome 28)

Additional Requirements

• JavaScript enabled

• Current version of Adobe Flash plug-in is required 
for Microsoft Internet Explorer and Firefox

• Current version of QuickTime player (needed for 
some embedded content)

Bandwidth

• If using the text-to-speech feature: 30 kbps (kilobits 
per second) per student required, 1024 kbps per 
class of 30 students recommended

• If not using text-to-speech: 512 kbps per class  
of 30 students recommended
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Funding

Facilitate Improvement & Support Funding 

Facilitate district-wide improvements and meet the requirements of state and federal programs 

with WriteToLearn’s flexible tools. Its summary and essay writing activities, along with vocabulary 

building exercises, span multiple subject areas—language arts, science, social studies, and 

history. This combination of reading, writing, and vocabulary activities creates a true literacy tool 

for all students.  With a proven success record, WriteToLearn supports the Common Core State 

Standards and states’ accountability measures as well as funding requests for Title I, Title III, and 

IDEA programs.

Common Funding Sources

• State and local technology funds

• State and local curriculum funds

• Title I: Part A, Section 1003(g) — School 

Improvement and Part C — Migrant Education

• Title III — English Language Acquisition

• Title V — Innovative Programs

• Title VII — Native American Education

• Race to the Top

• 21st Century Community Learning Center 

(CCLC)

• Carl Perkins Vocational

• IDEA — Special Education funds

• High school reform funding

• Remediation funds

• Alternative education funds

• PTA funds



Four pillars of reform The WriteToLearn solution

Assessments:

Making progress toward rigorous college-  

and career- ready standards and high-quality 

assessments that are valid and reliable for 

all students, including English language 

learners and students with disabilities.

• Automated, research-based assessments allow students 

to practice their literacy skills with immediate feedback and 

instructional support. 

• Saves teachers time, allowing them to focus more on lesson 

planning and struggling students

• Delivers consistent, instruction (grades 4-12)

• Provides immediate feedback with suggestions for improvement

Data Systems:

Establishing preK to college and career  

data systems that track progress and foster 

continuous improvement.

• Analyzes results with easy-to-interpret reports

• Accesses individual and class performance reports in real time

• Supports student achievement and improvement through  

immediate, targeted feedback

Teacher Effectiveness:

Making improvements in teacher 

effectiveness and in the equitable 

distribution of qualified teachers for all 

students, particularly students who are 

most in need.

• Increases exposure to reading and writing practice

•  Simplifies grading and editing tasks, which saves time

• Focuses efforts

• Includes activities with Lexile® measurements, Reading 

Maturity Metric scores, and correlating Common  

Core grade-band

Interventions:

Providing intensive support and  

effective interventions for the lowest-

performing schools.

•  Makes measurable improvements in reading comprehension 

and writing scores

• Enhances student scores on state tests for reading and writing

• Engages all levels of learners to maximize intervention effectiveness

Visit WriteToLearn.net to learn more about our research, efficacy studies, 

customer success stories, and best practices; view samples of teacher 

functionality and student feedback; or take a self-guided tour of the program. 

School Improvement Alignment
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