
Pearsonearly  
childhood  
services

PearsonPD.com
PearsonSchoolImprovement.com



E
A

R
LY

 C
H

IL
D

H
O

O
D

22



E
A

R
LY

 C
H

IL
D

H
O

O
D

33

Contents

Meet Our Experts ...................................................................... 6

Implementation Path .................................................................. 7

Opening the World of Learning™ (OWL™) ..................................... 8

Additional Early Childhood Professional Development .........11

Enhance Early 
Literacy Skills
With in-depth teacher support and 
research-based strategies

• Prepare early learners for success  
in kindergarten.

• Identify early learners at risk for  
reading failure.

• Build oral language and early  
literacy skills.
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From building vocabulary to developing social skills, Pearson’s 
professional development shows teachers a wide variety of  
practical, hands-on skills they can use immediately in their 
classrooms. Our experienced trainers help educators  
connect theory, research, and practice to build a more  
effective instructional environment for young learners. 

 

 Building the Foundation
for Student Achievement

with Effective Teachers and Leaders
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Prepare early Learners for Kindergarten
Educators learn how to:

• Design research-based teaching strategies.

• Support age-appropriate literacy and social/emotional development.

• Build connections between early literacy, math, and science concepts.  

Identify early Learners at Risk for Reading Failure
Educators learn how to:

• Use screening assessments and progress monitoring appropriately.

• Make data-driven decisions to support differentiated instruction.

• Support English learners with appropriately modified instruction.

Build oral Language and early Literacy skills
Educators learn how to:

• Provide cognitive learning opportunities.

• Implement developmentally appropriate practice.

• Engage students with playful and purposeful activities.

Designed to help teachers prepare students for Kindergarten and 
beyond, our early childhood professional development services are 
based on decades of experience, strong research, and high-quality, 
integrated resources. You’ll work with expert trainers to assess 
where you are today and develop a road map to get you where 
you want to go. 
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Meet Our Early Childhood Experts
Pearson works with more than 1,000 authors and researchers to bring you practical, evidence-based 
professional development programs and resources. Our close association with key authors and 
architects of the Common Core State Standards ensures that the spirit and pedagogical approach  
of the initiative is embodied in our educational materials, assessments, and professional development. 

A few of the experts we work with include:

David K. Dickinson 
oWL™ Author

• Professor of Education, Vanderbilt University’s Peabody College, Nashville, TN

• Developed professional development interventions and tools for describing  
classroom support for language

Juanita V. Copley 
oWL™ Author

• Professor Emerita, College of Education University of Houston

• Served as Chair of the Curriculum and Instruction Department in the College  
of Education as well as the Director of the Teacher Education Program

elena Izquierdo 
oWL™ Author

• Professor of Science Education, University of Georgia, Athens

• Associate Professor, University of Texas, El Paso, TX

• Principal of a nationally recognized Two Way Dual Language School in Washington DC  
where all children, Grades Pre-K through 6, learn in two languages

Judith s. Lederman 
oWL™ Author

• Associate Professor, Director of Teacher Education Department of Mathematics  
and Science Education Illinois Institute of Technology, Chicago, IL

• Served on the Board of Directors of the National Science Teachers Association (NSTA)  
and was president of the Council for Elementary Science International (CESI)

Judith schickedanz, Ph.D. 
oWL™ Author

• Professor Emerita, School of Education Boston University

• Served within the International Reading Association as past president of the Literacy  
Development in Young Children Special Interest Group, member of the Early  
Literacy Committee, and on the Early Childhood Commission

Lee Wright 
oWL™ Author

• Visiting Assistant Professor, University of Houston

• Areas of interest and research include small-group instruction and classroom management
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Drive teacher effectiveness while 
measuring the fidelity of your Opening the 
World of Learning™ implementation
Get the Results You Want

Pearson’s wide array of Opening the World of Learning™ professional development services  
coupled with additional early childhood, Common Core, classroom technology, and assessment 
professional development support will help you design an ongoing educator professional  
development plan. 

These recommended road maps show how you can implement Opening the World of Learning™  

with fidelity—just pick your focus area.

ROAD TO 
SUCCESS

STEP 1

STEP 2

STEP 3

• oWL™: Product Implementation 
essentials (one Day)

• oWL™: Product Implementation 
essentials (two Day)

• oWL™: Language and Literacy 
in early Childhood

• oWL™: Math and science/
social studies in early 
Childhood

• Coaching and Modeling

• Lesson study

• Consultative services
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oWL™:  
Product Implementation (one Day) 

nUMBeR oF DAYs: 1

Learn the components of the Opening the World of Learning™ (OWL™) 
instructional program, with emphasis on the philosophy, daily 
schedule, classroom routine, assessment, and family connection. 
Participants explore the daily schedule of activities while learning 
the research behind the practice. Participants practice using a 
variety of assessments within the program and learn how these 
assessments may be used to develop instructional practices. This 
hands-on, interactive workshop prepares educators to use OWL™ 

materials and components.  

oUtCoMes:
By the end of the workshop, participants will be able to:

• Design teaching strategies, based on scientifically sound  
research, to prepare early learners for kindergarten.

• Develop lessons that provide preschool-age children with  
cognitive learning opportunities in high-quality language  
and print-rich environments.

• Evaluate and implement activities to support the  
age-appropriate development.

• Use screening assessments or other appropriate measures  
to identify preschool-age children who may be at risk for  
reading failure.

tARGet AUDIenCe:
Pre-K Educators, Instructional Assistants

nUMBeR oF PARtICIPAnts: 30

IsBn: ©2011:  112981

IsBn: ©2005: 112150

oWL™:  
Product Implementation (two Day) 

nUMBeR oF DAYs: 2

The Product Implementation workshop is also offered in a  
two-day format. The first day covers the same material as the 
Product Implementation (One Day) workshop. The second day 
focuses in on assessment so participants get an in-depth view. 
Educators learn how to use the assessments to make data-driven 
decisions in order to meet the needs of their diverse class. In 
addition, participants learn about built-in English learner (EL) and 
English language development (ELD) suggestions and instruction.

oUtCoMes:
By the end of the workshop, participants will be able to:

• Design teaching strategies, based on scientifically sound  
research, to prepare early learners for kindergarten.

• Develop lessons that provide preschool-age children with  
cognitive learning opportunities in high-quality language  
and print-rich environments.

• Evaluate and implement activities to support  
age-appropriate development.

• Use screening assessments or other appropriate measures  
to identify preschool-age children who may be at risk for 
reading failure.

• Use built-in progress monitoring to frequently check  
students’ progress and appropriately differentiate instruction.

• Use the program’s built-in EL suggestions and ELD lessons  
to appropriately modify instruction.

tARGet AUDIenCe:
Pre-K Educators, Instructional Assistants

nUMBeR oF PARtICIPAnts: 30

IsBn: ©2011: 112982

Opening the World of 
Learning™ (OWL™)

My Family
Mi familia

S c o t t  F o r e S m a n

0328612839_TE_FC_FSD.indd   1

6/3/10   5:46 PM
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oWL™:  
Applying Effective Practices in Early Childhood Education 
with oWL™

nUMBeR oF DAYs: ½

Make connections between theory, research, and practice in  
the Opening the World of Learning™ (OWL™) ©2011 program. 
Participants examine specific strategies from Effective Practice  
in Early Childhood Education by Sue Bredekamp that can be  
applied in their pre-kindergarten classrooms. Participants also 
examine how to use OWL™ features and resources to support 
differentiated instruction and social and emotional development. 

ReCoMMenDAtIon:
Participants should have copies of Effective Practice in  
Early Childhood Education by Sue Bredekamp.

oUtCoMes:
By the end of this workshop, participants will be able to:

• Explain the importance of developmentally appropriate  
practice and how OWL™ supports it.

• Understand research related to learning and development  
and how OWL™ translates that into classroom practice.

• Give several reasons to support differentiated instruction and  
be able to identify support provided for differentiation in OWL™.

• Have a basic understanding of how to promote children’s social  
and emotional development while teaching the OWL™ program.

• Identify some common strategies used by effective teachers  
and locate those in the OWL™ program.

tARGet AUDIenCe:
Pre-K Educators, Instructional Assistants

nUMBeR oF PARtICIPAnts: 30

IsBn: ©2011: 116194

oWL™:  
Math and science/social studies in early Childhood: 
Making It Purposeful and Playful

nUMBeR oF DAYs: 1

Discover math, science, and humanities development in early 
childhood classrooms using Opening the World of Learning™ (OWL™). 
There is emphasis on Math Circle, Science and Social Studies  
Circle, and Hands-On Science. The workshop explores how  
lessons transition from whole-group literacy activities to small 
groups and centers. Participants discover how lessons and  
centers encourage purposeful and playful activities. This  
hands-on, interactive workshop prepares educators to  
teach the literacy-based instruction in the OWL™ program.

oUtCoMes:
By the end of the workshop, participants will be able to:

• Evaluate and implement math activities to support the  
age-appropriate development of math concepts such  
as sorting or patterns.

• Evaluate and implement science activities to support the  
age-appropriate development of science concepts such  
as personal hygiene or the five senses.

• Evaluate and implement humanities activities to support the  
age-appropriate development of social studies concepts such  
as community and family.

• Implement transition from whole group to small group and  
center activities.

tARGet AUDIenCe:
Pre-K Educators, Instructional Assistants

nUMBeR oF PARtICIPAnts: 30

IsBn: ©2011: 112984

ResULts snAPsHot: oWL™

At Charlotte Mecklenburg Schools in Charlotte, NC, children enrolled in a  

pre-kindergarten summer program at nine neighborhood elementary schools 

achieved gains of 20%–71% on four key learning measures in the Individual  

Growth and Development Indicators (IGDI) assessment.

Independent studies confirm that OWL™ generates significant gains in early  

literacy skills when implemented with high fidelity. Pearson Professional  

Development helps districts ensure fidelity of implementation for OWL™  

and improve early literacy skills through in-depth training for teachers and  

coaches as well as job-embedded coaching and modeling services.

early Literacy skill Improvements: subtest

Lettering Naming 
Fluency

Picture Naming Alliteration Rhyming

20

15

10

5

0

14.48 12.34

17.95

2.58

4.37
6.62

3.87

71% gain
69% gain

45% gain20% gain
Posttest 

Pretest
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oWL™:  
Language and Literacy in early Childhood:  
Making It Purposeful and Playful 

nUMBeR oF DAYs: 1

Discover language and literacy development in early childhood 
classrooms using Opening the World of Learning™ (OWL™). There is 
emphasis on Morning Meeting, Literacy Circle, Story Time, Center 
Time, and Small Groups. The workshop explores how lessons 
transition from whole-group literacy activities to small groups and 
centers. Educators learn how to incorporate Amazing Words and 
conversations throughout the day to support and extend learning. 
Participants discover how lessons and centers encourage purposeful 
and playful activities. There is also mention of the English language 
development lessons that support English language learners in 
language acquisition and production. This hands-on, interactive 
workshop prepares educators to teach the literacy-based  
instruction in the OWL™ program.  

oUtCoMes:
By the end of the workshop, participants will be able to:

• Evaluate and implement language and literacy activities to  
support the age-appropriate development of concepts,  
oral language, phonological awareness, print awareness,  
and alphabet knowledge.

• Implement transition from whole group to small group  
and center activities.

• Use conversations with students as a means to build  
vocabulary and develop oral language.

• Use the program’s built-in EL suggestions and ELD  
lessons to promote language acquisition and production.

tARGet AUDIenCe:
Pre-K Educators, Instructional Assistants

nUMBeR oF PARtICIPAnts: 30

IsBn: ©2011: 112983

oWL™:  
Job-embedded services
Pearson’s three levels of job-embedded services offer the most 
effective way for schools and districts to build capacity. To learn  
more about Pearson’s job-embedded services, visit PearsonPD.com.

Coaching and Modeling: IsBn: 112980

Lesson study: IsBn: 117038

Consultative services: IsBn: 117068

Build Capacity! Pair any OWL™ workshop with a day of  
consultative services.

View free oWL™ tutorials on 
myPearsontraining.com!
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Applying Effective Practices in Early Childhood Education

nUMBeR oF DAYs: 1

Even in the earliest stages of learning, all students have unique 
academic needs that impact the way they learn. “To achieve  
their potential, children need and deserve highly competent  
and well-educated teachers,” explains Sue Bredekamp in Effective 
Practices in Early Childhood Education: Building a Foundation. 

This hands-on, interactive workshop demonstrates real-world 
application of textbook strategies to enhance teaching and  
learning outcomes. Participants explore the application of 
developmentally appropriate practices, learning theories,  
and effective teaching strategies that can be immediately  
utilized in an early childhood classroom. 

oUtCoMes:
By the end of the workshop, participants will be able to: 

•  Explain the importance of developmentally appropriate  
practice and how to support it.

• Understand research related to learning and development  
and how to translate research into classroom practice.

• Give several reasons to support differentiated instruction  
and be able to identify support provided for differentiation.

• Have a basic understanding of the how to promote children’s  
social and emotional development. 

•  Identify key concepts associated with major child development 
theories and their application within the classroom.

• Identify key components of an effective curriculum.

• Develop appropriate lesson activities for early childhood.

• Identify and apply common strategies used by effective teachers  
for early language, literacy and mathematics skill development. 

tARGet AUDIenCe:
Pre-K Educators, Instructional Assistants

nUMBeR oF PARtICIPAnts: 30

IsBn: 121520

stimulating Conversations and oral Language 
Development in Young Children

nUMBeR oF DAYs: 1

Explore strategies for developing oral language in young children. 
Participants discuss ways to scaffold and model aspects of rich, 
mature play to stimulate meaningful and interesting conversations. 
Additionally, participants practice various aspects of dialogic reading 
to encourage children to foster language growth through expanded 
responses, retelling of stories, and expressing and developing ideas. 
Finally, participants discuss the importance of experiences in drawing, 
pretend play, and exposure to books in oral language development.

oUtCoMes:
By the end of the workshop, participants will be able to: 

• Identify developmental stages of oral language in young children.

• Make connections between oral language development and 
development of social and literacy skills.

• Use dialogic reading to foster language growth.

• Apply strategies for developing oral language in young children.

• Scaffold and model aspects of rich, mature play to stimulate 
meaningful and interesting conversations.

• Plan experiences to develop oral language, including drawing, 
pretend play, and exposure to books.

tARGet AUDIenCe:
Pre-K Educators, Instructional Assistants

nUMBeR oF PARtICIPAnts: 30

IsBn: 113164

Developing Literacy in the early Childhood Classroom 

nUMBeR oF DAYs: 2

Investigate the strategies required to provide print-rich 
environments that incorporate opportunities and tools for  
children to see and use written language for a variety of purposes. 
The session also incorporates a discussion of books and print that 
positively reflects children’s identity, home language, and culture. 
Opportunities for children to talk about what is read, the expansion 
of experiences that enhance vocabulary, and exposure to various 
tools, objects, and materials of their community is also provided. 

oUtCoMes:
By the end of the workshop, participants will be able to:

• Identify key elements of early literacy and emergent literacy.

• Make connections between children’s play and their learning.

• Analyze skills involved in emergent speaking, writing and reading.

• “Set the stage” for early literacy.

• Assess literacy skills and the literacy environment.

tARGet AUDIenCe:
Pre-K Educators, Instructional Assistants

nUMBeR oF PARtICIPAnts: 30

IsBn: 113166

Additional Early Childhood 
Professional Development
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Music, Movement, and Learning in the  
early Childhood Classroom 

nUMBeR oF DAYs: 1

Explore the stages of music and motor development in young  
children and their connection to social, emotional, and cognitive 
development. Participants investigate the relationship between  
strong motor-skill development and concepts that relate to  
higher-level cognitive functions. Strategies and music activities 
discussed include experiences that develop phonemic awareness, 
such as songs, finger plays, poems, and so on that enhance literacy 
and phonemic skills such as rhyme and sequence patterns.

oUtCoMes:
By the end of the workshop, participants will be able to:

• Understand the correlation between developmentally  
appropriate practices and early childhood learning.

• Explore the research behind motor skills and child development.
• Learn the difference between gross-motor skills and fine-motor skills.
• Participate in gross motor and fine motor music and movement activities.
• Develop new ways to incorporate gross- and fine-motor activities 

into the daily curriculum.

tARGet AUDIenCe:
Pre-K Educators, Instructional Assistants

nUMBeR oF PARtICIPAnts: 30

IsBn: 113170

Additional Early Childhood 
Professional Development

Child-Centered Centers 

nUMBeR oF DAYs: 2

Develop child-directed activities that stimulate physical, social, 
emotional, and cognitive development. Participants investigate 
strategies for developing creative and stimulating centers that  
invite exploration and investigation using a rich variety of  
materials and include appropriate challenges and opportunities  
to stimulate imagination. Participants learn to structure centers  
that promote sustained play, positive social interaction, and  
language development while providing meaningful opportunities  
for choice. Center development during the session includes the  
areas of language literacy, English acquisition, mathematics,  
science, social studies, art, music, physical education, and health. 

oUtCoMes:
By the end of the workshop, participants will be able to:

• Understand the importance and significance of play. 
• Utilize the significance of play to create relationship-based,  

child-centered centers. 
• Understand how the organization and management of play 

environments directly affect behavior, achievement, and self-esteem.
• Identify developmentally appropriate materials for each center  

to promote scaffolded learning.

tARGet AUDIenCe:
Pre-K Educators, Instructional Assistants

nUMBeR oF PARtICIPAnts: 30

IsBn: 113168
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Notes



Pearson Online Professional Learning Services 
Effective. Flexible. Connected.
Complement your face-to-face professional development with high-quality online services 
delivered in self-paced, live online, and fused online modalities. Perfect for time-crunched 
teachers. Choose your duration and get the results you want! 

PearsonPD.com 
PearsonSchoolImprovement.com 
877.637.1604 
Copyright Pearson Education, Inc. or its affiliate(s). All rights reserved.

501 Boylston St., Suite 900 
Boston, MA 02116


