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key cRITeRIa foR TITle I,  
PaRT a fundIng QuickReads alIgnmenT

Provide opportunities for all  
students to meet the State’s  
proficient and advanced levels  
of student academic achievement.

QuickReads is a reading fluency program that develops fluency and com-
prehension in students who struggle to make the leap from merely reading 
words to reading and comprehending meaning. QuickReads develops flu-
ency by increasing automaticity. By repeatedly using high-frequency words 
and words with common phonics/syllabic patterns, students automatically 
recognize these “high leverage” words and begin to read at a faster rate 
enabling them to focus on meaning and mastering content-area vocabulary.

Use effective methods and  
instructional strategies that are  
based on scientifically based research.

Studies conducted by the program’s author, Elfrieda Hiebert, show texts 
that include a high percentage of  words that appear infrequently are an 
obstacle for fluency development (Hiebert and Fisher, 2005). Text with 
few rare, multisyllabic words is useful in increasing students’ fluency, as 
struggling readers can focus on understanding the text instead of  decoding 
unfamiliar words. QuickReads contains 98% high-frequency words with 
grade-appropriate phonic/syllabic patterns.

Strengthen the core academic 
program in the school.

Districts use this supplemental program in small groups of  varying ability 
levels, including advanced readers, on-track readers, and struggling readers. 
The quick and effective teacher-led instructional routine develops consis-
tent comprehension strategies within the context of  short reading passag-
es. It also supports building background knowledge by clustering multiple 
passages around high-interest topics students will encounter in science and 
social studies curricula, allowing the student to explore a subject in depth 
through a series of  short focused readings.

Include strategies for meeting the 
educational needs of historically  
underserved populations.

Research studies show that the goal of  meaningful and fluent reading is 
aided when learning disabled students read from accessible texts such as 
those in the QuickReads program.
An independent study found students who began with below- 
grade-level word reading skill made the greatest gains in reading accuracy 
and fluency as a result of  the QuickReads intervention.  
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