
Words Their Way: Word Study in Action Developmental Model 
includes the following materials in a ready-to-use format:

Student Book
This stage-specific consumable book contains resources 
for each sort, including the picture and/or word cards, 
grid for sorting, and writing activity.

Big Book of Rhymes 
Use these books of rhymes with high-interest, engaging 
illustrations to introduce many sorts in the Emergent-
Early Letter Name, Letter Name, and Within Word 
Patterns stages.

Teacher Resource Guide
With both instructional and content support, teachers 
effectively implement and instruct all the stages in  
Words Their Way.

Teacher Resource CD
Materials found on the CD can be printed and  
integrated into the classroom instruction. Resources 
include picture/word cards for demonstrating sorts, a 
variety of sort-specific games, and additional sorts for 
supplementary instruction.

Whiteboard Activities DVD 
Engage students’ visual, auditory and tactile senses using 
the interactive whiteboard activities to introduce sorts 
with modeling and practice sorting and writing the sort 
to solidify learning.

Words Their Way Library
Each book features a skill covered in most sorts from the 
Emergent-Early Letter Name, Letter Name, and Within 
Word Patter stages. Each library consists of 6-packs of 
each title.
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Research-based word  
study approach made easy 
and accessible for teachers!

Featuring  Whiteboard-Ready  Activities

Research-based,   
Hands-on Approach 
Developmental word study is a student-centered, 
assessment-driven approach to fostering word 
knowledge that includes the development of phonics, 
spelling, word recognition, and vocabulary. Using this  
approach means:

 • Recognizing that each student’s writing and  
  spelling progresses along a predictable   
  continuum of development.

 • Utilizing assessment—through qualitative  
  spelling inventories—to identify a student’s  
  spelling stage.

 • Differentiated instruction allows students to  
  build word knowledge based on their own  
  development.

 • Word study is done as part of a balanced  
  approach to reading, writing, and spelling   
  instruction.

Noted researchers Donald R. Bear,  
Marcia Invernizzi, Francine Johnston, and  
Shane Templeton introduced you to word 
study through Words Their Way: Word Study 
for Phonics, Vocabulary, and Spelling Instruction 
(Merrill/Prentice Hall). Words Their Way:  
Word Study in Action, is the official companion, in a 
ready-to-use format that makes it easy for you to 
implement word study in your classroom. 

Words Their Way:  
Word Study in Action
At the heart of the program is the sort that 
enhances your students’ learning through hands-on 
experience in comparing and contrasting words 
by sound and spelling pattern, and categorizing the 
words by meaning, use, and parts of speech.

The Developmental Model version is uniquely 
positioned to:

 • Ensure students develop essential elements  
  of reading, including phonological awareness,  
  phonics and word recognition, and vocabulary,  
  in just 15-20 minutes a day. 

 • Provide flexible instruction based on students’  
  spelling stages with an assortment of activities  
  that meet their unique learning needs.

 • Engage students in grouping sounds, words,  
  and pictures into specific categories with  
  photographic picture cues and full-color   
  design.

 • Help students increase their knowledge of  
  spelling patterns and the meaning of specific  
  words by looking closely at words.

 • Ensure the Common Core State Standards, or  
  any state standards, are addressed in a proper  
  scope and sequence.

 • Reach students at their instructional level to  
  promote effective, personalized learning.

Building Confident Learners, One Sort at a Time All You Need for Word Study Success

Classroom Starter Packs
Includes one Teacher Resource Guide, 10 Student Books,  Teacher 
Resource CD,  Whiteboard Activities DVD, Big Book of Rhymes 
included where noted with an *. 

Revised Edition with CCSS Companion

978-1-4284-3210-9 Emergent-Early Letter Name*
978-1-4284-3211-6 Letter Name*
978-1-4284-3212-3 Within Word Pattern*
978-1-4284-3213-0 Syllables and Affixes
978-1-4284-3214-7 Derivational Relations 
Revised Edition

978-1-4284-3219-2 Emergent-Early Letter Name*
978-1-4284-3220-8 Letter Name*
978-1-4284-3221-5 Within Word Pattern*
978-1-4284-3222-2 Syllables and Affixes
978-1-4284-3223-9 Derivational Relations 

Student Books (10-Packs)

978-1-4284-3136-2 Emergent-Early Letter Name
978-1-4284-3137-9 Letter Name
978-1-4284-3138-6 Within Word Pattern
978-1-4284-3139-3 Syllables and Affixes
978-1-4284-3140-9 Derivational Relations

Words Their Way Libraries
978-1-4284-3215-4 Emergent-Early Letter Name
978-1-4284-3216-1 Letter Name
978-1-4284-3217-8 Within Word Pattern

Words Their Way 5th Edition Professional Book
978-1-4284-3209-3 Words Their Way: Word Study for 

Phonics, Spelling, and Vocabulary 
Instruction ©2012

PearsonSchool.com
800-848-9500
International customers: visit
PearsonGlobalSchools.com
Copyright Pearson Education, Inc., or its affiliates. All rights reserved.
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This stage-specific consumable book contains resources 
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grid for sorting, and writing activity.
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illustrations to introduce many sorts in the Emergent-
Early Letter Name, Letter Name, and Within Word 
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Words Their Way.
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Materials found on the CD can be printed and  
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include picture/word cards for demonstrating sorts, a 
variety of sort-specific games, and additional sorts for 
supplementary instruction.
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the interactive whiteboard activities to introduce sorts 
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assessment-driven approach to fostering word 
knowledge that includes the development of phonics, 
spelling, word recognition, and vocabulary. Using this  
approach means:

 • Recognizing that each student’s writing and  
  spelling progresses along a predictable   
  continuum of development.

 • Utilizing assessment—through qualitative  
  spelling inventories—to identify a student’s  
  spelling stage.

 • Differentiated instruction allows students to  
  build word knowledge based on their own  
  development.

 • Word study is done as part of a balanced  
  approach to reading, writing, and spelling   
  instruction.

Noted researchers Donald R. Bear,  
Marcia Invernizzi, Francine Johnston, and  
Shane Templeton introduced you to word 
study through Words Their Way: Word Study 
for Phonics, Vocabulary, and Spelling Instruction 
(Merrill/Prentice Hall). Words Their Way:  
Word Study in Action, is the official companion, in a 
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Teacher-Modeled Sort Student Sorting Writing Sort Word Hunt Sort Game Progress Monitoring

Introduce the sort through an engaging poem 
and whiteboard activity.

Reinforce learning with lots of practice sorting 
on Day 2 and every day.  This is just one 
way to sort. Students love sorting on the 
whiteboard.

Writing is another opportunity to apply new 
knowledge and demonstrate the connection 
between reading, writing, and spelling.

Find words in context while reading. Students 
are encouraged to read books from the 
correlated Words Their Way Libraries or  
other reading materials as they practice the 
skill taught.

Strengthen skills with fun games that motivate 
and engage students.

Use Spell Checks to monitor students’  
word study progress.

Start with a Spelling Inventory 
Qualitative Spelling Inventories, administered similar to spelling tests, are designed to show students’ knowledge 
of key spelling features that relate to the different spelling stages. Based of an analysis of students’ spelling, small 
groups can be formed and appropriate instruction planned. (Sample qualitative spelling inventories can be found 
in Words Their Way: Word Study for Phonics, Vocabulary, and Spelling Instruction by Donald R Bear, et al.)

Placement in Developmental Stages
Students will be placed within one of five developmental stages, which are briefly described below.

Developmental 
Stage

Students…

Emergent-Early  
Letter Name

• Neglect to use any sound-symbol correspondence
• Represent strongest sounds with a single letter
• Have an incomplete knowledge of alphabet

Letter Name
• Apply the alphabet literally using the letter names to spell sounds
• Spell phonetically; represent most strong sounds and beginning  
   consonants
• Omit most silent letters and preconsonantal nasals

Within Word  
Pattern

• Correctly spell most single-syllable, short vowel words, beginning  
   consonant diagraphs, and two-letter consonant blends
• Attempt to use silent long-vowel markers
• Use but confuse long-vowel patterns

Syllables and  
Affixes

• Connect word knowledge with vocabulary growth
• Correctly spell most single-syllable, short- and long-vowel words and  
   high-frequency words
• Make errors at syllable juncture points and in unaccented syllables

Derivational  
Relations

• Connect word knowledge with vocabulary growth
• Spell most words correctly
• Make errors on low-frequency multisyllabic words derived from  
   Latin and Greek forms

Meet Students’ Individual Differences
Teaching students at their developmental stage ensures students are receiving 
personalized instruction based on their needs. Teachers know when to teach what.   
Word Study in Action provides the flexibility to meet the varied developmental levels in 
your classroom.

 • English language learners. The Teacher Resource Guide offers helpful strategies for  
  the unique learning needs of English language learners.

 • Struggling readers. Use assessment to place students at their appropriate   
  developmental stage and find the resources they need to succeed.

 • Students with special needs. Varied learning approaches, such as visual and   
  kinesthetic, support students with special needs.

 • Home School Connections. Promote family involvement by sharing activities   
  suggested in the Teacher Resource Guide.

Maintain a Weekly Word Study Routine
To streamline planning for teachers and give students multiple opportunities to work with words, it is essential to develop a 
word study routine. Each day consists of word study instruction and follow-up independent work.. Suggestions for primary 
and intermediate students are provided in the Teacher Resource Guide.  The following is a sample week of instruction. 

For a sample at your students’ developmental stage, please review the 
Words Their Way Sampler CD, or visit www.PearsonSchool.com/WTW.

Day

33Day

22
Day

11
Day

44
Day

55

Putting Word Study in Action... ...with Assessment, Resources to Meet Individual Needs, and a Routine that Spells Success
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