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xiv xiv

to the Student
As you open this book
you may be asking 
yourself, “what possible impact could the Framers of the 
Constitution—long gone—have on my life in the twenty-
first century?” Why is learning about history important to 
the study of politics today? And how are the ideas of the 
Framers relevant for understanding modern political issues 
such as health care, immigration, and abortion rights? We 
believe that without knowing the history—the roots—of 
our government, we won’t understand how movements for 
political change—or reform—came to pass.

As students of the American political process, it can be 
challenging to identify what is really important and how 
government truly affects your lives. It is tempting to get 
caught up in key terms and definitions and miss the major 
themes that prevail—not only in the American political 
system, but also around the world.

People like you are still the cornerstone of the political 
process, something we may forget from time to time. But 
your vote counts, and executing your rights as a citizen of 
the United States by taking the time to vote is an impor-
tant facet of American life that has changed over time to 
include nearly all citizens, regardless of gender or race.

We hope that you will challenge prevailing notions 
about politics, ideas that suggest that government is 
bloated, inefficient, wasteful, and only for old people. We 
hope that you will come to see that politics can be a good 
thing, and that government is only able to represent the 
interests of those who actively pursue their own voice. To 
this end, we challenge you to identify the issues that affect 
your everyday lives—education, health care, the economy, 
just to name a few—and take every opportunity to make 
your voices heard. Just as the Framers’ decisions in crafting 
a constitution live on in American political institutions, 
every decision made by policy makers today will have a 
lasting impact on your lives tomorrow.
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to the teaCher
I	 This country was founded with the express purpose of welcoming immi-

grants with open arms, providing safe haven from persecution in native 
lands. Could the Framers have foreseen tough immigration laws like those 
considered by the Court in Arizona v. United States (2012)?

I	 The Framers saw Congress as a body with limited powers. But modern 
members of Congress balance the roles of lawmaker, budgeter, and policy 
maker while also acting as representatives of their district, state, party, 
and sometimes their race, ethnicity, or gender. How does this affect their 
behavior?

I	 The Twenty-Sixth Amendment lowered the voting age to 18. Today, 
young people are becoming increasingly civically aware and engaged. 
Could the Framers ever have anticipated how demographic changes 
would affect public policy?

American Government: Roots and Reform, AP Edition provides students with 
a historical context for understanding modern-day events and legislation. By 
drawing on more than 250 years of the American political experience, the text 
aids instructors and students in making comparisons between past and pres-
ent. In so doing, it helps students realize that some of the challenges we face 
in American politics today are not new—they are simply new to us. Further, it 
emphasizes that by learning from the experiences of our predecessors, we may 
be more able to address these problems efficiently and effectively.

As educators of American government and politics, we are faced with 
an increasingly challenging dilemma—persuading students to invest in the 
American political system at a time when trust in government is at all-time 
lows, and disillusionment is the norm. But as we well know, this task is perhaps 
more important than ever. Our students live in a rapidly changing political 
landscape, in which both the identity of America and the role of the United 
States in the world are being dramatically challenged and altered. We explore 
issues that the Framers could never have envisioned and how the basic institu-
tions of governments have changed in responding to these new demands. 

Our philosophy remains the same as always—roots and reform. By 
providing students with information about the roots of government and by 
explaining why it is important, they come to understand how their participa-
tion influences policy reforms today. And we hope that students will come to 
see that politics can be, and most often is, a good thing.

New to This Update
While the content and pedagogy of this text stays true to its roots by con-
tinuing to provide clear, concise prose that receives high marks from students 
on readability and ease of comprehension, we strive to present a currency 
unparalleled by any other book on the market. American Government has been 
reformed to include fully updated examples, figures, and text that draw on 
experiences in American government that are relevant to students’ lives. 

I	 The entire book has been updated with examples and data from the 2014 
midterm election results as well as decisions from the 2013–2014 term 
of the Supreme Court.
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I	 Chapter 4 on Civil Liberties opens with a revised vignette that compares 
decisions from two recent Fourth Amendment cases: U.S. v. Jones (2012) 
and Riley v. California (2014). Other updates include the impact of the 
Burwell v. Hobby Lobby (2014) decision, as well as Edward Snowden’s leak 
of information related to NSA surveillance and data collection.

I	 Chapter 5 on Civil Rights begins with a new vignette that integrates 
the shooting of Michael Brown and subsequent protests in Ferguson, 
Missouri, with the evolution of civil rights in the U.S. Supreme Court 
updates in this chapter, include the 2013 rulings on California’s 
Proposition 8 and the Defense of Marriage Act, as well as the Court’s 
2014 refusal to hear appeals from lower courts questioning the constitu-
tionality of state bans on same-sex marriages.

I	 Chapter 6 on Congress includes the latest results from the midterm elec-
tions and discussion of recent shifts in congressional rules and roles in 
budgeting, lawmaking, and oversight.

I	 Chapter 12 on Elections and Voting begins with a new vignette drawn 
from the results of the 2014 midterm election. Updated coverage includes 
the 2013 Colorado recall election and up-to-date data throughout the 
chapter.

I	 Chapter 13 on The Campaign Process includes updated data on Super 
PAC spending during the midterm elections as well as coverage of 
McCutcheon v. FEC (2014) and what it means for campaign finance. 

I	 Chapter 18 on Foreign and Defense Policy has been updated to reflect 
President Obama’s use of military air power in Libya, Russia’s annexation 
of Crimea in the Ukraine, and the United States’ reengagement in Iraq 
against ISIS. 

I	 Take a Closer Look is a visual feature that includes targeted critical 
thinking questions that encourage readers to progressively engage in 
deeper understanding and analysis. These features take students beyond 
answering solely the “what” of the visual and help them to better focus on 
the “why.” 

I	 Explore Your World is a feature that includes a more comparative visual 
study of politics around the world, including up-to-date images and 
critical thinking questions that ask readers to examine some of the most 
commonly held assumptions about how American government does or 
should function in an increasingly globalized world.

I	 Photos capture major events from the last few years, of course, but to 
illustrate politics’ relevancy, they show political actors and processes 
as well as people affected by politics, creating a visual narrative that 
enhances rather than repeats the text. Also, qualitative literacy—the 
ability to analyze, interpret, synthesize, and apply visual information—
is essential to today’s world, so all of the figures and tables included in 
this edition facilite that skill.

xvi
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REVEL™  
Educational technology 
designed for the way today’s 
students read, think, and learn.
When students are engaged deeply, they learn more effectively and perform 
better in their courses. This simple fact inspired the creation of REVEL: an 
immersive learning experience designed for the way today’s students read, 
think, and learn. Built in collaboration with educators and students nation-
wide, REVEL is the newest, fully digital way to deliver respected Pearson 
content.

REVEL enlivens course content with media interactives and  assessments — 
integrated directly within the authors’ narrative—that provide opportunities 
for students to read about and practice course material in tandem. This immer-
sive educational technology boosts student engagement, which leads to better 
understanding of concepts and improved performance throughout the course.

Upon textbook purchase, students and teachers are granted access to 
Pearson REVEL. See page xii for access details.

Features
Every chapter in this text uses history to serve three purposes: first, to show 
how institutions and processes have evolved to their present states; second, 
to provide some of the color that makes information memorable; and, third, 
to provide students with a more thorough appreciation of the fact that our 
government was born amid burning issues of representation and power, issues 
that continue to smolder today. A richer historical texture helps to explain the 
present.

With roots and reform providing the foundation from which all topics 
and concepts in this book are discussed, the text is divided into four parts. Part 
I, Foundations of Government, covers the American Government’s Roots, 
Context, and Culture. Through a discussion of the Constitution, it consid-
ers those broad concepts associated with government in the United States: 
The Federal System, Civil Liberties, and Civil Rights. Part I sets the stage 
for the coverage in Part II, which introduces students to the Institutions of 
Government through its discussion of Congress, The Presidency, The Executive 
Branch and the Federal Bureaucracy, and The Judiciary. Political Behavior, Part 
III, delves into the ideas and processes that make democracy what it is: Public 
Opinion and Political Socialization, Political Parties, Elections and Voting, 
The Campaign Process, The News Media, and Interest Groups. Part IV, Public 
Policy, rounds out the coverage with detailed discussions of Domestic Policy, 
Economic Policy, and Foreign and Defense Policy. Coverage in these chapters 
makes use of the most current data and debates to frame discussions of health 
care, energy and the environment, education, and the United States’ role on 
the global political stage.

Each chapter also includes the following pedagogical features:
I	 Roots of and Toward Reform sections highlight the text’s emphasis on 

the importance of the history of American government, as well as the 
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dynamic cycle of reassessment and reform that allows the United States 
to continue to evolve. Every chapter begins with a “Roots of ” section that 
gives a historical overview of the topic at hand, and ends with a “Toward 
Reform” section devoted to a particularly contentious aspect of the topic 
being discussed. 

I	 The Living Constitution reflects the authors’ emphasis on the origins 
of America’s democratic system and expertise in constitutional law. To 
further support the text’s emphasis on the constitutional underpinnings of 
government and politics, this boxed feature appears in every chapter. Each 
feature examines the chapter’s topic in light of what the Constitution says 
or does not say about it. 

I	 A running marginal glossary facilitates students’ understanding of key 
terms related to the chapter content. A list of key terms also appears at 
the end of the chapter for easy reference; these key terms are also defined 
in a glossary at the end of the book.

I	 A focus on qualitative literacy helps students analyze, interpret, syn-
thesize, and apply visual information—skills that are essential in today’s 
world. We receive information from the written and spoken word, but 
knowledge also comes in visual forms. We are used to thinking about 
reading text critically, but we do not always think about “reading” visu-
als in this way. A focus on qualitative literacy encourages students to 
think about the images and informational graphics they will encounter 
throughout this text, as well as those they see every day in the newspaper, 
in magazines, on the Web, on television, and in books. Critical thinking 
questions assist students in learning how to analyze visuals.

I	 Tables consist of textual information and/or numerical data arranged 
in tabular form in columns and rows. Tables are frequently used 
when exact information is required and when orderly arrangement 
is necessary to locate and, in many cases, to compare the informa-
tion. All tables in this edition include questions and encourage criti-
cal thinking.

I	 Charts and graphs depict numerical data in visual forms. Examples 
that students will encounter throughout this text are line graphs, pie 
charts, and bar graphs. Line graphs show a progression, usually over 
time (as in how the U.S. population has grown over time). Pie charts 
(such as ones showing population demographics) demonstrate how 
a whole (total American population) is divided into its parts (dif-
ferent racial and ethnic groups). Bar graphs compare values across 
categories, showing how proportions are related to each other (as in 
how much money each party raised in presidential election years). Bar 
graphs can present data either horizontally or vertically. All charts 
and graphs in this edition are based on questions that encourage criti-
cal thinking. 

I	 Some of the most interesting commentary on American politics takes 
place in the form of political cartoons. The cartoonist’s goal is to 
comment on and/or criticize political figures, policies, or events. The 
cartoonist uses several techniques to accomplish this goal, including 
exaggeration, irony, and juxtaposition. For example, the cartoonist 
may point out how the results of governmental policies are the oppo-
site of their intended effects (irony). In other cartoons, two people, 
ideas, or events that do not belong together may be joined to make a 
point (juxtaposition). Knowledge of current events is helpful in inter-
preting political cartoons.xviii
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aP edition ProGram 
ComPonents
Pearson is pleased to offer teacher and student program components that will 
make teaching and learning from the AP Edition of American Government: 
Roots and Reform even more effective and enjoyable.

For the Teacher
Most of the teacher supplements and resources for this text are available 
electronically for download to qualified adopters from the Pearson Instructor 
Resource Center (IRC). Upon adoption or to preview, please go to www.
pearsonschool.com/access_request, select We need IRC Access and com-
plete the form under Option 1. Teachers will be required to complete a brief 
onetime registration subject to verification of educator status. Upon verifica-
tion, access information and instructions will be sent via email. Once logged 
into the IRC, 978-0-13-399176-5 in the “Search our Catalog” box to locate 
these resources.

TesT bAnK. Evaluate learning at every level. Reviewed for clarity and ac-
curacy, the Test Bank measures this book’s learning objectives with multiple-
choice, true/false, fill-in-the-blank, short answer, and essay questions.

PeARsOn MYTesT. This powerful assessment generation program in-
cludes all of the questions in the Test Bank. Quizzes and exams can be easily 
authored and saved online and then printed for classroom use, giving you 
ultimate flexibility to manage assessments anytime and anywhere. To learn 
more, visit www.pearsonhighered.com/mytest.

InsTRucTOR’s MAnuAL. Create a comprehensive road map for teach-
ing classroom, online, or hybrid courses. Designed for new and experienced 
instructors, the Instructor’s Manual includes a sample syllabus, lecture and 
discussion suggestions, activities for in or out of class, and essays on teaching 
American Government. Available on the IRC.

POweRPOInT PResenTATIOn wITh cLAssROOM ResPOnse 
sYsTeM (cRs). Make lectures more enriching for students. The PowerPoint 
Presentation includes a full lecture script, discussion questions, and photos 
and figures from the book. With integrated clicker questions, get immediate 
feedback on what your students are learning during a lecture. Available on 
the IRC.

For the Student
Test Prep workbook for AP® Government and 
Politics: united states
Contains an overview of the College Board’s AP program and the Government 
and Politics: United States AP Exam, guidelines for mastering multiple-choice 
and free response questions, practice tests, and more. Available for purchase.
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Revel
Media Resources for Teachers and Students

Preview Access
I	 Teachers can request preview access by visiting PearsonSchool.com/

access_request. Select Initial Access then using Option 2, select your dis-
cipline and title from the drop-down menu and complete the online form. 
Preview Access information will be sent to the teacher via e-mail.

Adoption Access
I	 With the purchase of a textbook program that offers a media resource, 

a Pearson Adoption Access Card, with student and teachers codes and 
a  complete Instructor’s Manual, will be delivered with your textbook 
 purchase.	ISBN 9780133540871

I	 Ask your sales representative for an Adoption Access Code Card/Instructor 
Manual package ISBN: 9780133540871

	 Or
I	 Visit PearsonSchool.com/access_request,  select Initial Access then using 

Option 3, select your discipline and title from the drop-down menu and 
complete the online form. Access information will be sent to the teacher 
via e-mail.

Students, ask your teacher for access.

xx

A01_OCON3309_01_AP_FM.indd   20 18/11/14   1:14 PM



Government and Politics: United States topics correlated to American Government: Roots and Reform, 2014 Elections and 
Updates Edition, 12/e, AP Edition.

Correlation Guide for aP 
Government and PolitiCs: 
united states 

AP Topics
American Government: Roots and 
Reform, 2014 Elections and Updates 
Edition, 12/e, AP Edition

I. Constitutional Underpinnings of United States Government Chapters 1, 2, and 3
Considerations that influenced the formulation and adoption of the 
Constitution

pp. 4–6, 26–34, 35–39, 46–49

Separation of powers pp. 41–42
Checks and balances pp. 42–43
Federalism pp. 41, 56–80, Chapter 3
Theories of democratic government pp. 9–11

II. Political Beliefs and Behaviors Chapters 1, 6, 9, 10, and 12
Beliefs that citizens hold about their government and its leaders pp. 8–10, 19–21
Processes by which citizens learn about politics pp. 294–298
The nature, sources, and consequences of public opinion pp. 293–294, 299–300
The ways in which citizens vote and otherwise participate in political life pp. 183–184, 186, 280, 286–287, 

291–292, 347–354
Factors that influence citizens to differ from one another in terms of political 
beliefs and behaviors

pp. 11–16, 293–294

III. Political Parties, Interest Groups, and Mass Media Chapters 11, 12, 13, 14, and 15
Political parties and elections Chapter 11

Functions pp. 314–320
Organization pp. 310–313
Development pp. 306–310
Effects on the political process pp. 16–19, 320–323
Electoral laws and systems Chapters 12 and 13, pp. 323–325

Interest groups, including political action committees (PACs) Chapter 15
The range of interests represented pp. 425–427, 430–433
The activities of interest groups pp. 433–439
The effects of interest groups on the political process pp. 439–442
The unique characteristics and roles of PACs in the political process pp. 373–376, 427, 438

The mass media Chapter 14
The functions and structures of the news media pp. 398–409 xxi 
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AP Topics
American Government: Roots and 
Reform, 2014 Elections and Updates 
Edition, 12/e, AP Edition

The impacts of the news media on politics pp. 412–415
The news media industry and its consequences pp. 403–408

IV. Institutions of National Government: The Congress, the Presidency, 
the Bureaucracy, and the Federal Courts

Chapters 3, 6, 7, 8, 9, 14

The major formal and informal institutional arrangements of power pp. 59, 61, Chapter 6 [Congress], 
Chapter 7 [Presidency], Chapter 
8 [Executive Branch and Federal 
Bureaucracy], and Chapter 9 [ Judiciary]

Relationships among these four institutions and varying balances of power pp. 179–181, 185–186, 213–215, 
234–242

Linkages between institutions and the following:
Public opinion and voters pp. 183, 210–213
Interest groups pp. 184, 433–438
Political parties pp. 182–183, 314–319
The media pp. 211, 412–415
State and local governments pp. 60–63, 69, 72–75, 318

V. Public Policy Chapters 3, 6, 8, 11, 15, 16 [Domestic 
Policy], 17 [Economic Policy], and 18 
[Foreign and Defense Policy]

Policymaking in a federal system pp. 72–75, 77–78
The formation of policy agendas pp. 455–460
The role of institutions in the enactment of policy pp. 179–180, 213–216, 239–242, 460
The role of the bureaucracy and the courts in policy implementation and 
interpretation

pp. 234–242, 274–276, 461–462

Linkages between policy processes and the following:  
Political institutions and federalism pp. 72–74, 75, 213–216, 236–238, 

274–275
Political parties pp. 316, 319–320
Interest groups pp. 434–438
Public opinion pp. 299–300
Elections pp. 334–337
Policy networks pp. 234–235

VI. Civil Rights and Civil Liberties Chapters 4, 5, and 9

The development of civil liberties and civil rights by judicial interpretation pp.  122–129, 251–252, 267–273, 
Chapter 4, Chapter 5

Knowledge of substantive rights and liberties Chapter 4, Chapter 5
The impact of the Fourteenth Amendment on the constitutional develop-
ment of rights and liberties

pp. 85–87, Chapter 5

Upon publication, this text was correlated to the College Board’s AP Government and Politics: United States Course 
Description dated Fall 2014. We continually monitor the College Board’s AP Course Description for updates to exam topics. 
For the most current AP Exam Topic correlation for this textbook, visit www.pearsonschool.com/advancedcorrelations.

xxii
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