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About Your  
Pearson AP Guide

Pearson Education is the leading education solution 
provider worldwide. With operations on every 
continent, we make it our business to understand 
the changing needs of students at every level, from 
kindergarten to college. We think that makes us 
especially qualified to offer this series of Test Prep 
Workbooks for AP, tied to some of our best-selling 
programs.
 Our reasoning is that as you study for your 
course, you’re preparing along the way for the AP 
exam. If you can connect the material in the book 
directly to the exam, it makes the material that much 
more relevant and enables you to focus your time most 
efficiently. And that’s a good thing!
 The AP exam is an important milestone in your 
education. A high score means you’re in a better 
position for college acceptance and possibly puts you a 
step ahead with college credits. Our goal is to provide 
you with the tools you need to succeed.

Good luck!
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vi 

Part I: Introduction to the AP Biology 
Examination

•	 The	introduction	aligns	with	and	explains	the	
AP Biology Curriculum Framework (CF).

•	 The	seven	science	practices	are	introduced.
•	 The	description	of	the	exam	and	the	testing	

hints are revised to reflect the emphases of the 
course and information from released exams.

•	 New	command	terms	and	suggestions	for	
writing the essays have been added.

Part II: A Review of Topics with Sample 
Questions

•	 You Must Know boxes are edited to reflect the 
emphasis seen in recent released exams.

•	 What’s Important to Know? boxes are used 
for material that is not explicitly in the CF 
but may be used for illustrative examples and 
explanations.

•	 Boxes	titled	Connect with the Curriculum 
Framework target specific information that 
aligns with the CF.

•	 Although	information	about	the	science	
practices is woven throughout the book, new 
boxes titled Practice the Practice present 
information and problems that require use 
of specific science skills to deal with data or 
answer questions. Each of these has a solution 
included in the topic.

•	 Many	new	test	questions	have	been	added	to	
each topic, including questions that require 
interpretation of data and application of 
knowledge.

•	 New	data	sets,	graphs,	and	models	offer	practice	
with analyzing and drawing conclusions.

•	 Grid-in	questions	are	included	for	each	topic,	
as are revised free-response questions that 
align with released sample exams.

•	 Over	330	sample	questions	with	explanations	
are included.

Part III: The Laboratory

•	 This	section	is	heavily	revised	to	reflect	
the emphasis on inquiry, handling of data, 
and application of science practices. All 13 
investigations are discussed and include hints, 
explanations, and sample questions.

•	 Each	investigation	begins	with	a	brief	overview.	
You Must Know boxes are included to em-
phasize the essential content and skills to be 
gained as a result of the experience. Additional 
boxes titled Science Practices: Can You . . . ? 
give students the opportunity to zoom in, make 
connections, and apply the science practices.

•	 The	College	Board	formula	sheet	is	included	
in this edition along with a number of tutorials 
and problems that take students through 
sample mathematical applications.

•	 More	than	40	practice	questions	over	lab	topics	
with answers and explanations are included.

Part IV: Sample Test

•	 The	sample	test	has	numerous	new	or	
significantly revised items to reflect the types of 
questions students may encounter at exam time.

•	 Multiple	choice,	grid-in,	and	free	response	
questions are included. The test format and 
number of items conforms to the current AP 
Exam.

Part V: Answers and Explanations

•	 The	format	of	this	section	remains	similar	to	
past editions, but some explanations stress 
connections to the curriculum that the student 
must make and include a description of pertinent 
knowledge. Many explanations describe the 
relevant science practice and its required 
application to correctly answer. Content not 
included in the main topic outline may be 
included in this section to enhance understanding.

revisions to This edition
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