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CHAPTER 13

Essential Question
Does the current electoral process result in the best 

candidates for President?

Guiding Question
Section 5 Does the 
election process serve 
the goals of American 
democracy today?

Guiding Question
Section 1 What are the 
roles and qualifications 
of the office of the 
President?

Section 1—The President’s Job 
Description

The President fills eight different roles at the  ■

same time. 
There are three formal qualifications for President. ■

The President may be elected to a maximum of  ■

two full terms.

Section 2—Presidential Succession and 
the Vice Presidency

The 25th Amendment says that the Vice  ■

President succeeds to the presidency if the 
President cannot serve.
The Presidential Succession Act of 1947 fixes the  ■

order of succession following the Vice President.
The Vice President has two formal duties. ■

Section 3—Presidential Selection: 
The Framers’ Plan

In the Framers’ plan, the President would be  ■

selected by electors chosen in each state.
The rise of political parties and the election  ■

of 1800 caused the breakdown of the system 
devised by the Framers.

The 12th Amendment was added to the  ■

Constitution to separate the presidential and 
vice-presidential elections.

 Section 4—Presidential Nominations
By 1832, both major political parties used  ■

national conventions to nominate candidates.
At their national conventions, the Democrats  ■

and Republicans name their candidates for 
President and Vice President.
Presidential candidates usually have a strong  ■

public record. 

Section 5—The Presidential Election
The presidential candidate who wins the largest  ■

number of popular votes in each state wins all 
of that state’s electoral votes. 
Among other flaws in the electoral college, it is  ■

possible that the winner of the popular vote will 
not win the presidency.
Over the years, several plans have been  ■

proposed to reform the electoral college, but 
defenders say it is a known process that quickly 
defines the President-to-be.

Guiding Question
Section 4 Does the 
nominating system allow 
Americans to choose the best 
candidates for President?

Guiding Question
Section 2 What occurs 
when the President is 
unable to perform the 
duties of the office?

Guiding Question
Section 3 How did the 
process of choosing 
a President change 
over time?
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Document-Based Assessment

SOURCE: http://www.amendment25.com/eisenhowernixon.html

The Eisenhower/Nixon Agreement (1953)
In 1953, President Dwight Eisenhower and Vice 

President Richard Nixon signed an agreement dealing 

with presidential succession. Later, President John F. 

Kennedy and Vice President Lyndon Johnson did the 

same. This agreement was the forerunner of the 3rd and 

4th Sections of the 25th Amendment of the Constitution.

Document-Based Questions

 1. Who serves as President if the 

President is unable to serve?  

 2. Which sections of the 25th Amendment 

did this agreement produce? 

 3. If the President should become unable 

to serve, who would first inform the 

Vice President?

 4. Who determines when the President’s 

inability has ended? 

 5. Visualize Think about a situation 

in which the President became 

unable to serve. What words in this 

agreement help you visualize what 

would happen next?

The President and the Vice President have agreed 
that the following procedures are in accord 
[agree with] with the purposes and provisions of 
Article 2, Section 1 of the Constitution, dealing 
with presidential inability.  They believe that 
these procedures, which are intended to apply 
to themselves only are in no sense outside or 
contrary to the Constitution but are consistent 
with its present provisions and implement its 
clear intent.

(1) In the event of inability the President would— 
if possible—so inform the Vice President, and the 
Vice President would serve as Acting President 
exercising the powers and duties of the office 

until the inability had ended.

(2) In the event of an inability which would 
prevent the President from so communicating 
with the Vice President, the Vice President, after 
such consultation as seems to him appropriate 
under the circumstances, would decide upon the 
devolution of the powers and duties of the Office 
and would serve as Acting President until the 
inability had ended.

(3) The President, in either event, would 
determine when the inability had ended and at 
that time would resume the full exercise of the 
powers and duties of the Office.

Document at a Glance
Agreement on presidential succession ■

Eisenhower and Nixon ■

Precursor to 25th Amendment  ■
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MAGRUDER’S
Online Update

GOVERNMENT ONLINE
Self-Test

To test your understanding of 

key terms and main ideas, visit 

PearsonSuccessNet.com

Directions:  On a sheet of paper, write the answer to each 
question. Use complete sentences.

Section 1—The President’s Job Description
 1. What are two of the President’s eight roles?

 2. What are the formal qualifications for the presidency? 

 3. How many full terms may a President serve? 

 4. Critical Thinking Which presidential role do you think is 

the most important? Explain. 

Section 2—Presidential Succession and the
Vice Presidency
 5. What are the Vice President’s two formal duties?

 6. What happens if the President becomes disabled? 

 7. Critical Thinking Why do you think the Vice President’s 

duties have changed over time? 

Section 3—Presidential Selection: The Framers’ Plan
 8. What is a presidential elector?  

 9. What was the Framers’ original plan for the selection of the 

President? 

 10. Critical Thinking How did the election of 1800 change the 

method of selecting a President? 

Section 4—Presidential Nominations
 11. What is a presidential primary?

 12. What is the purpose of a national convention?

 13. Critical Thinking As the presidential race progresses, what 

happens to the number of presidential candidates? Why?
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Essential Questions
Journal

Go to your Essential Questions 
Journal to work on this chapter’s 
Essential Question.

Test-Taking Tip
If you do not know the meaning of a word in a question, read the 

question to yourself, leaving out the word. Then see if you can 

figure out the meaning of the word from its context in the sentence.

Exploring the Essential Question
With a partner, conduct research on either the Republican 

or Democratic primary/caucus results in your state for the 

most recent presidential election. Research the following: 

 18. How many candidates were in the race? 

 19. What percentage of your state’s population voted in the 

primary/caucus? In the presidential election? Did your 

state’s electoral college vote reflect the results of its 

popular vote?

Essential Questions Project 
 20. Based on your research, create a chart that illustrates 

your findings about the presidential election results 

in your state. The research should help you answer 

the Essential Question: Does the current electoral 
process result in the best candidates for President? 

Apply What You’ve Learned

Section 5—The Presidential Election
 14. What determines the number of electors for each state?

 15. What is one flaw of the electoral college?

 16. What is one benefit of the electoral college? 

 17. Critical Thinking How can a presidential candidate receive 

the largest number of popular votes in an election and still not 

win the presidency?
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