
Chapter Project

Skills Development

The Presidential Election: A Complex Process
Goal: Examine the presidential election process
Divide the class into small groups. Have devel-
oping students create a display of labeled pho-
tos illustrating each step in electing a President. 
Proficient students will write and present a 
keynote address for a national convention. 
Advancing students will perform a role play of 
a congressional subcommittee discussion of pro-
posed reforms to the electoral college system.
For ideas on how to complete this project, see 
the Chapter Follow-Up on page 339.

Activate Prior Knowledge
Have students examine the photograph and 
caption on these pages. Ask: In what way is 
the presidency “the people’s office”? (The 
President is elected by a vote of citizens nation-
wide.) Tell students to begin to explore the pres-
idency by completing the Chapter 13 Essential 
Question Warmup activity in their Essential 
Questions Journal. 

 Lesson Plans
The Teacher’s Resource contains a printable 
lesson plan for each section in this chapter.

Analyze Political Cartoons
You may wish to teach analyzing political car-
toons as a distinct skill within Section 5 of this 
chapter. Use the Chapter 13 adapted Skill 
Activity (Unit 4 All-in-One, p. 51) to help stu-
dents learn to analyze political cartoons. The 
worksheet asks students to study a cartoon about 
the electoral college and then answer questions 
about it.

Essential Questions
Unit 4:
What makes a good President?
Chapter 13:
Does the current electoral process result in the best candi-
dates for President?

Introduce the Chapter

Chapter 13: The Presidency 
 pp. 312–339

Sections
 1. The President’s Job Description 

 pp. 314–317
 2. Presidential Succession and the Vice 

Presidency   pp. 319–321
 3. Presidential Selection: The Framers’ 

Plan  pp. 322–324
 4. Presidential Nominations  pp. 325–330
 5. The Presidential Election  pp. 331–335

Chapter 13 Quick Study Guide
 p. 336

Document-Based Assessment
The Eisenhower/Nixon Agreement 
(1953)  p. 337

Chapter 13 Assessment  
pp. 338–339

Teacher’s Resource Library 
Chapter 13 Prereading and Vocabulary
Chapter 13 Outline
Chapter 13 Skill Activity
Chapter 13 Test B
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▲  Citizens of Ohio meet presidential candidate 
Barack Obama in 2008. 
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CHAPTER

13
PREREADING AND VOCABULARY

The Presidency 2

Crossword Puzzle

Directions: Use a dictionary to look up each word 

listed in the Word Bank. Using the clues below, write 

the correct words from the Word Bank in the puzzle.

Down Across

1.  President’s role 
as holder of the 
executive power of 
the U.S.

2.  vote cast by 
presidential 
electors 

4.  political party 
beliefs

1.  President as 
symbol of the 
people

3.  selects the 
President and 
Vice President

5.  voter who is 
not committed

Word Bank

chief executive

chief of state

electoral college

electoral vote

platform 

presidential 
primary

swing voter 

1 2

4

3

5
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CHAPTER

13
Directions: Fill in the outline below. Filling in the blanks will help 

you as you read and study Chapter 13.

I. Section 1: The President’s Job Description

 A. Presidential Roles

1.  As chief of _____________, the President is a symbol of all the 

people. 

2.  As chief ________________, the President is the main author of U.S. 

foreign policy.

3.  As __________________ ____ ___________ of the armed forces, the 

President has direct control over the military.

 B. Qualifications, Presidential Term, and Pay and Benefits

1.  The President must be a ___________ ____________ American 

 citizen, at least ________ years of age, and have been a resident of 

 the U.S. for at least ______ years.

2.  The President serves a __________-year term. The _________ 

 Amendment limits the President to ________ full terms in office.

3.  The President’s salary is $400,000 per year. He or she also has

 many benefits, such as living in the ___________ ___________.

II. Section 2: Presidential Succession and the Vice Presidency

 A. Presidential Succession

The Presidential Succession Act of 1947 set the order of succession 

following the _________ ________________.

 B. Presidential Disability

The ________ Amendment says the Vice President will become 

_____________ ________________ if the President becomes disabled.

CHAPTER OUTLINE

The Presidency 2
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Reading Strategy
Visualizing

Have students go through the chapter and study 
every photograph, graph, cartoon, and map. As 
they do, have them write down the figure num-
ber, what the figure is about, and an experience 
from their own lives that relates to the image. 
Ask for volunteers to share some of their experi-
ences related to the chapter content with the 
class. Discuss the effectiveness of this strategy.

Lesson Goals
Section 1

Students will describe the eight roles of • 
the President.
Students will list the formal qualifications of • 
the President.

Section 2

Students will examine the process of presiden-• 
tial succession.
Students will understand the duties and • 
importance of the position of Vice President.

Section 3

Students will describe the Framers’ original • 
plan for selecting the President and Vice 
President.
Students will analyze how historical events led • 
to changes in the way the President and Vice 
President are selected.

Section 4

Students will discuss how primaries and cau-• 
cuses allow voters to participate in choosing 
presidential candidates.
Students will explain the events that take place • 
at a national convention.
Students will detail the typical characteristics • 
of presidential candidates.

Section 5

Students will describe the roles of voters and • 
the electoral college in electing the President.
Students will consider several flaws in the•  
electoral college.
Students will evaluate the different proposals • 
to reform the electoral college.

Essential Question
Does the current electoral process result in the best candidates 

for President?

Section 1: The President’s Job Description

Section 2: Presidential Succession and the Vice Presidency

Section 3: Presidential Selection: The Framers’ Plan

Section 4: Presidential Nominations

Section 5: The Presidential Election

CHAPTER

Chapter 13  313

13

Reading Strategy: Visualizing
Visualizing is another strategy that helps readers to 
understand what they are reading. It is like creating 
a movie in your mind. Use the following ways to 

visualize the text in Chapter 13. 
Look at the photographs, graphs, cartoon, and figures. • 
Think about what these reveal about the topic.
Think about experiences in your own life that may help you • 
understand the presidency.

GOVERNMENT ONLINE
ON THE GO

To study anywhere, anytime, download these online resources at 
PearsonSuccessNet.com 
• Political Dictionary 
• Audio Review
• Downloadable Interactivities

The 
Presidency
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Get Started

Lesson Goals

Students will describe the eight roles of • 
the President.
Students will list the formal qualifications of • 
the President.

Bellringer

Write on the board: In your notebook, list five 
specific examples of things a President does as 
part of the job of leading the nation.

Guiding Question
What are the roles and qualifications of the office of the 
President?

 I. The President’s Roles

  A. Chief of state

   1. Symbol of the nation

   2. Head of the government

  B. Chief executive

  C. Chief administrator of executive branch

  D. Chief diplomat

  E. Commander in chief

  F. Chief legislator

  G. Chief of party

  H. Chief citizen

Vocabulary
chief administrator
chief citizen
chief diplomat
chief executive

chief legislator
chief of party
chief of state
commander in chief

Have students find synonyms for the word chief 
and definitions for the other parts of the terms. 
Based on their synonyms and definitions, have 
students rephrase each term.

Analyze Images
The lesson plan for this section asks students to 
analyze the photograph on page 315. Before 
doing the activity, you may want to have students 
review the steps involved in analyzing images on 
page S28 of the Skills Handbook.

Skills Development

Introduce the Section

Chapter 13 Section 1
Overview In this section, students will 

learn about the roles and qualifications 
of the President.

Student Pages  pp. 314–317

Teacher’s Resource Library 
Reading Comprehension
Section 1 Quiz B
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314  The President’s Job Description

Objectives: 
Describe the President’s many  ■

roles.
Understand the formal  ■

qualifications necessary to 
become President.
Explain how the President’s term  ■

of office has changed over time.
Describe the President’s pay  ■

and benefits. 

Guiding Question
What are the roles and 
qualifications of the office of 
the President? Use an outline 
like the one below to keep 
track of presidential roles and 
qualifications.

SECTION 1

The President’s 
Job Description

Do you know who the youngest person ever to be President of 
the United States was? The oldest? Who held the presidency for 
the longest time? The shortest? Can a person born in a different 
country become President? In this section, you will find the 
answers to these questions and much more. 

What are the presidential roles?
There is only one President of the United States.  This one person 
must fill a number of different roles at the same time. These roles 
are: (1) chief of state, (2) chief executive, (3) chief administrator, 
(4) chief diplomat, (5) commander in chief, (6) chief legislator, (7) 
party chief, and (8) chief citizen.

Chief of state refers to the President as the head of the government. 
He is the symbol of all the people. In the United States, the President 
also rules over the government. In many countries, the chief of state 
reigns over government but does not rule. Examples of this can be 
found in England, Denmark, Japan, Italy, and Germany. 

The President is also chief executive, vested by the Constitution 
with broad executive powers. This power is used at home on 
domestic issues and also extends to foreign affairs. The executive 
power is limited, however, by our government’s system of checks 
and balances.

As chief administrator, the President is in charge of the executive 
branch of the federal government. This branch employs more than 
2.7 million civilians.

The President is also the nation’s chief diplomat, the main author 
of American foreign policy. Everything the President says and does 
is closely followed, both at home and in other countries.

▲  President Ronald Reagan talks to U.S. troops in 
South Korea in 1983.

▲ P id t R ld R t lk t U S t i

I. The President’s Roles
 A. Chief of state
  1.  Symbol of the nation
  2. ____________________
 B. Chief executive
  1.  ____________________
  2.  ____________________
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Teach
Invite students to share some of their responses 
to the Bellringer activity and list them on the 
board. Tell students that as they read this section, 
they will learn that the President of the United 
States has eight separate roles. As volunteers read 
each paragraph orally, pause to add roles to the 
class list and draw a line through those jobs that 
are the same as or come under the categories 
already listed. 
To present this topic using online 
resources, use the lesson presentation 
at PearsonSuccessNet.com.

Ask: 
Which role is President Reagan playing in the • 
photograph in the section opener? (com-

mander in chief)

What type of work takes up the major part of • 
the President’s time? (working with Congress)

When President Nixon lost public trust in his • 
moral decisions, in which roles did he fail? 
(chief of party and chief citizen)

serving as the ceremonial head of the United 

States and the symbol of all the people

Understanding the Photograph

Tell the class that near the end of his presidency, 
Clinton held a 15-day summit at Camp David 
with Israeli Prime Minister Ehud Barak and 
Palestinian leader Yasser Arafat. Up until this 
meeting, negotiations had avoided the toughest 
issues: borders, refugees, and Jerusalem. Though 
a settlement was not reached, President Clinton 
did succeed in persuading the two leaders to 
broach subjects that had previously been consid-
ered too highly charged for open discussion. 
Ask: Who are the people in the photograph? 
(Barak, Clinton, Arafat) How does where they 
are standing suggest the importance of 
President Clinton’s part in the negotiation? 
(Clinton stands in the middle, which reflects his 
role as chief negotiator.) Discuss what can be 
inferred about the mood of the summit from the 
leaders’ clothes, gestures, and facial expressions. 
Caption Answer chief diplomat 

Reading Comprehension, p. 16

Learning Styles 
Visual/Spatial Learning

Display sample recipe cards. Invite 
students to write a “recipe” for a 
good presidential candidate. Have 

them consider their answers to the 
Bellringer question as well as the informa-
tion from the section as they develop their 
ingredient lists and directions.

16
Copyright © by Pearson Education, Inc., or its affiliates. All rights reserved.

CHAPTER

13
SECTION 1

Name ___________________________ Class _____________________ Date _______

READING COMPREHENSION

The President’s Job Description 2

CHAPTER

13
SECTION 1

 1.  In the chart, list the eight roles of the President and describe each 

of them. The first role has been completed for you.

 2.  In the chart, list the President’s formal qualifications, maximum 

length of service, salary, and at least two benefits of the office.

 
Formal qualifications:

•

•

•

The Presidency

Salary:
•

Benefits:
•

•

Length of service:

• Number of full terms: ______

• Number of years: ______

Roles of the President Description

a. chief of state  The President is head of the government and 
a symbol of all the people.

b.

c.

d.

e.

f.

g.

h.

0016_mag09_Ch13s1_RC2.indd   16 5/4/09   10:17:58 PM

In addition, the Constitution makes the President the commander 
in chief of the armed forces. This power gives the President direct 
and immediate control of the military.

As chief legislator, the President shapes public policy. The 
President may suggest, request, and insist that Congress enact 
laws he believes are needed. Sometimes, Congress does not agree 
with the President and decides against legislation. Working with 
Congress takes up a major part of the President’s time.

The six presidential roles you just read about are written in the 
Constitution. The President must also fill two other roles—chief of 
party and chief citizen.

The President is automatically the chief of party—the leader of the 
political party that controls the executive branch. Political parties 
are not mentioned in the Constitution, but they are an important 
part of government.

Finally, the President is chief citizen. This means the President 
should represent all of the people of the United States. Citizens 
expect the President to work for their interests and provide moral 
leadership.

The President must carry out each of these roles at the same time.  
Sometimes, the failure to perform one duty can lead to failure in 
another area. For example, President Richard Nixon was forced to 
resign from office in 1974 because of the Watergate scandal. 
The people who had elected and trusted him were unhappy with 
the way he chose to fulfill the roles of party leader and chief citizen.

  What are the President’s responsibilities as 

the nation’s chief of state?

Chief of state
The President as ceremonial head 
of the United States 

Chief executive 
The President as the holder of 
the executive power of the United 
States

Chief administrator
The President as the leader of the 
executive branch of the federal 
government

Chief diplomat
The President as the main 
architect of American foreign 
policy and the nation’s chief 
spokesperson to other countries

Commander in chief
The top person in charge of the 
nation’s armed forces

Chief legislator
The President as the main author 
of public policy

Chief of party
The President as the leader of his 
or her political party

Chief citizen
The President as the 
representative of all the people

President Bill Clinton 
meets with Israeli and 
Palestinian leaders at Camp 
David in 2000 to conduct 
peace talks. What role is 
President Clinton 
fulfi lling here? 

▲

f of state?
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Reading Strategy
Visualizing

Ask students to read this paragraph silently to 
themselves. When they have finished, ask sev-
eral volunteers to explain what they saw in their 
mind’s eye, and which words seemed to be the 
key to those visualizations. (Possible answer: I 

pictured each President at the age mentioned, 

so names and numbers were the words that 

helped me.)

A candidate for President must be a natural born 

American citizen, be at least 35 years old, and 

have been a resident of the United States for at 

least 14 years.

Ask: 
What is the length of the presidential term • 
established by the Framers? (four years)

How many terms did FDR serve? • (four)

Explain how the 22nd Amendment changed • 
presidential term limits. (It limited the number 

of terms to two.)

Learning Styles 
Interpersonal/Group Learning

Split the class into small groups to 
discuss the reasons behind each of 
the three constitutional qualifica-

tions for presidential candidates. Post or dis-
tribute the following questions for students 
to discuss: Why do you think that the 
Framers thought natural-born citizenship 
was an essential qualification? Do you 
think that age 35 is an appropriate limit? 
Should there be an upper age limit? What 
advantages would a natural born citizen 
who has lived outside of the United States 
bring to the presidency?

ELL/ESL Strategy

Language Objective: 
To learn and practice negotiating 

meaning from context

Explain to students that the word 
succeed can confuse people because they are 
used to it having to do with success, as in win-
ning a game. But in this chapter succeed has 
another meaning, which they can guess by 
using context clues. Have students find suc-
ceeded in the first subsection on this page. 
Have them reread the topic sentence. Ask: 

What idea will this paragraph be about? (the 
age of Presidents on entering office) Have stu-
dents read the sentence about Roosevelt cho-
rally. Ask: What words can you use in place 
of succeeded to? (Possible answers: came to, 
reached) Tell them they will read more about 
presidential succession in Section 2.
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What are the formal qualifications?
The Constitution says that a candidate for President must meet 
certain formal qualifications. The President must:

be a natural born American citizen ●

be at least 35 years old ●

have been a resident of the United States for at least 14 years.  ●

Most Presidents have been in their 50s when they entered the 
White House. John F. Kennedy was the youngest at age 43 to be 
elected President. Theodore Roosevelt succeeded to the office at 
the age of 42 after President William McKinley was assassinated. 
Ronald Reagan was elected at age 69. He left office at age 77, the 
oldest person ever to hold the presidency. 

  What are the three qualifications a person must meet to 

be eligible for the presidency?

How long can a President serve?
At first, the Framers debated between a single term for the President, 
lasting six or seven years, and a four-year term, with the possibility 
of reelection. They finally chose the second option. The Framers did 
not set a limit on the number of times a President could be reelected.

During the 1940s, Franklin Roosevelt served four terms, or 16 
years, as President. To make sure this would not happen again, 
Congress passed the 22nd Amendment. The states ratified this 
amendment, which limits the President to two full terms in office. 
If the Vice President succeeds to the presidency and then is elected 
twice, he or she can serve up to ten years in office.

Many people criticize the 22nd Amendment. Presidents Truman, 
Eisenhower, and Reagan each called for its repeal. They claimed it 
should be left to the people to decide how long a President should 
serve. Others say it weakens the President’s authority at the end of 
the second term. Those in favor of the 22nd Amendment claim it 
prevents one person from having too much power.

What are the pay and benefits?
Congress sets the President’s salary, and it cannot change during a 
President’s term. Since 2001, the President has been paid $400,000 
a year. The President also has a $50,000 expense account to spend 
any way he or she chooses each year. The President is also given 
many benefits. One benefit is living in the 132-room White House in 
the center of Washington, D.C. The President also has use of a fleet 
of cars, Air Force One, and several other planes and helicopters.

Reading Strategy
Visualizing

 What words in this 
paragraph help you visualize what 
you are reading?
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Biography
Tell students that Ronald Reagan was an athlete 
in his youth. At the age of 15, he became a life-
guard and saved 77 lives over seven subsequent 
summers. In addition, he played many team 
sports in high school and college. These experi-
ences, as well as drama activities, led to his 
movie career. When Ronald Reagan died in 
2004, he had lived two and one-half years longer 
than any other President to date. Ask: Which of 
Ronald Reagan’s life experiences was probably 
helpful in his presidency? (radio work, acting in 
front of a camera, heading the Screen Actors’ 
Guild, serving as governor)

Assess and Remediate
Have students complete the review activities in 
the digital lesson presentation and continue their 
work in the Essential Questions Journal.

If your students 

have trouble with Strategies for remediation

Determining roles 
and qualifications of 
the President 
(Questions 1, 2,
3, 6) 

Create a graphic organizer on the 
board outlining the eight roles and 
the three formal qualifications.

Understanding the 
22nd Amendment 
(Question 4) 

Review the “How long can a 
President serve?” subsection.

Judging the salary 
and benefits 
provided to the 
President 
(Questions 5, 7) 

Discuss with students the 
compensation that film and sports 
celebrities enjoy, and the work they 
perform. Then compare them with 
the responsibilities and 
compensation of the President. 

Learning Styles 
Auditory/Verbal Learning

Divide the class in half. Ask one half 
to prepare to support and defend the 
22nd Amendment. Have the other 

half prepare to argue against it. Tell students 
that they can use the names and the 
thoughts of people mentioned on page 316 
to bolster their side. When students are 
ready, randomly select teams of four to pit 
against each other in a debate. Allow the 
first side two minutes to present and their 
opponent one minute for rebuttal. Repeat 
with the other team presenting.

Section Assessment Answers
1. roles: chief of state, chief executive, chief 
administrator, chief diplomat, commander in 
chief, chief legislator, chief of party, and chief 
citizen; qualifications: a natural born citizen, at 
least 35 years old, has been a resident of the 
United States for 14 years 

2. As chief of state, the President is the head of 
the government and a symbol of all the people.

3. The roles of chief of party and chief citizen 
did not come from the Constitution.

4. The 22nd Amendment limits the President to 
two full terms in office.

5. The President’s benefits include any two of 
the following: living in the White House, a fleet 

of cars, Air Force One, and several planes and 
helicopters.

6. Sample answer: The Framers created the 
formal qualifications to ensure that the 
President would be a solid U.S. citizen, without 
loyalties to another nation, and would bring 
years of life experience to the office.

7. Sample answer: As leader of the world’s 
most powerful nation, the President has one of 
the most complex jobs in the world. The high 
compensation and generous benefits are 
appropriate to the difficulty of the job. Or: The 
excessive benefits and salary of the presidency 
allow the President to live like a king rather than 
an elected public servant.

Chapter 13 • Section 1  317

Essential Questions
Journal

Go to your Essential Questions 
Journal to work on this chapter’s 
Essential Question.SECTION 1 ASSESSMENT

 1. Guiding Question Use your completed 
outline to answer this question: What are 
the roles and qualifications of the office of 
the President?

Key Terms and Comprehension
On a sheet of paper, write the answer to each question. 
Use complete sentences. 

 2. What is the President’s role as chief of state?

 3. Which two presidential roles did not come from the 
Constitution?

 4. What is the purpose of the 22nd Amendment? 

 5. What are two of the benefits of being President of the 
United States? 

Critical Thinking

 6. Draw Conclusions Why do you think the Framers set formal 
qualifications for the presidency? 

 7. Demonstrate Reasoned Judgment Some people think that the 
President is paid too little. Others believe the President is 
paid too much. What do you think? Why?

Biography

Ronald Reagan (1911–2004) 

Ronald Reagan  was born in Tampico, 
Illinois, on February 6, 1911. He graduated 
from Eureka College in Illinois and became a 
radio sports announcer. This led to a career 
in the movies. He also served in the army 
from 1942 to 1945. After his wartime service, 
Reagan became president of the Screen Actors’ 
Guild. This was the beginning of his political 
career. When he was first elected governor of 
California in 1966, he fought for lower taxes and 
reduction in government spending. In 1981 he 

was elected President of the 
United States and served two 
terms. President Reagan became known for his 
grace and wit. His economic policies were called 
“Reaganomics.” 

Ronald Reagan and his wife, Nancy, returned to 
their ranch in California at the end of his second 
term. He suffered from Alzheimer’s disease the 
last ten years of his life. He died in 2004.

Quick Write
Research one President that 
is talked about in this section. 
Write a paragraph on your 
findings. Make sure to include 
the President’s full name, years 
in office, and number of terms. 
Also include any interesting 
facts you find about the 
President. 
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Get Started

Lesson Goal

Students will identify and evaluate qualities for • 
different leadership roles.

Teach
Ask students: What qualities do you think are 
important for your class president to have? 
(experience, intelligence, responsibility, listening 
skills, popularity, attractiveness) Record the list 
on the board. Then ask: Which of these quali-
ties really matter in the class president’s ability 
to do the job? Cross off factors that students say 
are not job-related.
Divide the class into six groups. Assign each 
group one of these leadership positions: U.S. 
senator, town mayor, school principal, football 
coach, film director, or business owner. Have 
each group determine the qualities they think 
are important for that person.
Have a volunteer from each group share the 
results of their discussions. As students share 
their lists, create a list on the board of the quali-
ties that are repeated in one column and those 
that are unique in another. Ask: Why do these 
leadership positions have these qualities in 
common? (because they are important skills for 
any leader) Pointing at the unique list, ask: Why 
don’t all the positions have these qualities? 
(because they are unique to each position) Then 
have students add to the common list the qualities 
that they think are important for the President. 
Then ask: Would you vote for a presidential can-
didate who had all of these qualities?

Assess and Remediate
Have students choose the five most important 
qualities for a President and explain their 
choices. Correct answers to the What do you 
think? questions.

What do you think?

1. U.S. senator: political experience, legal 
knowledge, trustworthiness, integrity; school 
principal: understanding, vision, fairness, 
patience

2. Yes; being able to admit a mistake shows that 
the person is honest, willing to be held account-
able, and recognizes errors in judgment or actions.

3. Students should evaluate a leader based on 
criteria appropriate to the position.

Citizenship Activity Pack
If your students need extra support, use the 
Citizenship Activity Pack lesson How to Evaluate 
Leadership. It includes a lesson plan for you and 
materials that help students identify leadership 
styles. Each student group will make a poster 
supporting a fictional leader profiled on a Build 
a Leader Card. Then you will give each group a 
News Flash Bulletin containing a surprise disclo-
sure about their leader. Students will write a 
paragraph describing whether the news altered 
their perception of their leader and, if so, how. 
Students may also access the Citizenship Activity 
Pack online for activities on How to Evaluate 
Leadership  at PearsonSuccessNet.com.
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What do you think?

What do you think is the 1. 
most important leadership 
quality for a United States 
senator? What about for a 
high school principal?
Do you think it is a good idea 2. 
for a leader to admit when he 
or she has made a mistake?
You Try It 3.  Make a list of the 
qualities that you think make 
a good leader. Then, choose 
someone in a leadership 
position, such as a member 
of Congress or the President. 
Evaluate this person based 
on the criteria on your list.

MAGRUDER’S
Online Update

GOVERNMENT ONLINE
Citizenship Activity Pack

For activities on evaluating 
leadership, go to 
PearsonSuccessNet.com

What qualities are important 
to you when you choose 

whom to vote for in an election? 
Many diff erent factors can make 
someone the right candidate for 
you. Your criteria might not be 
the same ones that matter to 
someone else. It is important to 
decide what is important to you 
before you vote.
1. Decide what factors are 
most important to you.  Before 
you start thinking about 
the candidates, you should 
determine what leadership 
qualities you care about the 
most. Do you want a leader 
who has been in office for 
a long time? Past behavior 
can be a good indication of 
how someone will perform 
in the future. You may want 
to evaluate candidates based 
on their personalities or 
characters. Does the candidate 

have the ability to motivate 
or inspire others? Does the 
candidate share your beliefs 
and values? 
2. Match the skills to the 
job.  Your evaluation of the 
candidates may depend on the 
position that is being filled. A 
town mayor may need different 
skills than a town clerk. The 
qualities of a good senator 
might be different than those 
of a good Board of Education 
member. For some positions, 
it is important to have a strong 
vision and an ability to unite 
people. For others, someone 
who can stand up to opposition 
is ideal. It is important to match 
the specific requirements 

of the job with the abilities of 
the candidate. 

3. Compare qualifications.  Once 
you have done Steps 1 and 2, 
you will need to compare 
candidates against those 
factors. Who meets most of 
your requirements? Does your 
list of requirements reduce your 
options to one candidate? If 
not, you will have to compare 
the candidates to determine 
who you think will be the best 
choice for the position.

“Tuesday’s election for the State Assembly seat in Gloucester 
County is going to be a close one. Recent polls show that Jane 
Arbino is leading among voters who think lowering taxes is 
important. Voters who favor a national health insurance program 
are much more likely to vote for her opponent, Keith James.”

Evaluating Leadership

E
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Get Started

Lesson Goals

Students will examine the process of presi-• 
dential succession.
Students will understand the duties and • 
importance of the position of Vice President.

Bellringer

Write on the board: Describe the duties of the 
Vice President. In your opinion, how impor-
tant is the position? Support your answer 
with evidence from the chapter. Answer in 
your notebook.

Guiding Question
What occurs when the President is unable to perform the 
duties of the office?

Presidential Succession

Constitution

•  Powers and 

duties transfer 

to Vice 

President

•  25th 

Amendment

Congress

•  President 

informs 

Congress 

when disabled

•  Vice President 

and majority of 

Cabinet inform 

Congress

•  Presidential 

Succession 

Act of 1947

Vice President

•  Becomes 

President if 

President 

unable to 

serve

•  If office 

becomes 

vacant, 

President 

nominates a 

Vice President

Vocabulary
balance the ticket
presidential 

succession

Presidential 
Succession Act of 
1947

Have students write and share an original sen-
tence using each vocabulary word.

Skills Development

Note Taking and Active Listening
Before teaching this lesson to students, you 
may wish them to review the information on 
note taking and active listening in the Skills 
Handbook, p. S20. You may assign this skill 
review either before or after students answer 
the Bellringer questions.

Introduce the Section

Chapter 13 Section 2
Overview In this section, students will 

learn about presidential succession and 
the office of the Vice President.

Student Pages  pp. 319–321

Teacher’s Resource Library 
Reading Comprehension
Section 2 Quiz B
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Objectives: 
Explain how the Constitution  ■

provides for presidential 
succession.
Understand the constitutional  ■

provisions related to presidential 
disability.
Describe the role of the Vice  ■

President.

Guiding Question
What occurs when the President 
is unable to perform the duties 
of the office? Use a chart like 
the one below to keep track of 
the main ideas about presidential 
succession.

SECTION 2

▲  Service men read of President Franklin 
Roosevelt’s death, April 12, 1945.

In the history of the United States, there have been 47 Vice 
Presidents.  Fourteen of these men have gone on to become 
President.  Some succeeded to the presidency because the President 
was assassinated, died, or resigned. Other former Vice Presidents 
were elected on their own.  

What does the Constitution say about 
presidential succession?
Presidential succession is the plan to fill a vacancy in the 
presidency. If the President dies, resigns, or is impeached and 
convicted, the Vice President becomes President.

The Constitution did not originally have a way to fill the office of 
President if it became vacant. It stated only that the “powers and 
duties” of the President were to be transferred to the Vice President, 
not the office itself. In 1841, President William Henry Harrison 
died and Vice President John Tyler succeeded him as President. 
This became the practice for filling a presidential vacancy. 
This practice became part of the Constitution when the 25th 
Amendment was adopted in 1967. It said that the Vice President 
would become President if the President died, resigned, or was 
removed from office.

The Presidential Succession Act of 1947 set the order of 
succession following the Vice President. If the Vice President is 
unable to take the office, the Speaker of the House is next in line for 
the presidency. The complete line of succession appears on the next 
page (Figure 13.1). 

  What happened in 1967?

men read of President Franklin▲ Service m
Rooseve

▲▲ Service m

Presidential 
Succession and the 
Vice Presidency

Presidential Succession

Congress

President  ■

informs 
Congress 
when he is 
disabled 

Vice
President
   ■

Constitution

Powers  ■

and duties 
transfer 
to Vice 
President
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Understanding Figure 13.1

Have students study the figure. Pictured here is 
federal Judge Sarah Hughes of Dallas giving the 
Oath of Office to Vice President Lyndon 
Johnson on board Air Force One, with First 
Lady Jacqueline Kennedy at his side. Have stu-
dents discuss what would have happened had 
both President Kennedy and Vice President 
Johnson been killed by the assassin’s bullets. 
(The Speaker of the House would have become 
President.)
Caption Answer with the adoption of the 25th 

Amendment in 1967

Teach
Have students think about a time when they 
competed in a relay race. Ask: Why is it impor-
tant for each runner to do his or her personal 
best? (Each runner is needed to finish the race.) 
Explain that, like a runner in a relay race, a Vice 
President must be fully prepared to carry on the 
job if the President cannot do so. Tell students 
that in this section, they will learn about the job 
of the Vice President and the way our govern-
ment has ensured a seamless transition should 
the President die, resign, become disabled, or be 
removed from office. Stress that the nation will 
never be without a leader.
To present this topic using online 
resources, use the lesson presentation 
at PearsonSuccessNet.com.

The 25th Amendment was adopted in 1967.

Ask: 
How has Congress allowed for the possibility • 
of both the President and the Vice President 
becoming unable to serve? (The Presidential 

Succession Act of 1947 set the order of suc-

cession following the Vice President.)

The 25th Amendment stipulates that the Vice 

President will become Acting President if the 

President becomes disabled.

Ask: 
Who has authority over the President, should • 
he decide to return to his duties too soon? 
(The Vice President and a majority of the 

members of the Cabinet can challenge the 

decision and Congress must then decide the 

matter within 21 days.)

What are the two formal duties of the Vice • 
President? (to preside over the Senate and to 

help decide if the President is disabled)

Reading Comprehension, p. 22

22
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Name ___________________________ Class _____________________ Date _______

 1.  What is presidential succession?

  ________________________________________________________________

  ________________________________________________________________

  ________________________________________________________________

 2.  Describe the purpose of the Presidential Succession Act of 1947.

  ________________________________________________________________

  ________________________________________________________________

  ________________________________________________________________

 3.  a. Explain the purpose of the 25th Amendment.

  ________________________________________________________________

  ________________________________________________________________

  b. What happens if the President becomes disabled?

  ________________________________________________________________

  ________________________________________________________________

 4.  What are the formal duties of the Vice President?

  ________________________________________________________________

  ________________________________________________________________

 5.  Why do some people have a low opinion of the vice presidency? 

  ________________________________________________________________

  ________________________________________________________________

  ________________________________________________________________

 6.  Is the vice presidency an important office today? Explain.

  ________________________________________________________________

  ________________________________________________________________

  ________________________________________________________________

  ________________________________________________________________

READING COMPREHENSION

Presidential Succession and the Vice Presidency 2

CHAPTER

13
SECTION 2
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What happens if the President 
becomes disabled?
Before 1967 and the passage of the 25th Amendment, no guidelines 
existed in the Constitution for deciding what to do when a 
President was disabled. The 25th Amendment filled this gap in the 
Constitution. It says that the Vice President will become Acting 
President if the President informs Congress that he or she cannot 
carry out the duties of the office. Or, the Vice President and a 
majority of the members of the Cabinet can inform Congress that 
the President is disabled. The President decides when to go back to 
the duties and informs Congress. The Vice President and a majority 
of the Cabinet may challenge this decision. In that case, Congress 
has 21 days to decide the matter.

  What happens if the President becomes disabled?

What are the duties of the Vice President?
The Vice President has only two formal duties according to the 
Constitution. The first duty is to preside over the Senate. The second 
is to help decide if the President is disabled. Through the years, 
the office of Vice President has been considered unimportant. 

Who Is Next in Line?
The Vice President is fi rst in line to succeed to the presidency 
should the offi ce become vacant. A vacancy has occurred 
nine times. In each case, the Vice President did succeed 
to the offi ce. When did the practice of vice-presidential 
succession actually become part of the written 
Constitution?Constitution?

The Line of Succession
 1. Vice President
 2. Speaker of the House
 3. President pro tempore of the Senate
 4. Secretary of State
 5. Secretary of the Treasury
 6. Secretary of Defense
 7. Attorney General
 8. Secretary of the Interior
 9. Secretary of Agriculture
 10. Secretary of Commerce
 11. Secretary of Labor
 12. Secretary of Health and Human Services
 13.  Secretary of Housing and Urban 

Development
 14. Secretary of Transportation
 15.  Secretary of Energy
 16. Secretary of Education
 17. Secretary of Veterans Affairs
 18. Secretary of Homeland Security

Lyndon B. Johnson became 
President when John F. 
Kennedy was assassinated 
on November 22, 1963.

Fig. 13.1 How Government Works

MAGRUDER’S
Online Update

GOVERNMENT ONLINE
Update

Check out who holds these 
offi ces today at 
PearsonSuccessNet.com

320  

Presidential succession
Scheme by which a presidential 
vacancy is filled

Presidential Succession Act 
of 1947
Law specifying the order of 
presidential succession following 
the Vice President
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Ask: 
What does it mean to be “only a heartbeat • 
away” from the presidency? (It means the 

Vice President will be President if the 

President dies.)

How can a vice-presidential candidate “bal-• 
ance the ticket”? (by attracting more voters, 

and so strengthening the presidential candi-

date’s chances of being elected)

Reading Strategy
Visualizing

Ask students what images they visualize when 
reading the paragraph. (Examples: a President 

trying to fire his Vice President; Congress hold-

ing hearings to confirm a nominee for Vice 

President) Ask students to use their visualiza-
tions to rewrite the paragraph.

Assess and Remediate
Have students complete the review activities in 
the digital lesson presentation and continue their 
work in the Essential Questions Journal.

If your students 

have trouble with Strategies for remediation

Describing the line 
of succession 
(Questions 1, 2, 4) 

Have students create a flow chart 
showing the line of succession.

Describing the role of 
the Vice President 
(Questions 3, 5, 6) 

Have students read and summarize 
“What are the duties of the Vice 
President?”

Explaining how the 
vice presidency has 
changed in recent 
years (Question 7)

Have students find recent articles 
on the activities of the Vice 
President.

ELL/ESL Strategy 
Language Objective: 
To practice oral interaction skills 

when discussing a content area

Organize students into pairs or 
trios. Explain that they should have a con-
versation comparing the importance of the 
vice presidency in the past with its impor-
tance today. Tell them that each person 
should speak as much as the other. They 
may ask one another questions to keep the 
discussion going. Remind students that their 
goals are 1) to discover whether the Vice 
Presidents’ importance has changed in 
recent years, and if so, in what ways, and 
2) to participate aloud.

Section Assessment Answers
1. The Vice President becomes President if the 
President dies, resigns, or is removed by 
impeachment. The new President then nomi-
nates someone to fill the vice-presidential 
vacancy, upon confirmation of Congress. If a 
President becomes incapacitated, the Vice 
President becomes Acting President until 
Congress is informed by the President, in 
writing, that the inability no longer exists. 

2. Presidential succession is the plan by which 
a presidential vacancy is filled.

3. The Constitution assigns these two duties to 
the Vice President: presiding over the Senate 
and helping to decide presidential disability.

4. The 25th Amendment deals with presidential 
disability.

5. Balancing the ticket is when a running mate 
is chosen based on his or her ability to strengthen 
a candidate’s chance of being elected.

6. Sample answers: Yes, a balanced ticket 
ensures that the views of the majority of 
Americans are represented. OR: No, the Vice 
President must have the qualifications to serve 
as President if needed.

7. The past experiences of a Vice President 
might help the position rise in importance if a 
Vice President has experience in an area that is 
important to issues the nation is facing, such as 
Vice President Joe Biden’s foreign relations 
experience.

Chapter 13 • Section 2  321

Essential Questions
Journal

Go to your Essential Questions 
Journal to work on this chapter’s 
Essential Question.SECTION 2 ASSESSMENT

 1. Guiding Question Use your completed chart to 
answer this question: What occurs when the 
President is unable to perform the duties of 
the office?

Key Terms and Comprehension
On a sheet of paper, write the answer to each 
question. Use complete sentences.

 2. What is presidential succession?

 3. What two official duties does the Constitution 
assign to the Vice President?

 4. Which amendment deals with presidential 
disability?

 5. What does it mean to balance the ticket?

Critical Thinking

 6. Demonstrate Reasoned Judgment Do you think 
the attempt to “balance the ticket” is a good 
way of selecting a Vice President? Why or 
why not?

 7. Synthesize Information How can the past 
experiences of a Vice President help the 
position rise in importance? 

Vice Presidents themselves have described the office that way. 
In fact, however, the office is very important, because the Vice 
President is “only a heartbeat away” from the presidency. 

The low opinion of the vice presidency is partly due to the way 
candidates for the office are chosen. The President is carefully 
selected based on his or her qualifications, but the Vice President 
is chosen mostly to balance the ticket. This means the choice of 
the vice-presidential candidate is meant to attract voters, perhaps 
from a particular geographic region. Political parties do not usually 
consider the possibility of succession to the presidency when 
choosing a vice-presidential candidate.

What is the vice presidency like today?
The vice presidency has taken on more importance in recent years. 
Vice President Dick Cheney was considered the most influential 
Vice President in the country’s history to that point. Vice President 
Joe Biden had a 36-year Senate career and significant foreign 
relations experience before becoming Vice President. 

Even though the Vice President has risen in importance, none has 
yet become a true assistant to the President. One reason for this 
may be that the Vice President is not subject to removal from office 
by the President. The President can never fire the Vice President. If 
the office of Vice President becomes vacant, the 25th Amendment 
says that the President must nominate a Vice President. Both 
houses of Congress must confirm this nomination by a majority 
vote. This is written into the 25th Amendment (1967).

Balance the ticket
The practice of choosing a 
presidential running mate who 
can strengthen a presidential 
candidate’s chance of being 
elected

Reading Strategy
Visualizing

 How could this paragraph 
be written differently to create a 
stronger picture in your mind?
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Get Started

Lesson Goals

Students will describe the Framers’ original • 
plan for selecting the President and Vice 
President.
Students will analyze how historical events • 
led to changes in the way the President and 
Vice President are selected.

Bellringer

Display Transparency 13C, Presidential Election 
of 1800, covering up the question below the 
map. Instruct students to study the map and 
answer the following questions in their note-
books: What two political parties were 
involved in the election of 1800? Which can-
didate won the most electoral votes?

Guiding Question
How did the process of choosing a President change over 
time?

1787: The Framers of the Constitution resolve to
select the President by a system of electors.

1800: A crisis occurs because the electors’
votes result in a tie.

After the election of 1800: The 12th Amendment
is adopted. It requires electors to vote separately for 

President and Vice President.

Vocabulary
electoral college
electoral vote

presidential elector

Have students write a short paragraph using all 
three terms. Ask volunteers to share their para-
graphs with the class.

Analyze Maps
If students have difficulty analyzing maps, refer 
them to page S27 of the Skills Handbook as they 
complete the Bellringer activity and then study 
the map in this section.

Skills Development

Introduce the Section

Chapter 13 Section 3
Overview In this section, students will 

learn about the Framers’ original plan 
for choosing the President.

Student Pages  pp. 322–324

Teacher’s Resource Library 
Reading Comprehension
Section 3 Quiz B
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Objectives: 
Explain the Framers’ original  ■

plan for choosing the President.
Understand how political parties  ■

changed the original process for 
choosing a President. 

Guiding Question
How did the process of 
choosing a President change 
over time? Use a flowchart like 
the one below to keep track of the 
main ideas about selecting the 
President. 

Presidential 
Selection: The 
Framers’ Plan

SECTION 3

▲  The presidential candidates in 1800: Aaron Burr 
(left) and Thomas Jefferson.

The President is chosen according to terms listed in the 
Constitution, state and federal laws, and tradition. This complicated 
mix is not what the Framers originally intended. In this section, 
you will read about the Framers’ plan and why it changed. 

What were the original provisions for 
choosing a President?
The Framers considered many methods for selecting a President. 
At first, many delegates favored the idea of Congress choosing 
the President. Those against this plan argued that the choice of 
President should be controlled by the people, not the legislature. 
Only a few delegates favored choosing the President by popular 
vote, however. Most felt that the country was too large and spread 
out for voters to be able to learn enough about the candidates to 
make a wise decision. 

Finally, after weeks of talking, the Framers chose a plan suggested 
by Alexander Hamilton. According to this plan, the President and 
Vice President were to be chosen by a special body of presidential 
electors. These electors would be chosen in each state. Each state 
would have as many electors as it has senators and representatives 
in Congress. These electors would each cast two electoral votes, 
each for a different candidate. The person with the most votes 
would be President. The person the second largest number of votes 
would become Vice President. The Framers believed the electors 
chosen by each state would be informed and respected citizens.

  Whose plan did the Framers pick for choosing the 

President and Vice President?

es in 1800: Aaron Burr▲▲ e presidential candidateThe

1787: The Framers of the Constitution resolve to 
select the President by a system of electors.

1800: A crisis occurs because the electors’ 
votes result in a tie.
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Teach
Discuss the Bellringer exercise as an introduc-
tion to the challenges presented by the election 
of 1800, including the fact that the election pro-
duced a tie for the presidency in the electoral 
college. Explain that it was possible, under the 
Framers’ original plan, for the second-place win-
ner—and thus, the winner of the vice presi-
dency—to be from a different political party 
than the winner of the presidential vote. Ask: Do 
you think a President and Vice President from 
opposing parties would make a good team? 
(Possible answer: No, their differing stands on 
issues would prevent them from working well 
together. Or: Yes, this would allow input from the 
rival party.) Tell students that in this section, 
they will learn about the Framers’ plan for presi-
dential elections and why it had to change.
To present this topic using online 
resources, use the lesson presentation 
at PearsonSuccessNet.com.

Ask:
What qualities did the Framers believe electors•  
would have? (They would be informed and 

respected citizens.)

Alexander Hamilton’s

Reading Strategy
Visualizing

Students should notice that the illustration 
shows the President and Vice President facing 
away from one another, with an arrow pushing 
them apart. This should help students visualize 
the fact that the 12th Amendment separated the 
elections of the President and Vice President.

Reading Comprehension, p. 28

ELL/ESL Strategy 
Language Objective: 
To use manipulatives to 

demonstrate content

Write the following on five 
cards: Voters, vote for, electors, who vote 
for, presidential candidates. Shuffle cards 
and have students place them in order. Read 
them aloud. Answer questions about the sen-
tence, and then ask: Do voters vote directly 
for the President? (No, they vote for electors.)

Understanding Figure 13.2

Call students’ attention to the figure. Remind 
them that early on, many Americans lived too 
far from cities to be informed about the candi-
dates. Read the paragraph and have students 
answer the question. Have volunteers read the 
information under each date.
Caption Answer Possible response: They 

hoped the process would ensure the equitable 

selection of the best possible candidate for the 

office of the President.

28
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CHAPTER

13
SECTION 1

Name ___________________________ Class _____________________ Date _______

READING COMPREHENSION

Presidential Selection: The Framers’ Plan 2

CHAPTER

13
SECTION 3

 1.  In the chart, describe two ways of choosing a President that 

the Framers considered and rejected.

 2.  a. What group did the Framers decide should choose the President? 

  ________________________________________________________________

  b. How are the people in this group chosen?

  ________________________________________________________________

  c. How many electors is each state allowed to have? 

  ________________________________________________________________

 3.  Why did Congress have to change the electoral system? 

  ________________________________________________________________

  ________________________________________________________________

 4.  How did the 12th Amendment change the electoral college? 

  ________________________________________________________________

  ________________________________________________________________

 5.  Name the three things that laid the foundation for the presidential 

selection system we use today.  

  ________________________________________________________________

  ________________________________________________________________

  ________________________________________________________________

Plans for Choosing a President Reasons for Rejecting Plan

a.

 

b.
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How did the rise of political parties affect the 
process of choosing a President?
The electoral college is the group of people chosen from each 
state and the District of Columbia to formally select the President 
and Vice President. The original version of the Framers’ plan 
only worked until 1796. By that time, two political parties existed: 
the Federalists and the Democratic-Republicans. The electors 
chose John Adams (a Federalist) as President. His rival from the 
Democratic Republican Party, Thomas Jefferson, was elected Vice 
President. He had received the second largest number of votes. This 
meant Jefferson had to serve under Adams. In our government 
today, the President and Vice President are always from the same 
party.

In the election of 1800, the electoral system completely failed 
(Figure 13.2). Political parties were now well-established. Each 
party nominated presidential and vice presidential candidates. They 
also nominated presidential electors in each state. Those electors 
were expected to vote for their party’s presidential and vice-
presidential nominees. 

Presidential elector
A person elected by the voters to 
represent them in making a formal 
selection of the Vice President and 
President

Electoral vote
Vote cast by electors in the 
electoral college

Electoral College
Group of persons chosen in each 
state and the District of Columbia 
every four years who make a 
formal selection of the President 
and Vice President

Reading Strategy
Visualizing

 How does this illustration 
on the page help you better 
understand what you are reading?

The 12th 
 Amendment

Separate
elections

Vice PresidentPresident

Crisis Causes Change
The Framers saw the electoral college as an appropriate way to 
select the President and Vice President. They did not foresee the 
development of political parties, however, and the parties’ participation 
in the election of 1800 caused a serious breakdown in the Framers’ 
plan. What did the Framers hope to accomplish by designing the 
electoral college system as they did?

The Electoral College

• Each elector casts two 
electoral votes, each for a 
different person for President.

• The person receiving a 
majority of the electoral votes 
becomes President.

• The person with the second 
highest number of electoral 
votes becomes Vice President.

In accord with the Framers’ 
original plan, the electors 
cast their two votes for two 
different persons. Each of the 73 
Democratic-Republican electors 
votes for that party’s two 
nominees, producing a tie. In the 
end, it takes 36 separate votes in 
the House of Representatives to 
fi nally select the President and, 
by default, the Vice President.

• The 12th Amendment to 
the Constitution separates 
the presidential and vice-
presidential elections.

• Each presidential elector 
now casts one vote for 
President and one vote for 
Vice President.

1787The Framers’ 
Original Plan

1800The Crisis 1804Changes to the 
Original Plan

Fig. 13.2
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Understanding Figure 13.3

Have students study the figure. Ask them to 
reword the first sentence. Invite volunteers to 
share their sentences.
Interpreting Maps The map illustrates how the 

states were virtually (and in two cases literally) 

divided in two by political divisions. The charts 

indicate that the electoral college was also 

almost equally divided along party lines.

Assess and Remediate
Have students complete the review activities in 
the digital lesson presentation and continue their 
work in the Essential Questions Journal.

If your students 

have trouble with Strategies for remediation

Understanding the 
electoral college 
(Questions 1, 2, 3, 
6) 

Have students create a web 
diagram with “electoral college” in 
the center circle. Have them list 
everything they know about the 
electoral college in the outer circles.

Understanding the 
12th Amendment 
(Questions 4, 5, 7) 

Review with students this section’s 
“Crisis Causes Change” feature.

Learning Styles 
Logical/Mathematical Learning

Refer students to the list of 
Presidents on pages 664–665 and 
have them select a Vice President 

from the last 40 years. Have students 
research how that person helped balance the 
ticket in the presidential election that year. 
Have students write a paragraph explaining 
whether they think the President’s choice of 
running mate was a good one.

Section Assessment Answers
1. In 1787, the Framers developed a presidential 
selection plan centered on a body of electors 
who would vote for two different candidates for 
President. The winner would become President 
and the second-place winner, Vice President. 
During the 1800 election, the electors voted 
along party lines and caused a tie for the presi-
dency. Afterward, the 12th Amendment was 
added to the Constitution, requiring electors to 
cast separate ballots for President and Vice 
President. 

2. The electoral college is a group of persons 
chosen in each state and the District of 

Columbia every four years to make a formal 
selection of the President and Vice President.

3. Each state has as many electors as it has 
senators and representatives in Congress.

4. In 1800, the electoral college vote produced 
a tie for the presidency. This threw the election 
into the House of Representatives where all the 
states had to vote 36 separate times before 
Thomas Jefferson was chosen as President.

5. The 12th Amendment was added to the 
Constitution after the election of 1800.

6. Sample answer: The Framers believed that 
the average citizen was not well enough 
informed to make wise choices for President 

and Vice President. This was partly due to the 
fact that citizens were so widely scattered.

7. Parties nominated the electors who pledged to 
vote for the party’s candidates. Each elector voted 
once for the party’s presidential candidate and 
once for the party’s vice-presidential candidate. 
Since the highest vote-getter was to be President, 
the electoral votes created a tie for President, 
which threw the election into the House.
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Essential Questions
Journal

Go to your Essential Questions 
Journal to work on this chapter’s 
Essential Question.SECTION 3 ASSESSMENT

 1. Guiding Question Use your completed 
flowchart to answer this question: How did 
the process of choosing a President change 
over time? 

Key Terms and Comprehension
On a sheet of paper, write the answer to each 
question. Use complete sentences. 

 2. What is the electoral college?

 3. How many delegates does each state have in 
the electoral college?

 4. What happened in 1800 that led to a change 
in the electoral process?

 5. What amendment was added to the 
Constitution following the election of 1800?

Critical Thinking

 6. Recognize Bias The Framers believed that the 
presidential electors would be the smartest 
and most respectable citizens in each state. 
How did this reflect the voting population at 
the time?

 7. Determine Relevance How did the loyalty to 
one political party complicate the election 
of 1800?

After the election of 1800, (Figure 13.3) 
the 12th Amendment was added to the 
Constitution. The amendment made one 
major change in the electoral college. It 
separated the presidential and vice-presidential 
elections. The 12th Amendment says, “The 
Electors . . . shall name in their ballots the 
person voted for as President, and in distinct 
ballots the person voted for as Vice–President.”

The rise of political parties, the election of 
1800, and the 12th Amendment laid the 
foundation for the presidential selection 
system we use today. 

 Who was elected President in 1800?

The Election of 1800
▼ Interpreting Maps Differing attitudes about the 
role of the government and the interpretation of the 
Constitution gave rise to political parties in the United 
States. How do the map and chart below illustrate these 
political divisions? 

ME

NY

PA

VA

NC

SC

GA

TN

KY

NH

VT

RI

MA

CT
NJ

DE
MD

Candidate
and Party

Electoral
Votes

Thomas Jefferson
Democratic-Republican

Aaron Burr
Democratic-Republican

John Adams
Federalist

Charles C. Pinckney
Federalist

John Jay
Federalist

73

73

65

64

1

Federalist

Democratic-
Republican

53%
47%

Election of 1800

SOURCE: National Archives and Records
Administration

Fig. 13.3
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Get Started

Lesson Goals

Students will discuss how primaries and cau-• 
cuses allow voters to participate in choosing 
presidential candidates.
Students will explain the events that take • 
place at a national convention.
Students will detail the typical characteristics • 
of presidential candidates.

Bellringer

Display Transparency 13D, The United States of 
America, Revised. This cartoon comments on 
the disproportionate influence of the early Iowa 
caucuses and New Hampshire primary. Explain 
to students that this cartoon appeared while the 
nation was in the process of nominating candi-
dates for the presidency. Have students answer 
the first question on the transparency in their 
notebooks, then discuss the second question as 
a class.

Guiding Question
Does the nominating system allow Americans to choose 
the best candidates for President?

Presidential Nominee

Personal 
Characteristics

•  Viable 

candidate 

•  Broad appeal 

•  Record free of 

controversies

•  Held elective 

office 

•  Most from 

larger states

Primaries and 
Caucuses

•  Primary—

voters choose 

delegates or 

express 

preference for 

nominee

•  Caucuses 

used in some 

states

National 
Conventions

•  Delegates 

chosen based 

on electoral 

vote

•  Goals: naming 

candidates, 

promoting 

unity, and 

adopting 

platform

Vocabulary
keynote address
national convention
platform
presidential primary

proportional 
representation

winner-take-all

Have students write the terms and their definitions 
on flash cards and test each other with the cards.

Skills Development

Draw Inferences and Conclusions
To teach the skill of drawing inferences and con-
clusions, have students read the information on 
p. S19 in the Skills Handbook. 

Introduce the Section

Chapter 13 Section 4
Overview In this section, students will 

learn the procedures for nominating 
presidential candidates, and the qualities 
possessed by successful candidates.

Student Pages  pp. 325–330

Teacher’s Resource Library 
Reading Comprehension
Section 4 Quiz B

Chapter 13 • Section 4  325

Objectives: 
Explain the role of conventions  ■

in the nominating process.
Evaluate the importance of  ■

presidential primaries. 
Understand the caucus- ■

convention process.
List the important events that  ■

happen during a national 
convention. 
Consider the typical  ■

characteristics of most 
presidential candidates. 

Guiding Question
Does the nominating system 
allow Americans to choose the 
best candidates for President? 
Use a chart like the one below to 
keep track of the main ideas about 
the nomination process.

Presidential 
Nominations

SECTION 4

The Constitution does not describe how presidential candidates 
should be chosen. Instead, the Framers designed the electoral 
college system. When political parties arose and affected the 
outcome of the election of 1800, however, that system changed 
forever. In this section, you will read about the way that presidential 
candidates are chosen today.

How does the national convention work?
Political parties first used congressional caucuses to nominate 
their presidential candidates. That arrangement ended because 
it represented the views of too few people. By 1832, both major 
parties had begun to use national conventions to nominate 
presidential candidates. The national convention is still used today.

The convention was developed by the two major parties rather than 
federal or state law. In both parties, a committee decides on the place 
and date of the convention. The conventions are very large. In 2008, 
the Republicans had 2,380 delegates and the Democrats had 4,233. 

Delegates from each state are chosen by the parties to attend the 
convention. The number of delegates from each state is based on 
that state’s electoral vote. Both parties now award bonus delegates 
to some states. These are the states that have supported a party’s 
candidate in the past. 

The selection of delegates to the convention produces a struggle 
in each party. State laws and/or party rules set the procedures 
for picking delegates in each state. The Republican Party allows 
the individual state organizations to choose its delegates. The 
Democratic Party process is governed by national rules to include 
more people in the selection process. 

▲  Delegates cheer on a speaker at the 2008 
Democratic National Convention.

▲▲ Delegates cheer on a speaker at the 2008

Presidential Nominee

Primaries and 
Caucuses

 ■

  ■

National 
Conventions
Number of  ■

delegates 
chosen per 
state

Personal 
Characteristics

Viable  ■

candidate
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The delegate selection method whereby a can-

didate who wins at least 15 percent of the pri-

mary votes gets the number of that state’s 

delegates that matches his or her share of that 

primary vote.

Teach
Discuss the Bellringer activity, and the decision 
of many states to move up their primary or cau-
cus dates. Have students look at the photograph 
on page 325. Tell them that, like cheering a team 
on at a game, people love to cheer for candidates 
during a convention. Remind students that the 
skill they are practicing in this chapter is visual-
izing, so as they read this section, ask them to 
visualize themselves participating in the exciting 
process of presidential nomination.
To present this topic using online 
resources, use the lesson presentation 
at PearsonSuccessNet.com.

Ask: 
Why did congressional caucuses end? • 
(The arrangement represented the views of 

too few people.)

Who gets bonus delegates? • (states that sup-

ported a party’s candidate in the past)

How did Wisconsin’s law change the cor-• 
rupted convention system? (It provided for 

the popular election of delegates to the 

national convention.)

Understanding Figure 13.4

Ask: How would you feel if your state had a 
winner-take-all primary? (Possible response: If I 
supported the stronger candidate, I’d feel good, but 
if I supported the weaker one, I would not feel my 
vote was worth anything.) Explain that while 
there are benefits to the winner-take-all system, 
proportional representation more accurately 
reflects popular opinion.
Analyzing Charts Possible answer: An individ-

ual who receives less than 15 percent of the vote 

is likely to drop out of the race eventually, and 

parties need to draw a line at a reasonable per-

centage that is both democratic and realistic.

Reading Comprehension, pp. 34–35

ELL/ESL Strategy 
Language Objective: 
To build on prior knowledge and 

help students form connections 

with content

Call students’ attention to the photograph 
on page 325. Invite students to share a time 
when they experienced the emotions felt by 
the people in the photograph. Based on the 
photograph, have students find words to 
describe how conventions help to promote 
party unity.

34
Copyright © by Pearson Education, Inc., or its affiliates. All rights reserved.

CHAPTER

13
SECTION 1

Name ___________________________ Class _____________________ Date _______

READING COMPREHENSION

Presidential Nominations 2

CHAPTER

13
SECTION 4

 1.  What is the purpose of the national convention system?

  ________________________________________________________________

  ________________________________________________________________

  ________________________________________________________________

 2.  Why are the presidential primaries so important?

  ________________________________________________________________

  ________________________________________________________________

 3.  Are primaries exactly the same in each state? Explain.

  ________________________________________________________________

  ________________________________________________________________

  ________________________________________________________________

 4. Describe the proportional representation rule. 

  ________________________________________________________________

  ________________________________________________________________

  ________________________________________________________________

 5.  How can a presidential primary help ensure that a party gets 

strong candidates for President?

  ________________________________________________________________

  ________________________________________________________________

  ________________________________________________________________

 6.  Describe two ideas that have been proposed for reforming the 

presidential primary process.

  a. ______________________________________________________________

  ________________________________________________________________

  b. ______________________________________________________________

  ________________________________________________________________
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What is a presidential primary?
Many states use a presidential primary to select delegates for the 
national convention and/or to express a preference for their party’s 
presidential nominee. The media play close attention to these 
primaries. Any candidate who hopes to have a chance at his or her 
party’s nomination must do well in the primaries.

The presidential primary began in the early 1900s. Corrupt party 
bosses had dominated the convention system. The process needed 
to be reformed. Primaries allowed more input from party members. 
Wisconsin passed the first law providing for the popular election of 
delegates to the national convention. By 1916, about half of the 
states had similar laws. Today, some form of the presidential 
primary is used in most states. For 2008, 40 states used the 
presidential primary system. 

What are primaries like today?
Primaries today are difficult to describe. Each state has a different 
way to choose its delegates. In addition, the Democratic Party has 
reformed its rules many times since 1968. Even the dates of the state 
primaries are confusing. New Hampshire holds its primaries first and 
has done so since 1920. It has a state law that says its primary is to be 
held at least a week before that of any other state. Most states want an 
early date for their primary. As a result, 16 states hold their primaries 
on “Super Tuesday” (February 5th). Three fourths of the primaries 
are held by mid-March. 

In the recent past, primaries were used both to select 
delegates and to show preference for a presidential 
candidate. Several primaries were winner-take-all 
contests. Candidates who won the preference vote 
also won the support of all the delegates chosen 
at that primary. These winner-take-all contests 
have almost all disappeared. The Democrats 
now have a proportional representation rule 
(Figure 13.4). A candidate who wins at least 15 
percent of the primary votes gets the number of 
that state’s delegates that matches his or her share 
of that primary vote. Most states had to change 
their primary laws to account for the Democrats 
proportional representation rule. 

  What is proportional representation?

Presidential primary
An election in which a party’s 
voters (1) choose the delegates 
to their national convention, 
and/or (2) vote for their party’s 
presidential candidate

Winner-take-all
A type of primary that is 
no longer used in which a 
winning presidential candidate 
automatically won the support of 
all the party’s delegates

Proportional representation
Rule applied in Democratic 
primaries that awards delegates 
based on the number of votes the 
candidate wins in the primary

Winner-Take-All vs. Proportional Representation

In winner-take-all states, 

the delegates are awarded only 

to the candidate who wins the 

preference vote.

40%
of vote

0
delegates

= 60%
of vote

100%
delegates

=

40%
of vote

40%
delegates

= 60%
of vote

60%
delegates

=

In a state with proportional 
representation, delegates 

are awarded to those candidates 

who win at least 15% of the vote.

▲  Analyzing Charts As political parties’ rules have 
changed, so has the manner in which primaries 
have been conducted. Why do you think 
candidates who receive less than 15% of the 
vote are not assigned delegates?

Fig. 13.4
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Ask: 
How can the party in power influence an elec-• 
tion? (That party may have the President run-

ning for reelection or giving his backing to 

someone he favors.)

What has happened to the caucus method • 
over the years? (Its use has declined to less 

than one-fourth of all delegates to major party 

conventions.)

Understanding Figure 13.5

Ask students to look at the cartoon and consider 
its meaning. Write for all to see: Timing is 
everything. Ask students to find a paragraph on 
page 326 that explains how timing has resulted 
in the situation depicted in the cartoon. (first 
paragraph on p. 326) Ask: What is an advantage 
of holding an early primary or caucus? (The 
early primaries and caucuses get the most media 
attention. Later in the process, when the candi-
dates have solidified their positions, media atten-
tion declines.) Have students write an explanation 
of the cartoon’s message in their notebooks.
Analyzing Political Cartoons The emphasis on 

the delegate-selection process in Iowa and New 

Hampshire is such that both states take on more 

importance than any other state in the Union.

Study Skills
Tell students that it will be eas-
ier for them to remember new 
concepts by asking themselves 

how and why questions, by comparing and 
contrasting the new information with what 
they have already learned, and by determin-
ing its significance. Have students practice 
one of these techniques while reviewing 
“What is a caucus?”

Learning Styles 
Visual/Spatial Learning

Have students help you create two 
T-charts, listing the advantages and 
disadvantages of primaries and cau-

cuses. Make sure students know which 
method is used in your state. Write the fol-
lowing for students to answer in their note-
books: Do you believe the method used in 
this state is effective? Why or why not?
(Answers will vary.)
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The presidential primary is very confusing, but also very important 
in our system of government. Presidential primaries allow the 
people to decide on candidates for President. In addition, they force 
potential nominees to test their abilities in real political action. In 
this way, the less capable candidates are eliminated. This does not 
often happen in the party in power, however, because that party 
may have the President running for reelection or giving his backing 
to someone he favors.

Some people believe the presidential primary process should be 
reformed again. One idea is for each of the major parties to hold 
one nationwide primary just to choose their presidential candidate. 
National conventions would be done away with. Others suggest a 
series of regional primaries, held by groups of states every two or 
three weeks. Hope for any of the plans is uncertain because both 
houses of Congress would have to work with the states and the 
major political parties. Neither party seems to have much interest 
in reform. They see the national convention as a way to promote 
party unity and strengthen party influence.

What is a caucus?
Some states do not hold primaries. In these states, the delegates to 
the national convention are chosen in a system of local caucuses 
and district and/or state conventions. A caucus is a closed meeting 
of members of a political party who gather to select delegates to the 
national convention. Caucuses are meetings held locally, usually in a 
precinct (a local polling district).  At this 
meeting, they choose delegates to a local 
convention. At this local convention, 
delegates to a state convention are chosen.  
At this state convention, delegates to the 
national convention are finally selected. 

The caucus method is very old and has 
declined over the years. In 2008, less than 
one fourth of all delegates to both major 
party conventions were selected by the 
caucus-convention method.  

The Iowa caucuses have been the 
first delegate-selection event in every 
presidential election since 1972. In the 
election of 2008, the Iowa caucus was 
held five days before the New Hampshire 
primary (Figure 13.5).

▲  Analyzing Political Cartoons The fi rst delegate-selection 
event in a presidential election by caucus is held in Iowa, 
followed afterward by the fi rst scheduled primary in New 
Hampshire. How does this cartoon illustrate the emphasis 
placed on the elections held in these two states?

Fig. 13.5
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How Government Works

Call students’ attention to the figure. Invite a stu-
dent to read the introductory paragraph in a 
sports announcer’s voice. Before answering the 
question, read through the entire process. Ask 
the first volunteer to read the labels below each 
stage of the race and have other volunteers read 
the paragraphs that explain them. Discuss what 
the voters in the stands represent (a vote is taken 
during this stage), and the significance of the 
banners beneath them. (Iowa, New Hampshire 
primary, and 16 other states on Super Tuesday set 
the pace for the other primaries to follow.)
Caption Answer Voters express their prefer-

ences throughout the race, through contribu-

tions and through votes in primaries and 

caucuses. To win, a candidate must attract 

strong popular support.

Ask:
Of the main goals of a party’s national con-• 
vention, which two are publicly displayed on 
television? (possible response: naming the 

two candidates and promoting party unity)

What speech sets the tone for the entire con-• 
vention and campaign? (the keynote address)

Background Information
Tell students that it is important 
to keep in mind that each of the 
two major parties ranges over a 

spectrum of ideas and approaches to public 
policy. For example, there are liberal 
Republicans, as well as conservative 
Democrats. Senator Zell Miller, a conserva-
tive Democrat from Georgia, gave the key-
note address to the Republican National 
Convention in 2004. Senator Miller found 
himself more in tune with the policies of 
Republican President George Bush than 
with the platform of Senator John Kerry, the 
Democratic nominee.

Learning Styles
Interpersonal/Group Learning

Organize the class into groups of four 
or five. Tell them that each group is 
forming a new political party and must 

develop a platform. Have groups conduct 
research and review the most recent party 
platforms. Tell students that their platforms 
should include at least five political ideas or 
principles held by their new party. Groups 
should write their platforms on a large sheet 
of colored paper. Invite one member from 
each group to share their party’s platform. 

Close by discussing which platform “planks,” 
or specific parts, are the most common and 
which are the most controversial.
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How is the presidential candidate chosen at 
the national convention?
After all the primaries and caucuses are over, it is time for each 
major party to hold its national convention. The convention is just 
one step in the very long race to the presidency (Figure 13.6). The 
convention has three main goals: 1) naming the party’s presidential 
and vice presidential candidates, 2) promoting party unity, and 3) 
adopting the party’s platform.

During the first days of the convention, many important party 
leaders make speeches. The most important is the keynote address. 
The keynote address is a speech given to set the tone for the 
convention and campaign to come. It prompts loud demonstrations 
and an enthusiastic show of support for the party.

National convention
Meeting at which a party’s 
delegates pick the presidential and 
vice-presidential candidates

Platform
A political party’s formal statement 
of basic principles, stands on 
major issues, and objectives

Keynote address
Speech given at a party 
convention to set the tone for 
the convention and the campaign 
to come

Fig. 13.6 How Government Works

Start the Race Fundraising Primaries and Caucuses

The Race for the Presidency
The race begins as presidential contenders compete to become their party’s 
nominee. As the pace intensifies, the field dwindles to a contest between two 
contenders for the ultimate prize—the presidency. How does the contest for 
the White House reflect the American democratic ideal?

1-4 Years Before Election The 
first steps for potential candidates 
include broadening their visibility, 
testing their appeal nationwide, and 
developing committees to explore 
their viability as a candidate. If 
the results are encouraging, the 
contender will officially announce his 
or her candidacy.

1-4 Years Before Election 
The costs of running for office 
are huge and raising funds is an 
ongoing effort throughout the 
campaign. Lack of funds often 
caues contenders to drop out of 
the race.

January–June of the Election 
Year Primaries and caucuses help determine 
the party’s nominee. At this stage, voters 
choose their party’s frontrunner and many 
candidates concede defeat.
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Reading Strategy
Visualizing

Ask students to review each stage in the presi-
dential race to see how the illustration helps 
them understand it. When they are done, ask if 
they think the pictures helped them. Invite stu-
dents to point out important details that were 
too complex to be illustrated. Remind them that 
they can add those details to their visualizations. 

Ask:
When do the delegates finally choose the par-• 
ty’s vice-presidential and presidential candi-
dates? (on the last two days of the 

convention)

During which nationally televised activity do • 
the presidential candidates compare and con-
trast themselves with each other? (the debates)

Why do you think each state votes aloud•  
during the roll call? (Possible answer: to raise 

crowd enthusiasm)

What is the purpose of the candidate’s • 
acceptance speech and the convention itself? 
(to inspire voters and win support for the party)

a speech given early in the convention to set the 

tone for the convention and campaign to come

Background Information
Frontloading In the 2008 cam-
paign, Florida and Michigan 
moved their primaries earlier, to 

allow a diverse group of states early partici-
pation. They violated party rules, so the 
Republican and Democratic parties cut in 
half these states’ convention votes. The 
Democratic Party refused to award conven-
tion delegates based on the primary results
in those states and chose not to campaign in 
them. As the convention neared, frontrunner 
Barack Obama agreed to restore full voting 

rights to promote party unity. However, the 
problem remains—How can parties prevent 
frontloading in future elections?

Learning Styles 
Auditory/Verbal Learning

Have students brainstorm expres-
sions that can be used to describe 
candidates at different stages of the 

race, such as “leader of the pack.” As stu-
dents share an idea, invite them to write it 
on a large poster of such expressions. Then 
have students give a short “play-by-play” 
radio broadcast of a presidential race, using 
their expressions.
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On the last two days of the convention, delegates choose the 
party’s vice-presidential and presidential candidates. Delegates first 
choose the vice presidential candidate. The nominee then gives 
an acceptance speech meant to get the party ready for the next big 
event: The vote for the presidential candidate. As the convention 
chairperson calls the states in alphabetical order, each state 
announces its choice. Each complete roll call of states is called a 
ballot. Usually a candidate wins the party’s nomination on the first 
ballot. If no candidate receives a majority of votes on the first ballot, 
the chairperson calls for a second ballot. 

All of the excitement at the convention leads up to the presidential 
candidate’s acceptance speech. This speech, and the convention 
that precedes it, are meant to inspire voters and win support for 
the party. The convention ends and the party’s general election 
campaign is launched.

  What is the keynote address?

Reading Strategy
Visualizing

 How does the illustration 
on these pages help you better 
understand the race for the 
presidency?

National Conventions Debates Election Day

August–September of the 
Election Year Delegates to 
each party’s convention adopt 
the party platform, nominate their 
party’s presidential candidate, 
and ratify his or her choice of 
vice-presidential running mate.

September–November of 
the Election Year Following 
the conventions, each candidate 
focuses on his or her opponent. 
Debates provide opportunities 
to compare and contrast each 
candidate’s qualifications and 
plans for the future.

November on the Tuesday after the first 
Monday in November, the voters cast their 
ballots and the president-elect is determined.

er on the Tuesday after the first

MAGRUDER’SGOVERNMENT ONLINE
For an interactive exploration of 
the steps involved in the race to 
the presidency, visit
PearsonSuccessNet.com

INTERACTIVE
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Section Assessment Answers
1. The nomination process assures strong can-
didates by putting contenders through many 
tests along the way. The candidates who sur-
vive these tests will likely have broad appeal 
and a high degree of electability.

2. A caucus is a closed meeting of members of 
a political party who gather to select delegates 
to the national convention.

3. Students may respond with any one of the 
following goals: naming a party’s candidates, 
promoting party unity, and adopting the party 
platform.

4. A platform is a political party’s formal state-
ment of basic principles, stands on major 
issues, and objectives.

5. On “Super Tuesday” 16 states hold their 
presidential primaries.

6. Candidates spend a lot of time and money in 
early states. Some late primary voters feel their 
votes are unimportant because early states 
have already decided the nominee.

7. Sample answer: I would like a presidential 
candidate to hold an advanced degree and to 
have graduated near the top of his or her col-
lege class.

Ask:
By what means have candidates from smaller • 
states managed to win presidential nominations 
in recent years? (television and the Internet)

Three things made the 2008 election historic. • 
What are three words that describe them? 
(Possible answers: woman, race, age)

Assess and Remediate
Have students complete the review activities in 
the digital lesson presentation and continue their 
work in the Essential Questions Journal.

If your students 

have trouble with Strategies for remediation

Judging the 
American 
nominating system 
(Question 1) 

Brainstorm with students the 
advantages and disadvantages of 
the nominating system. 

Understanding a 
caucus (Question 2) 

Outline the subsection titled “What 
is a caucus?” 

Describing the 
importance of early 
primaries 
(Questions 5, 6) 

Work with students to create a list 
of reasons why a state might prefer 
an early primary. 

Listing the main 
goals of the 
national 
conventions 
(Question 3)

Have students review the content 
under the heading ”How is the 
presidential candidate chosen at the 
national convention?”

Explaining the 
characteristics that 
a good candidate 
should have 
(Question 7)

Remind students of the list of roles 
they created in Section 1 and have 
them explain how each role is 
related to a qualification.

Learning Styles 
Logical/Mathematical Learning

Invite students to participate in creat-
ing a class timeline: Election History-
Making Moments. Starting with 

information on this page, have volunteers 
write the event on a half sheet of construc-
tion paper, with the date in bold letters above 
it. While the rest of the class locates more 
events, have a small group of students collect 
and organize the events in chronological 
order and create a large title for the timeline. 
When they have collected many events, stu-
dents can add them to the timeline.
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Essential Questions
Journal

Go to your Essential Questions 
Journal to work on this chapter’s 
Essential Question.SECTION 4 ASSESSMENT

 1. Guiding Question Use your completed chart  
to answer this question: Does the nominating 
system allow Americans to choose the best 
candidates for President?

Key Terms and Comprehension
On a sheet of paper, write the answer to each 
question. Use complete sentences. 

 2. What is a caucus?

 3. What is one of the goals of the national 
convention?

 4. What is a platform?

 5. What happens on “Super Tuesday”?

Critical Thinking

 6. Draw Conclusions Why do you think there is 
such a desire for a state to hold its primary as 
early as possible?

 7. Demonstrate Reasoned Judgment What 
characteristics would you like to see in a 
presidential candidate? Explain. 

Who is nominated for President?
A President who has only served one term usually runs for a 
second term. In this case the nomination is easy for the party in 
power. When a President is not eligible to run again, as in the 2008 
election, many people may try for the nomination. Usually only two 
or three become serious candidates at convention time. 

The candidate nominated by a party is usually someone who the 
party believes can win. This person has usually held other elective 
office and has won elections in the past. The person is often well 
known, with a good public record free of controversy. Governors 
of larger states are often chosen. In the past, candidates were 
usually from the more populated states. Television and the Internet 
have allowed several personalities from smaller states to win 
nominations in recent years, however.

In 2008, Senator Hillary Clinton of New York became the 
first woman to be seriously considered for nomination as the 
Democratic Party’s presidential candidate. She competed against 
the Democratic Party’s chosen candidate, Barack Obama, who was 
born to a white mother from Kansas and an African father from 
Kenya.  When he was elected, the racial barrier to the presidency 
was broken. The Republicans also broke a historical record.  John 
McCain, at 72, was the oldest candidate ever to run for President.
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Get Started

Lesson Goals

Students will describe the roles of voters and • 
the electoral college in electing the President.
Students will consider several flaws in the • 
electoral college.
Students will evaluate the different proposals • 
to reform the electoral college.

Bellringer

Display Transparency 13F, which shows a quo-
tation supporting direct election of the 
President. Write the following definitions on 
the board:
thwarts—prevents from happening
distorts—causes to work in a twisted way
bipartisan—involving both political parties
Have students answer the question in their 
notebooks. 

Guiding Question
Does the election process serve the goals of American 
democracy today?

Electoral College

Defects Significance

Winner-take-all system• 

Electors not required to • 

vote in accordance with 

popular vote 

House may have to decide • 

election

Winner of the popular vote • 

not guaranteed presidency 

Electors who break their • 

pledge could influence 

outcome  

Small states have equal • 

weight with large states

State loses vote if no • 

candidate decided on 

Third-party candidate • 

could prevent decision

Vocabulary
battleground state
direct popular 

election
district plan

national popular vote 
plan

proportional plan
swing voter

Have students look up the definitions in the 
Glossary and write a sentence for each term.

Analyze Political Cartoons
To practice analyzing political cartoons, use the 
Chapter 13 adapted Skill Activity (Unit 4 All-in-
One, p. 51). You may teach the skill explicitly 
before or after discussing the electoral college. 

Introduce the Section

Chapter 13 Section 5
Overview In this section, students will 

learn about the role of the electoral 
college in electing a President, the flaws 
in that system, and proposed reforms.

Student Pages  pp. 331–335

Teacher’s Resource Library 
Reading Comprehension
Section 5 Quiz B

Skills DevelopmentChapter 13 • Section 5  331

Objectives: 
Describe the features of the  ■

presidential campaign.
Explain how the electoral  ■

college works.
Identify the problems with the  ■

electoral college system.
Outline the advantages and  ■

disadvantages of proposed 
reforms of the electoral college.

Guiding Question
Does the election process 
serve the goals of American 
democracy today? Use a table 
like the one below to keep track of 
the main ideas about the election 
process.

The Presidential 
Election

▲  Young volunteers encourage voter 
participation.

In America, a presidential election is held every four years. Wars 
and other crises have never prevented an election. This remarkable 
fact is not true in any other country in the world.

In this section, you will read about running a presidential campaign 
and how the electoral college works.   

What is a presidential campaign?
The presidential campaign is an all-out effort to win the election. 
The candidate must convince the voters that he or she will be the 
best President. Voters learn about the candidate on television, the 
radio, the Internet and in newspapers and magazines. Candidates 
travel to many states and attend rallies and parties in an attempt to 
become well known. 

At the start of the campaign, about one third of voters have not yet 
decided which candidate they will support. These swing voters 
attract much attention as each candidate tries to swing them to 
their side.  Presidential candidates are also interested in the states 
that are too close to call. These states are called the battleground 
states. Any major candidate could win these states.

Presidential debates are now very important factors in deciding a 
campaign. In 1960, Vice President Richard Nixon and Democrat 
John F. Kennedy held the first televised debate. Kennedy performed 
well and went on to win the election. Since then, debates have taken 
place in every campaign.

  What is a battleground state?

SECTION 5

▲ Y l t t

Electoral College

Defects Significance

Winner-take-all  ■

system

  ■

  ■

Winner of the  ■

popular vote 
not guaranteed 
presidency

  ■

  ■
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Teach
Invite several students to share their Bellringer 
activity responses. Hold a secret ballot to vote for 
direct election or the electoral college system. 
Explain that this section will describe some strat-
egies in presidential campaigning and help stu-
dents better understand the electoral college and 
proposed reforms. Tell them that their generation 
may be the one to change the current system. With 
the easy exchange of ideas possible via the Internet, 
they themselves could influence this change.
To present this topic using online 
resources, use the lesson presentation 
at PearsonSuccessNet.com.

Ask: 
What is unique quality of American elections • 
that is not found anywhere else in the world? 
(Wars and other crises have never prevented 

an election.)

What fraction of voters have not chosen a • 
candidate to support at the start of a cam-
paign? (one-third)

a state in which any major candidate could win 

and the outcome is too close to call

Ask: 
For whom are citizens voting in a presidential • 
election? (presidential electors)

What happens to the signed and sealed elec-• 
toral ballots? (They are sent to the President 

of the Senate in Washington and opened and 

counted before a joint session of Congress in 

early January.)

Reading Strategy
Visualizing

Students should note that there are three para-
graphs in the subsection. Explain that in text-
books, each main point gets its own paragraph. 
Have students watch for another visualization 
clue in the next subsection. (highlighted terms 

for each of the four reforms)

Reading Comprehension, pp. 46–47

Learning Styles 
Body/Kinesthetic Learning

Have students stand in groups as fol-
lows: one group of seven, two of five, 
and the rest in groups of three. Shuffle 

an equal number of cards of two colors. Give a 
card to each student. Explain that each group 
represents a state, and each person is an elec-
tor. The card colors represent popular votes 
for presidential candidates. Have states deter-
mine the color for which all their electoral 
votes will be cast. Tally the votes. Discuss the 
effects of winner-take-all voting. 46

Copyright © by Pearson Education, Inc., or its affiliates. All rights reserved.

CHAPTER

13
SECTION 1

Name ___________________________ Class _____________________ Date _______

READING COMPREHENSION

The Presidential Election 2

CHAPTER

13
SECTION 5

 1.  Explain the importance of swing voters and battleground states 

to a presidential campaign.

  a. swing voters: __________________________________________________

  ________________________________________________________________

  ________________________________________________________________

  b. battleground states: ____________________________________________

  ________________________________________________________________

  ________________________________________________________________

 2.  Compare the Framers’ plan for how electors should vote for the 

President with the way electors vote today.

  ________________________________________________________________

  ________________________________________________________________

  ________________________________________________________________

  ________________________________________________________________

  ________________________________________________________________

 3.  How are electors chosen in each state?

  ________________________________________________________________

  ________________________________________________________________

  ________________________________________________________________

 4. Describe the three flaws in the electoral college system.

  a. ______________________________________________________________

  ________________________________________________________________

  b. ______________________________________________________________

  ________________________________________________________________

  c. ______________________________________________________________

  ________________________________________________________________
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When people vote in the presidential election, they are really 
voting for presidential electors. According to the Constitution, 
the electoral college elects the President. Each state has as many 
electors as it has members of Congress. The Framers expected 
the electors to choose whichever candidate they believed most 
qualified. Today, however, that does not happen. Instead, the 
electors are expected to vote for their party’s candidates for 
President and Vice President. 

Electors are chosen by popular vote in each state. They are chosen on 
a winner-take-all basis. The presidential candidate who receives the 
largest number of popular votes wins all of that state’s electoral votes.

Voters usually know which candidate has won a majority of electoral 
votes by midnight of election day. But it is not until the electors 
from each state meet the Monday after the second Wednesday 
in December that the formal election of the President and Vice 
President actually takes place. On that date, the electors cast their 
votes and the signed and sealed ballots are sent to the President of 
the Senate in Washington, D.C. In early January, the sealed votes 
are opened and counted before a joint session of Congress. The 
President and Vice President are then declared elected.

If no candidate wins a majority of electoral votes (270 out of 538), 
the election is decided in the House of Representatives. Each state 
has one vote and it takes a majority of 26 to elect. If the House fails 
to choose a President by January 20, the 20th Amendment says that 
the Vice President shall act as President until a decision is made. 

What are the flaws in the electoral college?
There are three major flaws, or defects, in the electoral college 
system. First, there is always the danger that the winner of the 
popular vote will not win the presidency. This has happened four 
times, most recently in 2000. The winner-take-all factor means 
that any votes won by the loser of the popular vote are not reflected 
in the electoral vote. For example, in 2008, Barack Obama won 
only 51 percent of the popular vote in Ohio. Still, he won all of 
Ohio’s 20 electoral votes, even though 2.5 million Ohioans voted 
for John McCain. See Figure 13.6 on page 334.

The second flaw is that the Constitution does not require the 
electors to vote for the candidate who wins the popular vote. 
Electors do not usually refuse to vote for their party’s presidential 
nominee. It has happened only eleven times. In none of these 
contests did this action change the outcome of the election.

Swing voter
Those voters who have not yet 
decided which candidate they 
will support at the start of the 
campaign and who are open to 
persuasion by either side

Battleground states
States in which any major 
candidate could win and the 
outcome is too close to call

Reading Strategy
Visualizing

 What clues on this page 
help you visualize the number of 
flaws in the electoral college?
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the winner of the popular vote may not win the 

presidency, the electors are not required to vote 

in accordance with the popular vote, and any 

election might need to be decided by the House

Ask: 
Which plan would do away with the electoral • 
college completely? (direct popular election)

What are the drawbacks to direct popular • 
election? (small states would lose their advan-

tage in the electoral college; it could weaken 

the federal system by taking away the states’ 

role in the selection of a President; candidates 

may be stretched too thin if they must cam-

paign in every state; voter fraud could result)

a proposal by which each presidential candidate 

would receive the same share of a state’s elec-

toral vote as he or she received in the state’s 

popular vote

ELL/ESL Strategy 
Language Objective: 
To practice explaining content to 

increase comprehension

Provide each student with a 
copy of the subsection, “What are the flaws 
in the electoral college?” Arrange students in 
groups of three or four, including at least one 
native English speaker in each group. Have 
each group review each paragraph together 
and highlight the statement that best states 
each flaw. Next, have group members take 
turns explaining the flaws to one another.

Learning Styles 
Visual/Spatial Learning

Ask students to review the third flaw 
of the electoral college system and 
form a mental picture to illustrate it. 

Have them sketch or provide specs for a 
political cartoon that illustrates this draw-
back. When students have finished, invite 
those with specs to explain their idea orally, 
and invite others to display their sketches.

Learning Styles 
Auditory/Verbal Learning

Some students may benefit from 
explaining the proposed reforms in 
their own words and listening to oth-

ers’ explanations. Organize students in 
groups of two or three. Have them take 
turns explaining each reform aloud to one 
another. Encourage listeners to ask ques-
tions when their partner finishes.
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Third, if neither candidate wins a majority in the electoral 
college, the election would have to be decided in the House of 
Representatives. This is a problem because each state would then 
have one vote. States with smaller populations would count as much 
as larger states. Plus, if a state could not decide on a candidate, it 
would lose its vote. Finally, if a strong third party candidate were 
involved in an election, it is possible that the House could not make 
a decision by Inauguration Day.

  What are the three flaws with the electoral college?

What reforms have been proposed?
Through the years, several plans have been suggested to reform, 
or fix, the electoral college. Under the first, the district plan, two 
electors would be chosen from each state. They would be required 
to vote in line with their state’s popular vote. Other electors for 
each state would come from that state’s congressional districts. 
These electors would cast their votes to match the popular vote in 
their districts.

Under the proportional plan, each candidate would get a share of 
the electoral vote. This share would equal his or her share of the 
popular vote. Neither of these two plans would require a change to 
the Constitution. But neither plan would ensure that the winner of 
the popular vote would become President.

The direct popular election would do away with the electoral 
college. Each vote in the nation would count equally. The winner 
would always be the majority choice.

Many Americans favor this plan but obstacles stand in its way. For 
one, the small states do not like this change because they would 
lose their advantage in the electoral college. Other people feel it 
would weaken the federal system by taking away the states’ role in 
the choice of President. Still other critics feel that candidates would 
be stretched too thin as they tried to campaign in every state. Voter 
fraud could also be a factor in a direct popular election. 

  What is the proportional plan?

District plan
Proposal for choosing presidential 
electors by which two electors 
would be selected in each state 
according to the statewide popular 
vote and the other electors would 
be selected separately in each of 
the state’s congressional districts

Proportional plan
Proposal by which each 
presidential candidate would 
receive the same share of a 
state’s electoral vote as he 
or she received in the state’s 
popular vote

Direct popular election
Proposal to do away with the 
electoral college and allow 
the people to vote directly for 
President and Vice President
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Ask: 
Why do you think the national popular vote • 

plan has gotten national attention? (It answers 

all major objections about the electoral college 

and does not require amending the 

Constitution.)

What are three strengths of the electoral col-• 

lege? (It is a known process, it identifies the 

President quickly and certainly, and it helps 

promote the nation’s two-party system.)

Reading Strategy
Visualizing

Students should notice that the map gives a 

clear visual representation of what is meant by 

the winner-take-all factor.

Understanding Figure 13.7

Ask: What information does the map give?
(which candidate won the majority of electoral 
votes in each state in the 2008 presidential election)
How could the map be changed to provide 
even more information? (Possible answers: 
change state sizes to represent the number of vot-
ers; show the number of electoral votes in each 
state; show the percentage of the population of 
each state that voted for each candidate) What is 
the purpose of the pie charts? (They show that 
the winner-take-all system resulted in an electoral 
vote that does not match the popular vote results.)
Interpreting Maps Although McCain won nearly 

50 percent of the popular vote, he only won 

about one third of the electoral vote, which 

would not have been the case had the winner-

take-all factor not been in place.

Learning Styles 
Body/Kinesthetic Learning

Divide the class into four large 
groups. Assign each group one of the 
plans for reforming the electoral col-

lege system. Each group will create a nar-
rated skit, demonstrating what the election 
process would be like under their plan.  As 
students prepare, make sure part of their 
skits involves individuals commenting on 
the advantages and flaws of their system. 
Allow time for all groups to present their 
skits. Close by discussing: Do the electoral 
college system’s strengths outweigh its 
drawbacks? (Answers will vary.)

Learning Styles 
Visual/Spatial Learning

Invite students to conduct research 
to view the results of the 2008 presi-
dential election results represented 

in new ways. Some maps distort the relative 
size of each state to show its effect on the 
election. Another varies light intensity to 
express voting results. Suggest that students 
use the key words 2008 election cartograms. 
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The proposed national popular vote plan is a fairly new plan that 
would not call for a change in the Constitution. This plan calls for 
the states to amend their election laws. The new state laws would 
provide that all of a state’s electoral votes are to be awarded to the 
winner of the national popular vote. This change has been passed in 
four states to date: Hawaii, Illinois, Maryland, and New Jersey. The 
plan has gotten national attention and has been considered by at 
least 20 states. This new plan answers all the major objections about 
the electoral college without a need to amend the Constitution.  

What are the benefits of the electoral college?
Some people do defend the electoral college system. They say critics 
often exaggerate the dangers of the system. Only two elections have 
been sent to the House and none in the last 180 years. Another 
point defenders of the system make is that the winner of the 
popular vote has lost the election only four times in 56 presidential 
elections. Defenders of the electoral college list these three 
strengths: the electoral college is a known process, it identifies the 
President quickly and certainly, and it helps promote the nation’s 
two-party system.

National popular vote plan
Proposal for electing the President 
whereby each state’s election laws 
would provide for all of the state’s 
electoral vote and enter into an 
interstate compact agreeing to 
elect the President by national 
popular vote

Reading Strategy
Visualizing

 How does the map on this 
page help you better understand 
what you are reading?

▼ Interpreting Maps Although John McCain won 46 percent of the 
popular vote in the 2008 election, he received only 32 percent of the 
electoral vote. How do these results illustrate the signifi cance of the 
winner-take-all factor in state contests?

The 2008 Presidential Election

McCain vs Obama

2008 Presidential Election: 
Obama (D) vs. McCain (R)

68%

53%46%

32%

ELECTORAL VOTE

POPULAR VOTE
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MAGRUDER’S
Online Update

GOVERNMENT ONLINE
Update

To learn more about the results of 
recent elections, visit
PearsonSuccessNet.com

Fig. 13.7
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Government in Your Life

Provide a copy of this feature to each student. As 
you read it aloud, have them highlight each cam-
paign technique. Invite volunteers to demon-
strate a candidate or spokesperson using each 
technique.  When they have finished, ask: To 
avoid being misled as voters, what should we 
do? (Focus on facts such as experience and stands 
on major issues.)

Assess and Remediate
Have students complete the review activities in 
the digital lesson presentation and continue their 
work in the Essential Questions Journal.

If your students 

have trouble with Strategies for remediation

Judging the 
effectiveness of the 
election process 
(Questions  1, 4, 5) 

Brainstorm the advantages and 
disadvantages of the current 
electoral system.

Understanding the 
focus of candidates 
in swing and 
battleground states 
(Questions 2, 3) 

Discuss the importance of each 
electoral college vote.  

Evaluating the 
options for 
reforming the 
electoral college 
(Questions 6, 7) 

Have students outline the 
information under “What reforms 
have been proposed?”

Learning Styles 
Interpersonal/Group Learning

Display photographs of highway bill-
boards to familiarize students with 
this form of advertising. Remind 

them that these images work best when they 
are not complex. Tell students that they will 
be designing a billboard using one of the 
propaganda techniques discussed in the fea-
ture. Organize students into three groups 
and assign one of the four propaganda tech-
niques to each. Have groups discuss the con-
tent and plan how their billboards will look. 
Distribute large paper and make markers 
available. Display finished work for all to 
enjoy. Close with a discussion about positive 
and negative campaigning.

Section Assessment Answers
1. Possible answer: The process does not serve 
the goals of democracy because the winner of 
the popular vote may not win the presidency. 
The electoral college should be abolished and 
replaced with direct popular election. Although 
the states may lose their role in the process, this 
is not a significant drawback because the elec-
tion is a federal one.

2. A swing voter is someone who has not yet 
decided which candidate he or she will support 
and is open to persuasion by either side.

3. A battleground state is a state in which the 
outcome is too close to call.

4. Any of the following: the winner of the popu-
lar vote may not win the presidency; Constitution 

does not require electors to vote for the candi-
date who wins the popular vote; election may 
need to be decided in the House.

5. Any of the following: critics exaggerate the 
dangers of the system; only two elections have 
been sent to the House and none in 180 years; 
the winner of the popular vote has lost the elec-
tion only four times in American history.

6. The district plan, the proportional plan,
direct popular election, and the national
popular vote plan.

7. Sample answer: The national popular vote 
plan is most democratic because all of a state’s 
electoral votes would be awarded to the winner 
of the national popular vote.
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Essential Questions
Journal

Go to your Essential Questions 
Journal to work on this chapter’s 
Essential Question.

 1. Guiding Question Use your table to answer this 
question: Does the election process serve the 
goals of American democracy today?

Key Terms and Comprehension
On a sheet of paper, write the answer to each 
question. Use complete sentences. 

 2. What is a swing voter?

 3. What is a battleground state?

 4. What is one flaw in the electoral college? 

 5. What is one defense of the electoral college?

Critical Thinking

 6. Summarize What four options are suggested 
as alternatives to the electoral college?

 7. Demonstrate Reasoned Judgment Which of 
the four options to reform or replace 
the electoral college do you feel is most 
democratic? Explain.

SECTION 5 ASSESSMENT

During a political campaign, candidates use the media to convince 
citizens to vote for them. They present their beliefs and ideas as 
the best answer to the country’s problems. They also attack other 
candidates’ views. 

A “get on the bandwagon” approach tries to convince you 
that everyone else will vote for the candidate, so you should 
too. Name-calling happens when a candidate attacks another 
candidate with names, such as unpatriotic or fiscally irresponsible. 
This promotes fear of what would happen if the other candidate 
gets elected. Card stacking is when a candidate presents only the 
facts that support his or her point of view.

The plain folks approach is used by candidates who are trying to 
convince voters that they are just ordinary people. Candidates 
dress in working clothes and are seen visiting farms, talking with 
people, and holding babies.

Misleading messages such as these appeal to people’s emotions 
rather than their reason. It is best, instead, to focus on facts 
such as experience and stands on the major issues when casting 
a ballot.

Political Campaigns and Propaganda

Government in 
Your Life
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Quick Study Guide
Assessment at a Glance

Tests and Quizzes
Section Assessments
Section Quizzes B, Unit 4 All-in-One
Chapter Assessment
Chapter Test B, Unit 4 All-in-One
Document-Based Assessment
Progress Monitoring Online
ExamView Test Bank
Performance Assessment
Essential Questions Journal
Assessment Rubrics, All-in-One

Using the Chapter Summary

Have students read the Chapter Summary on 
page 336 to review the main ideas presented in 
Chapter 13.
Section 1

How many roles does the President fill at the • 
same time? (eight)

What is the maximum number of terms to • 
which a President can be elected? (two)

Section 2

What does the 25th Amendment say about • 
succession of the President? (that the Vice 

President will succeed to the presidency if the 

President cannot serve)

How does the Presidential Succession Act of • 
1947 address succession? (It fixes the order 

of succession following the Vice President.)

Section 3

How was the President to be elected in the • 
Framers’ plan? (He or she was to be selected 

by electors chosen in each state.)

Which amendment separated the presidential • 
and vice-presidential elections? (the 12th 

Amendment)

Section 4

At what event do Democrats and Republicans • 
name their candidates for President and Vice 
President? (at national conventions)

Section 5

In an election, how are electoral college votes • 
awarded to a candidate in each state? (The 

presidential candidate who wins the largest 

number of popular votes wins all of that state’s 

electoral votes.)

What is one flaw in the electoral college? • (Any 

of the following: the winner of the popular vote 

may not win the presidency; the Constitution 

does not require the electors to vote for the 

candidate who wins the popular vote; the 

election may have to be decided in the House 

of Representatives)

Study Tips
Create Graphic Organizers

To review for a test, divide the class into groups 
of three to five students. Give each group a large 
piece of paper with a topic written at the top and 
a set period of time to create a graphic organizer 
related to the topic, such as a web diagram, a 
Venn diagram, a table, or a flowchart. Then ask 
students to pass their paper to the next group, 
which must expand the organizer. Continue 
until each group has worked on each topic. If 
the class is large, two organizers can be prepared 
for each topic and later compared. Post the com-
pleted organizers around the classroom.
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CHAPTER

Chapter Summary

CHAPTER 13

Essential Question
Does the current electoral process result in the best 

candidates for President?

Guiding Question
Section 5 Does the 
election process serve 
the goals of American 
democracy today?

Guiding Question
Section 1 What are the 
roles and qualifications 
of the office of the 
President?

Section 1—The President’s Job 
Description

The President fills eight different roles at the  ■

same time. 

There are three formal qualifications for President. ■

The President may be elected to a maximum of  ■

two full terms.

Section 2—Presidential Succession and 
the Vice Presidency

The 25th Amendment says that the Vice  ■

President succeeds to the presidency if the 
President cannot serve.

The Presidential Succession Act of 1947 fixes the  ■

order of succession following the Vice President.

The Vice President has two formal duties. ■

Section 3—Presidential Selection: 
The Framers’ Plan

In the Framers’ plan, the President would be  ■

selected by electors chosen in each state.

The rise of political parties and the election  ■

of 1800 caused the breakdown of the system 
devised by the Framers.

The 12th Amendment was added to the  ■

Constitution to separate the presidential and 
vice-presidential elections.

 Section 4—Presidential Nominations
By 1832, both major political parties used  ■

national conventions to nominate candidates.

At their national conventions, the Democrats  ■

and Republicans name their candidates for 
President and Vice President.

Presidential candidates usually have a strong  ■

public record. 

Section 5—The Presidential Election
The presidential candidate who wins the largest  ■

number of popular votes in each state wins all 
of that state’s electoral votes. 

Among other flaws in the electoral college, it is  ■

possible that the winner of the popular vote will 
not win the presidency.

Over the years, several plans have been  ■

proposed to reform the electoral college, but 
defenders say it is a known process that quickly 
defines the President-to-be.

Guiding Question
Section 4 Does the 
nominating system allow 
Americans to choose the best 
candidates for President?

Guiding Question
Section 2 What occurs 
when the President is 
unable to perform the 
duties of the office?

Guiding Question
Section 3 How did the 
process of choosing 
a President change 
over time?
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Skill Activity, p. 51

Document-Based Assessment
In 1787, the Framers agreed to the idea of a Vice 
President, but the very next day, they voted to 
leave it to Congress to decide who would suc-
ceed the President. In 1792, the Presidential 
Succession Act added a third and fourth person 
in line to succeed the President. The lineup was 
revised in 1886 and again in 1947.
During our history, when a President fell ill or 
died, power was not transferred to the Vice 
President, and the wording of the Constitution 
remained unclear about how to do it. In 1881, 
President Garfield was shot. He remained alive 
for many weeks. And with no procedure to fol-
low, Vice President Arthur did not become 
Acting President, so the nation’s business waited 
until Garfield’s death. Though the 1953 
Eisenhower/Nixon Agreement was also used by 
Presidents Kennedy and Johnson, Kennedy’s 
1963 assassination put three ill or elderly men in 
line for succession. Spurred by this crisis, the 
25th Amendment was ratified in 1967.
Tell students that they will learn how the 1953 
Eisenhower/NixonAgreement attempted to close 
the loopholes in the Constitution. Have volun-
teers read the feature aloud. Pause and have a 
volunteer summarize each paragraph as it is 
read. Answer the questions below the feature. 
Ask: Why is it better to have presidential suc-
cession spelled out in the Constitution, rather 
than leaving this matter to Congress to decide? 
(Possible answers: It takes time for Congress to 
decide such things. Congress may not even be in 
session when such an event occurs.)

Answers to Document-Based Questions
 1. The Vice President serves if the President is 

unable to do so.

 2. This agreement produced the 3rd and 4th 
Sections of the 25th Amendment.

 3. If the President is unable to serve, he or she 
would inform the Vice President, if possible. 
If the President is unable to do so, the Vice 
President would decide the matter.

 4. The President determines when his or her 
inability has ended.

 5. Possible response: inform the Vice President, 
serve as Acting President, until the inability 
had ended, prevent President from communi-
cating, Vice President . . . would decide, 
President . . . would determine when inability 
had ended, resume . . . powers and duties of 
the Office.

51
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Name ___________________________ Class _____________________ Date _______

Cartoonists frequently communicate their opinions on political 

issues through their art. Often the cartoonist is trying to influence 

public opinion. Political cartoons may express an opinion about 

political leaders, government policies, or economic and political 

issues. Look closely at the cartoon below. Then, on a separate sheet 

of paper, answer the questions that follow.

SKILL ACTIVITY

Analyze Political Cartoons 2

CHAPTER

13
SECTION 5

 1.  Identify the Symbols in the 
Cartoon (a) The person in the 
tall hat is Uncle Sam. What does 
Uncle Sam represent? (b) Uncle 
Sam is pushing a machine. What 
does the machine represent?

 2.  Analyze the Meaning of the 
Cartoon Uncle Sam can make 
one of two choices. (a) Describe 
the two choices Uncle Sam can 
make. (b) Is either choice better 
than the other? Explain.

 3.  Draw Conclusions Look closely 
at the drawing of the “electoral 
college” machine. (a) Describe 
the electoral college machine. 
(b) What message does the image 
of the machine communicate? 
(c) What does the cartoonist seem 
to recommend for the future of 
the electoral college?

Apply the Skill
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Document-Based Assessment 13
CHAPTER

Document-Based Assessment

SOURCE: http://www.amendment25.com/eisenhowernixon.html

The Eisenhower/Nixon Agreement (1953)
In 1953, President Dwight Eisenhower and Vice 

President Richard Nixon signed an agreement dealing 

with presidential succession. Later, President John F. 

Kennedy and Vice President Lyndon Johnson did the 

same. This agreement was the forerunner of the 3rd and 

4th Sections of the 25th Amendment of the Constitution.

Document-Based Questions

 1. Who serves as President if the 
President is unable to serve?  

 2. Which sections of the 25th Amendment 
did this agreement produce? 

 3. If the President should become unable 
to serve, who would first inform the 
Vice President?

 4. Who determines when the President’s 
inability has ended? 

 5. Visualize Think about a situation 
in which the President became 
unable to serve. What words in this 
agreement help you visualize what 
would happen next?

The President and the Vice President have agreed 
that the following procedures are in accord 
[agree with] with the purposes and provisions of 
Article 2, Section 1 of the Constitution, dealing 
with presidential inability.  They believe that 
these procedures, which are intended to apply 
to themselves only are in no sense outside or 
contrary to the Constitution but are consistent 
with its present provisions and implement its 
clear intent.

(1) In the event of inability the President would— 
if possible—so inform the Vice President, and the 
Vice President would serve as Acting President 
exercising the powers and duties of the office 

until the inability had ended.

(2) In the event of an inability which would 
prevent the President from so communicating 
with the Vice President, the Vice President, after 
such consultation as seems to him appropriate 
under the circumstances, would decide upon the 
devolution of the powers and duties of the Office 
and would serve as Acting President until the 
inability had ended.

(3) The President, in either event, would 
determine when the inability had ended and at 
that time would resume the full exercise of the 
powers and duties of the Office.

Document at a Glance
Agreement on presidential succession ■

Eisenhower and Nixon ■

Precursor to 25th Amendment  ■
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Quizzes, pp. 20, 26, 31, 43, 53

Chapter 13 Assessment
Section 1—The President’s Job Description

 1. Two of the President’s eight roles include 
any two of the following: chief of state, chief 
executive, chief administrator, chief diplo-
mat, commander in chief, chief legislator, 
party chief, and chief citizen.

 2. The formal qualifications for the presidency 
are that the President must be a natural 
born American citizen, be at least 35 years 
old, and have been a resident of the United 
States for at least 14 years.

 3. The President may serve two full terms.

 4. Sample answer: Chief of state is the most 
important role of the President because it is 
the head of the government and the symbol 
of all the people.

Section 2—Presidential Succession and the 

Vice Presidency

 5. The Vice President’s two formal duties are 
to preside over the Senate and to help 
decide if the President is disabled.

 6. If the President becomes disabled, the Vice 
President becomes the Acting President.

 7. Sample answer: The Vice Presidents duties 
have changed over time because many 
recent Vice President’s have had substantial 
experience.

Section 3—Presidential Selection:

The Framers’ Plan

 8. A presidential elector is a person elected 
by the voters to represent them in making 
a formal selection of the Vice President 
and President.

 9. The Framers’ original plan for the selection 
of President was that the President would 
be chosen by a special body of presidential 
electors, chosen by each state.

 10. In the election of 1800, the electoral college 
produced a tie for the presidency. After the 
election, the 12th Amendment was created 
to separate the presidential and vice-presi-
dential elections.

Section 4—Presidential Nominations

 11. A presidential primary is an election in which 
a party’s voters choose the delegates to 
their national convention and/or vote for 
their party’s presidential candidate.

 12. The purpose of a national convention is to 
name the party’s presidential and vice presi-
dential candidates, to promote party unity, 
and to adopt the party’s platform.

 13. As the race progresses, the number 
decreases because of lack of funds and/or 
because a candidate is not doing well in the 
primaries or caucuses.

20
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CHAPTER

13
SECTION 1

Name ___________________________ Class _____________________ Date _______

A. Key Terms
Directions: Match the descriptions in Column I with the terms in Column II.

Column I Column II

_____  1. the President as lawmaker

_____  2. the President as head of the armed forces

_____  3. the President as architect of U.S. foreign 

policy

_____  4. the President as a representative of all the 

people

_____  5. the President as political party leader 

_____  6. the President as ceremonial head of the U.S.

B. Main Ideas
Directions: Write the letter of the correct answer in the blank provided.

_____  7. When a President fails in one of his roles, what can it lead to?

a. support from the press c. failure in another role

b. the addition of a new role d. one less role to fill

_____  8. The President must be which of the following to qualify for office?

a. no older than 65 c. a natural born U.S. citizen

b. a general in the military d. a U.S. senator

_____  9. What did supporters of the 22nd Amendment want to accomplish?

a. allow a President to run for unlimited terms

b. keep a President from getting too much power

c. put a cap on the President’s salary

d. ensure a President is at least 35 years old

_____ 10. Which of the following is among the benefits provided to a 

President?

a. payments from government contractors

b. expensive gifts from foreign ministers

c. oil money from federal lands

d. a large expense account to spend as he or she likes

QUIZ B

The President’s Job Description 2

CHAPTER

13
SECTION 1

a. chief citizen

b. chief diplomat 

c. chief legislator

d. chief of party

e. chief of state

f. commander in 

chief

0020_mag09_Ch13s1_QB.indd   20 5/4/09   10:18:52 PM

USGovt09_Ch13.indd   339 4/22/09   12:01:30 PM

338  Assessment

Chapter Assessment13
CHAPTER

MAGRUDER’S
Online Update

GOVERNMENT ONLINE
Self-Test

To test your understanding of 
key terms and main ideas, visit 
PearsonSuccessNet.com

Directions:  On a sheet of paper, write the answer to each 
question. Use complete sentences.

Section 1—The President’s Job Description
 1. What are two of the President’s eight roles?

 2. What are the formal qualifications for the presidency? 

 3. How many full terms may a President serve? 

 4. Critical Thinking Which presidential role do you think is 
the most important? Explain. 

Section 2—Presidential Succession and the
Vice Presidency
 5. What are the Vice President’s two formal duties?

 6. What happens if the President becomes disabled? 

 7. Critical Thinking Why do you think the Vice President’s 
duties have changed over time? 

Section 3—Presidential Selection: The Framers’ Plan
 8. What is a presidential elector?  

 9. What was the Framers’ original plan for the selection of the 
President? 

 10. Critical Thinking How did the election of 1800 change the 
method of selecting a President? 

Section 4—Presidential Nominations
 11. What is a presidential primary?

 12. What is the purpose of a national convention?

 13. Critical Thinking As the presidential race progresses, what 
happens to the number of presidential candidates? Why?
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Chapter Test B, pp. 57–60

Section 5—The Presidential Election

 14. Each state has as many electors as it has 
members of Congress.

 15. Students may answer any one of the follow-
ing: the winner of the popular vote may not 
win the presidency, the Constitution does 
not require electors to vote for the candidate 
who wins the popular vote, or, if neither can-
didate wins a majority in the electoral col-
lege, the election would have to be decided 
in the House of Representatives.

 16. Benefits of the electoral college include: the 
electoral college is a known process, it identi-
fies the President quickly and certainly, and it 
helps promote the nation’s two-party system.

 17. In most states, the winner of the popular 
vote takes all of the state’s electoral votes, 
even if the margin of victory is slim. Also, the 
distribution of electoral seats among states 
does not match the population. The winner 
of the popular vote could potentially lose the 
electoral vote.

Exploring the Essential Question
 18. Students’ answers should accurately repre-

sent the number of candidates in the race.

 19. Students’ answers should accurately repre-
sent the percentage of the state’s popula-
tion that voted in the primary or caucus and 
the presidential election, and whether or not 
the state’s electoral college vote reflected 
the results of the popular vote.

Essential Question Project
 20. Students’ charts should include all of their 

information from Questions 18 and 19. 
Possible chart ideas include: tables, web 
diagrams, and pie charts. After students 
create their charts, have them write down 
their answers to the Essential Question. 
Have volunteers share their answers and 
discuss the results and the Essential 
Question as a class.

Chapter Project Follow-Up

To help each group get started, have them con-
sider places to find the images and information 
they need to accomplish their tasks. Help devel-
oping students by pointing out the labels for 
each step shown in Figure 13.6. Suggest that pro-
ficient students review the purpose of a keynote 
address and review a recent keynote address for 
content and tone. Advise advancing students to 
conduct research to find ideas for their argu-
ments for and against each reform. When the 
projects are ready, ask each group to present 
their work. Use the Rubric for Assessing Student 
Performance on a Project (Unit 2 All-in-One, 
p. 252) to assess projects and mastery of the 
learning goals. 
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Name ___________________________ Class _____________________ Date _______

A. Key Terms
Directions: Match the descriptions in Column I with the terms in Column II. 

Write the letter of the correct answer in the blank provided. (3 points each)

Column I Column II

_____  1. awards a candidate a percentage of 

state delegates

_____  2. law that set the order of succession 

following the Vice President

_____  3. plan to fill a vacancy in the presidency

_____  4. the President as the main author of U.S. 

foreign policy

_____  5. the President as representative of all 

the people

_____  6. vote cast by electors in the electoral 

college

_____  7. the President as head of the government 

and the symbol of all the people

_____  8. speech that sets the tone at a party 

convention

_____  9. plan that would do away with the 

electoral college

_____ 10. national party meeting to nominate 

candidates

B. Main Ideas
Directions: Write the letter of the correct answer in the blank provided.

(4 points each)

_____ 11. What role does the President fill when working with Congress to 

pass laws?

a. commander in chief c. chief legislator

b. chief administrator d. chief of party

a. chief citizen

b. chief diplomat

c. chief of state 

d. direct popular 

election

e. electoral vote

f. keynote address 

g. national convention

h. presidential 

succession

i. Presidential 

Succession Act of 1947

j. proportional plan

CHAPTER 13: THE PRESIDENCY

Test B 2
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Essential Questions
Journal

Go to your Essential Questions 
Journal to work on this chapter’s 
Essential Question.

Test-Taking Tip
If you do not know the meaning of a word in a question, read the 
question to yourself, leaving out the word. Then see if you can 
figure out the meaning of the word from its context in the sentence.

Exploring the Essential Question
With a partner, conduct research on either the Republican 
or Democratic primary/caucus results in your state for the 
most recent presidential election. Research the following: 

 18. How many candidates were in the race? 

 19. What percentage of your state’s population voted in the 
primary/caucus? In the presidential election? Did your 
state’s electoral college vote reflect the results of its 
popular vote?

Essential Questions Project 
 20. Based on your research, create a chart that illustrates 

your findings about the presidential election results 
in your state. The research should help you answer 
the Essential Question: Does the current electoral 
process result in the best candidates for President? 

Apply What You’ve Learned

Section 5—The Presidential Election
 14. What determines the number of electors for each state?

 15. What is one flaw of the electoral college?

 16. What is one benefit of the electoral college? 

 17. Critical Thinking How can a presidential candidate receive 
the largest number of popular votes in an election and still not 
win the presidency?
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