Components

Units of Study

Each grade package includes:

in Opinion, Information, and Narrative Writing
Professional and Classroom Support
•

•

A Guide to the Writing Workshop crystallizes the essential
principles, methods, and structures of effective writing workshop
instruction.

“Today it has become increasingly
important that all children are given
an education that enables them to
synthesize, organize, reflect on, and
respond to the data in their world.”
- Lucy Calkins

The Resources for Teaching Writing CD-ROM provides unit-specific
print resources to support your teaching throughout the year.

Four Units of Study Per Level
•

Three key types of writing –opinion, information,
and narrative writing

•

Six weeks of instruction (18-22 sessions) in each unit

•

Includes all teaching points, minilessons, conferences, and
small-group work needed to teach a comprehensive workshop

•

Models Lucy and her colleagues’ carefully crafted teaching
moves and language

Organized around a K-5 continuum of writing progressions across
opinion, information, and narrative writing

•

Includes performance assessments, learning progressions, student
checklists, rubrics and leveled writing exemplars

Offers 5-8 concise units of study per level

•

presents alternative units and conferring scenarios that support
targeted instruction and differentiation

The New Units of Study
offers grade-by grade plans
for teaching collaborative writing workshops that
support creativity, communication and critical
thinking in the K-5 classroom.

Grade K
Grade 1
Grade 2
Grade 3

Includes 3-4 age-appropriate trade books referenced
in the units of study (recommended purchase)

•

Models effective writing techniques, encourages students to
read as writers, and provide background knowledge

978-0-325-04753-9
978-0-325-04754-6
978-0-325-04755-3
978-0-325-04756-0

Grade 4
Grade 5
K-5 Bundle

978-0-325-04757-7
978-0-325-04758-4
978-0-325-04762-1
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Units of Study Trade Book Packs
•

and Narrative Writing

through writing

If…Then…Curriculum:
Assessment-Based Instruction
•

in Opinion, Information,

Communicate. Collaborate. Create.

Writing Pathways
•

Units of Study

www.pearsoncanada.ca/unitsofstudy
ISBN: 9780321928207

Opinion / Argument

Information

Narrative

Units of Study progressively builds learning across units and grades with increasing sophistication and complexity.
In The Research-Based Argument Essay students
build powerful arguments using carefully-weighed
evidence, analysis and rebuttal of counter-claims.

5
4

In Shaping Texts students write memoirs that
combine essay and narrative structures to convey
significant insights and personal themes.

In The Literary Essay students write claim-based,
evidence-rich literary essays after close readings of
complex texts.

2
1
K

4

In Boxes and Bullets students build arguments
about topics they know well using logical structures
and carefully arranged ideas and evidence.

In Changing the World
students persuade people about
causes they believe in using
evidence, crafting techniques,
and attention to audience.

3

5

In Writing About Reading
students write letters and
essays about their opinions
about characters, scenes or
whole books using examples
from the texts.

In Persuasive Writing of All
Kinds students craft petitions,
letters, and signs that rally people
to address problems in their class,
then school, then world.

1
K

5

In Bringing History to Life
students collect evidence and use a
range of techniques and structures
to depict events and convey lessons
learned from history.

In The Art of Information
Writing students write
chapter books about topics
on which they are experts,
employing a variety of
structures and sub-structures.

3
2

In Writing Reviews students create
interesting, convincing reviews that
present and rank their favorite toys,
television shows, books and more.

In The Lens of History students write
through historical lenses and from
primary sources, using multiple writing
structures to build focused research
reports.

In Shaping Texts students write memoirs that
combine essay and narrative structures to convey
significant insights and personal themes.
In Narrative Craft students write personal
narratives, making purposeful choices about the
techniques, structures and language they use to
convey their meaning.

In The Arc of Story
students develop fictional
characters with motivations
and struggles and write
these characters into
carefully structured stories.

4
3

In Once Upon a Time students first adapt
and then write their own fairy tales, learning
to use cohesive details, point of view, and
story structure.
In Crafting True Stories students write
personal narrative using the complete writing
process, including drafts and revision.

2

In Lab Reports and Science
Books students write
procedural texts, descriptions
and analyses about experiments,
then use that to write sciencebased information books.

In Nonfiction Chapter Books
students combine pictures,
charts, and domain-specific
vocabulary to create engaging
teaching texts.

1
In How-To Books students
draw, plan, revise and edit lots
of informational texts that
teach readers procedures for
doing things.

K

In Lessons from the Masters
students learn to study published
texts to learn writing techniques to
try in their own narratives.

In From Scenes to Series students use all they
know about writing narratives to create their own
series of fictional chapter books.
In Small Moments students craft stories about
everyday events using learning to describe their
scene bit by bit and develop the heart of the story.

In Writing for Readers students focus on
getting more letters and words onto every
page, editing their work and using increasingly
conventional spelling.
In Launching the Writing Workshop students
tell stories from their lives as best they can,
through drawing, labeling, and writing.

