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77Area and Perimeter 

Area and Perimeter 

Essential Question How do you use pictures, numbers, 
and terms to discuss area and perimeter?

You Will
Find the area of different shapes.• 
Find the perimeter of different shapes.• 
Use and understand key terms related to area and perimeter.• 

Talk About It

Think about area and perimeter. In the first column, write things that you 
know. In the second column, write things that you want to know.

What I Know What I Want 
to Know

What I Learned

Your Turn
Tell a partner what you know and want to know about area and perimeter. 
Use the sentence starters if you need them.

I know . . . 

I want to know . . .
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Lesson 2078

Vocabulary in Context   Picture It!  

Perimeter (P) the distance 
around a figure

Area (A) the number of square 
units needed to cover a shape

Inch a unit used to measure 
length and perimeter

1 inch

Square inch a unit used to 
measure area

1 inch

1 inch

1 square
inch

Dimensions

width (w)

length (l)

Formula an equation that uses 
variables to state a rule

Perimeter of a rectangle formula

P 5 (2 3 l ) 1 (2 3 w)

Area of a rectangle formula

A 5 l 3 w

 
Talk About It
Talk with a partner to complete the sentences.

      The equation A 5 l 3 w is an example of a . . .

      . . . is the number of square units needed to cover a shape. 

      P is the symbol for the distance around a figure, or its . . . 

Your Turn
Think of how you would describe the vocabulary terms to someone who 
does not know them. Write and draw to show what these terms mean to you.

1

2

3

0132537648_077-080_FSD.indd   78 6/18/10   6:23:48 PM



79Area and Perimeter 

Do You Understand?

Step 1   Cut out the unit tiles from page 103. Put 8 of them together to 
make a rectangle like the one below. 

Step 2   Find the perimeter (P) of the rectangle. Count the number of units 
on each side to find the distance around the rectangle or use the 
formula below.

 P 5 (2 3 l ) 1 (2 3 w)

 P 5  (2 3 ) 1 (2 3 )

 P 5  units

Step 3   Find the number of square inches needed to cover the rectangle, 
or the area (A) of the rectangle. You can count each tile, or you can 
use the formula below.

 A 5 l 3 w

 A 5  3 

 A 5  square units

Talk About It
Complete the sentences.

      When you find how many square units make up a figure, you are finding 
the . . . of a figure.

      You . . . the distance around a figure to find its perimeter.

Your Turn
Draw a triangle. Find the perimeter of the triangle. Share your answer with 
a partner.

1

2
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Lesson 2080

Think, Talk, and Write

Your Turn
Make a plan for a school bookstore. Use between 10 and 16 1-inch unit tiles 
from page 103. Arrange the tiles on the grid below. Each tile must touch 
at least one side of another tile. Find the perimeter of your bookstore. Find 
the area.

Talk and Write About It
      The shape of the bookstore is a . . . 

      I used 1-inch . . . to measure the area.

      I used a ruler to find the . . . of each side so I could calculate the . . .,  
or distance around the bookstore. 

Produce Language
Write about what you learned in the chart from the beginning of the lesson. 
Use sentence starters from throughout the lesson for support. 

1

2

3
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