31 Healthcare
Physicians in the Andes and the Pampas,
2000–2004
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Healthcare in the Andes and the Pampas
varies from country to country. Argentina
and Uruguay spend the most on healthcare.
In 2005 Argentina spent 10.2 percent of its
GDP and Uruguay spent 8.1 percent. Peru
spends the least—about 4.3 percent of its
GDP in 2005.
Recently many nations in the region have
begun to open their healthcare systems to
private health insurance companies. Still,
significant gaps in coverage remain. Rural
areas, in particular, suffer from too few
doctors and other healthcare resources. In
Bolivia, between 20 percent and 25 percent
of the population has no access to health
services.

Number of Physicians per 100,000 People

Geography

Source:
NationsHuman
HumanDevelopment
Development
Report
SOURCE: United
United Nations
Report

A02005.ai
final pass 6/30

MGSS11_ActivityCard_ch06.indd 31

Copyright © Pearson Education, Inc., or its affiliates. All Rights Reserved.

A doctor examines a patient in Bolivia. (photo by AFP/Getty Images)
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Geography

32 Deforestation

Until recently, all the news about forest management
in the nations of the Andes and Pampas has been bad.
Between 1990 and 2005, for example, about 800,000
hectares of forest was logged each year. That is an area
about twice the size of Rhode Island. Worse still, much
of that logged land was not replanted with new trees.
In Bolivia and Paraguay, deforestation was often the
result of small farmers clearing land to plant crops. In
Argentina, Chile, and Peru, big logging companies did
much of the logging. Fortunately, those big companies
have now begun organizing replanting efforts. In
addition, governments have begun to set aside more
land in protected areas, though enforcement often
lags. So far, however, these combined efforts have
merely slowed but have not stopped deforestation.
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Road running through a
deforested area in Argentina.
(photo by Hubert Stadler/CORBIS)
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In the Andes and the Pampas, the nations
with the lowest rates of poverty—
Argentina, Chile, and Uruguay—also
have the lowest percentage of their
populations living in rural areas. The
nations with the highest rates of
poverty—Bolivia, Ecuador, Paraguay,
and Peru—have the largest numbers of
people living in rural areas. Because of
poor road connections, rural areas tend
to be isolated from the wider economy.
In Bolivia and Paraguay, large rural
populations still depend on agriculture.
The poverty of rural areas has
forced many people to migrate to the
cities. Many cities are surrounded by
shantytowns like the one shown here.
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Slum neighborhood in
Buenos Aires, Argentina
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34 Education

Over the past 20 years, the nations of the Andes and
the Pampas have made great strides in improving
education. Adult literacy rates have improved, and
greater percentages of students now complete high
school. However, the quality of education still lags
behind that offered in many other nations. Indigenous
peoples, especially in Peru and Bolivia, fare particularly
poorly. Most live in rural areas, attend schools with
fewer resources, and leave school at earlier ages.
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Students in Oruro, Bolivia
(photo by Anders Ryman/CORBIS)
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Geography

35 Industry

Of the nations of the Andes and Pampas, Argentina, Chile, and
Peru are the most industrialized. Much of the manufacturing in
these countries involves food processing and making clothing.
But there are also heavy industries such as steel, oil refining,
and chemicals. Argentina has domestic auto and aircraft
manufacturing industries. With some exceptions, Paraguay,
Bolivia, and Ecuador continue to rely on imports for many of their
manufactured goods, exporting raw materials in return. Bolivia
and Ecuador are trying to use money from their oil and gas
industries to diversify their economies. Uruguay’s governments
took an active role in developing manufacturing industries.
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Workers assembling
children’s bicycles in
Asunción, Paraguay
(photo by imagebroker/Alamy)
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