
Pearson’s Common Core Lesson
The unique lesson design of Prentice Hall Algebra 1, Geometry, Algebra 2 

Common Core Edition supports the development of procedural fluency AND 
conceptual understanding, exactly what is called for within the Common Core 
State Standards.  This focus on sense-making and reasoning  is more effective 

than our competitors more traditional lesson design that place a primary focus  
on skill development.  

Step 1:  Interactive Lesson Opener
Each lesson opens with a “Solve It!,” the key feature in the Interactive Learning phase of 
the lesson. The Solve It! presents a problem situation that relates to the math concepts of 
the lesson and makes connections to past learning experiences. Students interact with 
these concepts as they work individually or collaboratively to find a solution to the 
problem.

Differentiator:  We are the only program that begins every lesson with an Interactive 
Lesson Opener.  Each Solve It embodies one of the Standards for Mathematical Practice.

Differentiator:  We are the only program 
that within the Teacher’s Edition has 
supporting questions that accompany  ALL 
problems making it easier for teachers to 
facilitate the lesson, connect to the 
mathematical practices, and guide students 
to understanding and more in-depth 
reasoning. These questions also support 
students in their efforts to make sense of the 
problem and find entry points in solving it.



Step 2:  Guided Instruction
The Guided Instruction phase of the lesson begins with the Essential Understanding in 
which the focus of study for the lesson is formalized. The Plan-Think-Write and the Know-
Need-Plan boxes are a key feature of the program and help to strengthen students’ 
problem solving abilities. Students actively explore concepts through hands-on algebra 
labs, graphing calculator explorations, and online math tools.

Differentiator:  We are the only program with Plan-Think-Write boxes throughout each 
lesson to support students’ development of the Standards for Mathematical Practice.   We 
do NOT have traditional “drill and kill” lessons that only focus on skill. 

Differentiator:  Through the use of 
these scaffolding questions, students 
develop sound arguments to explain 

their solution plans and become 
more proficient in constructing viable 

arguments.



Step 3:  Lesson Check
The Lesson Checks present timely opportunities for assessing students’ understanding of 
the lesson content. The questions in Do You Know HOW? assess students’ procedural 
fluency with the concept presented in the lesson while the questions in Do You 
UNDERSTAND? focus on students’ conceptual understanding of the concepts. 

Differentiator: We are the only program that has a balance of skill-based problems and 
problems that assess conceptual understanding.  These are explicitly stated in the Lesson 
Check.  Here is a quote taken directly from the official Common Core document.  
“Mathematical understanding and procedural skill are equally important, and both are 
assessable using mathematical tasks of sufficient richness.”

Differentiator: The problems with red 
headings specifically relate to one of the 

Standards for Mathematical Practice.  We 
are the only program that supports the 

development of the Standards for 
Mathematical practice and identify 

Mathematical Practice problems within the 
textbook.



Step 4:  Practice 
The Practice phase affords students opportunities to solidify their procedural fluency and 
conceptual understanding of the lesson content. The exercises with red headers and the 
CC logo indicate opportunities for students to build on the Standards for Mathematical 
Practice.

Differentiator: We are the only program that identifies STEM problems within the Practice 
and Problems Solving Exercises.  Each STEM problem relates to a science, technology, or 
engineering topic.

Differentiator: We are the only program 
that identifies the specific Mathematical 

Practice that is addressed within each 
practice problem.  This helps the teacher 

document coverage of the standards. 

Step 5:  Assess and Remediate
Each lesson ends with a Lesson Quiz and opportunities to provide differentiated instruction 
for students. On the Lesson Resources pages of the Teacher’s Edition, personalized 
prescriptions are available based on a student’s Lesson Quiz results. This enables teachers to 
make data-driven instructional decisions about review assignments for intervention, on-level, 
and extension.

Differentiator: Only program with two pages of support for differentiated remediation 
after every lesson within the Teacher Edition.  Other program features, such as MathXL 
for School the Interactive Digital Path, SuccessTracker, etc are also unique to the 
program and help meet the needs of all different learners in the classrooms.



Additional Common Core Differentiators:

• Both the Content Standards and Standards for Mathematical Practice are 
documented at point of use within each lesson for easy reference. 

• Only Pearson has performance tasks within the textbook.  The Pull It All 
Together feature is being updated to help students prepare for the new Common 
Core assessments.

• Only Pearson has an Overview and Implementation Guide that will help teachers 
make the transition from a curriculum based on current state standards to one 
based on Common Core State Standards.



• Only Pearson has a Standards for Mathematical Practice Observational Tool that 
will make it easier for teachers to assess student proficiency of the Mathematical 
Practices.

• ExamView will be updated to include the Common Core State Standards so 
that teachers can easily create benchmark assessments and assignments that 
correlate to the new standards.

• With Pearson’s unique online assessment system, SuccessTracker, students take 
assessments online that are correlated to the Common Core, and receive 
immediate feedback and personalized remediation. Pearson’s SuccessTracker has 
the most robust reporting tool for teachers- Lesson Progress Reports, Test Scores 
Reports, Item Analysis Reports, and most importantly Mastery Reports that track 
each students’ mastery of the Common Core State Standards. 

• Pearson’s Online Lesson Planner has pre-made plans for every lesson that 
document the Common Core standards.  Every lesson plan is completely 
editable, and teachers can also create their own lesson plans from a blank 
template.

• Only Pearson has the Interactive Digital Path which allows students to explore 
concepts digitally through features such as interactive problems with audio, 
Math Tools, Dynamic Activities, online glossary with audio, interactive tutorials 
with immediate feedback, math videos, and much more. 

• The program has already been proven effective by an independent research 
study.  Students using Pearson outperformed the competition after using the new 
program for only one year.  See Research Flyer for more details.


