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The Meaning
of Citizenship

3
What’s Ahead
in Chapter 3
In this chapter, you will
read about how a person
becomes a citizen of the
United States. You will also
learn about the rights,
duties, and responsibilities
associated with citizenship.
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▼

Identify Main Ideas In this
chapter, you will focus on
identifying the main idea of
a paragraph or section. This
skill will help you better
understand what you read.
This skill includes identifying supporting details and
identifying main ideas that
are implied.
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National Standards for Civics and Government
The following National
Standards for Civics and
Government are covered
in this chapter:
V. What are the roles of

the citizen in American
democracy?
A. What is citizenship?
B. What are the rights of
citizens?

State

C. What are the responsibilities of citizens?
D. How can citizens take part
in civic life?

For: Your state’s
standards
Visit: PHSchool.com
Web Code: mpe-1031

Civics in the Real World
The Pledge of Allegiance first appeared in 1892 in a magazine
called The Youth’s Companion. The original Pledge was
attributed to Francis Bellamy. Bellamy was chairman of a
committee of state superintendents in the National Education Association. As chairman, he organized a program for
public schools to celebrate the quadricentennial of Columbus
Day in 1892. The program included a flag-raising ceremony
and a flag salute—the Pledge of Allegiance. The original
Pledge stated: “I pledge allegiance to my Flag and the Republic for which it stands; one Nation indivisible with liberty
and justice for all.”
The Pledge has been changed a few times since then. By 1924,
“my Flag” was changed to “the Flag of the United States of
America” by the National Flag Conference. Congress officially recognized the Pledge in 1942 by including it in the
Flag Code. The most recent change to the Pledge occurred on
Flag Day, June 14, 1954. President Dwight D. Eisenhower
approved adding the words “under God.”
I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the United States of America, and to the Republic for which it stands, one nation
under God, indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.
Citizen’s Journal

Write a paragraph explaining your understanding of what citizenship means. After you have studied the
chapter, reread your paragraph. Write a new paragraph explaining how your understanding has grown.
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