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Action and Reaction

• U.S. urges democratic elections. 
• Soviet Union installs communist government. 

• Soviet Union demands territory from Turkey, and
   communist rebels threaten Greece.
• U.S. approves Truman Doctrine to aid Turkey,
   Greece, and other states resisting communism.

• Soviet Union blockades West Berlin.
• U.S., Britain, and France airlift supplies to the city.

• North Korea invades South Korea.
• U.S. and UN enter war on South Korean side.
• China enters war on North Korean side.

• U.S. forms NATO for mutual defense.
• Soviet Union forms Warsaw Pact for mutual defense.

In America

Presidential Terms

Around 
the World

1947
Truman proposes the 

Truman Doctrine to 
fight communism. 

1948
The Marshall 

Plan brings 
relief to 
Europe.  

1949
United States 
joins NATO.

1945
The United Nations 
is established.

1949
China becomes a 
communist nation.

Soviet Union tests 
an atomic bomb.

194919471945
Harry S. Truman 1945–1953
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1950
Senator McCarthy starts 
an anticommunist 
campaign.

1954
The Senate 
censures McCarthy.

1957
The Eisenhower 

Doctrine combats 
Soviet influence in 

the Middle East.       

1950
United States 
and China clash 
in Korea.

1956
The Soviets crush the 

Hungarian uprising. 

1954
The CIA helps over-
throw Guatemala’s 

government. 

The Warsaw Pact 
is formed. 

19571951 19551953
Dwight D. Eisenhower 1953–1961

American Issues
Connector

By connecting prior knowledge with what you have learned in this chapter, you
can gradually build your understanding of enduring questions that still affect
America today. Answer the questions below. Then, fill in your American Issues
Connector worksheet (or go online: www.PHSchool.com, Web Code neh-1212).

Issues You Learned About

• Civil Liberties and National Security From the beginning
of the American republic, Americans have debated to what extent
individual freedom should be limited when the safety of the
nation is at stake.

1. How does the Bill of Rights guarantee the rights of people
accused of crimes?

2. During the Civil War, what action did President Lincoln take
that limited these guaranteed rights? Why?

3. During the Cold War, what effect did the actions of HUAC and
Senator McCarthy have on individual rights?

• Balance of Power in Government The balance of power
in American government changes over time.

4. According to the Constitution, which branch of government
has the power to declare war?

5. How did U.S. soldiers fight in Korea without a declaration of
war?

6. How did Truman’s actions affect the balance of power
between the executive and legislative branches of the 
government?

• America Goes to War During times of conflict, Americans
debate whether U.S. entry into war is justified.

7. What were arguments in favor of the United States going to
war against North Korea?

8. What were arguments against U.S. entry into the Korean War?

Connect to Your World 
• America and the World What is America’s best course of
action when dealing with threats to regional stability throughout
the world? During the Cold War, Presidents Truman and
Eisenhower believed the primary role of the United States was to
contain or reverse the spread of communism. Today, many
Americans feel that it is in the nation’s best interests to support
the growth of democracy around the globe. Other Americans feel
that the burden of military intervention should be shared among
the countries of the United Nations. Still, more Americans feel
that the United States should get involved only when the situa-
tion poses an immediate threat to the country. What do you
think? Go online or to your local library to research recent U.S.
actions abroad. Create a table to detail the different opinions sur-
rounding each action.
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Writing a Research Report The early Cold War includes
many stories of great courage and personal sacrifice. Write
a research report that describes the actions of the person
or group and explains why their actions were heroic. Write
your report on one of the following topics: Pilots in the
Berlin airlift, U.S. troops at Inchon, Senator Margaret Chase
Smith opposing Senator McCarthy.

Prewriting 
• Choose the topic that most interests you, and create a

set of questions about the topic.

• Take notes about the people involved and the personal
risks they took.

• Gather additional resources.

Drafting
• Develop a working thesis, and choose supporting 

information to support the thesis.
• Make an outline to

organize the report.
• Write an introduction 

that explains why the topic 
is interesting, and then write
a body and a conclusion.

Revising
• Use the guidelines on

page W22 of the Writing
Handbook to revise
your report.

Terms and People
1. Define satellite state. Why did the Soviets want 

satellite states?

2. Define the Truman Doctrine. How was it implemented 
in Berlin?

3. Who were Jiang and Mao? What role did the United
States play in their conflict?

4. Define arms race. How did the nuclear arms race promote
the Red Scare in the United States?

5. What was the HUAC? How did its tactics help lead 
to McCarthyism?

Focus Questions
The focus question for this chapter is: What were the causes,
main events, and effects of the early Cold War? Build an
answer to this big question by answering the focus questions 
for Sections 1 through 4 and the Critical Thinking questions that
follow.

Section 1 (pages 398–404)
6. How did U.S. leaders respond to the threat of Soviet expan-

sion in Europe?
Section 2 (pages 406–411)
7. How did President Truman use the power of the presidency

to limit the spread of communism in East Asia?
Section 3 (pages 412–417)
8. What methods did the United States use in its global strug-

gle against the Soviet Union?
Section 4 (pages 420–427)
9. How did fear of domestic communism affect American soci-

ety during the Cold War?

Critical Thinking
10. Explain Causes What were the causes of the Cold War?
11. Problem Solving What problem did the Marshall Plan 

help solve?
12. Compare and Contrast How were Soviet activities in Berlin

and Hungary similar? How were they different?
13. Decision Making Identify two key decisions made by

President Truman regarding the Korean War. Explain the 
reasons that Truman had for his decisions. Explain the 
significant effects of each decision.

14. Analyzing Tables Study the table below. Did communists or
noncommunists suffer more casualties? What are some pos-
sible reasons for the difference between communist and
noncommunist losses? 

15. Explain Effects How did the arms race affect the 
United States economy?

16. Compare How was the Eisenhower Doctrine similar to the
Truman Doctrine?

17. Explain Effects How did the Cold War affect freedom of
speech and freedom of the press in the United States? 

Writing About History 

Country or Organization

China

South Korea

North Korea

United States

United Nations

Total Killed and Wounded

900,000

843,572

520,000

157,530

15,465

SOURCE: U.S Department of Defense
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Analysis of Senator McCarthy
Was Senator McCarthy a power-hungry politician who 
deliberately misled and manipulated people? Or was he a
product of the time, working like other officials to defend the
American people against the threat of communism? Use your
knowledge of the Cold War and Documents A, B, C, and D to
answer questions 1 through 4.

Document A
In my opinion the State Department, which is one of the most
important government departments, is thoroughly infested
with communists. I have in my hand 57 cases of individuals
who would appear to be either card-carrying members or cer-
tainly loyal to the Communist Party, but who nevertheless are
still helping to shape our foreign policy.

Senator Joseph McCarthy, February 1950

Document B

Document C
[He] was in many ways the most gifted demagogue ever bred
on these shores. No bolder seditionist ever moved among us—
nor any politician with a surer, swifter access to the dark
places of the American mind. The major phase of McCarthy’s
career was mercifully short. It began in 1950, three years after
he had taken his seat in the Senate, where he had seemed a
dim and inconsiderable figure. . . . If he was anything at all in
the realm of ideas, principles, doctrines, he was a species of
nihilist; he was an essentially destructive force, a revolutionist
without any revolutionary vision, a rebel without a cause.

Richard H. Rovere, Senator Joe McCarthy

Document D
Emotions ran very, very high about how to conduct the Cold
War, about how to deal with the threat of Stalinism, both
abroad but also at home. You had American soldiers dying in
Korea. The Korean War formed the vivid backdrop for all of
McCarthy’s career. There was a bitter, bitter partisan battle in
which people were prepared to say almost anything to blacken
the reputations and to smear their political opponents.
McCarthy did it, and his Republican allies did it. You also have
to remember that the Democrats were quite prepared to do
the same thing, and often did against McCarthy, calling him a
Nazi sympathizer, talking about his investigations as posing a
threat to American democracy and so on, charges which really
don’t, in the light of historical evidence and historical perspec-
tive, hold any kind of water.

Arthur Herman, 
The Rise and Fall of Joseph McCarthy 

1. Which of the documents is a secondary source that claims
that McCarthy was like other politicians of his time and
not a significant threat to the American political system?
A Document A
B Document B
C Document C
D Document D

2. According to Richard Rovere, which of the following
statements is the most accurate assessment of McCarthy?
A He was a power-hungry politician who destroyed peo-

ple without good reason.
B He was a gifted politician who protected Americans

from destructive forces.
C He was a man with high ideals whose career in politics

was too short.
D He was evil, but he helped defeat communism.

3. The political cartoon most closely agrees with which of
the other documents?
A Documents A and D
B Documents C and D
C Document C
D Document D

4. Writing Task  With which of the historians quoted in the
documents above do you most strongly agree? Use your
knowledge of the Cold War, the Red Scare, and specific
evidence from the primary sources above to support your
opinion.
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