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 AP US HISTORY CURRICULUM    Chapter and Page 
References 

  Period 1  
  1491–1607  

  On a North American continent controlled by American Indians, contact among the peoples 
of Europe, the Americas, and West Africa created a new world.     Chapters   1   ,    2   ,    3   ,    4     

  Key Concept 1.1  
  Before the arrival of Europeans, native populations in North America developed a wide 
variety of social, political, and economic structures based in part on interactions with the 
environment and each other.  

   Chapter   1     

  
 I.  As settlers migrated and settled across the vast expanse of North America over time, they 

developed quite diff erent and increasingly complex  societies by adapting to and transforming 
their diverse environments. 

 pp.  1 – 16  

  Key Concept 1.2  
  European overseas expansion resulted in the Columbian Exchange, a series of interactions 
and adaptations among societies across the Atlantic.     Chapters   1   ,    2     

  
 I.  The arrival of Europeans in the Western Hemisphere in the 15th and 16th centuries triggered 

extensive demographic and social changes on both sides of the Atlantic.  pp.  17 – 23 ,  29 – 38  

  
 II.  European expansion into the Western Hemisphere caused intense social/religious, political, and 

economic competition in Europe and the promotion of empire building.  pp.  33 – 35 ,  41 – 54  

  Key Concept 1.3  
  Contacts among American Indians, Africans, and Europeans challenged the worldviews of 
each group.     Chapters   2   ,    3   ,    4     

  
 I.  European overseas expansion and sustained contacts with Africans and American Indians 

dramatically altered European views of social, political, and economic relationships among and 
between white and nonwhite peoples. 

 pp.  29 – 34 ,  37 – 38 , 
 78 – 89 ,  92 – 104  

  
 II.  Native peoples and Africans in the Americas strove to maintain their political and cultural 

autonomy in the face of European challenges to their independence and core beliefs. 
 pp.  78 – 81 , 88 – 89 , 
 97 – 104  

  Period 2  
  1607–1754  

  Europeans and American Indians maneuvered and fought for dominance, 
control, and security in North America, and distinctive colonial and native societies emerged.     Chapters   3   ,    4     

  Key Concept 2.1    Diff erences in imperial goals, cultures, and the North American environments that diff erent 
empires confronted led Europeans to develop diverse patterns of colonization.     Chapters   3   ,    4     

  
 I.  Seventeenth-century Spanish, French, Dutch, and British colonizers embraced diff erent social and 

economic goals, cultural assumptions, and folkways, resulting in varied models of colonization. 
 pp.  63 – 75 ,  83 – 90 , 
 116 – 119  

   II.  The British-American system of slavery developed out of the economic, demographic, and 
geographic characteristics of the British-controlled regions of the New World.  pp.  91 ,  97 – 104  

  
 III.  Along with other factors, environmental and geographical  variations, including climate and 

natural resources, contributed to regional  diff erences in what would become the British 
colonies. 

 pp.  66 – 71 ,  73 – 77  

  Key Concept 2.2    European colonization eff orts in North America stimulated  intercultural contact and 
intensifi ed confl ict between the various groups of  colonizers and native peoples.     Chapters   3   ,    4     

   I.  Competition over resources between European rivals led to confl ict within and between North 
American colonial possessions and American Indians. 

 pp.  65 – 66 ,  71 – 73 ,  
75 – 77 ,  83 – 85 ,  109 – 120  

   II.  Clashes between European and American Indian social and economic values caused changes in 
both cultures. 

 pp.  78 – 83 ,  88 – 89 , 
 116 – 119  

  Key Concept 2.3    The increasing political, economic, and cultural exchanges within the “Atlantic World” had a 
profound impact on the development of colonial societies in North America.     Chapter   4     

  
 I.  “Atlantic World” commercial, religious, philosophical, and political  interactions among Europeans, 

Africans, and American native peoples stimulated e conomic growth, expanded social networks, 
and reshaped labor systems. 

 pp.  95 – 119  
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 II.  Britain’s desire to maintain a viable North American empire in the face of growing internal 
challenges and external competition inspired eff orts to strengthen its imperial control, 
stimulating increasing resistance from  colonists who had grown accustomed to a large measure 
of autonomy. 

 pp.  95 – 97 ,  109 – 116  

  Period 3 
1754–1800  

  British imperial attempts to reassert control over its colonies and the colonial reaction 
to these attempts produced a new American  republic, along with struggles over the new 
nation’s social, political, and  economic identity.  

   Chapters   4   ,    5   ,    6   ,    7     

  Key Concept 3.1  
  Britain's victory over France in the imperial struggle for North America led to new confl icts 
among the British government, the North American colonists, and American Indians, 
culminating in the creation of a new nation, the United States.  

   Chapters   5   ,    6   ,    7     

  
 I.  Throughout the second half of the 18th century, various American Indian groups repeatedly 

evaluated and adjusted their alliances with Europeans, other tribes, and the new United States 
government. 

 pp.  131 – 136 ,  155 – 156 , 
 169 – 171 ,  203 – 205  

  
 II.  During and after the imperial struggles of the mid-18th century, new pressures began to unite the 

British colonies against perceived and real  constraints on their economic activities and political 
rights, sparking a colonial independence movement and war with Britain. 

 pp.  134 – 145 ,  149 – 158  

   III.  In response to domestic and international tensions, the new United States debated and 
formulated foreign policy initiatives and asserted an  international presence.  pp.  207 – 215  

  Key Concept 3.2  
  In the late 18th century, new experiments with democratic ideas and republican forms 
of government, as well as other new religious, ec onomic, and cultural ideas, challenged 
traditional imperial systems across the Atlantic World.  

   Chapters   4   ,    5   ,    6   ,    7     

  
 I.  During the 18th century, new ideas about politics and society led to debates about religion 

and governance, and ultimately inspired experiments with new governmental structures. 
 pp.  113 – 116 ,  137 – 139 , 
 149 – 151 ,  178 – 179  

  
 II.  After experiencing the limitations of the Articles of Confederation, American political leaders 

wrote a new Constitution based on the  principles of federalism and separation of powers, crafted 
a Bill of Rights, and continued their debates about the proper balance between liberty and order. 

 pp.  178 – 189 , 
 194 – 199 ,  205 – 215  

   III.  While the new governments continued to limit rights to some groups, ideas promoting self-
government and personal liberty reverberated around the world. 

 pp.  171 – 174 , 
 182 – 184 ,  207  

  Key Concept   3.3  
  Migration within North America, cooperative interaction, and  competition for resources 
raised questions about boundaries and  policies, intensifi ed confl icts among peoples and 
nations, and led to contests over the creation of a multiethnic, multiracial national identity.  

   Chapters   6   ,    7     

  
 I.  As migrants streamed westward from the British colonies along the Atlantic seaboard, 

interactions among diff erent groups that would continue under an independent United States 
resulted in competition for resources,  shifting alliances, and cultural blending. 

 pp.  90 ,  167 – 169 , 
 203 – 205  

  
 II.  The policies of the United States that encouraged western migration and the orderly incorporation 

of new territories into the nation both extended republican institutions and intensifi ed confl icts 
among American Indians and Europeans in the trans-Appalachian West. 

 pp. 167 – 171 ,  210  

   III.  New voices for national identity challenged tendencies to cling to regional identities, 
contributing to the emergence of distinctly American cultural expressions.  pp.  171 – 219  

  Period 4
1800–1848  

  The new republic struggled to defi ne and extend democratic ideals in the face of rapid 
economic, territorial, and demographic changes.  

   Chapters   7   ,    8   ,    9   ,    10   , 
   11   ,    12   ,    13     

  Key Concept 4.1  
  The United States developed the world’s fi rst modern mass democracy and celebrated a new 
national culture, while Americans sought to defi ne the nation’s democratic ideals and to 
reform its institutions to match them.  

   Chapters   7   ,    8   ,    9   ,    10   , 
   11   ,    12     

  

 I.  The nation’s transformation to a more participatory democracy was ac companied by continued 
debates over federal power, the relationship between the federal government and the states, the 
authority of diff erent branches of the federal government, and the rights and responsibilities of 
individual citizens. 

 pp.  211 – 218 ,  230 – 231 , 
 245 ,  279 – 280 ,  286 – 288 , 
 302 – 307 ,  328 – 332 , 
 383 – 384  

  
 II.  Concurrent with an increasing international exchange of goods and ideas, larger numbers 

of Americans began struggling with how to match d emocratic political ideals to political 
institutions and social realities. 

pp.  307 – 316 ,  357 – 364 , 
 370 – 375 

  
 III.  While Americans celebrated their nation’s progress toward a unifi ed new national culture that 

blended Old World forms with New World ideas,  various groups of the nation’s inhabitants 
developed distinctive cultures of their own. 

 pp.  277 – 278 ,  289 , 
 310 – 313 ,  364 – 379  

  Key Concept 4.2  
  Developments in technology, agriculture, and commerce p recipitated profound changes in 
U.S. settlement patterns, regional identities,  gender and family relations, political power, 
and distribution of  consumer goods.  

   Chapters   9   ,    10   ,    12     

   I.  A global market and communications revolution, infl uencing and infl uenced by technological 
innovations, led to dramatic shifts in the nature of agriculture and manufacturing.  pp.  260 – 277  
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   II.  Regional economic specialization, especially the demands of cultivating southern cotton, shaped 
settlement patterns and the national and international economy. 

 pp.  262 – 266 ,  272 – 276 , 
 286 – 287 ,  294 – 300  

  
 III.  The economic changes caused by the market revolution had s ignifi cant eff ects on migration 

patterns, gender and family relations, and the  distribution of political power. 
 pp.  267 – 269 ,  272 – 279 , 
 286 – 287 ,  300 – 307 , 
 360 – 362  

  Key Concept 4.3  
  U.S. interest in increasing foreign trade, expanding its national borders, and isolating itself 
from European confl icts shaped the nation’s foreign policy and spurred government and 
private initiatives.  

   Chapters   8   ,    10     

   I.  Struggling to create an independent global presence, U.S. policymakers sought to dominate the 
North American continent and to promote its foreign trade.  pp.  251 – 255 ,  330 – 334  

  
 II.  Various American groups and individuals initiated, championed, and/or resisted the expansion of 

territory and/or government powers. 
 pp.  245 – 247 ,  302 – 307 , 
331, 336 

   III.  The American acquisition of lands in the West gave rise to a contest over the extension of slavery 
into the western territories as well as a series of attempts at national compromise.  pp.  262 – 266 ,  280 – 282  

  Period 5 
1844–1877  

  As the nation expanded and its population grew, regional tensions, especially over slavery, 
led to a civil war—the course and aftermath of which transformed American society.  

   Chapters   11   ,    12   ,    13   , 
   14   ,    15   ,    16     

  Key Concept 5.1  
  The United States became more connected with the world as it pursued an expansionist 
foreign policy in the Western Hemisphere and emerged as the destination for many migrants 
from other countries.  

  Chapter   11   ,    12   ,    13    

  
 I.  Enthusiasm for U.S. territorial expansion fueled by economic and national security interests and 

supported by claims of U.S. racial and cultural superiority, resulted in war, the opening of new 
markets, acquisition of new territory, and increased ideological confl icts. 

 pp.  321 – 322 ,  336 ,  343 , 
 362 – 363 ,  380 ,  385 – 386  

  
 II.  Westward expansion, migration to and within the United States, and the end of slavery reshaped 

North American boundaries and caused  confl icts over American cultural identities, citizenship, 
and the question of  extending and protecting rights for various groups of U.S. Inhabitants. 

 pp.  313 ,  357 – 364 ,  487, 
   489 

  Key Concept   5.2    Intensifi ed by expansion and deepening regional divisions, debates over slavery and other 
economic, cultural, and political issues led the nation into civil war.     Chapters   10   ,    12   ,    13     

  
 I.  The institution of slavery and its attendant ideological debates, along with regional economic 

and demographic changes, territorial expansion in the 1840s and 1850s, and cultural diff erences 
between the North and the South, all intensifi ed sectionalism. 

 pp.  302 – 306 , 
 366 – 367 ,  374 – 375 , 
 384 – 389 ,  396 – 397  

  
 II.  Repeated attempts at political compromise failed to calm tensions over slavery and often made 

sectional tensions worse, breaking down the trust between sectional leaders and culminating in 
the bitter election of 1860,  followed by the secession of southern states. 

 pp.  385 – 396 ,  398 – 399 , 
 402 – 409  

  Key Concept 5.3  
  The Union victory in the Civil War and the contested Reconstruction of the South settled the 
issues of slavery and secession, but left  unresolved many questions about the power of the 
federal government and  citizenship rights.  

   Chapters   13   ,    14   ,    15     

  
 I.  The North’s greater manpower and industrial resources, its leadership, and the decision 

for emancipation eventually led to the Union military victory over the Confederacy in the 
devastating Civil War. 

 pp.  406 – 409 ,  414 ,  440  

  

 II.  The Civil War and Reconstruction altered power relationships between the states and the federal 
government and among the executive, legislative, and judicial branches, ending slavery and 
the notion of a divisible union, but leaving unresolved questions of relative power and largely 
unchanged social and economic patterns. 

 pp.  440 ,  451 – 471  

  
 III.  The constitutional changes of the Reconstruction period embodied a Northern idea of American 

identity and national purpose and led to  confl icts over new defi nitions of citizenship, particularly 
regarding the rights of African-Americans, women, and other minorities. 

 pp.  453 ,  457 – 459 , 
 465 – 472  

  Period 6 
1865–1898  

  The transformation of the United States from an agricultural to an increasingly industrialized 
and urbanized society brought about  signifi cant economic, political, diplomatic, social, 
environmental, and cultural changes.  

   Chapters   16   ,    17   ,    18   ,    19     

  Key Concept 6.1  
  The rise of big business in the United States encouraged massive  migrations and 
urbanization, sparked government and popular eff orts to reshape the U.S. economy and 
environment, and renewed debates over U.S. national identity.  

   Chapter   17     

  

 I.  Large-scale production—accompanied by massive technological change, expanding 
international communication networks, and pro-growth  government policies — fueled the 
development of a “Gilded Age” marked by an emphasis on consumption, marketing, and business 
consolidation. 

 pp.  510 – 520 ,  
525 – 527 ,  531 – 536  
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 II.  As leaders of big business and their allies in government aimed to create a unifi ed industrialized 

nation, they were challenged in diff erent ways by demographic issues, regional diff erences, and 
labor movements. 

 pp.  461 – 465 ,  
527 – 530 ,  540 – 546 , 
555–565 

   III.  Westward migration, new systems of farming and transportation, and economic instability led 
to political and popular confl icts.  pp.  548 – 554 ,  586 – 588  

  Key Concept 6.2    The emergence of an industrial culture in the United States led to both greater opportunities 
for, and restrictions on, immigrants, minorities, and women.     Chapters   16   ,    17   ,    19     

  
 I.  International and internal migrations increased both urban and rural populations, but gender, 

racial, ethnic, religious, and socioeconomic inequalities abounded, inspiring some reformers to 
attempt to address these inequities. 

 pp.  527 – 534 ,  578 – 581  

  

 II.  As transcontinental railroads were completed, bringing more settlers west, U.S. military actions, 
the destruction of the buff alo, the confi nement of American Indians to reservations, and 
assimilatory policies reduced the number of American Indians and threatened native culture and 
identity. 

 pp.  480 – 498  

  Key Concept 6.3    The “Gilded Age” witnessed new cultural and intellectual movements in tandem with 
political debates over economic and social policies.     Chapters   17   ,    18   ,    19     

  
 I.  Gilded Age politics were intimately tied to big business and focused nationally on economic 

issues—tariff s, currency, corporate expansion, and laissez-faire economic policy—that 
engendered numerous calls for reform. 

 pp.  543 – 546 ,  558 – 560 , 
 574 – 578 , 585–586 

   II.  New cultural and intellectual movements both buttressed and challenged the social order of the 
Gilded Age. 

 pp.  519 ,  546 – 547 , 
 569 – 570 ,  581 – 583  

  Period 7 
1890–1945  

  An increasingly pluralistic United States faced profound domestic and global challenges, 
debated the proper degree of government activism, and sought to defi ne its international role.  

   Chapters   17   ,    18   ,    19   , 
   20   ,    21   ,    22   ,    23     

  Key Concept 7.1  
  Governmental, political, and social organizations struggled to address the eff ects of 
large-scale industrialization, economic uncertainty, and related social changes such as 
urbanization and mass migration.  

   Chapters   17   ,    19 , 22    

  
 I.  The continued growth and consolidation of large corporations transformed American society 

and the nation’s economy, promoting urbanization and economic growth, even as business cycle 
fl uctuations became increasingly severe. 

 pp.  512 – 520 ,  
531 – 536 ,  664 – 668  

  
 II.  Progressive reformers responded to economic instability, social  inequality, and political 

corruption by calling for government intervention in the economy, expanded democracy, 
greater social justice, and conservation of natural resources. 

 pp.  570 – 572 ,  583 – 595  

   III.  National, state, and local reformers responded to economic upheavals, laissez-faire capitalism, 
and the Great Depression by transforming the U.S. into a limited welfare state. 

 pp.  668 – 669 ,  671 , 
 675 – 679 ,  681 – 682 ,   689 

  Key Concept   7.2  
  A revolution in communications and transportation technology helped to create a new mass 
culture and spread “modern” values and ideas, even as cultural confl icts between groups 
increased under the pressure of migration, world wars, and economic distress.  

   Chapters   20   ,    21   ,    23     

  
 I.  New technologies led to social transformations that improved the standard of living for many, 

while contributing to increased political and cultural confl icts. 
pp.  641 – 646 , 651, 
 655 – 657 

  
 II.  The global ramifi cations of World War I and wartime patriotism and  xenophobia, combined with 

social tensions created by increased  international migration, resulted in legislation restricting 
immigration from Asia and from southern and eastern Europe. 

 pp.  619 ,  621 – 622 , 
 634 – 635 ,  651 – 653  

  
 III.  Economic dislocations, social pressures, and the economic growth spurred by World Wars I and II 

led to a greater degree of migration within the United States, as well as migration to the United 
States from elsewhere in the Western Hemisphere. 

 pp.  646 – 647 ,  672 –675, 
 697 - 704  

  Key Concept 7.3  
  Global confl icts over resources, territories, and ideologies renewed debates over the nation’s 
values and its role in the world, while  simultaneously propelling the United States into a 
dominant  international military, political, cultural, and economic position.  

   Chapters   20   ,    21   , 22,    23     

   I.  Many Americans began to advocate overseas expansionism in the late 19th century, leading to 
new territorial ambitions and acquisitions in the Western Hemisphere and the Pacifi c.  pp.  602 – 609  

   II.  World War I and its aftermath intensifi ed debates about the nation’s role in the world and how 
best to achieve national security and pursue American interests.  pp.  617 – 629 ,  686 – 689  

  

 III.  The involvement of the United States in World War II, while opposed by most Americans 
prior to the attack on Pearl Harbor, vaulted the United States into global political and military 
prominence, and transformed both American society and the relationship between the United 
States and the rest of the world. 

 pp.  697 – 707 , 
 710 – 721  

  Period 8 
1945–1980  

  After World War II, the United States grappled with prosperity and unfamiliar international 
responsibilities, while struggling to live up to its ideals.  

   Chapters   24   ,    25   ,    26   , 
   27   ,    28     
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  Key Concept 8.1  
  The United States responded to an uncertain and unstable postwar world by asserting 
and attempting to defend a position of global leadership, with far-reaching domestic and 
international consequences.  

   Chapters   24   ,    25   ,    26   , 
   27   ,    28     

  
 I.  After World War II, the United States sought to stem the growth of Communist military power and 

ideological infl uence, create a stable global economy, and build an international security system. 
 pp.  741 – 744 ,  751 – 753 , 
762–768,  813 – 823 , 
831–832 

  
 II.  As the United States focused on containing communism, it faced  increasingly complex foreign 

policy issues, including decolonization,  shifting international alignments and regional confl icts, 
and global  economic and environmental changes. 

 pp.  763 – 765 , 843–846, 
848–851,  871 – 873  

  
 III.  Cold War policies led to continued public debates over the power of the federal government, 

acceptable means for pursuing international and domestic goals, and the proper balance 
between liberty and order. 

 pp.  747 – 751 ,  762 , 
 818 – 819  

  Key Concept 8.2  
  Liberalism, based on anticommunism abroad and a fi rm belief in the effi  cacy of 
governmental and especially federal power to achieve social goals at home, reached its apex 
in the mid-1960s and generated a  variety of political and cultural responses.  

   Chapters   25   ,    26   ,    27     

  
 I.  Seeking to fulfi ll Reconstruction-era promises, civil rights activists and political leaders achieved 

some legal and political successes in ending s egregation, although progress toward equality was 
slow and halting. 

 pp.  778 – 791 ,  808  

  
 II.  Stirred by a growing awareness of inequalities in American society and by the African-American 

civil rights movement, activists also addressed issues of identity and social justice, such as 
gender/sexuality and ethnicity. 

 pp.  796 ,  806 , 
 833 – 837 ,  840  

   III.  As many liberal principles came to dominate postwar politics and court decisions, liberalism 
came under attack from the left as well as from  resurgent conservative movements. 

 pp.  793 – 794 , 797–799, 
806–813, 842 

  Key Concept 8.3    Postwar economic, demographic, and technological changes had a far-reaching impact on 
American society, politics, and the environment.     Chapters   24   ,    26   ,    27     

  
 I.  Rapid economic and social changes in American society fostered a sense of optimism in the postwar 

years, as well as underlying concerns about how these changes were aff ecting American values. 
 pp.  731 – 738 ,  793 – 799 , 
 840 –842 

  
 II.  As federal programs expanded and economic growth reshaped American society, many sought 

greater access to prosperity even as critics began to question the burgeoning use of natural 
resources. 

 pp.  702 – 704 , 796–798, 
811 

   III.  New demographic and social issues led to signifi cant political and moral debates that sharply 
divided the nation. 

 pp.  827 – 828 , 
 833 – 835 ,  840 – 842  

  Period 9 
1980–PRESENT  

  As the United States transitioned to a new century fi lled with c hallenges and possibilities, 
it experienced renewed ideological and cultural debates, sought to redefi ne its foreign 
policy, and adapted to economic globalization and revolutionary changes in science and 
technology.  

   Chapters   27   ,    28   ,    29   ,    30     

  Key Concept 9.1    A new conservatism grew to prominence in U.S. culture and politics, defending traditional 
social values and rejecting liberal views about the role of government.     Chapters   27   ,    28     

  
 I.  Reduced public faith in the government’s ability to solve social and economic problems, the 

growth of religious fundamentalism, and the dissemination of neoconservative thought all 
combined to invigorate conservatism. 

 pp.  842 – 852 ,  882 – 884  

  
 II.  Conservatives achieved some of their political and policy goals, but their success was limited by 

the enduring popularity and institutional strength of some government programs and public 
support for cultural trends of recent decades. 

 pp.  864 – 865 ,  882 – 884  

  Key Concept 9.2  
  The end of the Cold War and new challenges to U.S. leadership in the world forced the nation 
to redefi ne its foreign policy and global role.     Chapters   28   ,    29   ,    30     

   I.  The Reagan administration pursued a reinvigorated anti-Communist and interventionist foreign 
policy that set the tone for later administrations.  pp.  868 – 869 , 873–874 

   II.  Following the attacks of September 11, 2001, U.S. foreign policy and military involvement focused 
on a war on terrorism, which also generated debates about domestic security and civil rights.  pp.  922 – 926 , 928–934 

  Key Concept 9.3  
  Moving into the 21st century, the nation continued to experience  challenges stemming from 
social, economic, and demographic changes.     Chapters   28   ,    29   ,    30     

   I.  The increasing integration of the U.S. into the world economy was  accompanied by economic 
instability and major policy, social, and e nvironmental challenges. 

 pp.  878 – 880 , 
 895 – 896 , 899,  911 – 917  

   II.  The U.S. population continued to undergo signifi cant demographic shifts that had profound 
cultural and political consequences.  pp.  884 – 885 ,  904  
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