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What makes a good community?
Think about your community. Then write about people and 
places you see around you and what you do on a typical day in 
your community.

Our Communities
Chapter

1

Texas Essential Knowledge and Skills

1.A Describe how individuals, events, and ideas have changed communities, past and present.
2.A Identify reasons people have formed communities, including a need for security, religious freedom, 
law, and material well-being.
2.B Identify ways in which people in the local community and other communities meet their needs for 
government, education, communication, transportation, and recreation.
2.C Compare ways in which various other communities meet their needs.
3.A Use vocabulary related to chronology, including past, present, and future times.
5.A Use cardinal and intermediate directions to locate places on maps and globes such as the Rocky 
Mountains, the Mississippi River, and Austin, Texas, in relation to the local community.
5.B Use a scale to determine the distance between places on maps and globes.
5.C Identify and use the compass rose, grid system, and symbols to locate places on maps and globes.
5.D Create and interpret maps of places and regions that contain map elements, including a title, 
compass rose, legend, scale, and grid system.
6.A Identify ways of earning, spending, saving, and donating money.
17.D Use various parts of a source, including the table of contents, glossary, and index as well as 
keyword Internet searches, to locate information.
17.E Interpret and create visuals, including graphs, charts, tables, timelines, illustrations, and maps.
17.F Use appropriate mathematical skills to interpret social studies information such as maps and graphs.
18.B Use technology to create written and visual materials such as poems, pictures, maps, and graphic 
organizers to express ideas.
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Different 
Communities
Exploring Nearby Communities 

“I guess I live in a suburban neighborhood!” 
says Casey. “I never really thought about the 
difference.” Casey lives in Arizona. He has been 
learning a lot in school about different types 
of communities. Some are urban communities, 
or areas in large cities. Then there are suburban 
communities, or smaller towns that are located 
near large cities. Farther away in the countryside 
where there is a lot of open space, there are rural 
communities. Now that Casey has learned about 
all of these communities, he wants to see for 
himself what they are like. 

The first stop on Casey’s community tour of 
Arizona is an urban community. Casey loves the 
downtown area. “There’s always something to do,” 
he says as he walks downtown with his mother. 
Casey looks around and sees people shopping, 
going to work, visiting museums, and walking their 
dogs. There are so many tall buildings. It seems like 
there are buses, cars, taxis, and trains everywhere! 

19

Casey visited three different types of communities in Arizona.

Lesson 1 What Makes a Community?
Lesson 2 Where Communities Are 

Located
Lesson 3 Three Types of Communities

ESS16_TX_SE03_C01_OP.indd   19 25/02/14   10:56 PM



Suburban communities, like Chandler, 
Arizona, have many houses with yards 
and driveways. 

Casey enjoys looking at all of the tall 
buildings. 

20

More than 1 million people live in this urban 
community. Casey understands why so many 
people enjoy living in the city. Everything is so 
close! There are also many ways to have fun. 
“When it’s hot, I can cool off in the city fountains!”

The next stop on Casey’s tour is Chandler, a suburb 
that is also his hometown. Chandler is very close 
to the city. It is only about 25 miles away. Almost 
250,000 people live in Chandler. Many people like 
living there because it is very easy to travel into the 
city. There are nearby highways that lead right into 
the city, or people can take a bus or train. “When we 
go downtown, it doesn’t take very long,” Casey says, 
walking around his suburban neighborhood. “But 
staying close to home is fun, too.” 

The streets of Chandler are much different from 
the streets in the city. The buildings are not as close 
together, and there are not a lot of crowds. Only a 
few people are crossing the street. Some people are 
walking in and out of the small shops. Casey then 
notices some children riding their bicycles toward 
a park. As Casey and his mother walk toward the 
playground, he sees a family playing with their dog 
in their front yard. There is definitely a lot more 
space here to run around! 

Casey climbs on the 
playground equipment in 
Chandler, Arizona.
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Casey and his grandpa like taking walks 
around the farm. 

Some rural communities have farms with 
many animals, like horses. 

21

The final stop on Casey’s tour is a rural 
community. This community is in the countryside, 
where towns are very small. Fewer than 1,500 
people live there. Many people live and work 
on farms. People in cities and suburbs depend 
on these farms for fresh fruits and vegetables. 
“My grandpa lives in a rural community,” says 
Casey. “He has the best peaches I’ve ever tasted! 
And lots of horses I can pet.” 

Casey and his grandpa take a walk toward the 
horses. As he sees the horses in the distance, Casey 
is amazed by all of the open space. Many people 
enjoy living here because there is so much peace 
and quiet. “I have more elbow room,” says Casey’s 
grandpa. “I like to relax and slow down out here.” 
But his grandpa does enjoy visiting the suburbs or 
the city every now and then, too.

So, which community does Casey like best?  
“I liked touring all of these communities.” says 
Casey. “They all have something special. They all 
have what it takes to make a good community!” 

Think About It Based on this story, do you think you 
would like to live in a community different from your own? 
As you read the chapter ahead, think about what makes 
your community special. 

Casey always enjoys 
petting the horses on his 
grandpa’s farm.

Go online to access your 
interactive digital lesson. 
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Communities near Lake 
Michigan have water 
resources for fishing.

Where do you live? That’s easy! You live in a 
community. A community is a place where people 
live, work, and have fun together. Communities 
are alike in many ways. People in communities 
help each other. They care about the safety of their 
communities. They follow laws, or rules, to make 
their communities safe places to live, work, and 
play. Many people have jobs or businesses. For fun, 
people join clubs and sports teams, go shopping, 
and see movies. 

Why Communities Are Formed
People have settled in communities for many 

reasons. Some communities were formed so that 
people could be safe and have rules to follow. 
As new areas of our country were settled, people 
created laws and set up governments. Austin was 
formed to be the capital of the Republic of Texas. 
Other communities were formed so that people 
could be free to practice their religion. The Pilgrims 
came to this land to practice their religion freely. 

People have also formed communities looking 
for material well-being, or the chance to live 
comfortably. Some settlers settled communities 

These are pictures of the same community. Think about 
which picture is from the past and which is from the present.

What  
Makes a 
Communit y?

Lesson 1
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I will know ways in 
which communities are the 
same and different.

Vocabulary

UN
LOCK

community
location
natural 
resource

region

mineral
diverse
culture

because of their location, or where they were. 
They chose areas with good natural resources, 
or something in nature that is useful to people. 
Having bodies of water nearby offered food and 
enjoyment. Farmers settled where there was good 
soil to help them grow crops and raise animals. 

Trees were also an important land resource. 
People used trees for building homes, schools, and 
stores. As people kept building, their communities 
continued to grow. All of these things contributed 
to their material well-being.

1.  Main Idea and Details Identify two more 
details to support the main idea. Then fill in the chart.

Label the picture from the past with a 1. Label the 
picture from the present with a 2.

People settle in communities where there are good 
natural resources for their material well-being.

Farmers can work in 
communities that have 
good soil.

Go online to access your 
interactive digital lesson. 

TEKS

TEKS

1.A, 2.A, 2.B, 3.A, 6.A, 17.D

ESS16_TX_SE03_C01_L01.indd   23 26/03/14   7:53 AM



24

Communities in Regions
Communities have been settled in all 50 states 

of the United States. Some states are located in the 
North, the South, the East, or the West. Some states 
are in the middle of our country, too! Different 
groups of states are located in different regions.  
A region is an area with common features that set 
it apart from other places. 

Some states are located in regions where there 
are many mountains. The Rocky Mountains are 
some of the highest in the United States. People like 
to settle near the mountains because of some of the 
activities they can enjoy there. They can ski and sled 
in winter. In summer, they can go camping, hiking 
or mountain climbing. 

Beach communities can be found in some 
regions along the shoreline, near the coasts. Some 
people settle there because they enjoy swimming 
or surfing. Others settle near the shoreline because 
of jobs they can do there. People can work in 
restaurants that serve the seafood from the ocean.

Some regions have communities located near 
mineral resources such as coal or iron. A mineral 
is a resource that does not come from an animal or 
a plant. Businesses that produce items made with 
minerals are located in these communities. 

A community in the mountains

A community 
near a beach

ESS16_TX_SE03_C01_L01.indd   24 25/02/14   8:05 PM



25

People in Communities
People all over the world form 

communities. Many people in 
communities have jobs to earn money. 
Some work as doctors, teachers, car 
mechanics, police officers, or mail 
carriers. When people are not working, 
they enjoy different activities. People 
might participate in their favorite 
activities, such as gardening, riding 
bicycles, or playing a sport. Others might try  
new activities they have never done before.

Many communities have diverse, or different, 
cultures. Culture is the way of life of a group of people. 
Some communities hold festivals, parades, and fairs 
to honor these cultures. San Marcos, Texas, is proud of 
its diverse community. Every year it hosts the Sacred 
Springs Powwow. This celebrates American Indian 
culture, through food, dancing, and the arts.

2. Fill in the chart with examples that describe  
your community. 

The Powwow is a dance from 
the American Indian culture.

My Community

Land 
Resources

Water 
Resources

Work Activities
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Communities Change Over Time
Communities change over time. What was once an 

open field may be a parking lot in the present, or today. A 
small town could grow into a big city as more people settle 
there. New and different businesses open. A shop that sold 
farm supplies in the past may now be a computer store. 

One thing has not changed over time: people in every 
kind of community want to make the community a 
better place. They might work at food banks or pick up 
litter to improve their communities. 

You can find out how your community was settled 
and how it has changed. Read about your community. 
Compare and contrast visuals, such as images or 
maps, from the past and present. Interview people who 
have lived in your community for a long time. 

3. Compare the maps. Describe how events or ideas 
may have changed the Capitol area from the past to  
the present.

Capitol Square, Austin, Texas Capitol Complex, Austin, Texas
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4.  Generalize Identify one fact that supports this 
generalization: Individuals in a community have ideas to 
help make it a better place.

5.   Main Idea and Details Describe two ways that communities can grow 
and change over time.

6.   Identify three jobs people in your community have to  
earn money. Describe how these jobs make your  
community a better place.

7. Use a keyword search to research communities with green spaces in Texas. 
Use the information you find to make a video or podcast that describes how 
technology and programs have changed these communities.

Go online to access your 
interactive digital lesson. 

  TEKS 1.A, 2.B, 6.A, 17.D
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Generalize
A generalization is a broad statement that tells how 

different ideas or facts are alike in some way. Look at 
the chart below and read the three facts. Each fact tells 
a different way people use trees to meet their needs. 
Now read the generalization. The generalization is a 
statement made about all of the facts. It tells how the 
facts are alike: people use trees to meet their needs. 

Reading Skills

People use trees to get 
food they need.

Fact Fact Fact

People use trees for fuel 
they need.

People use trees to build 
houses they need.

People use trees to meet their needs. 
Generalization
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Read the newspaper article about Maple City.  
Then answer the questions.

 Soccer season starts this Saturday 
in Maple City! The town just 
finished building a new soccer 
field. Now there are two large 
soccer fields: one for the girls’ 
team and one for the boys’ team. 
Since there are two fields, each 
team has enough time to practice. 
People in the community also 
raised money to pay for new 
equipment and uniforms for both 
teams. Maple City is a great place 
to play soccer!

1. Identify and underline two facts about soccer in Maple City.

2. Identify and circle the generalization in the article that tells 
how these facts are alike. 

3. Write three facts to support this generalization:  
My community is a great place to live. 

A soccer game in Maple City

Learning Objective
I will know how to generalize 
based on facts.

Maple City News

Go online to access your 
interactive digital lesson. 

TEKS

SS 2.B Identify ways in which people in the local 
community and other communities meet their needs for 
government, education, communication, transportation, 
and recreation.
ELA 2.B Locate facts and details about stories and 
other texts and support answers with evidence.
ELA 13.A Identify the details or facts that support the 
main idea.
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We live here!
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People can use maps or a globe to find a 
community’s location. Satellites in space take 
pictures of Earth that are used by global positioning 
systems (GPS) that help drivers find places.

Maps and Globes
A globe is a three-dimensional model of Earth. 

It shows the land and the oceans. Because a globe 
is shaped like a ball, you can only see one half of it 
at a time.

Maps are two-dimensional images of Earth. 
Some maps show the whole Earth. Some maps only 
show parts of Earth. There are many kinds of maps 
used for different purposes. Some maps show you 
where different streets are. Other maps show you 
where different types of landforms are.

When you take the round surface of Earth and 
make it flat on a map, distortion happens. When 
something is distorted, it looks different from its 
real size and shape. 

1. Look at a map of the United States and a globe. 
Locate Texas on both.

Look at the map. Draw a line to show how the bus 
gets to the library. 

Where 
Communities 
Are Located

Lesson 2
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I will know how to use 
different types of maps.

Vocabulary

UN
LOCK

cardinal 
direction

intermediate 
direction

symbol 

relative 
location

absolute 
location

hemisphere

Elements of Maps and Globes
Maps and globes have many elements. The title 

of a map tells what the map shows. The title of the 
map on this page is Texas. Compass roses show 
directions on both maps and globes. The compass 
rose on this map shows cardinal directions: 
north (N), south (S), east (E), and west (W). It also 
shows intermediate directions. Intermediate 
directions are northeast (NE), southeast (SE), 
northwest (NW), and southwest (SW). 

Maps and globes can have symbols, too. 
Each symbol stands for something. The 
key, or legend, explains what the symbols 
stand for. A scale shows how to measure 
the real distance between two places on a 
map or globe.

2. Identify and circle the map elements. Then 
identify the same elements on a globe.

3. Locate and label your community on the 
map. Then find it on a globe. Use cardinal 
and intermediate directions to write how 
to get from your community to Austin, Texas.

Go online to access your 
interactive digital lesson. 

TEKS

TEKS

5.A, 5.B, 5.C, 5.D, 17.E, 17.F, 18.B
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Measuring Distance
A scale allows you to measure the real distances 

between places on a map or globe. Here’s how. 
First, put a ruler or tape measure just below the line 
on a map or globe scale. Find out how many inches 
long the line is. Then, read the number on the 
map or globe scale to tell how many miles 1 inch 
stands for. Next, use the ruler or tape measure 
to determine the distance between the two cities. 
Then, count the number of inches between them. 
Finally, do the math. On the map, 1 inch stands 
for 600 miles. If there are 2 inches between cities, 
multiply 600 miles per inch by 2 inches. The actual 
distance between cities is 1,200 miles.

4. Use the map scale to determine the distance 
between Houston and Washington, D.C. Then find 
the scale on a globe. Determine the distance 
between Austin and New York City on the globe.
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Grid Maps
You can use a grid to find places on a 

map. A grid is a pattern of lines that forms 
squares. Each row of squares on a grid map 
has a letter, and each column of squares has 
a number.

Look at the grid map of San Antonio, 
Texas. It shows old buildings and monuments 
called landmarks, museums, and other places 
in the city. You can use the grid to help find 
these places. Put your finger on the letter C. 
Then move your finger to the right into  
Box 1. The location of the River Walk is C1.

5. Locate the Alamo.  

Absolute and Relative Location
You can describe the location of a place in two ways. 

You can use the directions in the compass rose. You can 
say that San Antonio is southwest of Austin. This is the 
relative location, or a description of where a place 
is in relation to other places. To describe the absolute 
location, you tell exactly where a place is located on 
Earth. You can find the absolute location of a place by 
using latitude and longitude on a map or globe. These 
imaginary lines create a grid on a globe. The equator 
is a line of latitude that divides Earth into two parts, 
or hemispheres, called the Northern and Southern 
hemispheres.

6. Use the map on the previous page and a globe to 
describe to a partner how to locate the Rocky 
Mountains and the Mississippi River in relation to your 
community. Use cardinal and intermediate directions. 
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Regions Maps
A region is an area with common features that 

set it apart from other areas. The world is made up 
of different regions. A country can be made up of 
different regions, too. Cartographers use software 
to create maps of regions with the same elements 
they use to make maps of places: title, compass rose, 
legend, scale, and grid system. Look at the map 
below. It shows the five regions of the United States.

7. Read the title and use the legend to locate and 
circle the region that includes Texas. 

8. Plan a trip to three regions and draw the route on 
the map. Use the scale to measure the distances 
and use the compass rose to determine the 
directions you would travel. Write the directions 
and distances on the route.
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Some maps of regions show the different places that 
make up the region. Others can show the geographic 
features of the region, such as mountains. The Grand 
Canyon is a well-known geographic feature in the 
Southwest. See if you can locate it on the map above.

9. Use the grid system and legend to locate the highest 
point in the Southwest region.   
Describe its location in relation to other geographic 
features. 

10. Create a map of the Northeast region. Be sure to include 
map elements, including a title, compass rose, legend, 
scale, and grid system. 
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Rocky Mountains
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Different Types of Maps and Globes
As you have seen in this lesson, there are many 

kinds of maps and they are used for many different 
purposes. One type of map or globe is a political map 
or globe. A political map can show country and state 
boundaries, or borders. You can also find major cities 
and capitals on a political map. The maps on pages 31 
and 32 are political maps.

Another type of map or globe is a physical map or 
globe. You can find valleys, mountains, plains, and 
deserts on a physical map. You can also find bodies of 
water, such as rivers, lakes, and oceans. Different colors 
are used on the map to show different land heights, or 
elevations. For example, valleys have lower elevations 
than mountains. Therefore, valleys are shaded in a 
different color than mountains. The map legend tells 
which colors show lower and higher elevations.

11. Think about a map you would like to create. List the 
title and the symbols you would add to the legend. 
Describe the other elements you would include.
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12. Locate and circle the 
region of Texas with the 
highest elevation. Then 
determine the distance 
between Austin and 
Lubbock using the scale.

13.  Generalize Different maps are used for different purposes. Write a sentence 
describing what you learned that supports this generalization.

14.   Suppose someone was looking for your community on  
a map. Describe the relative location of your community.

15. Use an online map-building tool to create a map of Texas. Include all map 
elements, such as title, compass rose, legend, grid, and scale. Show your town 
or city, the state capital, and at least three physical features that are important 
to the state.

Go online to access your 
interactive digital lesson. 

  TEKS 5.A, 5.D, 17.E,  
18.B
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Map Skills

Latitude and Longitude
The absolute location tells where exactly a place 

is located on Earth. To find absolute location on a 
map or globe, you use lines of latitude and longitude. 
These imaginary lines form a grid system on 
maps and globes. The equator is a line of latitude. 
Lines of latitude start at zero at the equator and 
are numbered in degrees north (N) and south (S). 
The prime meridian is a line of longitude. Lines of 
longitude start at zero at the prime meridian and are 
numbered in degrees east (E) and west (W). Look at 
the two globes to see lines of latitude and longitude.  

Now look at the map below. Place your finger on 
New Orleans. Now look to see which lines of latitude 
and longitude are nearest to the city. That is New 
Orleans's absolute location. It is 30° N and 90° W.
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Learning Objective
I will know how to find the absolute 
location of a place on a map.

Review the map below. Then answer the questions.

1. Locate and circle the city on the map below that is closest 
to 30° N and 80° W.

2. Identify which lines of latitude and longitude you would cross 
if you traveled along the route from Boston to Little Rock.

3. Identify which lines make up the grid system on maps and globes.

4. On a globe, determine whether Dallas or Houston is closer 
to 30° N latitude.

TEKS

SS 5.C Identify and use the grid system to locate places 
on maps and globes.
SS 17.E Interpret visuals, including maps.
ELA 15.B Locate and use specific information in 
graphic features of text.

Go online to access your 
interactive digital lesson. 
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A tractorcade moves 
through a rural community.

What kind of community do you live in? If your 
community is in the countryside where there is plenty 
of open space, then you live in a rural community. 
If you live in a large city, you live in an urban 
community. If you live in a suburban community, 
you live near a large city. 

Rural Communities
Belle Plaine, Iowa, is a rural community. It is in 

the countryside. Belle Plaine is in Benton County. It is 
about 40 miles southwest of Cedar Rapids, Iowa. 

Today about 3,000 people live in Belle Plaine. They 
like to get together and have fun during the year.  
On the Fourth of July, there are fireworks, music, and a 
parade. One special kind of parade is a tractorcade.  
More than 500 tractors parade through  
Belle Plaine and other rural  
communities in Iowa!

Mark an X in the box next to the picture that shows the 
kind of community you live in.

Three  
Types of 
Communities

Lesson 3
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I will know what 
rural, suburban, and urban 
communities are like.

Vocabulary

UN
LOCK

rural
urban
suburban

You often see farms in rural 
communities.

Rural communities have their own mayors and 
other government officials to make and enforce laws, 
or rules, for their community. Local governments 
also provide services, such as schools, for their 
towns. Some towns have their own schools, while 
others share schools. Many rural communities have 
the technology to connect to the Internet quickly or 
use cell phones, but others do not. People in these 
communities use slower dial-up phone lines to 
connect to the Internet. Rural communities have 
local newspapers that share information.

Some people in rural communities are 
farmers. Farmers grow crops like corn that 
people in larger towns and cities depend on.

People in rural communities depend on other 
communities, too. They travel to suburban or 
urban communities to buy the things that they 
need. In some places, people can travel by bus. 
In others, people need to drive their own cars.

1. Describe what you might see in a rural community. 

Go online to access your 
interactive digital lesson. 

TEKS

TEKS

2.B, 2.C, 17.D, 17.E
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Suburban Communities
Alamo Heights, Texas is a suburban community. 

It is about 5 miles away from San Antonio. Today 
about 7,300 people live in Alamo Heights. 

In Alamo Heights and other suburban 
communities, there are many houses with yards 
lining the streets. You might also expect to see 
a library, a post office, schools, stores, a movie 
theater, and parks there. Take a short drive, and 
you will find a large shopping mall. 

Suburban communities have their own 
governments to make their local laws. People in 
suburban communities are often proud of where 
they live. When there is litter on the streets of 
Alamo Heights, for example, people help clean it 
up. They cut the grass and clean streets, just like 
people in other suburban communities do.

People work together to keep 
their community clean.
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There are plenty of activities to keep children busy 
in suburban communities. They can go for a swim at 
the community pool or play basketball in a local park. 
They can also join a soccer or baseball team.

People in suburban communities get news about 
their town from local newspapers, on the Internet, or 
on television.

Many people who live in suburban communities 
work in a nearby city. Some people who live in Alamo 
Heights work in San Antonio. While some drive their 
cars or trucks on busy highways, others choose to take 
an express bus to work.

People began moving to suburban communities 
to get away from the crowded cities. New highways 
helped suburban communities grow. People could get 
to the city safely and quickly, so living in the suburbs 
became more popular. 

2.          Generalize Identify and list two facts that 
support this generalization: There are many activities that 
children in suburban communities can enjoy. 

People in suburbs use highways to get to and from the city.
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Urban Communities
Many people live, work, and play in 

urban communities like San Francisco, 
California. About 800,000 people live in San 
Francisco. Most live in apartment buildings 
and row houses. Row houses share walls. 

In San Francisco and other cities, people 
work in tall buildings, or skyscrapers. Many 
people from suburban communities travel 
to cities to work. Once inside the city, people 
can use public transportation to get around. 
The city of San Francisco has cable cars. 
Other cities may use subways. 

There are many things to do for fun in 
a city. People can shop in stores or visit 
museums. In urban areas, people have 
access to technology. Internet and cell 
phones help make communication easier.

San Francisco
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4.  Generalize Write a generalization about transportation in an urban 
community. Then identify two facts to support your generalization. 

5.    Describe the type of community you live in. Explain  
how your community is similar to and different from one  
of the other types of communities.

6. In this lesson, you learned what makes up different communities. Use a keyword 
search to research your community and the community of Fort Yukon, Alaska. 
Compare how each community meets its needs, such as education, government, 
and natural resources. Draw a Venn diagram comparing the two communities. 

Like other communities, an urban community has 
its own local government and schools. In a city, a 
mayor and a city council are elected to make laws.

3.  3. Compare and Contrast Analyze the chart on  
the previous page. Then underline the words in the chart 
that show how the population in each type of community 
is different.

Go online to access your 
interactive digital lesson. 

 TEKS 2.B, 2.C, 17.D
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Chapter 1

TEKS Practice

Lesson 1

What Makes a Community?

1. Draw a picture that describes how a community can change 
over time.

      Then Now

2. Identify and write three reasons why people form and settle 
communities.

TEKS 1.A, 2.B
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Lesson 2

Where Communities Are Located 

3. Look at the political map below. Identify and underline the map 
scale. Use the map legend to identify and locate the state 
capital. Circle the capital. Identify the title of the map and draw 
a star next to it.

4. Use symbols to locate and identify two cities in North America 
on a globe.

5. Describe the relative location of your community using cardinal 
and intermediate directions to two other cities in Texas.

 

TEKS 5.A, 5.B, 5.C, 5.D
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Chapter 1

TEKS Practice

Lesson 3

Three Types of Communities

6. Compare how the different types of communities meet 
their needs.

7. List three activities people can do for fun in a suburban 
community. 

8. Read the question and circle the best answer.

Identify one way people in communities meet their need for 
communication.

A movie theaters

B public transportation

C local newspapers

D highways

TEKS 2.B, 2.C

ESS16_TX_SE03_C01_TEKSPR.indd   48 3/14/14   10:50 AM



Go online to write and illustrate 
your own myStory Book using the 
myStory Ideas from this chapter.
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What makes a good 
community?

In this chapter, you have learned about communities and 
where they are located. People live in rural, suburban, and 
urban communities. In each type of community, people 
work together to make it a better place to live.

Think about your community. Write about what you can do 
to make it a better place to live. 

Now draw a picture of people in your community who work 
to make it a better place to live.  

TEKS

Go online to access your 
interactive digital lesson. 

SS 1.A

ELA 17
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