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Teaching Plan

Atlas mundial presents
detailed maps of eight
regions of the world,
along with map-reading
strategies and fun facts
about world landmarks.

Nonfiction Genre
• Reference

Nonfiction Features
• Captions
• Contents
• Headings
• Index
• Inset Text
• Italics
• Labels
• Maps
• User’s Guide

Text Structure
• Enumerative

Vocabulary
• atlas
• lugares de interés
• fronteras
• capital

Comprehension
• Use Graphic Sources

Writing
• Write a reference text.

Content Area
Connections: Geography
• Understand that maps show

where places are located.
• Recognize that the world is made

up of different regions.

Curriculum Support
You may want to use Atlas mundial
when teaching the following social
studies topics:
• Map and globe skills
• Regions of the world

Cross-Text Reading
• Conoce a Erdene, Cruzando el

Atlántico: La historia de una familia,
Costas cambiantes, Festividades,
Camino a la escuela, ¡A jugar!
Juegos del mundo entero, Ellos 
trabajaron juntos, and En la granja,
iOpeners Grade 2 social studies
titles; and Viaje a los jardines 
submarinos, El coco: ¿semilla o
fruta?, and Cómo cambia la Tierra,
iOpeners Grade 2 science titles



Introduce the Book1
Introduce the Nonfiction Genre:
Reference
• Display the book cover to students, and read the title

and the author’s name. Explain that an atlas is a special
kind of reference book that contains many different
maps. Have students page through the book. Point 
out that in addition to maps, the book contains text 
and photographs designed to help readers better
understand the maps.

• Remind students that reference texts are used differently
than other kinds of nonfiction texts. Reference books are
not normally read from cover to cover; instead, readers
search for specific pieces of information in the book. In
this case, Atlas mundial would help someone who needs
to find the location of a country or landmark.

• ¿Cuándo usarías un atlas en lugar de una enciclopedia u
otro tipo de libro de consulta?

Preview and Predict
• Remind students that people use atlases to find

where specific places are located. Have them page
through Atlas mundial and give examples of places
they might locate in the book (countries, capital
cities, oceans). Then have students list locations that
may not be found in this particular atlas (small
towns, streets, parks). Have them determine what
other types of reference books might help them find
those locations.

• Ahora que sabemos qué tipo de información encon-
traremos en Atlas mundial, ¿cuáles tres sitios o lugares
de interés te gustaría encontrar en el libro?

Activate or Build Background
• Display a map or globe to students. Encourage them

to discuss when and why maps are used. Have them
name people who they think might use a map.

• Have students brainstorm different types of maps
they’ve seen before, such as road maps, world maps,
maps of a zoo or amusement park, and so on.
Encourage students to compare and contrast the types
of maps they know and to discuss how and why each
type of map is used.

Introduce Vocabulary
You may want to introduce the following words
before reading:

• atlas: un libro que tiene mapas

• lugares de interés: edificios o sitios que son 
importantes o interesantes

• fronteras: líneas que dividen un país o estado 
de otro

• capital: la ciudad donde trabajan los líderes de 
un país o estado



LEARN ABOUT BOOK ORGANIZATION

FOCUS ON NONFICTION FEATURES

• Contents: Turn to the contents on page 2. Explain that the contents shows readers
how a book is organized. Readers can find a particular section of a book by turning to
the page number listed for that section.

• User’s guide: Have students turn to the user’s guide on pages 4–5. Explain that a user’s
guide tells readers how to use the book. Point out that the map on these two pages is
actually a smaller version of the map on pages 16–17. Demonstrate how the captions
and leader lines explain key features, such as the parts of the map and how the map
key and compass rose work.

• Index: Point out the index on page 24. Tell students that the index lists countries found
in the book in alphabetical order. An index helps readers quickly find the information 
they want to locate without having to read the entire book. Point out that the page
numbers shown after each country name tell readers where information about that
country can be found.

• Labels: Use the labels on the map on pages 8–9 as examples. Explain that labels
identify specific areas and places on each map. Point out that on a map, different sizes
of text are used to label countries, cities, bodies of water, and landforms.

• Captions: Have students turn to page 16. Point out the caption underneath the photo-
graph of the Expreso de Marte. Explain that sometimes captions summarize information
from the main text or a photograph. Other times, as is done here, captions give
additional information not mentioned in the main text.

• Maps: Draw students’ attention to the map of the United States on pages 22–23.
Remind students that maps identify geographic features such as continents, countries,
oceans, rivers, and cities, and show where they are located. A compass rose tells the
directions on a map. A map key explains what the symbols on a map mean. Then point
out the small map at the top of page 22. Explain that this is called a locator map
because it shows where in the world the area in the large map is located. Tell students
that a locator map is included with each of the region maps in this atlas.

How to Read a
Reference Book
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ESL/ELL Strategy

Answers to Student Book Questions
1. Las respuestas variarán pero pueden incluir: La mayoría de la información se 

presenta en mapas en lugar de texto; las entradas no están en orden alfabético.
2. Las respuestas variarán pero pueden incluir: Un mapa incluye una rosa de los

vientos que muestra direcciones, líneas que muestran fronteras, símbolos que 
representan ciudades y lugares de interés y una leyenda que indica lo que 
significan los símbolos.

3. Las respuestas variarán.

USING THE BOOK

Reread the Book
• After students have reread the text, have them complete the graphic

organizer on the back cover to summarize what they have learned.

• Discuss the enumerative text structure of the book. ¿Por qué crees que el libro
está organizado por regiones? ¿Por qué están los capítulos en el orden en el que
aparecen?

• De acuerdo a lo que has leído en este libro, ¿qué región te gustaría más visitar?
¿Por qué? 

Help students determine
what parts of an English
map they can interpret
without a firm grasp of 
the language the map is
written in and which parts
they would need to have
more familiarity with the
language to understand.
Encourage students who
are more proficient in
English to describe some
of the features they might
expect to find on a map of
their country of origin.

• Have students page through the atlas and look at the photographs. ¿Qué información te
dan las fotografías acerca de los lugares en el mapa? ¿Cuáles fotografías son las más útiles?
¿Hay algunas otras fotografías que te gustaría ver incluidas? De ser así, ¿cuáles? Use
Graphic Sources

• Have students turn to page 14 and read the paragraph about Europe. ¿En qué se 
diferencian los países del norte de los países del sur? Then direct students’ attention to 
the map. ¿En qué se parecen Noruega y Suecia? ¿En qué se parecen Portugal y España?
Compare and Contrast

• Localiza tres mapas en el atlas que te den información acerca de Estados Unidos. ¿Cuál
mapa te da información acerca de los países que están alrededor de Estados Unidos? ¿Cuál
mapa te da información acerca de tu estado en particular? ¿Cuál mapa o mapas te dicen
en qué continente vives? ¿Algunos de los mapas te dan el mismo tipo de información?
Explica tu respuesta. Synthesize

• Have students use the index to locate the name of a country they would like to find 
on a map. Then have them turn to the correct page and use the map to locate the
country. Using the words primero, después, luego, and finalmente, have students make a
list of steps they followed to find the information they needed. Sequence of Events



Learn Through the Text3

WRITING Write a Reference Text

Have students use what they have learned about reading and interpreting maps
to create a map of your school’s campus.

• Have students decide which locations and landmarks (buildings, playground,
sidewalks, parking lot, main entrance, etc.) to include on the map. Keep a list
of the items on the chalkboard.

• Decide which items should be represented by symbols. Have students work in
pairs or groups to develop a symbol for each item. As a class, create a map key.

• Use a compass to pinpoint which side of the campus is the northernmost side.
Draw an outline of the campus on a large sheet of posterboard. Mark and label
the streets that run along the outline of the campus. Then mark the campus
locations and landmarks on the outline, making sure the items on the north
side of the campus are at the top of the map.

• Have students indicate where to place the different location and landmark
names and symbols. (Use sticky notes to temporarily mark the names and sym-
bols, as students may want to adjust their positions.) When their positions have
been finalized, mark the locations and landmarks on the map. Add the map key
and a compass rose.

• Offer the map to the school office so that it can be used to direct visitors
around the campus.

COMPREHENSION: Use Graphic
Sources
• Tell students that information in a book can come

from maps, charts, diagrams, and other graphic
sources as well as from text. Remind them that in
this book, information comes primarily from maps.

• Have students turn to the map of North America 
on pages 8–9. Discuss what readers learn from the
map that they don’t learn from the text.

• Ask students to describe how the symbols on 
the map and the map key provide information. 
¿En qué se diferenciaría leer el mapa si no se usaran 
los símbolos y la leyenda del mapa?

• Have students page through the rest of the book
and talk about the importance of the maps on the
pages. ¿En qué se diferenciaría el libro si no tuviera
mapas? ¿Qué información no tendrías si no vieras los
mapas?

SOCIAL STUDIES: Landmarks 
and Location
Use Atlas mundial to reinforce the concept of landmarks
in a region.

• Tell students that a landmark is a building or place
that is important or interesting to people. Ask them to
give examples of landmarks they know or have visited.

• Divide students into groups and assign each group
one of the regions covered in Atlas mundial. Have
each group make a list of the landmarks pictured on
the page or pages containing the map of its region.

• Ask each group to find the landmarks on the map.
Have the groups describe what the map tells them
about the landmarks’ locations. (For example, Machu
Picchu is in the mountains.)

• Have groups do research in the library or on the
Internet to find out more about their landmarks.
Encourage students to discover why the landmarks
are important to the region in which they are located.

• Have groups make a list of what they learn about
their landmarks, and allow them to share the
information with each other.
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