
Teaching Plan

Nonfiction Genre
• Reference

Nonfiction Features
• Boldface
• Charts and Tables
• Diagrams
• Headings
• Italics

Text Structure
• Enumerative
• Description

Vocabulary
• geografía
• medio ambiente
• canal
• humedad
• horizontales
• verticales
• crestas
• picos

Comprehension
• Identify Text Organization 

and Structure

Writing
• Write a reference guide.

Content Area Connections:
Geography
• Define terms that describe

regions, climates, and landforms.
• Identify terms that describe

resources, cities, and settlements.

Curriculum Support
You may want to use Diccionario de
términos geográficos when teaching
the following social studies topics:
• Geographical regions and 

landforms
• Settlements and natural resources

Cross-Text Reading
• Volcanes, an iOpeners Grade 4 

science title; Parques nacionales
and En las montañas, iOpeners
Grade 4 social studies titles

EDL Level 40

Guided Reading Level T

Lexile® Measure NP

From acantilado to
volcán, Diccionario de
términos geográficos
provides definitions
and illustrations of
many common and
not-so-common 
geographical terms. 
The introduction helps
readers understand
what geography is 
and how to use 
the dictionary.



Introduce the Book1
Introduce the Nonfiction Genre: Reference
• Display the book cover, and read the title and the authors’ names. 

Explain to students that the purpose of reference materials is to provide
information about particular subjects that can be quickly located and
understood by the reader.

• Tell students that dictionary reference books are organized with
alphabetical entries. Guide words are often included to help readers 
find the page for a specific entry.

• Add that the author of a dictionary may use features such as boldfaced
and italicized words, tables, diagrams, maps, photographs, and
pronunciation guides to further explain information.

Preview and Predict
• Direct students’ attention to the contents on page 2, and have them read

it. Have students scan the pages in the book to preview the photographs,
diagrams, and other information.

• ¿Cómo crees que este libro te ayudará a aprender sobre geografía? Además de
usar este libro para averiguar significados de palabras, ¿para qué otra cosa
podrías usarlo?

Introduce Vocabulary
You may want to introduce the following words and
concepts before reading:

• geografía: el estudio de la superficie, el clima, los
continentes, los países, la gente, los recursos natu-
rales, las industrias y los productos de la Tierra

• medio ambiente: entorno físico que afecta el
desarrollo de los seres vivos

• canal: tubo o pasaje angosto en la tierra que lleva
líquidos de un lugar a otro

• humedad: vapor de agua en el aire o sobre la
superficie de objetos

• horizontales: de derecha a izquierda o viceversa

• verticales: de arriba a abajo

• crestas: partes superiores largas y angostas de algo

• picos: partes puntiagudas o puntas de montañas 
o colinas

Activate or Build Background
• Display a classroom dictionary. Discuss with students

times when they have used a dictionary. Have
students identify the kinds of information readers
can find in a dictionary, such as definitions,
pictures, and pronunciation guides.

• Explain to students that Diccionario de términos
geográficos is a special dictionary that only contains
geography words. Add that geography is the study
of the Earth, its features, and the ways people and
all living and nonliving things affect the Earth.

• Write terms from Diccionario de términos geográfi-
cos on the board, such as fiordo, landa, and
promontorio. Ask if students know what these
terms mean. Tell them that if they were reading
about geography and found an unfamiliar word or
term such as these, they could look up the word in
this dictionary and find a definition.



How to Read a
Reference Book
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FOCUS ATTENTION

LEARN ABOUT BOOK ORGANIZATION

FOCUS ON NONFICTION FEATURES

• Remind students that a reference book is not read from cover to cover. Point out that it is most often
used to find information about a specific topic and that students might only read certain entries.

• Explain that a dictionary of geographical terms is set up just like a classroom dictionary. Review with
students that in a dictionary the entry words, or terms, are presented in alphabetical order and that a
dictionary has guide words, entry words, and a definition of each entry.

• As students use the dictionary, encourage them to think about these questions: ¿De qué manera sirven
de ayuda las palabras guía? ¿Por qué se usan fotografías en este diccionario? ¿Cómo resultan de ayuda?
¿Qué otros elementos del texto se usan? ¿Qué otra información se ofrece además de las definiciones?

• Contents: Have students turn to the contents on page 2. Tell students that the contents shows readers
the general organization of a book. Point out that students can find a specific section of the book by
looking at the page numbers listed for each section. Then they can go straight to the section they
want to use.

• Introduction: Ask students to look at the introduction on page 3. Explain that this information tells
what the book is about. It also explains when readers might find it helpful to use this book.

• User’s guide: Draw attention to the user’s guide on page 4. Explain that the user’s guide shows how
the information on each page is organized and how readers can use the features on the page to locate
specific information. A user’s guide may include labels that point out key features, such as guide words,
entry words, and parts of speech.

• Boldface: Direct students’ attention to examples of boldface type on page 6. Explain that boldface is
used to show each entry word defined in the book. Point out that cross-referenced words, such as
desierto and sabana, are shown in a different, smaller boldface type. Explain that a cross-reference is
a word or term for which a definition can be found in another part of the book.

• Italics: Point out the italicized word bayou on page 7. Explain that italics are used in definitions when
the text is referring to a specific word.

• Diagrams: Point out the greenhouse effect diagram on page 13. Explain that a diagram is used to
illustrate how something works or what it is composed of. This diagram helps to show a process.
Have students note how the labels help identify different parts of the diagram.



Write the following
Spanish words in a column
on the chalkboard: acue-
ducto, altitud, atmósfera,
and avalancha. Explain to
students that these words
have cognates in English
(words that look and/or
sound similar). Ask volun-
teers to guess the corre-
sponding English term for
each word, then write the
English term in another
column, next to the
Spanish. Have students
copy both lists in their
notebooks. Ask them to
add to the lists as they
come across other words
in Diccionario de términos
geográficos that have
English cognates.

ESL/ELL Strategy

Answers to Student Book Questions
1. Las entradas están en orden alfabético;

se dan definiciones cortas.
2. Las respuestas variarán.
3. Las respuestas variarán pero pueden

incluir: Muestran cosas difíciles de
describir con texto solamente.

4. En el espacio exterior.
5. Las respuestas variarán.

USING THE BOOK

Reread the Book
• After students reread page 5, distribute a copy of the graphic organizer to

each student. Select seven words from the dictionary and write them on the
chalkboard. Have students look up these words and fill in the information on
their chart. Then ask students to orally summarize how guide words can be
helpful in locating information in a dictionary.

• Talk about the text organization of the book. ¿De qué manera el orden 
alfabético de las palabras y la barra del alfabeto ayudan a los lectores a localizar
información rápidamente?

• Ask students when they might use a geographical dictionary instead of a 
regular dictionary. ¿Por qué la información que encuentras en un diccionario
común podría ser diferente de la información que encuentres en un diccionario
geográfico?

• Tables: Have students turn to page 23 for an example of a table. Explain that a table organizes infor-
mation in a simple, easy-to-read format. Often a table helps readers to compare and contrast related
information. In particular, tables are frequently used to display facts about numbers of things.

• Maps: Use the maps on page 31 as examples. Tell students that maps show information such as the
locations of continents, countries, and oceans. Some kinds of maps show climates, land elevations,
and population densities. Point out that each map in this book has a map key that tells what the 
colors on the map mean.

• Discuss with students the kinds of information they can find in a nonfiction book. Explain that this
nonfiction book presents geographical terms and their definitions. Have students explain how the
authors organized the information. Identify Text Organization and Structure

• Have students look up cañón and mesa. Have them compare and contrast the two landforms.
Compare and Contrast

• Usa los mapas de las páginas 31 y 32 para estudiar el clima y la población de Australia. ¿Por qué piensas
que la población está distribuida de esa manera? Make Inferences

• Write the following words on the chalkboard: monzón, huracán, tifón, tornado, ciclón. Have students
look up the terms they are unfamiliar with. Then, have students decide what category these terms
could be grouped together in. Classify/Categorize



Learn Through the Text3

WRITING

COMPREHENSION: Identify Text
Organization and Structure
• Explain to students that authors organize text in differ-

ent ways. Point out that the text in dictionaries is
always presented in alphabetical order. This makes it
very easy to locate a word for which you need to know
the definition.

• Have students recall the text and design features that
are used to organize the text in Diccionario de términos
geográficos. Invite students to page through the book
as a group and locate any other organizational 
features that they might not have noticed before, such
as the vertical alphabet bar, the alphabet letters that
separate alphabetical sections of text, the guide words,
the typefaces, and the colored bars at the bottom and
top of each page. Make a list of these features on the
chalkboard.

• Have students write short explanations about how
each feature is used and why it might be helpful to a
reader looking for specific information in a hurry.

SOCIAL STUDIES: Geographical
Illustration
Use Diccionario de términos geográficos to reinforce
your teaching of geographical terms that describe
regions, landforms, and cities.

• Write the following list of words on the chalkboard:
océano, costa, playa, montaña, cadena de montañas,
urbano, and isla. Have students define each word.
You may wish to have them use Diccionario de 
términos geográficos as a reference.

• Working in pairs or small groups, have students
make a mural that includes all the terms listed on
the chalkboard.

• Once students have completed their murals, have
them label each geographical term. Display the
murals in the classroom. As new terms are intro-
duced in your studies, have students add art
and/or labels to their murals.

Write a Reference Guide

Have students use what they have learned about reference text to write
a dictionary.

• Brainstorm with students a list of terms from a subject area students
know well, such as playground games or types of clothes. Explain that
the brainstormed terms must be nouns that can be illustrated. Once
the list is complete, assign one or two terms to each student.

• Have students note details and any explanation they will include in
the definition of their assigned term(s).

• Have students use the details to write a clear, brief definition for each
term. Encourage them to use complete sentences.

• Then have students make a good illustration that helps show what
the term means.

• Have students arrange the completed definitions in alphabetical order
and add organizational text features such as guide words and an
alphabet bar on the sides of the pages.

• Bind the pages into a book. Have students present the book to a class
of younger students to use as a reference book. You may wish to have
your students explain the text organization to the class of younger
students.
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Nombre

En la primera columna, escribe las palabras que tu maestro identifica. Luego
completa el cuadro usando información del libro.

Palabra Palabras guía Definición

Copyright © 2006 by Pearson Education, Inc., publishing as Celebration Press, an imprint of Pearson Learning Group, 299 Jefferson Road,
Parsippany, NJ 07054. All rights reserved. No part of this book may be reproduced or transmitted in any form or by any means, electronic or
mechanical, including photocopying, recording, or by any information storage and retrieval system, without permission in writing from the
publisher, except for the Reproducible Graphic Organizer, which may be reproduced for classroom use only. For information regarding
permission(s), write to Rights and Permissions Department.

Lexile is a U.S. registered trademark of MetaMetrics, Inc. All rights reserved.


