
Teaching Plan
EDL Level 30

Guided Reading Level M

Organized in a
question-and-answer
format, Libro del espacio:
Preguntas y respuestas
discusses stars, the Sun,
the Moon, our solar 
system, and space
exploration.

Nonfiction Genre
• Reference

Nonfiction Features
• Captions
• Contents
• Diagrams
• Headings
• Icons
• Introduction
• Italics
• Labels
• Scientific Illustrations
• Star Diagrams
• Tabbing Device
• Time-Lapse Photographs
• Timeline

Text Structure
• Enumerative
• Explanation
• Question-and-Answer

Vocabulary
• producir
• guiar
• órbita
• lejos
• experimentos

Comprehension
• Identify Text Organization 

and Structure

Writing
• Write a reference text.

Content Area Connections:
Earth Science
• Learn about objects in the sky.
• Identify objects in our solar system.
• Understand how exploration has

helped humans learn about
space.

Curriculum Support
You may want to use Libro del 
espacio: Preguntas y respuestas
when teaching the following 
science topics:
• The solar system
• Space exploration

Cross-Text Reading
• Vivir en la Luna, an iOpeners

Grade 2 science title



Introduce the Book1
Introduce the Nonfiction Genre: Reference
• Display the book cover, and read aloud the title and the author’s name.

Explain that the purpose of a reference book is to supply specific
information that a reader may be looking for.

• Explain that the text in a reference book is organized so that the 
reader can easily find information. Point out that reference books are
usually arranged by subject or groups of subjects or in alphabetical
order. Remind students that features such as photographs, diagrams,
captions, and labels help the reader further understand the information
presented.

• ¿Crees que la mayoría de los lectores leerían este libro de cubierta a 
cubierta? ¿Por qué?

Activate or Build Background
• Lead a discussion of what students know about

space. ¿Qué hay en el espacio? ¿En qué planeta vivi-
mos? ¿Qué cosas del espacio podemos ver durante el
día? ¿Qué cosas podemos ver de noche? Begin an 
S-Q-A chart like the one on the back cover and
record students’ observations in the first column, 
as done at right.

• Then ask students what questions they have about
space. Record their questions in the second column
of the chart. (Note: Save the S-Q-A chart for use
after the book has been read.)

Preview and Predict
• Direct students’ attention to the contents on page 2,

and have them read through it. Let students flip
through the book to preview the photographs, 
illustrations, and other information.

• Point out the questions and answers in each 
chapter. ¿Cómo piensas que el formato de preguntas y
respuestas te ayudará a entender mejor la información 
en este libro?

Introduce Vocabulary
You may want to introduce the following words 
before reading:

• producir: hacer o crear algo

• guiar: dirigir en la dirección correcta

• órbita: el camino que un objeto toma cuando viaja
alrededor de algo

• lejos: a mucha distancia

• experimentos: pruebas que se usan para averiguar o
comprobar algo o para ver si una teoría es correcta

Lo que sé 
acerca del 
espacio

Los planetas
están en el 
espacio.

No hay aire en
el espacio.

Los seres
humanos han
viajado por el
espacio.

Lo que quiero
saber acerca 
del espacio

¿Cuál es la tem-
peratura en el
espacio?

¿Por qué brillan
las estrellas?

¿A qué distancia
está la Luna de
la Tierra?

Lo que aprendí
acerca del 
espacio



LEARN ABOUT BOOK ORGANIZATION

LEARN ABOUT BOOK ORGANIZATION

FOCUS ON NONFICTION FEATURES

• Contents: Have students turn to the contents on page 2. Explain that a contents shows readers how
a book is organized. Tell students that they can pick a topic from the contents and find the page
number for that chapter. Then they can go straight to the chapter they want to read.

• Introduction: Have students turn to the introduction on page 3. Explain that this information tells
the reader what the book is going to be about. It sets the stage for the text.

• Headings: Direct students’ attention to page 6. Point out the heading on the page, and remind
students that they saw this heading in the contents. The heading tells the reader that a new topic is
being covered. Have students identify the topic covered in this chapter. Then return to the contents
on page 2, and have students find the chapter “La Luna.” ¿En qué página está? Have students turn to
page 12 and identify the heading found on the page.

• Icons/tabbing device: Turn to page 10. Point out the heading on the page. Then direct students’
attention to the Sun icon at the top of the page. Tell students that this icon and others in the book
form a tabbing device. Explain that this particular icon is found on every page in the “El Sol” 
chapter. Tell students that the icons in a tabbing device help readers keep track of what topic they
are reading about. Explain that each chapter in this book has a different icon. Point out the use of
the same icons in the contents on page 2.

• Star diagrams: Point to the diagram on page 9. Explain that it is a star diagram: an illustration that
shows more clearly the pictures people think stars form. 

• Photographs: Ask students to look at the photograph of the Moon’s surface on the bottom of 
page 12. Explain that photographs are used to show what the text is explaining or describing. This
photograph helps the reader understand what a crater looks like.

• Time-lapse photographs: Direct students’ attention to the three photographs on page 15. Explain
that time-lapse photographs are photographs taken of the same object over a period of time. These
photographs show how the Moon looks at different times during a month. Time-lapse photographs
can be used to compare and contrast how something changes over time.

• Labels: Direct students’ attention to the labels on pages 16 and 17. Explain that labels are used in
photographs and diagrams. They help the reader identify different things in a picture. Point out that
a line goes from the label to the object to be sure that the reader does not get confused.

• Captions: Help students identify the caption on page 20. Explain that captions provide information
about illustrations and photographs. Sometimes they point out something new about a photograph
or illustration, and sometimes they summarize information already discussed in the main text.

• Timeline: Point out the timeline on page 24. Explain that a timeline displays information in the order
in which it happened. Tell students that many times timelines are organized in a line and run from
left to right. This timeline is read from top to bottom, starting with the earliest date and moving
down to the year 2000.

How to Read a
Reference Book
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ESL/ELL Strategy

Answers to Student Book Questions
1. El capítulo sobre la Luna que empieza en la página 12.
2. Las respuestas variarán pero pueden incluir: Estudiar el espacio ayuda a los

científicos a aprender más acerca de la Tierra.
3. Las respuestas variarán.

USING THE BOOK

Reread the Book
• After students reread the text, help them complete the S-Q-A chart they

started in the Activate or Build Background section. 

• Talk about the text structure of the book. ¿El formato de preguntas y respuestas
fue la mejor manera de organizar la información? ¿Por qué?

• Ask students to identify a list of questions they would like answered in the 
next edition of this book. ¿Por qué se necesitaría una nueva edición de este libro
en algunos años?

Sketch the solar system
from pages 18 and 19 onto
the chalkboard, labeling
the planets and the Sun in
Spanish. Say: Does anyone
know the English word for
Sol? Have a volunteer write
the word Sun above the
label Sol. Continue in this
manner, asking for the
English name for each 
planet. If no one volunteers
the English name, add it
yourself, saying the name
aloud and having students
repeat after you. Once all
of the English names have
been added to the board,
have students copy the
solar system into their 
notebooks with both the
English and Spanish labels.

• Discuss with students the kind of information they might find in a reference book. Explain that this
reference book presents facts about space. Using pages 4 and 5 as examples, have students describe
how the author organized the information. Be sure students pay attention to the role that headings
and subheadings play. Identify Text Organization and Structure

• Have students choose one question from the S-Q-A chart they started. Using the contents on 
page 2, have them identify and locate the topic that addresses their question. Have students read
through the information to see if they can find the answer to the question. Tell them to record their
answer in the Lo que aprendí section of the chart. Make Connections

• Have students use the contents on page 2 to figure out where they might find information about
when people launched different objects into space. ¿Qué nave lanzaron primero al espacio, el Apollo 8
o el transbordador espacial Columbia? Sequence of Events

• Have students flip through the book to examine the questions that are asked and answered in each
section. ¿Por qué crees que la autora escogió estas preguntas para contestar? ¿Por qué es útil saber las
respuestas a estas preguntas? Make Inferences



Learn Through the Text3

WRITING Write a Reference Text

Have students use what they have learned about reference text to write a class
reference guide about school rules.

• Ask students to imagine that they are new students at your school. Have them
brainstorm a list of school rules a new student would need to know, such as
the meaning of the ringing bells, playground rules, and cafeteria rules.

• Assign topics from the list to pairs of students. Tell them to use Libro del 
espacio: Preguntas y respuestas as a model as they write the rules into a 
question-and-answer format. You may wish to model writing one to help 
students get started.

• After students have finished their first draft, let them share their questions and
answers with the class. Help the class provide feedback so students can revise
their writing to make it clear.

• Have students prepare a final draft by revising for spelling, capitalization,
grammar, and punctuation. Encourage them to draw pictures to illustrate
their writing.

• Have the class make a cover for the book. Bind the pages, and give the 
book to the school office to serve as a resource for new students.

SCIENCE: A Solar System Model
Use Libro del espacio: Preguntas y respuestas to 
reinforce students’ knowledge of the planets in 
the solar system.

• Distribute a basketball, a baseball, and a table
tennis ball to three volunteers. Explain that the
student with the basketball represents the Sun.
Tell students that the student with the baseball
represents Earth, and position that student where
Earth can orbit the Sun. The student with the
table tennis ball represents the Moon. To illus-
trate orbiting, have the Moon orbit Earth while
Earth is orbiting the Sun.

• Remind students that nine planets orbit the Sun.
Distribute modeling clay to groups of students.
Have them form the clay into balls to make a
labeled model of the solar system, using the solar
system diagram in the book for reference.

COMPREHENSION: Identify Text
Organization and Structure
• Tell students that when using a reference text, it is

important to know how the book is organized.
Knowing the organization of a reference book makes
it easier for readers to find information they are 
looking for.

• Distribute several copies of a dictionary, an encyclo-
pedia, and Libro del espacio: Preguntas y respuestas
among the class. Have students leaf through the
books, noting how each one is organized.

• Copy the four-column chart shown below onto the
chalkboard. Have students assist you in completing
the chart, writing the title of the book in the first 
column and sí or no in each corresponding column.

• After the class has completed the chart, have stu-
dents use the information to write a sentence that
describes the organization of each reference book.

Título ¿Tiene ¿Está  ¿El libro usa 
del libro subtítulos organizado preguntas y

el libro? el libro en orden respuestas?
alfabético?
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