
RESOURCE SAMPLER

ACCESS ALL  
PROGRAM  

RESOURCES ONLINE
• Assessments
• Lesson Resources
• myPerspectives+



3

CONTENTS
ASSESSMENT SAMPLES

Next-Generation Assessments  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .7 

Beginning-of-Year   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 12 

Mid-Year   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 29 

End-of-Year  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 36 

Selection Test   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 47 

Unit Test  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 60 

LESSON RESOURCES SAMPLES
Program Level  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 83 

Selection Level: Whole-Class  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 93 

Selection Level: Small-Group  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 113

Selection Level: Independent Learning   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 117 

myPerspectives+ RESOURCES SAMPLES
Digital Library  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 122 

Trade Book Lesson Plans  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 126 

English Learner / High Interest Support  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 128 

Graphic Organizers & Rubrics  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 130 

Conventions Center  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 132 

Writing and Research Center  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 134 

Reading Skills and Literary Analysis Center  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 136 

Academic Vocabulary and Word Study  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 138 

Standards Practice  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 140

myPerspectives helps you drive instruction using data from diagnostic, formative,  

and summative assessments . Year-long, selection- and unit-level assessments include 

remediation, performance tasks, and a variety of question types to prepare students  

for next generation assessments . 

Assessments can be administered in print and online . ExamView® software  

is available so you can customize all tests to meet the needs of all your learners .

This sampler includes these types of assessments:

Assessments

Beginning-of-Year

Selection Test Unit Test

Next Generation Mid-Year
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Grade 9 Beginning-of-Year Test

MULTIPLE CHOICE

Read this passage from "The Cask of Amontillado" by Edgar Allan Poe. Then, answer the following 
question(s).
 
The thousand injuries of Fortunato I had borne as I best could, but when he ventured upon 
insult I vowed revenge. You, who so well know the nature of my soul, will not suppose, however, 
that I gave utterance to a threat. At length I would be avenged; this was a point definitely 
settled—but the very definitiveness with which it was resolved precluded the idea of risk. I must 
not only punish but punish with impunity.* A wrong is unredressed when retribution overtakes 
its redresser. It is equally unredressed when the avenger fails to make himself felt as such to him 
who has done the wrong.
 
It must be understood that neither by word nor deed had I given Fortunato cause to doubt my 
good will. I continued, as was my wont, to smile in his face, and he did not perceive that my 
smile now was at the thought of his immolation.**
_________________________________

*impunity: freedom from consequences

**immolation: destruction

 1. What kind of mood does this passage help establish for the story?

a. lighthearted c. sad

b. suspenseful d. sentimental

 2. What information about the historical or cultural context would best help readers understand 
this passage?

a. details about travel conditions at the time of the story

b. details about weapons used at the time of the story

c. details about behavior considered insulting at the time of the story

d. details about the role of women at the time of the story

 3. The word point, underlined in the passage, has several possible meanings. Use context clues to 
determine the meaning of point in the passage.

a. to direct attention to something c. a place where lines intersect

b. the sharp end of an instrument d. an important matter

 4. Which phrase best describes the narrator's tone in this passage?

a. angry and possibly insane c. compassionate but stern

b. fearful and increasingly worried d. ashamed and apologetic

 5. From the passage, readers know that the narrator plans Fortunato's destruction, but Fortunato 
does not know. What does this fact create?

a. situational irony c. falling action

b. dramatic irony d. comic relief
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Name: 

     

 Date: 

     

 
 

 The Seventh Man 
Haruki Murakami 

FIRST READ: Comprehension 
Identify the choice that best answers the question. 

     

 1. In "The Seventh Man," which statement best summarizes what happens in the 
weeks following K.'s death? 
a. He falls ill and has nightmares. 
b. He moves to Nagano. 
c. He starts attending a different school. 
d. He spends hours studying K.'s artwork. 

     

 2. Which excerpt from "The Seventh Man" best explains why the seventh man 
felt responsible for K.'s death? 
a. I had always loved and protected K. as if he had been my own little 

brother. 
b. He might have been so absorbed in whatever it was he had found that my 

call made no impression on him.  
c. Or possibly I had not yelled as loudly as I had thought. I do recall that my 

voice sounded strange to me.… 
d. I probably could have run over and dragged him out of the reach of the 

wave.… 

     

 3. In "The Seventh Man," why does the seventh man's view of the past begin to 
change? 
a. Studying K.'s art, he sees K. was gentle and realizes that his last look was 

not one of hatred. 
b. After his father dies, he returns home and realizes that he did not need to 

move to Nagano. 
c. Studying K.'s art, he realizes that K. was gentle and did not mind dying in 

the wave. 
d. After his father dies, he realizes that it was the second wave, not the first, 

that killed K. 
	  

     

 4. In "The Seventh Man," what is the most important discovery that the seventh 
man makes when he returns to his hometown? 
a. He realizes that K. was a gentle and artistic soul. 
b. He learns that his father has died of cancer. 
c. He sees that the town remains the same as when he was a boy. 
d. He realizes that the dark shadow of K.'s death has left him. 

	  

	   	  

GRADE 9 • UNIT 2 TEST 
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Name:       Date:       
 

Unit 2 Test 
 
Selected and Short Response 

ANALYZE CRAFT AND STRUCTURE 
“After Twenty Years,”O. Henry 

The following passage is from “After Twenty Years,” a short story by O. Henry set in 
New York City. In the story, a mysterious man is waiting at night in a doorway for a 
meeting with a friend he has not seen in twenty years. A police officer approaches, and 
the man in the doorway explains why he is there. As they speak, the man strikes a match 
to light his cigar, revealing his face. Read the passage. Then, answer the question(s). 

(1)  “Twenty years ago to-night,” said the man, “I dined here at ‘Big Joe’ Brady’s with Jimmy Wells, 
my best chum, and the finest chap in the world. He and I were raised here in New York, just like 
two brothers, together. I was eighteen and Jimmy was twenty. The next morning I was to start for 
the West to make my fortune. You couldn’t have dragged Jimmy out of New York; he thought it 
was the only place on earth. Well, we agreed that night that we would meet here again exactly 
twenty years from that date and time, no matter what our conditions might be or from what 
distance we might have to come. We figured that in twenty years each of us ought to have our 
destiny worked out and our fortunes made, whatever they were going to be.” 

(2)  “It sounds pretty interesting,” said the policeman. “Rather a long time between meets, 
though, it seems to me. Haven’t you heard from your friend since you left?” 

(3)  “Well, yes, for a time we corresponded,” said the other. “But after a year or two we lost track 
of each other. You see, the West is a pretty big proposition, and I kept hustling around over it 
pretty lively. But I know Jimmy will meet me here if he’s alive, for he always was the truest, 
stanchest old chap in the world. He’ll never forget. I came a thousand miles to stand in this 
door to-night, and it’s worth it if my old partner turns up.” 

(4) The waiting man pulled out a handsome watch, the lids of it set with small diamonds. 

(5) “Three minutes to ten,” he announced. “It was exactly ten o’clock when we parted here at the 
restaurant door.” 

(6) “Did pretty well out West, didn’t you?” asked the policeman. 

(7) “You bet! I hope Jimmy has done half as well. He was a kind of plodder, though, good fellow 
as he was. I’ve had to compete with some of the sharpest wits going to get my pile. A man 
gets in a groove in New York. It takes the West to put a razor-edge on him.” 

(8) The policeman twirled his club and took a step or two. 

(9) “I’ll be on my way. Hope your friend comes around all right.”  

… 

(10)  About twenty minutes [the man] waited, and then a tall man in a long overcoat, with collar 
turned up to his ears, hurried across from the opposite side of the street. He went directly to 
the waiting man.
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Grade 9 Mid-Year Summative Test

MULTIPLE CHOICE

Read this passage from "The Secret Life of Walter Mitty" by James Thurber. Then, answer the 
following question(s).
 
"We're going through!" The Commander's voice was like thin ice breaking. He wore his
full-dress uniform, with the heavily braided white cap pulled down rakishly over one 
cold gray eye. "We can't make it, sir. It's spoiling for a hurricane, if you ask me." "I'm not 
asking you, Lieutenant Berg," said the Commander. "Throw on the power lights! Rev 
her up to 8,500! We're going through!" The pounding of the cylinders increased: 
ta-pocketa-pocketa-pocketa-pocketa-pocketa. The Commander stared at the ice forming on the 
pilot window. He walked over and twisted a row of complicated dials. "Switch on No. 8 
auxiliary!" he shouted. "Switch on No. 8 auxiliary!" repeated Lieutenant Berg. "Full strength in 
No. 3 turret!" shouted the Commander. "Full strength in No. 3 turret!" The crew, bending to 
their various tasks in the huge, hurtling eight-engined Navy hydroplane, looked at each other 
and grinned. "The Old Man'll get us through," they said to one another.…
 
"Not so fast! You're driving too fast!" said Mrs. Mitty. "What are you driving so fast for?"
 
"Hmm?" said Walter Mitty. He looked at his wife, in the seat beside him, with shocked 
astonishment. She seemed grossly unfamiliar, like a strange woman who had yelled at him in a 
crowd. "You were up to fifty-five," she said. "You know I don't like to go more than forty. You 
were up to fifty-five." Walter Mitty drove on toward Waterbury in silence, the roaring of the 
SN202 through the worst storm in twenty years of Navy flying fading in the remote, intimate 
airways of his mind. "You're tensed up again," said Mrs. Mitty. "It's one of your days. I wish 
you'd let Dr. Renshaw look you over."

 1. Which inference about Walter Mitty is best supported by details in this passage?
a. He has a vivid imagination. c. He was once an officer in the Navy.
b. He is a skilled airplane pilot. d. He often speeds when driving.

 2. From what point of view is the passage narrated?
a. first-person, by Walter Mitty c. third-person limited
b. first-person, by Mrs. Mitty d. third-person omniscient

 3. Which type of sound device does the use of "ta-pocketa-pocketa-pocketa-pocketa-pocketa" most 
clearly illustrate?
a. alliteration c. assonance
b. consonance d. onomatopoeia

 4. Which statement best explains why Walter Mitty drives faster than forty miles an hour?
a. He is a daredevil in everything he does.
b. He is lost in a daydream about speedy planes.
c. He secretly enjoys scaring his wife.
d. He is in a great hurry to reach his destination.

Copyright © Pearson Education, Inc., or its affiliates.  All rights reserved. 1

Grade 9 End-of-Year Summative Test

MULTIPLE CHOICE

Read this passage. Then, answer the following question(s).
 
The kea is a large green parrot that lives in mountainous regions of New Zealand. The Maori, 
the native people of New Zealand, gave the parrot its name, which is an imitation of its long, 
loud greeting call: keeeeeee-ahhh.
 
People who see keas for the first time often mistake them for hawks or other predatory birds 
because of the kea's round, hefty body and long, hooked beak. However, the kea is definitely a 
parrot. Like other parrots, the kea has an extremely large forebrain, which gives it great learning 
powers and problem-solving skills. The pesky kea definitely uses its problem-solving skills and its 
big feet to grasp items, and, in the process, gets into a lot of trouble!
 
What kind of trouble? Imagine that you and your family are on a camping trip in the mountains. 
You park your car in a safe place and make sure that the car and the bikes on the bike rack are 
locked. Then, you pitch your tent and go off on a scenic hike. Enter a couple of curious keas. 
Searching for food at your campsite, they tear your tent to shreds. Then, they use their agile feet 
and strong beaks to pick up stones to throw at the windows of your car. A window cracks, and 
the keas peck at it until it breaks. Then, they hop into the car and tear the seats apart. Still 
dissatisfied with the meager amount of food you've left behind, they fly onto the bike rack and 
chew apart the bungee cords holding the bikes in place. As a final blow, they eat the bicycle 
seats!

 1. Think about the details in this passage. From what type of nonfiction does it most likely come?

a. a memoir c. a persuasive essay

b. an expository essay d. an anecdote

 2. Which of these best describes the author's style?

a. dry and informative c. factual but entertaining

b. simple but poetic d. complex and philosophical

 3. Which sentence most accurately states the main idea of the passage?

a. The kea's physical appearance leads many people to mistake it for a hawk.
b. The kea is a curious, hungry bird that can survive by eating almost anything.

c. The kea, a type of parrot, is a curious, intelligent, and often destructive bird.

d. Native people of New Zealand named the kea to mimic the bird's greeting call.

 4. According to the passage, what causes people to mistake a kea for a predatory bird?

a. its strange call c. its violent behavior

b. its large forebrain d. its shape and beak

 5. Which word or phrase best describes the author's tone in this passage?

a. sad and mournful c. formal

b. somewhat humorous d. judgmental

 6. Which word in the passage is the best example of onomatopoeia?

a. keeeeeee-ahhh c. hefty

b. predatory d. pesky

End-of-Year
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myPerspectives provides resources and instructional support for all learner levels so 

your students can be successful . 

An easy-to-read Lesson Resources page in the Teacher’s Edition provides an overview 

of support, making lesson planning efficient . This chart identifies standards and where 

they are taught, resources available per student and teacher, and the format of each . 

This sampler includes representative resources so you see  
the variety of instructional support myPerspectives provides.

myPerspectives+ includes hundreds of additional teacher resources to meet the diverse 

needs of your learners . Interactive lessons, grammar tutorials, digital novels, and more 

are student-facing to allow students to work independently . 

This sampler includes representative samples  
from these instructional domains on myPerspectives+:

• Digital Library 

• Trade Book Lesson Plans

• English Learner/  

High Interest Support

• Graphic Organizers & Rubrics

• Conventions Center

• Writing & Research Center

• Speaking & Listening Center

• Reading Skills & Literary  

Analysis Center

• Academic Vocabulary & Word Study

• Standards Practice

Lesson Resources myPerspectives+

DIGITAL 
PERSPECTIVES Audio Video Document Annotation  

HIghlights
EL 

Highlights
Online 

Assessment

LESSON RESOURCES

Making Meaning Language Development Effective Expression

Lesson First Read

Close Read

Analyze the Text

Analyze Craft and Structure

Concept Vocabulary

Word Study

Conventions

Writing to Sources

Speaking and Listening

Instructional 
Standards

 

Available online in the 
Interactive Student 
Edition or Unit Resources

 Selection Audio

   First-Read Guide: Fiction

 Close-Read Guide Fiction

 Word Network  Evidence Log

 

Selection Resources

Available online in the 
Interactive Teacher’s 
Edition or Unit Resources

 Audio Summaries

 Annotation Highlights

  EL Highlights

  Analyze Craft and Structure: Order 
of Events

  English Language Support Lesson: 
Order of Events

  Concept Vocabulary and Word 
Study

  Conventions: Infinitives and 
Infinitive Phrases

  Writing to Sources: Write a 
Critical Review

  Speaking and Listening: 
Retelling

Reteach/Practice (RP)

Available online in the 
Interactive Teacher’s 
Edition or Unit Resources

  Analyze Craft and Structure: Order 
of Events (RP)

 Word Study: Latin Suffix –tion (RP)

  Conventions: Infinitives and 
Infinitive Phrases (RP)

  Writing to Sources: Write a 
Critical Review (RP)

  Speaking and Listening: Retelling 
(RP)

Assessment

Available online in 
Assessments

  Selection Test

My Resources*  

* These resources are suggested at point of use in this lesson.

 STuDEnT RESouRCES

 TEAChER RESouRCES

RL.10 By the end of grade 9, read and 
comprehend . . .

RL.5 Analyze how an author’s 
choices. . .

L.1b Use various types of phrases . . .

L.4b Identify and correctly use 
patterns . . .

W.1 Write arguments to support 
claims . . .

SL.4 Present information, findings, 
and, . . .

Whole-Class Learning 132B

LIT17_TE09_U02_A1_WC_Inter.indd   2 11/6/15   5:17 PM

Teach

DeciDe anD Plan

personalize for learning Whole-Class learning • The sevenTh man

Reading Support

english language Support
Provide English Learners with support for 
structure and language as they read the 
selection. 

Structure If students have difficulty 
following the narration, draw their attention 
to the use of first person when the seventh 
man is speaking. This would be a good 
opportunity to review pronouns in first 
person (I, me, my, mine) and third person 
(he/she, him/her, his/her, his/hers).

Language If students have difficulty with 
some of the complex or figurative language, 
have them break down the sentences into 
smaller chunks. Then have them highlight 
any words that are confusing because they 
are used figuratively; for example, the wave 
swallowed everything . . . it swept it to 
another world.

Strategic Support
Provide students with strategic support to 
ensure that they can successfully read the 
text.

Knowledge Demands Use the 
background information to discuss 
typhoons. Determine students’ prior 
knowledge and experience with natural 
disasters. Provide additional background if 
needed.

Structure Discuss what it means to flash-
back or flash-forward in a text. Point out 
that a story might switch back and forth to 
different time periods. If students continue 
to have difficulty with the time sequence, 
point out clues to transitions between past 
and present; for example, sentences that 
say that the man is telling a story, or use 
of first and third person. When students 
reread, have them note each transition from 
past to present.

challenge
Provide students who need to be 
challenged with ideas for how they can go 
beyond a simple interpretation of the text.

Text Analysis Ask students to identify the 
use of first person when the seventh man is 
speaking, and descriptions in third person 
when the story moves to the present. Ask 
students to consider how the story would 
change if the author had told the man’s 
story as a narrative in the third person. 
Would it be as effective? How does using 
first person give it more impact?

Written Response Ask students to 
speculate on what might have happened if 
the seventh man had made different choices 
in his life. Have them analyze each choice 
he made and determine how his life might 
have changed if he had chosen differently. 
Have them rewrite the story with these 
choices in mind.

Read and Respond
Have the class do their first read of the selection. Then, have them complete their close read. Finally, 
work with them on the Making Meaning, Language Development, and Effective Expression activities.

Text complexity Rubric: The Seventh Man

Quantitative Measures

Lexile: 910 Text Length: 5,860 words

Qualitative Measures

Knowledge Demands

1 2 3 4 5

Life-experience demands: The situations may be unfamiliar to some readers (experiencing a typhoon, 
tragedy of losing someone in a natural disaster), but the situations and emotions are clearly expressed.

Structure

1 2 3 4 5

Use of flashback, flash-forward (transitions from narration in third person and first person)

Language Conventionality and Clarity

1 2 3 4 5

Figurative language; complex descriptions

Levels of Meaning/Purpose

1 2 3 4 5

Multiple levels of meaning (events are described that also signify emotions of guilt or self-forgiveness); 
concepts and meanings are mostly explained and easy to grasp.

PI.8; PI.12

12C UNIT 2 • SUrvIval

LIT17_TE09_U02_A1_WC_Inter.indd   3 8/6/15   11:44 PM
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ASSESSMENTS
NEXT-GENERATION ASSESSMENTS 

BEGINNING-OF-YEAR

MID-YEAR

END-OF-YEAR 

SELECTION TEST 

TestNav™ for Pearson Realize™

TestNav™  
for Realize™ gives 

students the experience  
they need to prepare  
for the complexity of  

next-generation 
assessments.

TestNav™ for Realize™ enables teachers to implement 

assessments with test items that have been developed to 

closely resemble both the academic rigor and technology 

experience of online next-generation assessments .

TEI ITEMS
Technology-enhanced and technology- 
enabled (TEI) items feature the same 
technology students will encounter  
on next-generation assessments .

TEI Items Include:

• Drag-and-drop

• Multiple-answer selected response

• Free response

QUESTION TYPES
Question types mirror those found  
on next-generation assessments and give 
students ample practice with the higher 
cognitive demands of the new assessments .

ASSESSMENTS
A variety of assessment types offer  
plenty of opportunities for practice  
throughout the year .

Available assessments include:

• Next-Generation Practice Tests

• Next-Generation Performance Tasks

Multi-part performance  
task sample item

Constructed response  
sample item

Drag-and-drop 
sample item
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Assessments to Inform Instruction

Assessments can be 
administered in print 
and/or online .

Pearson Realize™ provides 
powerful data reporting .

UNIT-LEVEL ASSESSMENT

Selection Activities

• Instructional activities can  
be used to assess students’ 
grasp of critical concepts .

Performance Tasks

• Each unit includes both a 
writing and a speaking and 
listening performance task .

• Performance Tasks prepare 
students for success on the 
end-of-unit Performance- 
Based Assessment .

Unit Tests

• Students apply standards 
taught in the unit with  
new texts .

• These tests provide an 
opportunity to remediate;  
if administered online,  
remediation is assigned 
automatically .

Formative Assessments

• Selection activities can be  
used as formative checks .

• Notes in the Teacher’s  
Edition offer suggestions  
for reteaching .

Selection Tests

• Test items track student  
progress toward mastering 
standards taught with the 
selection .

Performance-Based Tests

• All unit activities are 
backwards-mapped to the 
end-of-unit Performance-Based 
Assessment .

• Students use their notes, 
knowledge, and skills learned to 
complete a project .

YEAR-LONG ASSESSMENT

Beginning-of-Year Test

• Assess all standards that will  
be taught in the school year .

• Allows you to use test data  
to plan which standards  
need focus .

Mid-Year Test

• Assess mastery of  
standards taught in the  
first half of the year .

• Provides an opportunity  
to remediate; if administered 
online, remediation is  
assigned automatically .

End-of-Year Test

• Allows you to use results  
to determine mastery of  
standards, place students  
in classes for the following 
school year, and to capture  
final assessment data .

Technology-enhanced  
items allow students to  

experience next-generation 
assessment formats.
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making meaning

The sevenTh man

Cite textual evidenCe to support your answers.

2. For more practice, go back into the story and complete the  close-read sections.
3. Revisit a section of the text you found important during your first 

read. Read this section closely and annotate what you notice. Ask yourself questions such as “Why did the author make this choice?” What can you conclude?

analyze the Text
 notebook Respond to these questions.1. interpret What does the wave symbolize, or represent, to the seventh 

man?
2. (a) After he rediscovers K.’s watercolors, what does the seventh man do 

with them? (b) interpret What do K.’s watercolors symbolize to him?3. (a) Paraphrase When you paraphrase, you restate a text in your own 
words. Paraphrase the seventh man’s comments about fear in the story’s 
final paragraph. (b) Make a Judgment Do you agree or disagree with 
the seventh man’s comments? Explain.4. evaluate Although the seventh man did not die, did he truly escape the 
wave? Explain your position, citing story details.5. essential Question: What does it take to survive? What have you 
learned about the nature of survival by reading this story?

Close Read the Text
1. This model shows two sample annotations, along with questions 

and conclusions. Close read the passage, and find another detail 
to annotate. Then, write a question and your conclusion.

“It just barely missed me, but in my place it swallowed everything that mattered most to me and swept it off to another world. I took years to find it again to recover from the experience—precious years that can never be replaced.”

ANNOTATE: This 
word is repeated.
QUESTION: Why 
does the author 
repeat the word 
years?

CONCLUDE: 
The repetition 
emphasizes how 
long it takes 
the man to 
recover from the 
experience.

ANNOTATE: This phrase describes the wave in almost human terms.
QUESTION: What effect does this word choice create?

CONCLUDE: This description makes the wave seem alive and evil.

 tool Kit
Close-Read Guide and 
Model Annotation

 sTandards
Reading Literature
Analyze how an author’schoices concerning how to structurea text, order events within it, andmanipulate time create such effectsas mystery, tension, or surprise.
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Performance Task: WriTing focus

LAUNCH TEXT
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SCAN FOR 
MULTIMEDIA

NOTES

UNIT 2  INTRODUCTION

Some people willingly put themselves in life-and-death situations. 
Mountain climbers and base jumpers knowingly face danger, and 

they usually walk away safely. However, when things don’t turn out 
well, a lost climber or an injured base jumper may need help. The 
police, fire department, rescue workers, and medical teams do their 
best to save an adventurer’s life. These efforts can cost a lot of money. 
The adventurer should be the one to foot the bill.

Two big news stories of 2014 involved rescue missions. In one, a 
family of four called for help when their child became ill. They were 
on a sailboat 900 miles off the coast of Mexico. Their rescue involved 
the U.S. Navy, the Coast Guard, and the California Air National 
Guard. In another news story, a caver in Germany was nearly 4,000 
feet underground when he was hit by a falling rock. It took rescue 
teams 11 days to get him safely back to the surface.

1

2

LAUNCH TEXT | ARGUMENT MODEL

The Cost of Survival

This selection is an example of 
an argumentative text, a type of 
writing in which an author states and 
defends a position on a topic. This is 
the type of writing you will develop 
in the Performance-Based Assessment 
at the end of the unit.

As you read, look at the way the 
writer builds a case. Mark the text 
to help you answer this question: 
What is the writer’s position and 
what evidence supports it?
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WRITING TO SOURCES

•	THE	SEVENTH	MAN

•	THE	MORAL	LOGIC	OF	
SURVIVOR	GUILT

•	THE	KEY	TO	DISASTER	
SURVIVAL?	FRIENDS	AND	
NEIGHBORS

Write	an	Argument
You’ve read a short story and a newspaper opinion piece that deal with the 
issue of survivor guilt. You’ve also listened to a radio broadcast about the 
ways in which friends can help one another in survival situations. In “The 
Seventh Man,” the narrator describes the loss of his closest friend. In “The 
Moral Logic of Survivor Guilt,” the author makes an argument about the 
guilt that surviving soldiers often feel over their fallen comrades. In the radio 
broadcast, neighbors and friends come to one another’s aid.

Assignment
Use your knowledge of “The Seventh Man,” “The Moral Logic of Survivor 
Guilt,” and “The Key to Disaster Survival…” to take and defend a position 
on the topic. Write a brief argument in which you state and support your 
position on this question:

Should the narrator of “The Seventh Man” forgive 
himself for his failure to save K.?

Elements of an Argument
An argument is a logical way of presenting a viewpoint, belief, or stand 
on an issue. A well-written argument may convince the reader, change the 
reader’s mind, or motivate the reader to take a certain action.

An effective argument contains these elements:

• a precise claim

• consideration of counterclaims, or opposing positions, and a discussion 
of their strengths and weaknesses

• logical organization that makes clear connections among claim, 
counterclaim, reasons, and evidence

• valid reasoning and relevant and sufficient evidence

• a concluding statement or section that logically completes the argument

• formal and objective language and tone 

• error-free grammar, including accurate use of 
transitions

Model Argument For a model of a well-crafted 
argument, see the Launch Text, “The Cost of 
Survival.”

Challenge yourself to find all of the elements of 
an effective argument in the text. You will have an 
opportunity to review these elements as you prepare 
to write your own argument.

 Tool Kit Student 
Model of an Argument

ACAdEMIC 
vOCAbUlARy

As you craft your 
argument, consider using 
some of the academic 
vocabulary you learned 
in the beginning of 
the unit.

evidence
credible
valid
formulate
logical

	 STANDARDS
Writing
Write arguments to support claims 
in an analysis of substantive topics 
or texts, using valid reasoning and 
relevant and sufficient evidence.
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Assessment Support for Making  
Data-Driven Instructional Decisions

Copyright © Pearson Education, Inc., or its affiliates.  All rights reserved. 1

Grade 9 Beginning-of-Year Test

MULTIPLE CHOICE

Read this passage from "The Cask of Amontillado" by Edgar Allan Poe. Then, answer the following 
question(s).
 
The thousand injuries of Fortunato I had borne as I best could, but when he ventured upon 
insult I vowed revenge. You, who so well know the nature of my soul, will not suppose, however, 
that I gave utterance to a threat. At length I would be avenged; this was a point definitely 
settled—but the very definitiveness with which it was resolved precluded the idea of risk. I must 
not only punish but punish with impunity.* A wrong is unredressed when retribution overtakes 
its redresser. It is equally unredressed when the avenger fails to make himself felt as such to him 
who has done the wrong.
 
It must be understood that neither by word nor deed had I given Fortunato cause to doubt my 
good will. I continued, as was my wont, to smile in his face, and he did not perceive that my 
smile now was at the thought of his immolation.**
_________________________________

*impunity: freedom from consequences

**immolation: destruction

 1. What kind of mood does this passage help establish for the story?

a. lighthearted c. sad

b. suspenseful d. sentimental

 2. What information about the historical or cultural context would best help readers understand 
this passage?

a. details about travel conditions at the time of the story

b. details about weapons used at the time of the story

c. details about behavior considered insulting at the time of the story

d. details about the role of women at the time of the story

 3. The word point, underlined in the passage, has several possible meanings. Use context clues to 
determine the meaning of point in the passage.

a. to direct attention to something c. a place where lines intersect

b. the sharp end of an instrument d. an important matter

 4. Which phrase best describes the narrator's tone in this passage?

a. angry and possibly insane c. compassionate but stern

b. fearful and increasingly worried d. ashamed and apologetic

 5. From the passage, readers know that the narrator plans Fortunato's destruction, but Fortunato 
does not know. What does this fact create?

a. situational irony c. falling action

b. dramatic irony d. comic relief

Copyright © Pearson Education, Inc., or its affiliates.  All rights reserved. 1

Grade 9 Mid-Year Summative Test

MULTIPLE CHOICE

Read this passage from "The Secret Life of Walter Mitty" by James Thurber. Then, answer the 
following question(s).
 
"We're going through!" The Commander's voice was like thin ice breaking. He wore his
full-dress uniform, with the heavily braided white cap pulled down rakishly over one 
cold gray eye. "We can't make it, sir. It's spoiling for a hurricane, if you ask me." "I'm not 
asking you, Lieutenant Berg," said the Commander. "Throw on the power lights! Rev 
her up to 8,500! We're going through!" The pounding of the cylinders increased: 
ta-pocketa-pocketa-pocketa-pocketa-pocketa. The Commander stared at the ice forming on the 
pilot window. He walked over and twisted a row of complicated dials. "Switch on No. 8 
auxiliary!" he shouted. "Switch on No. 8 auxiliary!" repeated Lieutenant Berg. "Full strength in 
No. 3 turret!" shouted the Commander. "Full strength in No. 3 turret!" The crew, bending to 
their various tasks in the huge, hurtling eight-engined Navy hydroplane, looked at each other 
and grinned. "The Old Man'll get us through," they said to one another.…
 
"Not so fast! You're driving too fast!" said Mrs. Mitty. "What are you driving so fast for?"
 
"Hmm?" said Walter Mitty. He looked at his wife, in the seat beside him, with shocked 
astonishment. She seemed grossly unfamiliar, like a strange woman who had yelled at him in a 
crowd. "You were up to fifty-five," she said. "You know I don't like to go more than forty. You 
were up to fifty-five." Walter Mitty drove on toward Waterbury in silence, the roaring of the 
SN202 through the worst storm in twenty years of Navy flying fading in the remote, intimate 
airways of his mind. "You're tensed up again," said Mrs. Mitty. "It's one of your days. I wish 
you'd let Dr. Renshaw look you over."

 1. Which inference about Walter Mitty is best supported by details in this passage?
a. He has a vivid imagination. c. He was once an officer in the Navy.
b. He is a skilled airplane pilot. d. He often speeds when driving.

 2. From what point of view is the passage narrated?
a. first-person, by Walter Mitty c. third-person limited
b. first-person, by Mrs. Mitty d. third-person omniscient

 3. Which type of sound device does the use of "ta-pocketa-pocketa-pocketa-pocketa-pocketa" most 
clearly illustrate?
a. alliteration c. assonance
b. consonance d. onomatopoeia

 4. Which statement best explains why Walter Mitty drives faster than forty miles an hour?
a. He is a daredevil in everything he does.
b. He is lost in a daydream about speedy planes.
c. He secretly enjoys scaring his wife.
d. He is in a great hurry to reach his destination.

©
 P

ea
rs

on
 E

du
ca

tio
n,

 In
c.

, o
r i

ts
 a

ffi
lia

te
s. 

Al
l r

ig
ht

s r
es

er
ve

d.

performance-based assessment

sources

•	Whole-class	selections

•	small-group	selections

•	independent-choice	
selection

As you write and revise your 
argument, use your Word 
Network to help vary your 
word choices.

Part 1

Writing to sources: argument
In this unit, you read about various characters, both real and fictional, who 
found themselves in life-or-death situations. Some made choices of which 
they were most likely proud, while others did not.

Assignment
Write an argument in which you state and defend a claim responding 
to the following question:

should people in life-or-death situations be held 
accountable for their actions? 

Use credible evidence from at least three of the selections you read and 
researched in this unit to support your claim. Ensure that your claim is fully 
supported, that you use a formal tone, and that your organization is logical 
and easy to follow.

 Word netWorK Review the Elements of Effective Argument Before you begin writing, 
read the Argument Rubric. Once you have completed your first draft, check it 
against the rubric. If one or more of the elements is missing or not as strong 
as it could be, revise your essay to add or strengthen that component.

Reread the Assignment Review the assignment to be sure you fully 
understand it. The task may reference some of the academic words 
presented at the beginning of the unit. Be sure you understand each of the 
words given below in order to complete the assignment correctly. 

Academic Vocabulary

evidence valid logical

credible formulate 

 StandardS
Writing
•	Write arguments to support claims 
in an analysis of substantive topics 
or texts, using valid reasoning and 
relevant and sufficient evidence.
•	Draw evidence from literary or 
informational texts to support 
analysis, reflection, and research.
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Instructional activities,  
Performance Tasks, and the unit’s 
Performance-Based Assessment can  
be used as formative assessment . 

These activities help you assess your 
students’ abilities to:

• Read closely and analytically

• Participate in academic discussions

• Perform short-term research

• Write to sources

MID-YEAR AND  
END-OF-YEAR TESTS
Mid-Year and End-of-Year Tests 
revisit the skills students learned 
throughout the units and help 
teachers monitor student progress . 
The Mid-Year Test provides 
remediation .

SELECTION TESTS
Selection tests are selected self-response 
and monitor mastery of the skills taught 
with the selections .

UNIT TESTS
Unit Tests assess all skills taught within the unit 
including reading, writing, vocabulary, and grammar . 

These tests include two parts: Selected-Response and 
Performance Task . You can choose to implement 
one or both sections of the test to determine student 
mastery of concepts taught in the unit .

Unit tests include:

• Technology-enhanced items that mimic  
next-generation assessments

• An Interpretation Guide with remediation 
recommendations

BEGINNING-OF-YEAR TESTS
Beginning-of-Year Tests assess students’ familiarity with 
skills and standards that will be taught in the school year . 

© Pearson Education, Inc., or its affiliates. All rights reserved. 1

Name:      Date:      

 The Seventh Man 
Haruki Murakami

FIRST READ: Comprehension
Identify the choice that best answers the question.

     1. In "The Seventh Man," which statement best summarizes what happens in the 
weeks following K.'s death? 
a. He falls ill and has nightmares.
b. He moves to Nagano.
c. He starts attending a different school.
d. He spends hours studying K.'s artwork.

     2. Which excerpt from "The Seventh Man" best explains why the seventh man 
felt responsible for K.'s death? 
a. I had always loved and protected K. as if he had been my own little 

brother. 
b. He might have been so absorbed in whatever it was he had found that my 

call made no impression on him. 
c. Or possibly I had not yelled as loudly as I had thought. I do recall that my 

voice sounded strange to me.…
d. I probably could have run over and dragged him out of the reach of the 

wave.…

     3. In "The Seventh Man," why does the seventh man's view of the past begin to 
change?
a. Studying K.'s art, he sees K. was gentle and realizes that his last look was 

not one of hatred. 
b. After his father dies, he returns home and realizes that he did not need to 

move to Nagano.
c. Studying K.'s art, he realizes that K. was gentle and did not mind dying in 

the wave. 
d. After his father dies, he realizes that it was the second wave, not the first, 

that killed K. 
	

     4. In "The Seventh Man," what is the most important discovery that the seventh 
man makes when he returns to his hometown? 
a. He realizes that K. was a gentle and artistic soul.
b. He learns that his father has died of cancer.
c. He sees that the town remains the same as when he was a boy.
d. He realizes that the dark shadow of K.'s death has left him. 
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Name:       Date:       
 

Unit 2 Test 
 
Performance Task 
CONSTRUCTED RESPONSE 

You will use these two sources to respond to the following item(s). Read the two sources, 
and then answer the question(s) or complete the task(s) given. 

Source 1: The Life of Helen Keller 
(1)  Helen Keller was not always deaf and blind. When she was born on June 27, 1880, in 

Tuscumbia, Alabama, she could see and hear and showed an interest in the world around 
her. Then, in February of 1882, when she was nineteen months old, Helen became sick. By 
the time the illness was over, Helen could no longer see or hear. For five years, Helen 
communicated little and only by simple hand gestures. She felt enormous frustration when 
she realized that others were communicating in ways that excluded her. 

(2)  In 1887, Anne Sullivan came to the Kellers’ home and taught Helen to use the manual 
alphabet and to write and read Braille. Eventually, Helen learned to speak. Helen was able 
to attend prep school and, later, Radcliffe College, from which she graduated in 1904. Anne 
accompanied Helen to her classes to interpret the lessons for her. 

(3)  In her writings, Helen explains that she lived in a rich, complex world of scent, taste, touch, 
and vibration. A specific scent could tell where she was and what the weather was like. She 
could feel sunlight or cool breezes on her skin. She could use touch to distinguish between 
different objects. She could recognize people by touching their faces. Through vibrations, 
Helen could perceive everything from footsteps to music, though she could not follow a tune. 

(4)  Touch was also Helen’s path to speech. When Helen’s teacher Anne spoke, Helen would 
use touch to understand the way her lips and tongue moved. Helen would also feel the 
vibrations in Anne’s throat. Then, Helen would imitate her teacher to produce the correct 
sound. Although she lacked sight and hearing, Helen’s other senses opened the world to 
her. 

(5)  Helen spent the rest of her days traveling around the world to give lectures about the deaf 
and the blind, in support of women’s rights, and against war. She also wrote books about her 
life. Helen Keller was, and continues to be, an inspiration and a source of hope for many 
people.

GRADE 9 • UNIT 2 TEST 
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Name:       Date:       
 

Unit 2 Test 
 
Selected and Short Response 

ANALYZE CRAFT AND STRUCTURE 
“After Twenty Years,”O. Henry 

The following passage is from “After Twenty Years,” a short story by O. Henry set in 
New York City. In the story, a mysterious man is waiting at night in a doorway for a 
meeting with a friend he has not seen in twenty years. A police officer approaches, and 
the man in the doorway explains why he is there. As they speak, the man strikes a match 
to light his cigar, revealing his face. Read the passage. Then, answer the question(s). 

(1)  “Twenty years ago to-night,” said the man, “I dined here at ‘Big Joe’ Brady’s with Jimmy Wells, 
my best chum, and the finest chap in the world. He and I were raised here in New York, just like 
two brothers, together. I was eighteen and Jimmy was twenty. The next morning I was to start for 
the West to make my fortune. You couldn’t have dragged Jimmy out of New York; he thought it 
was the only place on earth. Well, we agreed that night that we would meet here again exactly 
twenty years from that date and time, no matter what our conditions might be or from what 
distance we might have to come. We figured that in twenty years each of us ought to have our 
destiny worked out and our fortunes made, whatever they were going to be.” 

(2)  “It sounds pretty interesting,” said the policeman. “Rather a long time between meets, 
though, it seems to me. Haven’t you heard from your friend since you left?” 

(3)  “Well, yes, for a time we corresponded,” said the other. “But after a year or two we lost track 
of each other. You see, the West is a pretty big proposition, and I kept hustling around over it 
pretty lively. But I know Jimmy will meet me here if he’s alive, for he always was the truest, 
stanchest old chap in the world. He’ll never forget. I came a thousand miles to stand in this 
door to-night, and it’s worth it if my old partner turns up.” 

(4) The waiting man pulled out a handsome watch, the lids of it set with small diamonds. 

(5) “Three minutes to ten,” he announced. “It was exactly ten o’clock when we parted here at the 
restaurant door.” 

(6) “Did pretty well out West, didn’t you?” asked the policeman. 

(7) “You bet! I hope Jimmy has done half as well. He was a kind of plodder, though, good fellow 
as he was. I’ve had to compete with some of the sharpest wits going to get my pile. A man 
gets in a groove in New York. It takes the West to put a razor-edge on him.” 

(8) The policeman twirled his club and took a step or two. 

(9) “I’ll be on my way. Hope your friend comes around all right.”  

… 

(10)  About twenty minutes [the man] waited, and then a tall man in a long overcoat, with collar 
turned up to his ears, hurried across from the opposite side of the street. He went directly to 
the waiting man.
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 6. The word precluded is formed from the prefix pre- and a root meaning "close" or "shut." Using 

this information and your knowledge of the prefix pre-, choose the best definition of the word 
precluded as it appears in this sentence from the passage. 
 
… the very definitiveness with which it was resolved precluded the idea of risk.
 

a. closed in afterward c. involved deeply

b. required most completely d. shut out in advance

 7. Read the following sentence from the passage.

At length I would be avenged; this was a point definitely settled—but the very definitiveness with 
which it was resolved precluded the idea of risk.

What is the best way to break down this sentence into shorter, more understandable, units of 
meaning?

a. Break at the semicolon and after which.

b. Break at the dash and after precluded.

c. Break at the semicolon and the dash.

d. Break after length and after definitiveness.

 8. From the details in this passage, what do you predict is most likely to happen later?

a. The narrator will try to get revenge on Fortunato.

b. The narrator will change his mind and apologize to Fortunato.

c. Fortunato will try to get revenge on the narrator.

d. Fortunato and the narrator will join forces and plot against a common enemy.

Read this passage from an expository essay. Then, answer the following question(s).
 
A giant, dormant volcano silently looms at the eastern end of the Hawaiian island of Maui. The 
volcano was given the name Haleakala, meaning "house of the sun," by the people of the island. 
According to their legends, the benevolent god Maui wanted to help the people of the island 
named for him. So, he captured the sun and trapped it in the deep basin at the volcano's summit. 
He promised to release the sun only if it would agree to move more slowly across the sky each 
day. The sun evidently agreed, for residents and visitors to the island of Maui have enjoyed the 
benefit of long, sunny days ever since.

 9. In this passage, what is the author's main purpose?

a. to describe the climate on a typical day on Maui

b. to persuade readers to visit Hawaii

c. to inform readers about the legend of Haleakala
d. to entertain visitors to Hawaii

 10. The Latin root -bene- appears in the underlined words benevolent and benefit in the passage. 

Using your knowledge of the root and the context of the passage, choose the best definitions of 
the words.

a. Benevolent means "filled with evil"; benefit means "unfortunate consequence."

b. Benevolent means "wishing good"; benefit means "good result for someone."

c. Benevolent means "mysterious"; benefit means "puzzle."

d. Benevolent means "filled with power"; benefit means "powerful effect."

Copyright © Pearson Education, Inc., or its affiliates.  All rights reserved. 1

Grade 9 Beginning-of-Year Test

MULTIPLE CHOICE

Read this passage from "The Cask of Amontillado" by Edgar Allan Poe. Then, answer the following 
question(s).
 
The thousand injuries of Fortunato I had borne as I best could, but when he ventured upon 
insult I vowed revenge. You, who so well know the nature of my soul, will not suppose, however, 
that I gave utterance to a threat. At length I would be avenged; this was a point definitely 
settled—but the very definitiveness with which it was resolved precluded the idea of risk. I must 
not only punish but punish with impunity.* A wrong is unredressed when retribution overtakes 
its redresser. It is equally unredressed when the avenger fails to make himself felt as such to him 
who has done the wrong.
 
It must be understood that neither by word nor deed had I given Fortunato cause to doubt my 
good will. I continued, as was my wont, to smile in his face, and he did not perceive that my 
smile now was at the thought of his immolation.**
_________________________________

*impunity: freedom from consequences

**immolation: destruction

 1. What kind of mood does this passage help establish for the story?

a. lighthearted c. sad

b. suspenseful d. sentimental

 2. What information about the historical or cultural context would best help readers understand 
this passage?

a. details about travel conditions at the time of the story

b. details about weapons used at the time of the story

c. details about behavior considered insulting at the time of the story

d. details about the role of women at the time of the story

 3. The word point, underlined in the passage, has several possible meanings. Use context clues to 
determine the meaning of point in the passage.

a. to direct attention to something c. a place where lines intersect

b. the sharp end of an instrument d. an important matter

 4. Which phrase best describes the narrator's tone in this passage?

a. angry and possibly insane c. compassionate but stern

b. fearful and increasingly worried d. ashamed and apologetic

 5. From the passage, readers know that the narrator plans Fortunato's destruction, but Fortunato 
does not know. What does this fact create?

a. situational irony c. falling action

b. dramatic irony d. comic relief

12 13

Available in TestNav8, ExamView,  
and as editable Word documents. 



Copyright © Pearson Education, Inc., or its affiliates.  All rights reserved. 4

 17. The word disappointment appears underlined in sentence 10. Using context and your knowledge 

of the Latin suffix -ment, choose the best definition of the word.

a. unavoidable possibility of being disappointed

b. full of disappointing qualities

c. lack of disappointing characteristics
d. state that results from an act of disappointing

 18. In sentence 12, Grandma uses an idiom when she asks, "What's cooking?" What does she mean?

a. "What did you say?" c. "What is happening?"

b. "Why are you upset?" d. "What food are you making?"

 19. Which type of figurative language appears in sentence 13?

a. personification c. paradox

b. simile d. metaphor

 20. Based on the details in the passage and your own knowledge of human behavior, what inference 
can you make about why Grandma made Natalie's "perfect" dress?

a. Grandma wanted to make Natalie's dream come true.

b. Grandma always loved to make doll clothes for Natalie.

c. Grandma did not want to buy Natalie a beautiful dress.

d. Grandma was bored and wanted an interesting project.

 21. Which statement best describes Grandma, as the author presents her?

a. She is practical and quite stern. c. She is funny and full of jokes.
b. She is helpful and generous. d. She is thrifty and a bit argumentative.

 22. Which statement best expresses the main theme of this passage?

a. Social events are very important.

b. Many people care too much about their appearance.

c. It is very hard to be poor.

d. Love can help make dreams come true.

Identify the choice that best answers the question.

 23. What does a surprise ending typically create?

a. situational irony

b. dramatic irony
c. allusion

d. assonance

 24. How should this sentence be corrected to create parallelism?

Samantha and her sister Leah like traveling, shopping, and to read. 
 

a. Change traveling to to travel. c. Change to read to reading.

b. Change shopping to to shop. d. Remove her sister.

 25. From your knowledge of the prefix be-, what do you conclude is the best definition of the 
underlined word in this sentence?

Rosa tried to befriend the cat, but it stalked off, wanting no part of her.
 

a. make a friend of c. make an enemy of

b. stop being a friend of d. rely on a friend
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 11. According to the legend, what was the long-term effect of Maui's bargain with the sun?

a. There are many volcanoes on the island of Maui today.

b. The island of Maui now has many long, sunny days.

c. The sun sets behind Haleakala each day.

d. Haleakala casts an extremely long shadow.

 12. Which statement best summarizes the passage?

a. The name of the volcano Haleakala means "house of the sun."

b. According to legend, the god Maui once imprisoned the sun inside a volcano.

c. According to legend, the sun once made a bargain with the god Maui.

d. An ancient legend explains why the island of Maui has long, sunny days.

 13. Which sentence from the passage uses the passive voice?

a. A giant, dormant volcano silently looms at the eastern end of the Hawaiian island 
of Maui.

b. The volcano was given the name Haleakala, meaning "house of the sun," by the 
people of the island.

c. According to their legends, the benevolent god Maui wanted to help the people of 
the island named for him.

d. So, he captured the sun and trapped it in the deep basin at the volcano's summit.

Read the passage. Then, answer the following question(s).
 
(1) When I was little, Grandma always played with me. (2) She taught me how to dance, and she 
made beautiful clothes for my dolls. (3) She was my special friend, but I had no idea just how 
special until I was in ninth grade.
 
(4) Since my family did not have much money, I knew I would never be able to buy a great dress 
for the school dance. (5) That did not stop me from dreaming, however. (6) Many nights, after I 
had finished my homework, I would sketch the "perfect" dress. (7) I kept all the sketches on my 
bedside table. (8) I guess I figured that was a good place to store impossible dreams.
 
(9) One Monday, Mom and Grandma agreed that we should start shopping for my dress. (10) I 
dreaded shopping for it; I knew I would face a big disappointment when I found nothing close to 
my "perfect" dress. (11) Nevertheless, we decided that we would shop for my dress on Saturday.
 
(12) That Friday night at dinner, Grandma seemed unusually cheerful as she asked, "What's 
cooking, Natalie?" (13) When I replied, "Not much," she sang out, like a happy little bird, "Oh, 
Natalie! I have a surprise," and reached under the table to pull out a huge, flat box. (14) When I 
opened it, I gasped and burst into tears. (15) Grandma had made my "perfect" dress!

 14. Which sentence in the passage contains foreshadowing?
a. sentence 1 c. sentence 4

b. sentence 3 d. sentence 5

 15. From which point of view is this passage narrated?

a. first-person, by Natalie c. third-person limited

b. first-person, by Grandma d. third-person omniscient

 16. Which of these best describes the main conflict that Natalie faces?

a. an internal conflict: her decision about whether to go to the dance

b. an internal conflict: her feelings about her grandmother's gift

c. an external conflict: her struggle to design a perfect dress for the dance

d. an external conflict: her inability to obtain a perfect dress for the dance
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 33. The word escalate means "become greater." Using this information and your knowledge of the 

suffix -tion, choose the best definition of escalation in this sentence.
 
The steady escalation of prices was studied by economists.
 

a. act of increasing c. reduction in the rate of increase

b. opposite of increasing d. sudden burst in growth

 34. To achieve sentence variety, how could a sentence in this paragraph be changed to start with a 
complement?

(1) Agatha Christie has many clever plots in her mysteries. (2) I often enjoy reading them even 
though they take place a long time ago. (3) Her detectives include Miss Jane Marple and Hercule 
Poirot. (4) The vivid village settings in the books featuring Miss Marple are most appealing to 
me.
 

a. Start sentence 1 with "In her mysteries."

b. Start sentence 2 with "Even though they take place a long time ago."

c. Transpose "Miss Jane Marple" and "Hercule Poirot" in sentence 3.

d. Start sentence 4 with "Most appealing to me are."

 35. What is a narrative poem?

a. a poem written in blank verse c. a poem that expresses strong emotion
b. a poem that tells a story d. a poem that appears in a work of prose

 36. Which term refers to an extended speech spoken by a character alone on stage and not heard by 
other characters?

a. stage directions c. aside

b. soliloquy d. internal conflict

 37. Which of these elements is always found in a tragedy?

a. the downfall of a main character c. a hero who is perfect in every way

b. a hero who is motivated by greed d. a character who is a foil for the hero

 38. Which sentence uses correct subject-verb agreement?

a. Either Jo or her sister are joining the 
team.

c. Each of the girls display different 
talents.

b. Both Jo and her sister play well. d. A few of their games ends late.

 39. In this passage from Guy de Maupassant's story "The Necklace," which group of words is a 
dependent clause? 
 
The poverty of her rooms—the shabby walls, the worn furniture, the ugly upholstery—caused 
her pain. All these things that another woman of her class would not even have noticed, 
tormented her and made her angry.
 

a. The poverty of her rooms … caused her pain
b. the shabby walls, the worn furniture, the ugly upholstery

c. All these things … tormented her and made her angry

d. that another woman of her class would not even have noticed
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 26. Which of these traits is characteristic of a sonnet?

a. A sonnet tells a story. c. A sonnet celebrates a great hero.

b. A sonnet presents ideas in free verse. d. A sonnet has fourteen lines.

 27. In which answer choice is an adverb clause used to combine these two short sentences?

Chicago is often cold in winter. The weather there was particularly bad this year.
 

a. Although Chicago is often cold in winter, the weather there was particularly bad 
this year.

b. Chicago is often cold in winter, but the weather there was particularly bad this year.

c. Chicago is often cold in winter; however, the weather there was particularly bad this 
year.

d. Chicago is often cold in winter, with the weather there being particularly bad this 
year.

 28. Which statement is NOT an example of an archetypal theme?

a. It takes courage to oppose the majority.

b. Love can overcome any problem.

c. Life in the city comes with many problems.

d. Good eventually triumphs over evil.

 29. Which of these is the most accurate definition of blank verse?

a. unrhymed poetry that has no meter

b. any poetry that uses iambic pentameter

c. poetry that is spoken by characters in a play

d. unrhymed poetry that uses iambic pentameter

 30. According to this dictionary entry, what is the origin of the word skeptic? 
 

skep-tic (skep'tik) [Lat. skepticus < Gk. skeptikos, thoughtful, inquiring, going back to IndoEur. 

base spek-, to peer, to watch closely] n. 1. [S-] a member of a Greek school of philosophers that 

expressed doubt about generally accepted ideas 2. a person who typically doubts or questions 
matters that are generally accepted.
 

a. from the Latin word for "to watch closely"

b. from the Greek word for "thoughtful"

c. from the Indo-European word for "to express doubt"

d. from the Greek word for "school"

 31. In which answer choice is a compound verb used to combine these choppy sentences? 

Dr. Lin bought a new smartphone. She still has her old one.
 

a. Dr. Lin bought a new smartphone, but she still has her old one.

b. Although Dr. Lin bought a new smartphone, she still has her old one.

c. Dr. Lin bought a new smartphone; however, she still has her old one.

d. Dr. Lin bought a new smartphone but still has her old one.

 32. Which statement applies to a traditional epic hero?

a. The epic hero usually possesses traits that his or her society values.

b. The epic hero usually displays a tragic flaw that leads to his or her downfall.

c. The epic hero is usually an ordinary, everyday sort of person.

d. The adventures of an epic hero are always presented in chronological order.
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 45. Which sentence contains the clearest example of an allusion?

a. Sol is the Hercules of our climbing 
club.

c. The wind sang in the trees.

b. Education is often the engine of 
change.

d. Sometimes Amy is as slow as a turtle.

 46. A temporary job lasts for only a given period. Your contemporaries are people who were born 
around the same year as you were. Using this information, what do you conclude the root -temp- 
means?

a. work c. peers

b. time d. birth

 47. What does it mean to say that an epic opens in medias res?

a. It opens with a long section of 
exposition.

c. It opens with praise for the author's 
Muse.

b. It opens in the middle of the action. d. It opens with a flashback.

 48. Review the following two short sentences. In which answer choice are the two sentences 
combined correctly? 

Bev saw an alligator. The alligator was slinking through the swamp.
 

a. Slinking through the swamp, Bev saw an alligator.

b. Bev, slinking through the swamp, saw an alligator.

c. Bev saw an alligator slinking through the swamp.

d. An alligator was seen by Bev slinking through the swamp.

 49. Which sentence contains an absolute phrase?

a. Deeply upset, the child demanded our attention.

b. The child was deeply upset, her sobs demanding our attention.

c. Sobbing as if her heart would break, the child demanded our attention.

d. Her sobbing demanded our attention, for the child was deeply upset.

 50. To strengthen an argument, what does the author of a persuasive essay often introduce and then 
try to disprove?

a. counterclaims c. appeals to reason

b. evidence d. charged language

 51. Which term identifies the high point of intensity in a story's plot?

a. syntax c. archetype

b. climax d. resolution

 52. Use your knowledge of the prefix trans- to identify where the Trans-Canada Highway goes.

a. into Canada c. beneath the Canadian border

b. across Canada d. parallel with the Canadian border
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 40. Review the following examples. The first example features a direct quotation from O. Henry's 
story "The Gift of the Magi." The second features an indirect quotation from the story. What 
correction should be made to the punctuation of these quotations?

1 Direct Quotation "Now, there were two possessions of the James Dillingham Youngs in which 
they both took a mighty pride" (54). 

2 Indirect Quotation The wigmaker requests that "Della take off her hat."
 

a. In the first example, move the quotation mark after pride to come after the period.

b. In the first example, move the quotation mark after pride to come after the closing 
parenthesis.

c. In the second example, move the quotation mark before Della to come before that.

d. In the second example, remove the quotation marks around "Della take off her hat."

 41. Which of these is the most accurate definition of epic simile?

a. any simile that appears in a piece of epic literature

b. an elaborate comparison extended over several lines of an epic or another work

c. a simile that also includes personification

d. a comparison of two epic heroes in a literary work

 42. Which sentence contains BOTH a gerund phrase and a participial phrase?

a. My brother Ryan likes visiting the art museum, but parking there is always a 
problem.

b. Julia, grabbing the sports page, wanted to see if the winning team was the Eagles, 
her favorite.

c. Walking to the supermarket and back is Ms. Watson's way to get frequent exercise.

d. Looking for his missing sock, Scott said, "This is like trying to find a needle in a 
haystack!"

 43. Which sentence contains imagery that appeals to all five senses?

a. At our approach, the dogs leaped and barked like noisy circus animals.

b. The crashing waves sent a stinging, salty spray into my eyes and mouth.

c. Professor Mitchell was cautious by nature and rarely took chances.
d. The sweet scent and taste of the melons brought back strong memories.

 44. Study this dictionary entry. Then, choose the most accurate statement about the word wretched. 

Base your choice on the information in the entry.

wretch-ed (rech'id) [MEng. wrecched < OEng. wrecca, an outcast, one driven out < wrecan, to 

drive out, to punish, going back to IndoEur. base wreg-, to oppress, to hunt down] adj. 1. deeply 

unhappy or distressed; miserable 2. causing distress or misery; dismal [wretched poverty] 3. very 

poor in quality [a wretched performance] 4. despicable; contemptible. –wretch'ed-ly adv. 

–wretch'ed-ness n.

 

a. The word wretched can be used as a verb or as an adjective.

b. The word wretched has one syllable and a silent w.

c. It would be appropriate to describe very poor weather as wretched.

d. Adding the suffix -ly to the word wretched turns it into a noun.

18 19



Copyright © Pearson Education, Inc., or its affiliates.  All rights reserved. 10

Read this short poem by Robert Frost. Then, answer the following question(s).

 58. When reading "Fire and Ice" for its basic meaning, where should you pause?

a. after every line c. after lines 1, 2, 4, 5, and 9

b. after lines 4 and 9 only d. at the end of the poem only

 59. In line 1, what sound device do the phrases "some say" and "world will" illustrate?

a. alliteration c. consonance
b. assonance d. onomatopoeia

 60. What is the rhyme scheme of "Fire and Ice"?

a. abaabcdcd c. ababbcaca

b. abaabcbcb d. abacdcbcd

 61. Which statement most accurately describes the meter of "Fire and Ice"?

a. Most of its lines contain five iambs, but some have fewer.

b. Most of its lines contain four iambs, but some have fewer.

c. All of its lines contain four iambs.

d. It is a free verse poem with no metrical pattern.

 62. Which statement best paraphrases lines 5–9 of "Fire and Ice"?

a. From what I know of hate, ice would work if the world had to end a second time.
b. If the world had to end a second time, I hate to think what ice would do to it.

c. From what I know of ice, it would be sufficient for ending hate in the world.

d. I know that ice can destroy the world almost as effectively as hatred can.

 63. Which of these best describes the diction that is part of Frost's style?

a. filled with made-up words c. simple and precise

b. very flowery d. formal and wordy

 64. What type of poem is "Fire and Ice"?

a. haiku c. narrative poem

b. sonnet d. lyric poem
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Read this excerpt from "Glory and Hope," a speech that South Africa's first black president, Nelson 
Mandela, delivered the day he took office. Then, answer the following question(s).
 
(1) That spiritual and physical oneness we all share with this common homeland explains the 
depth of the pain we all carried in our hearts as we saw our country tear itself apart in terrible 
conflict and as we saw it spurned, outlawed and isolated by the people of the world, precisely 
because it has become the universal base of the pernicious ideology and practice of racism and 
racial oppression.
 
(2) We, the people of South Africa, feel fulfilled that humanity has taken us back into its bosom, 
that we, who were outlaws not so long ago, have today been given the rare privilege to be the 
host to the nations of the world on our own soil.

...
 
(3) The time for the healing of the wounds has come.
 
(4) The moment to bridge the chasms that divide us has come.
 
(5) The time to build is upon us.
 
(6) We have, at last, achieved our political emancipation. We pledge ourselves to liberate all our 
people from the continuing bondage of poverty, deprivation, suffering, gender and other 
discrimination.
 
(7) We succeeded to take our last steps to freedom in conditions of relative peace. We commit 
ourselves to the construction of a complete, just and lasting peace.

 53. Which sentence states the main idea of this speech?

a. South Africa, for all its flaws, is a nation that its people love.

b. South Africa was once shunned by the rest of the world as a place of racial 
oppression.

c. South Africa has been and always will be committed to peace.

d. South Africa is overcoming its oppressive past and entering a time of hope, peace, 
and freedom.

 54. To which emotions of the audience does paragraph 2 primarily appeal?

a. fear and sorrow c. anger and resentment

b. patriotism and pride d. guilt and shame

 55. In paragraph 3, which word has the strongest positive connotation?

a. time c. wounds

b. healing d. come

 56. Paragraph 3 consists of a single sentence. What is the simple subject of that sentence?

a. time c. wounds

b. healing d. come

 57. What rhetorical devices are used in the second sentence of paragraph 6?

a. restatement and analogy c. repetition and analogy
b. restatement and parallelism d. analogy and parallelism
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 71. Which sentence from the passage contains verbs in BOTH the simple past and past perfect 
tenses?

a. sentence 6 c. sentence 9

b. sentence 7 d. sentence 14

 72. As what part of speech does the infinitive phrase in sentence 9 function?

a. noun c. adjective

b. verb d. adverb

 73. Which word from the passage contains a prefix meaning "not"?

a. experience (sentence 1) c. dislikes (sentence 8)

b. decided (sentence 3) d. continued (sentence 10)

Read this passage from "Desiderata" by Elizabeth McCracken. Then, answer the following 
question(s).
 
Desiderata, I learned in library science school, were the items you needed for an archive to make 
it useful. Useful, not complete, because there is no such thing as a complete archive. There's 
always a letter out there you want and need, either in someone else's collection or in an attic or 
just unfound. You need and want things you don't even know exist. That's how collections work.
 
I come from a family strong on documents. I have a small archive myself. My grandfather 
McCracken was a genealogist—I have his history of the McCrackens, a lovely compilation of 
research on early ancestors and personal remembrances of his own relatives. His wife, my 
grandmother, wrote stories and poems; I have copies of those, and remember once opening a 
drawer full of letters she wrote to God, part prayer and part daily correspondence to Someone 
dear. I have my grandmother Jacobson's collection of family letters; she had 11 brothers and 
sisters, some who wrote often and some just now and then. I have diplomas of relatives I never 
met. I have diaries and laundry lists. I love anything written by a relative, any evidence of what 
they really thought.

 74. Which sentence from the passage contains an adverb?

a. I come from a family strong on documents.

b. I have a small archive myself.

c. I have diplomas of relatives I never met.

d. I have diaries and laundry lists.

 75. Which sentence from the passage contains at least one prepositional phrase?

a. You need and want things you don't even know exist.
b. That's how collections work.

c. I come from a family strong on documents.

d. I have a small archive myself.

 76. Which sentence from the passage contains at least one appositive?

a. Desiderata, I learned in library science school, were the items you needed for an 
archive to make it useful.

b. You need and want things you don't even know exist.

c. His wife, my grandmother, wrote stories and poems. …

d. I have my grandmother Jacobson's collection of family letters. …
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Read this passage. Then, answer the following question(s).
 
(1) Hiking the Appalachian Trail is a difficult but memorable experience. (2) Everyone I know 
who has done it recalls the experience even if they did it decades ago. (3) Last summer, my 
brother, a few of my friends, and I decided to give it a try. (4) My credo is "If you think you can 
do it, then do it!"
 
(5) We congregated early on a Saturday morning. (6) We had decided to stay on the trail for 
seven days. (7) It wasn't long before it began to rain. (8) My friend Rudy especially dislikes rain 
and cold. (9) We had brought portable camp stoves and tents to the trail with us, so we decided 
that our best option was to stop for the day.
 
(10) The next day, the rain continued to pour down. (11) The amount of water was simply 
incredible; it seemed to engulf the world. (12) Nevertheless, we continued with our hike. (13) 
Finally, on the fifth day, the clouds broke, and the sun began streaming through the trees. 

(14) We enjoyed the last two days on the trail, but we were completely exhausted at the end. (15) 
Rudy summed up our experience with his usual goofy humor: "Seven days of hiking the 
Appalachian Trail make one weak!"

 65. Which sentences from the passage best support the stated main idea: "Hiking the Appalachian 
Trail is a difficult but memorable experience"?

a. sentences 2 and 14 c. sentences 3 and 10

b. sentences 3 and 8 d. sentences 6 and 11

 66. Which sentence contains a predicate adjective?

a. sentence 1 c. sentence 8

b. sentence 5 d. sentence 11

 67. The words credo and incredible, which are underlined in the passage, feature the Latin root 
-cred-. Using your knowledge of the root -cred- and the context of the passage, choose the best 
definitions of the words.

a. Credo means "camping supplies." Incredible means "opposed to camping."

b. Credo means "guiding belief." Incredible means "unable to be believed."

c. Credo means "favorite saying." Incredible means "unable to be said."

d. Credo means "true description." Incredible means "unable to be described."

 68. Which of these is a compound sentence?

a. sentence 1 c. sentence 6

b. sentence 3 d. sentence 13

 69. What literary element is best illustrated by Rudy's final remark?

a. onomatopoeia c. pun

b. symbol d. monologue

 70. The word engulf, which is underlined in the passage, features the Latin prefix en-. Using your 
knowledge of the prefix en- and the context of the passage, choose the best definition of the word 
engulf.

a. add to; increase c. push up; throw out

b. carry off; remove d. take inside; swallow up
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 80. What do Cleopatra's words reveal about her feelings regarding Antony's possible death?

a. She is devastated at the thought of losing him.

b. She is surprised to learn that he is still alive.

c. She is hopeful that she may yet win his love.

d. She is glad to have triumphed over her enemy.

 81. Which type of figurative language is most clearly illustrated by Cleopatra's statement that "All 
strange and terrible events are welcome, / But comforts we despise"?

a. symbol c. paradox

b. metaphor d. personification

 82. In Cleopatra's speech in lines 3–4 of the passage, what type of sentence part is the word comforts?

a. subject c. indirect object

b. direct object d. predicate nominative

 83. Reread lines 2–6 in sentences. All together, how many sentences does Cleopatra speak in these 
lines?

a. two c. four

b. three d. five

Reading-Readiness Diagnostic Test
Identify the word that best completes the sentence.

 84. Because of the snowstorm, our teacher is ________ today's field trip until next week.

a. revealing c. relenting

b. postponing d. encasing

 85. A plastic miniature bride and groom stood on the top ________ of the wedding cake.

a. tier c. menu

b. sheen d. trait

 86. To reach her goal, the athlete had to overcome illness and other ________.

a. indications c. obstacles

b. sentiments d. successions

 87. Because the mountain appeared to fill the sky, we knew it was ________.

a. solitary c. colossal
b. abrupt d. inconsequential

 88. I could not see the playground because a large tree ________ my view.

a. pursued c. emphasized

b. detected d. obscured

 89. Everyone's eyes watered, for the smell of the rotten vegetables was quite ________.

a. pungent c. adorned

b. tedious d. crimson

 90. Send an ambulance without delay, for the emergency requires ________ attention.

a. regional c. bleak

b. inferior d. immediate

 91. The knife resembled a small saw because its edge was ________.

a. jagged c. lavender

b. apprehensive d. excessive
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 77. What is the purpose of the semicolon in the following sentence from the passage?

His wife, my grandmother, wrote stories and poems; I have copies of those, and remember once 
opening a drawer full of letters she wrote to God, part prayer and part daily correspondence to 
Someone dear.
 

a. It separates closely related independent clauses.
b. It separates items in a series that already contain several commas.

c. It introduces a list after an independent clause.

d. It introduces a quotation after an independent clause.

 78. What type of sentence is the final sentence in the passage?

a. simple c. complex

b. compound d. compound-complex

Read this passage from Act IV, Scene xv, of The Tragedy of Antony and Cleopatra by William 
Shakespeare. Then, answer the following question(s).

 79. What do the stage directions in this part of the scene tell about the characters?

a. their words and feelings c. their physical appearance

b. their positions and movements d. their motivation
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 106. The gentle, lilac-scented perfume was very ________.

a. academic c. fragrant

b. melodious d. violent

 107. The cafeteria is always noisy, but today there is an unusual amount of ________.

a. intention c. scrutiny

b. undergrowth d. clamor

 108. The evil monster was hard to kill, but it finally was________ by the hero.

a. slain c. starched

b. rebounded d. associated

 109. Having practiced hard and done well in the tryouts, Ashley is ________ of victory.

a. respectable c. universal

b. confident d. paradoxical

 110. Raising money to build a homeless shelter is a worthy ________ .

a. intermission c. endeavor

b. patience d. stature

 111. The doorman used a whistle to ________ a taxi for the hotel guests.

a. summon c. result
b. outmaneuver d. specialize

 112. Many reporters were sent out to cover news stories on this very ________ day.

a. agile c. haughty

b. eventful d. protective

 113. The mayor's committee awarded Maria a medal for her ________.

a. fiend c. menace

b. interruption d. heroism

 114. The two nations cooperated peacefully because they had a strong ________.

a. fury c. alliance

b. tomb d. musician

 115. I prefer to use real sugar or honey, not a(n) ________ sweetener.

a. artificial c. unruly

b. virtuous d. enthusiastic

 116. Is Devon your friend, or is he your ________?

a. disposition c. intrusion

b. assurance d. adversary

 117. She was dressed in pink, blue, and bright orange—truly ________ colors.

a. cowardly c. adjacent
b. courteous d. garish

 118. The train is scheduled to arrive in Chicago at 7:00 and ________ two hours later.

a. intend c. depart

b. rouse d. forfeit

 119. As she crossed the finish line, the winner pumped her fist in a sign of ________.

a. triumph c. secrecy

b. calamity d. leisure
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 92. We watched DVDs of the TV show's episodes in ________, beginning with Episode 1.

a. generosity c. intuition

b. sequence d. lowland

 93. The pieces must fit together exactly, so you must measure everything with ________.

a. anticipation c. precision

b. prosperity d. modesty

 94. To sprain your ankle is painful, but to break it is sheer ________.

a. isolation c. symphony

b. influence d. agony

 95. The nation is now called Myanmar, but old maps use Burma, its ________ name.

a. crucial c. teeming

b. relentless d. former

 96. Since his master died, the dog has been sad and ________ .

a. circulating c. substantial

b. melancholy d. imaginative

 97. I dislike when people hide the truth, and I particularly ________ lies.

a. despise c. await
b. scour d. transform

 98. A business that makes a lot of money is a ________ one.

a. residential c. voluntary

b. equal d. prosperous

 99. Instead of shouting "Surprise!" before or after me, shout it ________ with me.

a. invariably c. simultaneously

b. acutely d. absolutely

 100. The commuters rushing through the subway station created a very ________ scene.

a. sentimental c. moral

b. chaotic d. mellow

 101. I promised to help whenever you need me, and now I am honoring that ________.

a. establishment c. hamlet

b. pledge d. discord

 102. Mrs. Cohen is an excellent manager, with a strong ________ of efficiency about her.

a. aura c. spectator

b. limitation d. oppression

 103. By helping good people and capturing criminals, the superhero tried to end ________.

a. radiance c. injustice
b. abundance d. assumptions

 104. Based on the evidence, the scientist developed a reasonable ________ .

a. sage c. grandeur

b. theory d. sedan

 105. You will not succeed if you try to lift something that is ________.

a. putative c. vigorous

b. precious d. immovable
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Grade 9 Mid-Year Summative Test

MULTIPLE CHOICE

Read this passage from "The Secret Life of Walter Mitty" by James Thurber. Then, answer the 
following question(s).
 
"We're going through!" The Commander's voice was like thin ice breaking. He wore his
full-dress uniform, with the heavily braided white cap pulled down rakishly over one 
cold gray eye. "We can't make it, sir. It's spoiling for a hurricane, if you ask me." "I'm not 
asking you, Lieutenant Berg," said the Commander. "Throw on the power lights! Rev 
her up to 8,500! We're going through!" The pounding of the cylinders increased: 
ta-pocketa-pocketa-pocketa-pocketa-pocketa. The Commander stared at the ice forming on the 
pilot window. He walked over and twisted a row of complicated dials. "Switch on No. 8 
auxiliary!" he shouted. "Switch on No. 8 auxiliary!" repeated Lieutenant Berg. "Full strength in 
No. 3 turret!" shouted the Commander. "Full strength in No. 3 turret!" The crew, bending to 
their various tasks in the huge, hurtling eight-engined Navy hydroplane, looked at each other 
and grinned. "The Old Man'll get us through," they said to one another.…
 
"Not so fast! You're driving too fast!" said Mrs. Mitty. "What are you driving so fast for?"
 
"Hmm?" said Walter Mitty. He looked at his wife, in the seat beside him, with shocked 
astonishment. She seemed grossly unfamiliar, like a strange woman who had yelled at him in a 
crowd. "You were up to fifty-five," she said. "You know I don't like to go more than forty. You 
were up to fifty-five." Walter Mitty drove on toward Waterbury in silence, the roaring of the 
SN202 through the worst storm in twenty years of Navy flying fading in the remote, intimate 
airways of his mind. "You're tensed up again," said Mrs. Mitty. "It's one of your days. I wish 
you'd let Dr. Renshaw look you over."

 1. Which inference about Walter Mitty is best supported by details in this passage?
a. He has a vivid imagination. c. He was once an officer in the Navy.
b. He is a skilled airplane pilot. d. He often speeds when driving.

 2. From what point of view is the passage narrated?
a. first-person, by Walter Mitty c. third-person limited
b. first-person, by Mrs. Mitty d. third-person omniscient

 3. Which type of sound device does the use of "ta-pocketa-pocketa-pocketa-pocketa-pocketa" most 
clearly illustrate?
a. alliteration c. assonance
b. consonance d. onomatopoeia

 4. Which statement best explains why Walter Mitty drives faster than forty miles an hour?
a. He is a daredevil in everything he does.
b. He is lost in a daydream about speedy planes.
c. He secretly enjoys scaring his wife.
d. He is in a great hurry to reach his destination.
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 120. The flute is one of my favorite musical ________.

a. predicaments c. fabrics

b. instruments d. resolutions

 121. The criminal had to begin a new life elsewhere, having been ________ from his homeland.

a. signified c. unaccustomed

b. fractured d. banished

 122. Going all the way downtown to buy a shirt is less ________ than ordering one online.

a. boundless c. convenient

b. rebellious d. sallow

 123. The child's parents are fair and only punish him when he is ________.

a. predominant c. exquisite

b. disobedient d. inevitable

 124. The queen ruled over a peaceful ________.

a. anguish c. handiwork

b. realm d. trophy

 125. Is the castle a real place, or it is a(n) ________ one?

a. mythical c. formidable
b. fiery d. odious

 126. When the little boy broke his sister's favorite toy, she was filled with ________.

a. guise c. wrath

b. harmony d. shield

 127. I wanted peace and quiet, so I went to a(n) ________ place.

a. unsavory c. vile

b. contemptible d. tranquil

 128. Aunt Miriam invited us to come in with a silent ________.

a. siege c. gesture

b. chink d. tradition

 129. Hiroshi wanted to go on the trip, but his mother ________ to give permission.

a. indulged c. refused

b. lingered d. enthralled

 130. It is best to avoid lions and other ________ animals.

a. humble c. indifferent

b. fierce d. internal

 131. I will stick to my diet even though your delicious desserts ________ me.

a. tempt c. cluster
b. falter d. irresistible

 132. The soldiers were organized into ________, each with its own leader.

a. shards c. trials

b. caverns d. squadrons

 133. Grandpa is a talented artist and takes great ________ in his work.

a. pride c. venom

b. outrage d. combat
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Identify the choice that best answers the question.

 5. From details in this opening paragraph of a story, what do you predict is most likely to happen 
later?

Colin slipped in and out of the lab quickly, the stolen documents hidden in his jacket. He easily 
made his way to the freight elevator and took it to the basement, unaware of the tiny camera in 
the corner. He was sure he would never be suspected of the theft.

a. Colin will misplace the documents. c. Colin will be captured and killed.
b. Colin will have to decode the 

documents.
d. Colin will be suspected of the theft.

 6. Which rhetorical structure or device does this sentence most clearly illustrate?
 
We must protect the environment to remedy the abuses of the past, to defend against the dangers 
of the present, and to provide for the people of the future.

a. ethos c. parallelism
b. charged language d. analogy

 7. Which of these literary devices usually helps to create suspense in a story's plot?
a. foreshadowing c. exposition
b. direct characterization d. historical context

 8. Which of these sentences from a persuasive essay is an example of an appeal to reason?
a. Think of how much fun a town-wide Fitness Day would be!
b. Studies have shown that exercise has both physical and mental benefits.
c. Personally, I always feel much better after a long workout.
d. If you want your friends to have long, healthy lives, beg them to exercise.

 9. Which sentence would make the most persuasive opening for a speech arguing for more 
nutritious school lunches?
a. Many students dislike the current lunch program and feel it should be changed.
b. Evidence from a number of expert sources suggests that schools should design more 

nutritious lunch menus.
c. Spaghetti is my favorite school lunch, and I have read that it is nutritious.
d. Even though fruits and vegetables are not very popular menu choices, they are good 

sources of vitamins.

 10. Which statement does NOT support or logically extend this main idea: "Tornadoes can be 
dangerous—even deadly—storms"?
a. Tornadoes sometimes strike suddenly, without warning.
b. A tornado's twisting winds can rotate at more than 300 miles per hour.
c. If a tornado warning is issued, find a safe area, such as a basement.
d. The word tornado comes from a Spanish word meaning "to turn."

 11. Which piece of information would most likely be found in a thesaurus?
a. the etymology of the word consecrate

b. definitions for the word recall

c. synonyms for the word manipulate

d. the pronunciation of the word constabulary
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 12. Each item in this list pairs a verb with the noun formed from the verb by adding the suffix -tion. 
From these examples, what can you conclude is the meaning of -tion?
 
prevent, prevention
participate, participation
invite, invitation
 
a. the act of c. bringing together
b. causing d. promoting

 13. Which word in this sentence is a predicate adjective?
  
The marmalade cat on the windowsill seemed anxious about the large raccoon nearby.

a. marmalade c. large
b. anxious d. nearby

 14. Which sentence needs a revision to correct an error in subject-verb agreement?
a. Both of my best friends live on the same block.
b. Each of the motorists make different claims about the accident.
c. Either the dog or the cat sleeps in my room every night.
d. Some of the high-school bicyclists have entered the college race.

 15. Which tense of the verb work is NOT correctly labeled?

a. Present Tense: work c. Past Tense: worked
b. Present Perfect Tense: has worked d. Past Perfect Tense: have worked

 16. Which sentence uses a verb in the passive voice?
a. Sheila slowed down her car for the passing runners.
b. Many drivers had forgotten about the race today.
c. The marathon passed down Main Street and into the park.
d. The roadblocks were removed after the race.

 17. Which word in this sentence is an indirect object?

This year our doctor gave us our flu shots early in September.
 
a. doctor c. shots
b. us d. September

 18. As what part of speech does the infinitive phrase in this sentence function?

I want to visit Montana again next summer.
 
a. noun c. adjective
b. verb d. adverb

 19. What is the appositive phrase in this sentence?

Sault Sainte Marie, a small city in Michigan, is across the river from a city with the same name in 
Canada.
 
a. Sault Sainte Marie c. across the river
b. a small city in Michigan d. a city with the same name in Canada
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 26. Which statement best paraphrases these lines from Edgar Allan Poe's "The Raven"?

Much I marveled this ungainly fowl to hear discourse so plainly,
Though its answer little meaning—little relevancy bore.
 
a. I was amazed that this awkward bird spoke so clearly, even though the answer made 

little sense.
b. The bird was so ugly that it amazed me, but its response was meaningless and 

irrelevant.
c. I was amazed that the plain-looking bird answered me, even though its long 

response was silly and boring.
d. The clumsy bird stared with wonder at me and spoke plainly, but I still did not 

understand the relevance of what it said.

Read this passage from "The Gift of the Magi" by O. Henry. Then, answer the following 
question(s).
 
Della finished her cry and attended to her cheeks with the powder rag. She stood by the window 
and looked out dully at a gray cat walking a gray fence in a gray backyard. Tomorrow would be 
Christmas Day, and she had only $1.87 with which to buy Jim a present. She had been saving 
every penny she could for months, with this result. Twenty dollars a week doesn't go far. 
Expenses had been greater than she had calculated. They always are. Only $1.87 to buy a present 
for Jim. Her Jim. Many a happy hour she had spent planning for something nice for him. 
Something fine and rare and sterling—something just a little bit near to being worthy of the 
honor of being owned by Jim.

 27. O. Henry uses indirect characterization to present Della. Which description of Della does the 
passage most clearly support?
a. a habitual shopper c. a wealthy heiress
b. a loving wife d. a hopeless dreamer

 28. Which statement best describes the conflict that Della faces?
a. She does not have enough money to buy her husband a gift.
b. She refuses to admit that she and Jim are poor.
c. She likes to shop, but she and Jim have no money.
d. She is disappointed that Jim must work on Christmas.

 29. Della wants to buy a gift for her husband that is "fine and rare and sterling." In this context, 
which of the multiple meanings of sterling applies?

a. a type of silver strengthened with a small amount of another metal
b. made of strengthened silver
c. payable in British money
d. of superior quality
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 20. How many proper nouns does this sentence contain?

Juana, who lives in Orlando, plans to attend Flagler College this autumn.
 
a. 1 c. 3
b. 2 d. 4

 21. Which statement best supports this thesis statement for a cause-and-effect essay?
 
Because more people are turning to online movies and DVD rental by mail, video stores are 
failing.
 
a. High-definition DVDs offer enhanced viewing options.
b. Many people now prefer to watch online movies for the convenience.
c. Movies continue to play a large role in the entertainment industry.
d. Audio CD sales have also been affected by industry changes.

 22. In this sentence from James Hurst's story "The Scarlet Ibis," to which sense does the imagery 
primarily appeal?
 
The flower garden is prim, the house a gleaming white, and the pale fence across the yard stands 
straight and spruce.

a. sight c. taste
b. hearing d. touch

 23. In an argued response to literature, which of these statements best replies to a counterclaim?
a. My friend Erin calls Rand the hero of the story, but Erin always has strange ideas 

about literature.
b. Some readers call Rand the hero, but the negative adjectives describing him suggest 

otherwise.
c. Anyone who has seen the film version of this story knows that Rand is a villain, not 

a hero.
d. Rand cannot be the hero of the story, because he dies in the end.

 24. Which word contains a Latin root that means "time"?
a. benevolently c. creed
b. deferred d. temporal

 25. Which sentence contains a gerund phrase?
a. Ed was traveling by train to Florida when he heard the news.
b. Traveling by train, we saw a variety of landscapes on our trip.
c. Traveling by train is a very interesting way to see this country.
d. I have some friends who will be traveling by train this winter.
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 34. Which type of sound device does line 6 of the poem illustrate?
a. alliteration c. consonance
b. assonance d. internal rhyme

 35. Which of the following stanzas of Dickinson's poem contains an exact end rhyme?
a. the first stanza c. the third stanza
b. the second stanza d. the fourth stanza

 36. What is the pattern of meter in the first three stanzas of the poem?
a. four lines of iambic trimeter in each stanza
b. four lines of iambic tetrameter in each stanza
c. alternating lines of iambic pentameter and iambic tetrameter
d. alternating lines of iambic tetrameter and iambic trimeter

 37. Which of these themes does the figurative language in the poem most likely suggest?
a. On a dark night, our eyes gradually adjust to changes in lighting.
b. We gain insight as we grow accustomed to the mysteries of life and death.
c. Good neighbors will stand by us in difficult times.
d. We are foolish if we ignore the fact that there is evil in the world.
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The following paragraph briefly summarizes "The Gift of the Magi," a short story by O. Henry. 
Read the passage, and then answer the question(s).

In the story "The Gift of the Magi" by O. Henry, the character Della sells her beautiful, long hair 
to a wigmaker in order to buy a watch chain for Jim, her husband, as a Christmas gift. At the 
same time, unbeknownst to Della, Jim sells his watch, which he greatly treasures, to buy Della 
beautiful hair combs. Near the end of the story, the two exchange their gifts and are each moved 
by the sacrifice the other has made.

 30. What literary element does the ending of this story illustrate?
a. foreshadowing c. reportage
b. irony d. symbolism

 31. Which theme do the actions of Della and Jim suggest most clearly?
a. Being wealthy makes life easier. c. Love is the greatest gift.
b. Beauty is in the eye of the beholder. d. Time heals all wounds.

Read this poem by Emily Dickinson. Then, answer the following question(s).

 32. What type of poem is "We grow accustomed to the Dark—"?
a. narrative poem c. sonnet
b. lyric poem d. free verse

 33. Which type of figurative language does the poem's last line most clearly illustrate?
a. simile c. personification
b. metaphor d. paradox
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Grade 9 End-of-Year Summative Test

MULTIPLE CHOICE

Read this passage. Then, answer the following question(s).
 
The kea is a large green parrot that lives in mountainous regions of New Zealand. The Maori, 
the native people of New Zealand, gave the parrot its name, which is an imitation of its long, 
loud greeting call: keeeeeee-ahhh.
 
People who see keas for the first time often mistake them for hawks or other predatory birds 
because of the kea's round, hefty body and long, hooked beak. However, the kea is definitely a 
parrot. Like other parrots, the kea has an extremely large forebrain, which gives it great learning 
powers and problem-solving skills. The pesky kea definitely uses its problem-solving skills and its 
big feet to grasp items, and, in the process, gets into a lot of trouble!
 
What kind of trouble? Imagine that you and your family are on a camping trip in the mountains. 
You park your car in a safe place and make sure that the car and the bikes on the bike rack are 
locked. Then, you pitch your tent and go off on a scenic hike. Enter a couple of curious keas. 
Searching for food at your campsite, they tear your tent to shreds. Then, they use their agile feet 
and strong beaks to pick up stones to throw at the windows of your car. A window cracks, and 
the keas peck at it until it breaks. Then, they hop into the car and tear the seats apart. Still 
dissatisfied with the meager amount of food you've left behind, they fly onto the bike rack and 
chew apart the bungee cords holding the bikes in place. As a final blow, they eat the bicycle 
seats!

 1. Think about the details in this passage. From what type of nonfiction does it most likely come?

a. a memoir c. a persuasive essay

b. an expository essay d. an anecdote

 2. Which of these best describes the author's style?

a. dry and informative c. factual but entertaining

b. simple but poetic d. complex and philosophical

 3. Which sentence most accurately states the main idea of the passage?

a. The kea's physical appearance leads many people to mistake it for a hawk.
b. The kea is a curious, hungry bird that can survive by eating almost anything.

c. The kea, a type of parrot, is a curious, intelligent, and often destructive bird.

d. Native people of New Zealand named the kea to mimic the bird's greeting call.

 4. According to the passage, what causes people to mistake a kea for a predatory bird?

a. its strange call c. its violent behavior

b. its large forebrain d. its shape and beak

 5. Which word or phrase best describes the author's tone in this passage?

a. sad and mournful c. formal

b. somewhat humorous d. judgmental

 6. Which word in the passage is the best example of onomatopoeia?

a. keeeeeee-ahhh c. hefty

b. predatory d. pesky
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Identify the choice that best answers the question.

 7. Which statement about dramatic speeches is accurate?

a. An aside is shorter than a soliloquy. c. A soliloquy is shorter than a 
monologue.

b. A soliloquy is shorter than an aside. d. A monologue is shorter than a 
soliloquy.

 8. What is the meaning of the Latin root -temp-, as in the words temporal and temporary?

a. speech c. belief

b. slowly d. time

 9. Which phrase best describes the author's voice in this passage?
  
Because I was late for school on Tuesday, I missed the principal's announcement that 
Wednesday's "Costume Day" had been canceled. Imagine how I felt when I boarded the bus the 
next morning, wearing a chicken costume!
 

a. confident and proud c. light and humorous

b. happy and grateful d. worried and tense

 10. Which statement about an epic hero is accurate?

a. An epic hero demonstrates values that are shared by the hero's society.

b. An epic hero is an average, everyday person.
c. An epic hero has a tragic flaw that leads to the hero's downfall.

d. An epic hero's exploits are always told in chronological (time) order.

 11. What is the meaning of the Latin root -bene-, as in the words benefit and benevolent?

a. firm and strong c. money or wealth
b. good or well d. moving or churning

 12. Which of these words contains a Latin root meaning "speak"?

a. elegance c. ambience

b. martial d. loquacious

 13. In a thesaurus, what would you most likely find in the entry for the word cascade?

a. pronunciation of the word c. etymology of the word

b. synonyms of the word d. examples illustrating the word's usage

 14. Use your knowledge of the Greek prefix mono- to define the word monosyllabic.

a. consisting of just one syllable c. having unstressed syllables
b. having many syllables d. changing syllables to form new words

 15. What is the meaning of the Latin prefix pre-?

a. around c. in favor of

b. in advance d. across

 16. Which of these sentences contains a verb in the past perfect tense?
a. Even before we get to the airport, the plane will have landed.

b. Fortunately, the weather did not affect our plans.

c. By the time Mr. and Mrs. Patel arrived, dinner had been served.

d. The jazz singer has won numerous music awards.
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 24. Which sentence contains a participial phrase?

a. Rowing the boat had been hard work, we all agreed afterward.

b. Josh, speaking with excitement, explained his plan to the committee.

c. The mysterious swamp was gleaming with phosphorescent light.

d. I enjoyed reading the novel about an adventure in ancient Egypt.

 25. Which of these is a compound sentence?

a. The Herald, a prominent newspaper, had been in business for more than 100 years.

b. At first its circulation was only 500 papers daily.

c. However, circulation grew and grew, reaching 100,000 papers by 1998.

d. Then, people began reading the news online, circulation fell, and the paper folded.

 26. Which of these sentences from a cause-and-effect essay does NOT have an objective tone?

a. Kid sisters—even worse, kid brothers—can be awful pests.

b. The desire for more parental attention may be a factor in sibling rivalry.

c. Sibling relationships are often affected by differences in age.

d. Competitive sports may generate conflict between siblings.

 27. Which type of organization usually works best for an autobiographical narrative?

a. cause and effect c. point by point

b. sequence of events d. argumentation

 28. Which strategy would be best to use when writing a problem-and-solution essay?
a. Ignore counterclaims. c. Present the strongest solution first.

b. Assume readers already agree with 
you.

d. Avoid personal examples and 
anecdotes.

 29. Which statement about Lady Bird Johnson's White House Diary uses incorrect punctuation with 
a quotation?

a. Direct Quotation: Lady Bird Johnson opens her account with these words: "It all 
began so beautifully."

b. Indirect Quotation: Lady Bird Johnson writes that "she thought the day began 
beautifully."

c. Direct Quotation: Lady Bird Johnson tells us, "It all began so beautifully."

d. Direct Quotation: "It all began so beautifully," Lady Bird Johnson begins.

 30. According to Greek mythology, the mother of the hero Achilles dipped him in the River Styx to 
make him immortal. She held him by the heel, however, and the water did not cover that one 
spot. Later, during the Trojan War, Achilles was shot in that heel and killed. Drawing on this 
information, identify the meaning of the expression Achilles' heel in this sentence.

 
Her rival was able to destroy her business because he found her Achilles' heel.
 

a. false promise c. source of power

b. dishonest practice d. critical weakness

 31. How should this sentence be corrected to create parallelism?
 
Carlos and his cousin Manny like hiking, swimming, and they ride horses. 
 
a. Change hiking to to hike.

b. Change swimming to they go swimming.

c. Change they ride horses to horseback riding.

d. Remove his cousin.
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 17. In which sentence are BOTH boldface words adverbs?

a. A really important election for mayor is taking place.

b. Two highly popular candidates are running for the office.

c. The race probably will be won by a tight margin.

d. Politicians almost always campaign hard to win elections.

 18. Which of these sentences from James Thurber's story "The Secret Life of Walter Mitty" contains 
an appositive phrase?

a. "Yes?" said Walter Mitty, removing his gloves slowly.

b. A door opened down a long, cool corridor and Dr. Renshaw came out.

c. "It's the millionaire banker, Wellington McMillan," said the pretty nurse.

d. He looked distraught and haggard.

 19. Which sentence needs a revision to correct an error in subject-verb agreement?

a. The manager or the clerk tracks down problems and corrects them.

b. Each of the football players contribute to the team's performance.

c. Both the peaches and this pear seem ripe to me.

d. Most of the cast members feel proud of the play's success.

 20. Which words in this sentence form a prepositional phrase?
  
The rain is falling steadily, so we plan to huddle in our tent, missing the sun.
 

a. so we plan to huddle c. in our tent

b. to huddle in our tent d. missing the sun

 21. Which sentence uses a colon correctly?

a. The shop usually stocks the following types of fish: tilapia, salmon, halibut, and 
grouper.

b. My favorite types of fish include: salmon, a freshwater fish.

c. The shop usually stocks: the following types of fish—tilapia, salmon, halibut, and 
grouper.

d. The fish shop: usually stocks tilapia, salmon, halibut, and grouper.

 22. Which words form the complete predicate of this sentence?
  
Sofia Reyes, the newly elected mayor of Centerville, has repeated her promise of better town 
services for all residents.
 

a. Sofia Reyes, the newly elected mayor of Centerville
b. the newly elected mayor of Centerville

c. has repeated her promise of better town services for all residents

d. promise of better town services for all residents

 23. Which of these sentences is written in the passive voice?

a. Nathan sat by the fire for hours, reading the old book.

b. The field has been plowed by the workers and is ready to sow.

c. This painting, by Claude Monet, is one of my favorites.

d. By the age of 27, Rachel had become a very wealthy person.
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Read this passage. Then, answer the following question(s).
 
Ralph entered the room and grinned, pleased to see Bette. "Thanks for coming," she greeted him 
warmly.
 
"No need to thank me. Besides, I can't wait to meet the dog you just adopted." Ralph then 
noticed the flyer for the Mason City Dog Show hanging on Bette's wall, with several pictures of 
dogs on it. In one corner of the notice was just about the funniest-looking dog he had ever seen. 
He pointed to it and told Bette, "Wow! Look at that ugly mutt."
 
"What's wrong with that dog?" asked Bette. "I think he's adorable."
 
Ralph was surprised by her response. "His ears are crooked, and his nose is huge," he pointed 
out.
 
"But I love his wrinkled face," Bette responded. "And he almost looks as though he's smiling."
 
"Well," Ralph continued, "I'm here to cheer for your dog. And I'll make you a bet: Your dog will 
certainly beat out that odd-looking dog and win first prize."
 
Bette frowned and said, "That 'odd-looking dog' is the dog I just adopted!"

 35. What is ironic about the ending of this passage?

a. Ralph wants Bette's dog to win first prize in the dog show.

b. Bette hoped that Ralph would think her dog was cute.

c. Bette's dog is not very attractive, but it can do many tricks.

d. Ralph is trying to support Bette, but he unwittingly insults her dog.

 36. From what point of view is this passage narrated?

a. third-person limited c. third-person omniscient

b. first-person, by Ralph d. first-person, by Bette

 37. How do readers mainly learn about the characters in this passage?
a. through dialogue c. through setting

b. through description d. through direct characterization

 38. From the details in the passage, what inference can you make about the relationship between 
Bette and Ralph?

a. They are friends. c. They are brother and sister.

b. They have just met. d. They are rivals in the dog show.
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Read this excerpt from "Icarus and Daedalus" by Josephine Preston Peabody. Then, answer the 
following question(s).
 
Among all those mortals who grew so wise that they learned the secrets of the gods, none was 
more cunning than Daedalus.
 
He once built, for King Minos of Crete, a wonderful Labyrinth of winding ways so cunningly 
tangled up and twisted around that, once inside, you could never find your way out again 
without a magic clue. But the king's favor veered with the wind, and one day he had his master 
architect imprisoned in a tower. Daedalus managed to escape from his cell; but it seemed 
impossible to leave the island, since every ship that came or went was well guarded by order of 
the king.
 
At length, watching the sea-gulls in the air—the only creatures that were sure of liberty—he 
thought of a plan for himself and his young son Icarus, who was captive with him.
 
Little by little, he gathered a store of feathers great and small. He fastened these together with 
thread, molded them in with wax, and so fashioned two great wings like those of a bird.

 32. From the details in the passage, what prediction can you make about Daedalus' plan of escape?

a. He will try to distract the guards on the ship and sneak on board.

b. He will win back the king's favor by presenting him with beautiful feathers.

c. He will hide under the wings that he created and swim to shore.

d. He will use the wings that he created to fly from the island to the shore.

 33. Which stage of the plot is represented in this passage?

a. climax c. rising action

b. resolution d. falling action

 34. Based on the description in the passage, what can you infer about the Labyrinth?

a. It was a winding avenue in a crowded city.

b. It was part of a beautiful formal garden.

c. It was complex to view but simple to build.
d. It was a tricky maze from which it was hard to escape.

40 41
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Read this poem by William Shakespeare. Then, answer the following question(s).
 

 43. What type of poem is this?

a. epic c. free verse

b. sonnet d. narrative poem

 44. Which statement best paraphrases lines 1–4 of this poem?

a. You may see that I am near the end of life, a time marked by loss as autumn is 
marked by lost leaves and vanished birds.

b. I have seen a tree that has lost its leaves in autumn, and I know that songbirds are 
no longer living in it.

c. We will meet again in the time of year when the leaves fall from the trees and birds 
have stopped singing.

d. The time of life when youth passes is like the end of an autumn day when church 
choirs stop singing.

 45. Which line in the poem most clearly expresses a paradox?

a. line 1 c. line 8

b. line 5 d. line 12

 46. Which statement best expresses a main theme of the poem?

a. Human beings go through different stages of life.

b. Lovers in their youth do not yet fully understand what love means.

c. Love grows stronger when we know that our time together is nearing an end.
d. A brief passion cannot match a lifetime of love.

 47. What is the rhyme scheme of the poem?

a. abcbabcbabcbdd c. abbaabbaefgefg

b. abacbcdcdefeff d. ababcdcdefefgg
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Read this excerpt from the diary of Lady Bird Johnson, wife of President Lyndon Johnson, written 
on the day that President John F. Kennedy was assassinated. Then, answer the following 
question(s).
 
Then, almost at the edge of town, on our way to the Trade Mart for the Presidential luncheon, 
we were rounding a curve, going down a hill, and suddenly there was a sharp, loud report. It 
sounded like a shot. The sound seemed to me to come from a building on the right above my 
shoulder. A moment passed, and then two more shots rang out in rapid succession. There had 
been such a gala air about the day that I thought the noise must come from firecrackers—part of 
the celebration. Then the Secret Service men were suddenly down in the lead car. Over the car 
radio system, I heard "Let's get out of here!" and our Secret Service man, Rufus Youngblood, 
vaulted over the front seat on top of Lyndon, threw him to the floor, and said, "Get down."
 
Senator Yarborough and I ducked our heads. The car accelerated terrifically—faster and faster. 
Then, suddenly, the brakes were put on so hard that I wondered if we were going to make it as 
we wheeled left and went around the corner. We pulled up to a building. I looked up and saw a 
sign, "HOSPITAL." Only then did I believe that this might be what it was. Senator Yarborough 
kept saying in an excited voice, "Have they shot the President? Have they shot the President?" I 
said something like, "No, it can't be."
 
As we ground to a halt—we were still the third car—Secret Service men began to pull, lead, 
guide, and hustle us out. I cast one last look over my shoulder and saw in the President's car a 
bundle of pink, just like a drift of blossoms, lying on the back seat. It was Mrs. Kennedy lying 
over the President's body.

 39. What type of writing does this passage most clearly illustrate?

a. expository essay c. persuasive essay

b. memoir d. journalism

 40. In what way does the author's perspective in this passage shape what readers learn of events?

a. The author views events objectively, so readers learn about their full historical 
significance.

b. The author views her experience from a later perspective, so readers learn about 
both her reactions and the context.

c. The author hopes to forget the full horror of events, so readers learn little of the 
details.

d. The author relives events as they happened, so readers learn much about her feelings 
but little about the context.

 41. The word report has several possible meanings. Use context clues to determine the meaning of 
report in the first sentence of the passage.

a. a statement or account of events c. a loud, echoing noise

b. a formal written account d. to give an account of

 42. What is the meaning of the idiom ground to a halt, used in the final paragraph of the passage?

a. lost speed and stopped c. forced someone to end an activity

b. fell to earth and stopped d. crushed into a small space

42 43
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Read this poem by Alfred, Lord Tennyson. Then, answer the following question(s).
 

 54. What is the central image in this poem?

a. the blue sky above a mountain c. the sound of an eagle's wings

b. an eagle swooping down from a 
mountain

d. the rough feeling of a mountain crag

 55. Which sound devices are used in line 1 of the poem?

a. assonance and alliteration c. consonance and onomatopoeia

b. assonance and consonance d. alliteration and slant rhyme

 56. What does the simile in line 6 of the poem suggest about the eagle?

a. its hunger c. its sharp eyes and beak
b. its slow but steady pursuit of its prey d. its speed and power

 57. What is the meter of this poem?

a. iambic dimeter c. iambic tetrameter

b. iambic trimeter d. iambic pentameter

 58. Which strategy would be most effective for writing a response to this poem?

a. Analyze a critic's response to the work.

b. Provide information about the poet's life.

c. Include quotations from the poem to support your ideas.

d. Discuss other poems written by the same author.
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At the end of Shakespeare's The Tragedy of Romeo and Juliet, Juliet takes a sleeping potion that 
makes her appear dead. Romeo finds her and, believing she is dead, drinks poison and dies. Juliet 
awakens and gives her final speech in Act V, Scene iii. Read this passage, which presents Juliet's 
final speech. Then, answer the following question(s).

 

 48. Reread Juliet's dialogue in sentences. How many questions does she ask in this passage?

a. two c. four

b. three d. five

 49. Earlier in Act V, Romeo believes that Juliet is dead, but the audience knows that she is still alive. 
What does this fact most clearly illustrate?

a. dramatic irony c. satire
b. situational irony d. monologue

 50. How do the stage directions in line 169 help readers understand what is happening?

a. They show that Juliet's words are tragic.

b. They show that Juliet is going to stab herself.

c. They reveal the theme developed in the play.

d. They make it clear that Romeo is dead.

 51. What does the dialogue in the passage reveal about Juliet's character?

a. It shows her high social position. c. It shows her skill with weapons.

b. It shows her resentment of the friar. d. It shows she is capable of ironic wit.

 52. In this passage from The Tragedy of Romeo and Juliet, what form does the dialogue take?

a. blank verse c. sonnet

b. free verse d. prose

 53. How does this passage from The Tragedy of Romeo and Juliet illustrate the definition of a 
tragedy, as distinct from other types of plays?

a. It is written in iambic pentameter.

b. It contains both dialogue and stage directions.

c. It shows the downfall of a heroic character.

d. It shows the results of a failure of communication.
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 The Seventh Man 
Haruki Murakami 

FIRST READ: Comprehension 
Identify the choice that best answers the question. 

     

 1. In "The Seventh Man," which statement best summarizes what happens in the 
weeks following K.'s death? 
a. He falls ill and has nightmares. 
b. He moves to Nagano. 
c. He starts attending a different school. 
d. He spends hours studying K.'s artwork. 

     

 2. Which excerpt from "The Seventh Man" best explains why the seventh man 
felt responsible for K.'s death? 
a. I had always loved and protected K. as if he had been my own little 

brother. 
b. He might have been so absorbed in whatever it was he had found that my 

call made no impression on him.  
c. Or possibly I had not yelled as loudly as I had thought. I do recall that my 

voice sounded strange to me.… 
d. I probably could have run over and dragged him out of the reach of the 

wave.… 

     

 3. In "The Seventh Man," why does the seventh man's view of the past begin to 
change? 
a. Studying K.'s art, he sees K. was gentle and realizes that his last look was 

not one of hatred. 
b. After his father dies, he returns home and realizes that he did not need to 

move to Nagano. 
c. Studying K.'s art, he realizes that K. was gentle and did not mind dying in 

the wave. 
d. After his father dies, he realizes that it was the second wave, not the first, 

that killed K. 
	  

     

 4. In "The Seventh Man," what is the most important discovery that the seventh 
man makes when he returns to his hometown? 
a. He realizes that K. was a gentle and artistic soul. 
b. He learns that his father has died of cancer. 
c. He sees that the town remains the same as when he was a boy. 
d. He realizes that the dark shadow of K.'s death has left him. 
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Read this passage from the "I Have a Dream" speech by Martin Luther King, Jr. Then, answer the 
following question(s).

In a sense we've come to our nation's Capital to cash a check. When the architects of our 
republic wrote the magnificent words of the Constitution and the Declaration of Independence, 
they were signing a promissory note to which every American was to fall heir. This note was a 
promise that all men, yes, black men as well as white men, would be guaranteed the unalienable 
rights of life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness.

It is obvious today that America has defaulted on this promissory note insofar as her citizens of 
color are concerned. Instead of honoring this sacred obligation, America has given the Negro 
people a bad check, a check which has come back marked "insufficient funds."

 59. What central analogy does King make in this passage from his speech?
a. He compares the idea of justice to a financial transaction.

b. He compares the Constitution to the Declaration of Independence.

c. He compares Americans of his day to the nation's founders.

d. He compares white Americans to citizens of color.

 60. What information about the historical or cultural context would best help readers understand 
the ideas that King expresses?

a. details about the audience attending the speech

b. details about King's background and training as a minister

c. details about the state of civil rights at the time of the speech

d. details about banking practices at the time of the speech

 61. In what way are King's references to the U.S. Constitution and the Declaration of Independence 
an appeal to pathos?

a. They stress the logic and reason found in those documents.

b. They appeal to the logic and reason of Americans who hear or read his speech.

c. They stress the credentials he has as a minister and civil-rights leader.
d. They appeal to the patriotism of Americans who hear or read his speech.

 62. Which statement best summarizes this passage?

a. Some Americans are marching in protest in Washington, D.C., in order to get their 
rights.

b. Some Americans do not yet enjoy the rights promised to them in the nation's 
founding documents.

c. The U.S. Constitution and the Declaration of Independence need to be adjusted to 
reflect the need for civil rights.

d. Life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness are more important than anyone's bank 
account.
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CLOSE READ: Analyze the Text 
Identify the choice that best answers the question. 

 8. The following question has two parts. Answer Part A first, then Part B. 

     

   Part A What does the giant wave most clearly represent to the narrator? 
a. It represents death, which causes hatred among people. 
b. It represents art, which can capture the spirit of nature. 
c. It represents our fears, which hurt us if we turn away from them. 
d. It represents nature, which is both beautiful and awe-inspiring. 

     

  Part B Which passage from the text most clearly supports the answer to  
Part A?  
a. I knew that the wave was coming, and K. didn't know. As clearly as I 

knew what I ought to be doing, I found myself running the other way. . . . 
What made me do this, I'm sure, was fear. . . . 

b. But it was too late. A wave like a huge snake with its head held high, 
poised to strike, was racing toward the shore. I had never seen anything 
like it before. 

c. In the tip of the [second] wave, as if enclosed in some kind of transparent 
capsule, floated K.'s body, reclining on its side. But that's not all. K. was 
looking straight at me, smiling. 

d. Most of [K.'s pictures] were landscapes, pictures of the familiar stretch of ocean 
and sand beach and pine woods and the town, and all done with that special 
clarity and coloration I knew so well from K.'s hand. 
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FIRST READ: Concept Vocabulary 
Identify the choice that best answers the question. 

     

 5. Which is the most likely reaction a person might have to a desperate situation? 
a. a feeling of boredom 
b. a desire for sleep 
c. a feeling of panic 
d. a desire to learn 

	  

     

 6. In which circumstances is a person most likely to be entranced? 
a. when watching a beautiful sunset 
b. when hearing a window break in a storm 
c. when looking for a lost wallet 
d. when saying goodbye to good friends 

	  

     

 7. If a person experiences profound sorrow, which of the following must be true? 
a. The person's feeling of sorrow will last only briefly. 
b. The person's feeling of sorrow is deep and intense. 
c. The person appears to feel sorrow but does not really. 
d. The person thinks long and hard about his or her feelings. 
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 10. The following question has two parts. Answer Part A first, then Part B. 

     

  Part A At the end of the story, the narrator says that if we “turn our backs on” 
fear, “we take the most precious thing inside us and surrender it to something 
else.” What does he most likely mean by these statements? 
a.  If we avoid our fear, we will lose our lives to a natural force such as a 

storm. 
b.  If we avoid our fear, then we give the fear power over ourselves and lose 

our freedom. 
c.  If we do not respect our fear, then we will need to surrender to our 

enemies. 
d.  If we do not respect our fear, then others will surrender their respect for 

us. 

     

  Part B In what way does the “The Seventh Man” illustrate the statement in  
Part A?  
a.  K. dies because he is too afraid to move out of the way of the wave. 
b.  If K. had respected his fear, he would have known the wave was bearing 

down. 
c.  The seventh man is afraid his brother no longer respects him. 
d.  Fear of the wave makes the seventh man run away instead of saving his 

friend. 

CLOSE READ: Analyze Craft and Structure 
Identify the choice that best answers the question. 

     

11. Which of the following best describes the situation in the frame story of  
“The Seventh Man”? 
a. The seventh man is speaking to fellow soldiers, all facing the dangers of 

war together. 
b. The seventh man is addressing a group, but the reader knows little about 

the situation. 
c. After a devastating loss, the seventh man finally makes peace with his 

past. 
d. After failing to save his childhood friend, the seventh man finally learns 

to forgive himself. 
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 9.  The following question has two parts. Answer Part A first, then Part B. 

     

  Part A When the narrator begins to tell his story, he says 
“In my case, it was a wave,” he said. “There is no way for me to tell, of course, what 
it will be for each of you. But in my case it just happened to take the form of a 
gigantic wave. It presented itself to me all of a sudden one day without warning. And 
it was devastating.” 

  What does the narrator's comment most clearly imply? To help you choose 
your answer, consider the events of the story.  
a.  He believes that in life, every individual must confront fear in some form 

or another. 
b.  He believes that his life was changed by a disaster in a way that others 

cannot understand. 
c.  He believes that he has succeeded despite not knowing what will happen 

to others. 
d.  He believes that in life, everyone will face the risk of a giant wave caused 

by a storm. 

     

  Part B Which part of the narrator’s comment most clearly supports the answer 
to Part A? 
a.  “There is no way for me to tell … what it will be for each of you.” 
b.  “. . . it just happened to take the form of a gigantic wave.” 
c.  “It presented itself to me all of a sudden one day without warning.” 
d.  “And it was devastating.” 
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16. The word evacuation is formed by adding the Latin suffix -tion to evacuate.  
Choose the answer that best contrasts the meaning of evacuation and evacuate.  
Base your answer on your knowledge of -tion. 
a. evacuation: "to empty out" / evacuate: "the act of emptying out" 
b. evacuation: "the act of emptying out" / evacuate: "to empty out" 
c. evacuation: "the act of emptying out" / evacuate: "being empty" 
d. evacuation: "to empty out" / evacuate: "being empty" 

LANGUAGE DEVELOPMENT: Conventions 
Identify the choice that best answers the question. 

     

17. What is the noun clause in the following sentence? 
When a storm threatens, whoever is on duty must warn all persons  
who live near the shore. 

a. When a storm threatens 
b. whoever is on duty 
c. who live near the shore 
d. near the shore 

     

18. What is the adjective clause in the following sentence? 
When a storm threatens, whoever is on duty must warn all persons  
who live near the shore. 

a. When a storm threatens 
b. whoever is on duty 
c. who live near the shore 
d. near the shore 

     

19. What is the adverb clause in the following sentence? 
  Ignoring the gray sky, the boys made their way down the road until  

they reached the beach.  

a. Ignoring the gray sky 
b. the boys made their way down the road 
c. down the road 
d. until they reached the beach 
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12. Which of the following is a key difference between the frame story and the sto-
ry within the frame story in “The Seventh Man”? 
a. The frame story is told in the third person, whereas the interior story is 

told in the first person. 
b. The frame story is told in the first person, whereas the interior story is 

told in the third person. 
c. The frame story is set in the past, whereas the interior story is set in the 

present. 
d. The frame story is set in a future world, whereas the interior story is set in 

the present. 
	  

     

13. What is one main purpose of the frame story in “The Seventh Man”? 
a. By using vivid descriptions, it helps explain why the seventh man was 

so attached to his friend K. and why he valued K.'s art. 
b. By presenting events in clear sequence, it shows how the seventh man 

has been changed by his experiences. 
c. By describing listeners' responses to the seventh man's story, it shows 

that he is a good storyteller and a wise person. 
d. By leaving out details about where and why the seventh man is telling 

his story, it suggests that his story applies generally. 
	  

     

14. In “The Seventh Man,” which of the following is an important effect the writer 
achieves through the use of first-person narration? 
a. The seventh man’s experiences are presented in a fair, objective way. 
b. The pacing is more rapid because many story events are quickly 

summarized. 
c. The seventh man’s feelings appear vividly because he shares them 

himself. 
d. Suspense increases because the reader does not know what the seventh 

man knows. 

CLOSE READ: Word Study 
Identify the choice that best answers the question. 

     

15. Choose the best definition for the word elation. Base your answer on  
your knowledge of the Latin suffix -tion. 
a. cause someone not to be elated; deprive of joy 
b. cause someone to be elated; cause great joy 
c. not being elated; being sad 
d. the state of being elated; a feeling of great joy 
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 “To Build a Fire” 
Jack London 

FIRST READ: Comprehension 
Identify the choice that best answers the question. 

     

 1. Where does “To Build a Fire” take place? 
a. in the icy regions of the Antarctic 
b. in the Yukon wilderness of Canada 
c. in a farming area of the United States 
d. on a hiking trail in a national park 

     

 2. In “To Build a Fire,” which effects of the cold does the man experience during 
the first part of his journey and when he stops for lunch? Choose all that apply. 
a. He loses some of his toes. 
b. His nose and cheekbones grow numb. 
c. His fingers grow numb when he takes off his mitten. 
d. He loses the ability to move his fingers. 
e. He feels intense pain in his fingers. 

     

 3. In “To Build a Fire,” which of the following events comes first? 
a. The man gathers spruce twigs and branches. 
b. The man builds a fire and eats his lunch by it. 
c. The dog breaks through the ice and wets its paws. 
d. The man builds a fire to dry out his foot gear. 

     

 4. In “To Build a Fire,” why does the dog continue to obey the man despite its 
discomfort and worry? 
a. It has an affectionate bond with the man. 
b. It trusts the man to know best what to do. 
c. It does not know the way without the man. 
d. It has been trained with whip-lashes to obey. 
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20. What is the independent clause in the following sentence? 
Ignoring the gray sky, the boys made their way down the road  
until they reached the beach.  

a. Ignoring the gray sky 
b. the boys made their way down the road 
c. down the road 
d. until they reached the beach 
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 7. The following question has two parts. Answer Part A first, and then Part B. 

     

   Part A What is the meaning of excruciating in the following sentence from 
“To Build a Fire”? 

The faint tingling grew stronger till it evolved into a stinging ache that was 
excruciating, but which the man hailed with satisfaction.  

a. somewhat painful 
b. not painful at all 
c. extremely painful 
d. causing satisfaction 

     

  Part B Which words from the sentence best support the answer to Part A? 
a. faint tingling 
b. grew stronger 
c. stinging ache 
d. the man hailed 

 8. The following question has two parts. Answer Part A first, and then Part B. 

     

   Part A What is the meaning of apprehension in the following sentence  from 
“To Build a Fire”? 

Something was the matter, and [the dog’s] suspicious nature sensed danger,—it 
knew not what danger but somewhere, somehow, in its brain arose an 
apprehension of the man. 

a. fear 
b. knowledge 
c. trust 
d. confidence 

     

  Part B Which words from the sentence best support the answer to Part A? 
a. its suspicious nature 
b. sensed danger 
c. but somewhere 
d. in its brain 
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 5. In “To Build a Fire,” after the man steps into water, he decides to build a fire. 
What happens during his first attempt? 
a. He is unable to start a fire because his skills are poor, his hands are numb, 

and his matches are damp. 
b. The snow piled in the branches overhead is disturbed by his efforts, falls, 

and puts out the fire. 
c. The dog wants to warm itself by the fire but accidentally puts it out when 

it rushes towards it. 
d. As he pokes the fire, he is shivering, and as a result, he scatters the tinder 

and the fire goes out. 

FIRST READ: Concept Vocabulary 
Identify the choice that best answers the question. 

 6. The following question has two parts. Answer Part A first, and then Part B. 

     

   Part A In the following quotation from “To Build a Fire,” what is the meaning 
of compelled? 

Once again, however, he had a close call; and once, suspecting danger, he 
compelled the dog to go on in front. The dog did not want to go. 

a. stopped or prevented 
b. persuaded or convinced 
c. ordered or forced 
d. allowed or permitted 

     

  Part B Which words from the quotation best support the answer to Part A?  
a. he had a close call 
b. suspecting danger 
c. to go on in front 
d. The dog did not want to go. 
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 10. The following question has two parts. Answer Part A first, and then Part B. 

     

  Part A Which answer choice is the best restatement of the view of life  
expressed in “To Build a Fire”? 
a. Death must be met with dignity and self-control. 
b. Life has limits that are absolutely unforgiving. 
c. To carry on, a person must have self-confidence. 
d. Responsibility means admitting when one is wrong. 

     

  Part B Which excerpt from “To Build a Fire” best supports your  
answer to Part A?  
a. [The cold] did not lead him to meditate upon his frailty as a creature of 

temperature, and upon man's frailty in general, able only to live within 
certain narrow limits of heat and cold; and from there on it did not lead 
him to the conjectural field of immortality and man's place in the universe. 

b. The old-timer had been very serious in laying down the law that no man 
must travel alone in the Klondike after fifty below. Well, here he was; he 
had had the accident; he was alone; and he had saved himself.… All a man 
had to do was to keep his head, and he was all right. Any man who was a 
man could travel alone. 

c. Perhaps the old-timer on Sulphur Creek was right. If he had only had a 
trail-mate he would have been in no danger now. The trail-mate could 
have built the fire. Well, it was up to him to build the fire over again, and 
this second time there must be no failure. 

d. The thought of [the frost creeping into him] drove him on, but he ran no 
more than a hundred feet, when he staggered and pitched headlong. It was 
his last panic. When he had recovered his breath and control, he sat up and 
entertained in his mind the conception of meeting death with dignity. 
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CLOSE READ: Analyze the Text 
Identify the choice that best answers the question. 

 9.  The following question has two parts. Answer Part A first, and then Part B. 

     

  Part A In “To Build a Fire,” which of the following is a characteristic of the 
man that is most clearly responsible for his tragic end?  
a. hastiness 
b. low intelligence 
c. greed 
d. overconfidence 

     

  Part B Which passage from “To Build a Fire” best illustrates the characteristic 
identified in Part A? 
a. This man did not know cold. Possibly all the generations of his ancestry 

had been ignorant of cold, of real cold, of cold one hundred and seven 
degrees below freezing-point. But the dog knew; all its ancestry knew, and 
it had inherited the knowledge. 

b. He was angry, and cursed his luck aloud. He had hoped to get into camp 
with the boys at six o'clock, and this would delay him an hour, for he 
would have to build a fire and dry out his foot-gear. 

c. The old-timer had been very serious in laying down the law that no man 
must travel alone in the Klondike after fifty below. Well, here he was; he 
had had the accident; he was alone; and he had saved himself. Those old-
timers were rather womanish, some of them, he thought. 

d. [He] sat up and entertained in his mind the conception of meeting death 
with dignity. … His idea of it was that he had been making a fool of 
himself, running around like a chicken with its head cut off—such was the 
simile that occurred to him. 
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(11)  “Is that you, Bob?” he asked, doubtfully. 

(12)  “Is that you, Jimmy Wells?” cried the man in the door. 

(13)  “Bless my heart!” exclaimed the new arrival, grasping both the other’s hands with his own. 
“It’s Bob, sure as fate. I was certain I’d find you here if you were still in existence. Well, well, 
well!—twenty years is a long time. The old restaurant’s gone, Bob; I wish it had lasted, so we 
could have had another dinner there. How has the West treated you, old man?” 

(14)  “Bully; it has given me everything I asked it for. You’ve changed lots, Jimmy. I never thought 
you were so tall by two or three inches.” 

(15)  “Oh, I grew a bit after I was twenty.” 

(16)  “Doing well in New York, Jimmy?” 

(17)  “Moderately. I have a position in one of the city departments. Come on, Bob; we’ll go around 
to a place I know of, and have a good long talk about old times.” 

(18)  The two men started up the street, arm in arm. The man from the West, his egotism 
enlarged by success, was beginning to outline the history of his career. The other, 
submerged in his overcoat, listened with interest. 

(19)  At the corner stood a drug store, brilliant with electric lights. When they came into this glare 
each of them turned simultaneously to gaze upon the other’s face. 

(20)  The man from the West stopped suddenly and released his arm. 

(21)  “You’re not Jimmy Wells,” he snapped. “Twenty years is a long time, but not long enough to 
change a man’s nose from a Roman to a pug.” 

(22)  “It sometimes changes a good man into a bad one,” said the tall man. “You’ve been under 
arrest for ten minutes, ‘Silky’ Bob. Chicago thinks you may have dropped over our way and 
wires us she wants to have a chat with you. Going quietly, are you? That’s sensible. Now, 
before we go on to the station here’s a note I was asked to hand you. You may read it here 
at the window. It’s from Patrolman Wells.” 

(23)  The man from the West unfolded the little piece of paper handed him. His hand was steady 
when he began to read, but it trembled a little by the time he had finished. The note was 
rather short. 

(24)  “Bob: I was at the appointed place on time. When you struck the match to light your cigar I 
saw it was the face of the man wanted in Chicago. Somehow I couldn’t do it myself, so I 
went around and got a plain clothes man to do the job. JIMMY.” 
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Unit 2 Test 
 
Selected and Short Response 

ANALYZE CRAFT AND STRUCTURE 
“After Twenty Years,”O. Henry 

The following passage is from “After Twenty Years,” a short story by O. Henry set in 
New York City. In the story, a mysterious man is waiting at night in a doorway for a 
meeting with a friend he has not seen in twenty years. A police officer approaches, and 
the man in the doorway explains why he is there. As they speak, the man strikes a match 
to light his cigar, revealing his face. Read the passage. Then, answer the question(s). 

(1)  “Twenty years ago to-night,” said the man, “I dined here at ‘Big Joe’ Brady’s with Jimmy Wells, 
my best chum, and the finest chap in the world. He and I were raised here in New York, just like 
two brothers, together. I was eighteen and Jimmy was twenty. The next morning I was to start for 
the West to make my fortune. You couldn’t have dragged Jimmy out of New York; he thought it 
was the only place on earth. Well, we agreed that night that we would meet here again exactly 
twenty years from that date and time, no matter what our conditions might be or from what 
distance we might have to come. We figured that in twenty years each of us ought to have our 
destiny worked out and our fortunes made, whatever they were going to be.” 

(2)  “It sounds pretty interesting,” said the policeman. “Rather a long time between meets, 
though, it seems to me. Haven’t you heard from your friend since you left?” 

(3)  “Well, yes, for a time we corresponded,” said the other. “But after a year or two we lost track 
of each other. You see, the West is a pretty big proposition, and I kept hustling around over it 
pretty lively. But I know Jimmy will meet me here if he’s alive, for he always was the truest, 
stanchest old chap in the world. He’ll never forget. I came a thousand miles to stand in this 
door to-night, and it’s worth it if my old partner turns up.” 

(4) The waiting man pulled out a handsome watch, the lids of it set with small diamonds. 

(5) “Three minutes to ten,” he announced. “It was exactly ten o’clock when we parted here at the 
restaurant door.” 

(6) “Did pretty well out West, didn’t you?” asked the policeman. 

(7) “You bet! I hope Jimmy has done half as well. He was a kind of plodder, though, good fellow 
as he was. I’ve had to compete with some of the sharpest wits going to get my pile. A man 
gets in a groove in New York. It takes the West to put a razor-edge on him.” 

(8) The policeman twirled his club and took a step or two. 

(9) “I’ll be on my way. Hope your friend comes around all right.”  

… 

(10)  About twenty minutes [the man] waited, and then a tall man in a long overcoat, with collar 
turned up to his ears, hurried across from the opposite side of the street. He went directly to 
the waiting man.
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 4. The following question has two parts. Answer Part A first, then Part B. 

       Part A Which of the following best describes conflicting or opposing motives  
experienced by one of the characters? 

a. Bob is not sure whether Jimmy is the right type to be his friend. 
b. Bob is feeling doubts about the life he has chosen to lead. 
c. Jimmy feels both loyalty to Bob and the need to do his duty. 
d. Over time, Jimmy has rejected the “plodder” he used to be. 

       Part B Which of the following quotations from the passage best supports  
the answer to Part A? 

a. “He was a kind of plodder, though, good fellow as he was.” 
b. “It sometimes changes a good man into a bad one,” said the tall man. 
c. His hand was steady when he began to read, but it trembled a little by the 

time he had finished. 
d. Somehow I couldn’t do it myself, so I went around and got a plain clothes 

man to do the job. 
	  

 5. Based on details in the excerpt, write a brief paragraph explaining a likely 
theme of O. Henry’s story. Support your answer with at least two details from 
the excerpt, explaining how each develops the theme. 
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 1. The following question has two parts. Answer Part A first, then Part B. 

       Part A Which of the following best describes the narrative point of view  
of the passage? 

a. The story is told by a first-person narrator. 
b. The passage switches from third- to first-person narration. 
c. The narrator speaks directly to the reader as the story unfolds. 
d. A third-person narrator recounts the events of the story. 

       Part B Which of the following best supports the answer to Part A? 

a. The narrator uses first-person pronouns to provide background. 
b. First- and second-person pronouns only occur in character dialogue. 
c. The reader is not told the main character’s name until the end. 
d. The narrator does not seem to know personal details about the characters. 

      2. Which of the following best describes the effect the narrative point of view has 
on the passage? 

a. Because the point of view represents one character’s perspective, it 
provides unique insights into his thoughts. 

b. Because the point of view is “outside” the action, it allows the reader to 
know things the characters do not. 

c. Because the point of view is “outside” the action, the reader thinks the 
account is complete, so the ending is more surprising. 

d. Because the point of view is “outside” the action, it allows the writer to 
develop distinct characterizations for each character. 

      3. Which characteristics does the man from the West clearly show in the excerpt? 
Choose all that apply. 

a. arrogance d. understanding 
b. humility e. loyalty 
c. foresight   
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 6. The following question has two parts. Answer Part A first, then Part B. 

       Part A Which of the following best describes how the narrative is structured?  

a. A third-person narrative set in the story’s present is the frame story for a 
first-person narrative that takes place in the past. 

b. A third-person narrative set in the past is the frame story for a third-
person narrative that takes place in the story’s present. 

c. A first-person narrative set in the past is the frame story for a third-
person narrative set in the story’s present. 

d. A third-person narrative set in the past alternates with another third-
person narrative set at the same time. 

       Part B What effect does that narrative structure have on the passage? 

a. It creates uncertainty in the reader about who is telling the truth. 
b. It causes surprise when the reader learns the truth about a character. 
c. It increases readers’ interest in and insight into a character. 
d. It works to develop a mystery by leaving out important events. 

	  

ANALYZE CRAFT AND STRUCTURE 
Argumentative Text 

Read the following selection. Then, answer the question(s). 
(1)  The plans for the new skate park in Jedsun Park are a case of right idea, wrong location. A 

quick look at a map will show you why. 

(2)  Nobody disputes the need for a skate park. Rollerskating and skateboarding are popular 
activities among the city’s youth. Without an established, safe facility to go to, however, 
youngsters may be tempted to use prohibited, unsafe sites. To help them do the right thing, 
we need to provide them with a safe, well-regulated skate park—a place where they can 
socialize and exercise; an outlet for their energy; a showcase for their skills! 

(3)  So, everybody agrees that we should build a skate park. Who could object to locating it at 
the old band shell in Jedsun Park? 

(4)  The answer is, anyone who is concerned with safety and convenience! Consider how 
youngsters will get to the proposed site. There is a bus stop nearby on Myrtle Boulevard—
but the only direct route from there to the band shell crosses McCooter Parkway. The 
nearest bike stands are also across the parkway. Youngsters will have to walk another two 
miles to find a safe crossing. There are other, closer places to cross McCooter—but none of 
them are safe. Alternatively, if youngsters use the bus stop near the park entrance on Evita 
Street, they have even farther to walk. 

(5)  Practically speaking, if we put the new skate park in such an inconvenient location, we may 
be discouraging youngsters from using it at all. Alternatively, we are encouraging them to 
take risky shortcuts. Either way, we are working against the whole reason for a skate park—
good, safe fun! 
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ANALYZE CRAFT AND STRUCTURE 
Fictional Narrative 

Read the following fictional narrative. Then, answer the question(s). 
(1)  Rosa liked to figure people out, but her Aunt Sofía had always been a mystery to her. At big 

family gatherings, Sofía seemed to hang back, never saying all that much. She was quite a 
contrast to the other aunts, who ran right up to you to squeeze your face and yell how big 
you had grown! 

(2)  Rosa knew that Sofía was a successful doctor, busy all the time, loved by her patients. It 
was possible that when Rosa saw Sofía, she might just be tired. Still, Rosa couldn’t help but 
think that she was a cold fish. 

(3)  Couldn’t, that is, until the summer Rosa went to stay at her grandmother’s house. One rainy 
day, Rosa wandered aimlessly up to the attic and began poking around. Turning to look at 
an antique fan, she accidentally knocked over a dusty stack of books. As she began picking 
up the mess, something like an electric shock went through her. On the cover of one of the 
books, written in large letters, were the words, “My Diary—by Sofía—KEEP OUT!” Boredom 
vanished. Seating herself on the floor, leaning against a big suitcase, Rosa began to read. 

(4)  June 5. Today was my brother Tito’s birthday. Who knew a birthday could be so 
suspenseful! Tito loves animals, so the idea of giving him a puppy for his birthday might 
seem like a no-brainer. But my parents have been going back and forth about it for weeks. 
It’s almost a year to the day that Muff died, and Tito was pretty broken up about losing her. 
They were constant companions. He walked her, fed her, groomed her—when the vet 
explained how ill she was, it hit him hard. I think two months went by before I saw him smile. 

(5)  So, there was a big question mark hanging over the day: When Tito sees his birthday gift, is he 
going to burst out crying, throw a fit—or break into smiles? I have to say, though, I felt a little 
sour about the whole thing. Tito’s the youngest, so it’s only right that we all look out for him. 
But I mean, come on—at some point, he’s going to have to learn to get through difficult times 
without five people all fussing over him and holding his hand. When Rachel and I had our big 
fight last year, I don’t remember people saying much more than, “You’ll get through it.” 

(6)  I didn’t let that little sour note spoil the whole day, though. I had a good time with Tito and his 
friends, playing video games in Tito’s room and listening to some new music. Then, the big 
moment came. Dad asked us all to come to the garage. We all filed up the driveway and 
lined up in front of the garage door.  

(7)  An odd silence fell. Tito’s friends stood on the blacktop, shuffling and giggling a little. It was 
the end of the day, and the sun was beginning to let up, but I could still see the heat rising off 
the family car in little waves. Mom was watching Tito carefully. Dad, who’s never good at 
speaking to a group, mumbled something about enjoying life’s real gifts. Then, he bent 
down, unlatched the garage door, and threw it open. Inside, the cutest little furball I’d ever 
seen started yapping and bouncing all over his crate! 

(8)  We all turned to look at Tito. He stood there silently, his mouth open in shock, for a good 
minute. Then, he turned and said, smile as wide as the sky, “I love him—can I keep him?” 

(9)  That was a good moment. I won’t forget it anytime soon. 
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     10. Which of the following is the most reasonable evaluation of the argument in  
the passage? 

a. The author presents sufficient evidence to establish that there is a 
problem and provides support for the proposed solution. 

b. The author presents sufficient evidence to establish that there is a 
problem but provides no support for the proposed solution. 

c. The author presents sufficient support for the proposed solution but 
provides little evidence that there is a problem. 

d. The author presents little support for the points in the argument. 

ANALYZE CRAFT AND STRUCTURE 

Identify the choice that best answers the question. 

     11. Which of the following is always characteristic of a symbol? 

a. It is a strong visual or auditory image. 
b. It expresses a deep insight into life. 
c. It shows something a character values. 
d. It stands for another, larger idea. 

     12. Read the following claim. 
The school day should begin half an hour later in the morning. 

  Which of the following would offer the best supporting evidence for this 
claim? 

a. a study showing that students retain more information if they get extra 
sleep in the morning 

b. an expert who believes that large numbers of student riders in the 
morning puts a strain on public transportation 

c. statistics confirming that more students ride buses before peak rush hour 
than at any other time during the day 

d. an anecdote about a time the writer missed an important test because she 
was late to school one morning 

	  

     13. Which of the following is an example of narrative nonfiction? 

a. A writer provides detailed descriptions of a real place. 
b. A write creates characters and has them witness a historic event. 
c. A writer presents an interpretation of an actual event or experience.  
d. A writer interviews a series of witnesses to explain events. 
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 (6)  There is a simple alternative, though. The old fountain near the Evita Street entrance was 
once a beautiful landmark. However, it has been in bad repair for years. It is overgrown and 
unsightly—a site just waiting for renovation. The city should spend its money wisely and 
locate the new skate park at this site. 

      7. Which of the following is a specific detail that most directly supports the cen-
tral idea that the location of the proposed skate park is unsafe? 

a. The nearest bus stop is across a parkway. 
b. The old fountain near the entrance is in bad repair. 
c. The Evita Street entrance is close to a bus stop. 
d. Without an established facility, youngsters may use unsafe sites. 

	  

 8. The following question has two parts. Answer Part A first, then Part B. 

       Part A What main, or most important, claim does the writer attempt  
to prove in the passage? 

a. The city should provide a skate park for youngsters. 
b. The old band shell is not a convenient location for a new skate park. 
c. The city should encourage safe behavior among youngsters. 
d. The city should build a skate park at the fountain, not at the band shell. 

       Part B In which quotation from the passage does the writer give evidence  
for the claim identified in Part A? 

a. Nobody disputes the need for a skate park. 
b. Rollerskating and skateboarding are popular activities among the city’s 

youth. 
c. There are other, closer places to cross McCooter—but none of them are 

safe. 
d. The old fountain near the Evita Street entrance was once a beautiful 

landmark. 
	  

      9. Which of the following best explains why the passage can be considered an  
argumentative essay? 

a. The author uses charged language to convince readers. 
b. The author has an informed concern about a public issue. 
c. The author makes a claim and presents evidence to support it. 
d. The author presents a balanced account of a controversy. 
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     18. Which of the following answer choices is one meaning of the Latin root -lum-? 

a. darkness 
b. light 
c. difficulty 
d. endurance 

 

LANGUAGE DEVELOPMENT: Vocabulary 
“The Lagoon,”Joseph Conrad 

Read the following paragraph from Joseph Conrad’s short story “The Lagoon.”  
Then, answer the question(s). 

“We ran our canoe on the white beach of a little bay close to a long tongue of land that 
seemed to bar our road; a long wooded cape going far into the sea. My brother knew that 
place. Beyond the cape a river has its entrance, and through the jungle of that land there is a 
narrow path. We made a fire and cooked rice. Then we lay down to sleep on the soft sand in 
the shade of our canoe, while she watched. No sooner had I closed my eyes than I heard 
her cry of alarm. We leaped up. The sun was halfway down the sky already, and coming in 
sight in the opening of the bay we saw a prau manned by many paddlers. We knew it at 
once; it was one of our Rajah’s praus. They were watching the shore, and saw us. They beat 
the gong, and turned the head of the prau into the bay. I felt my heart become weak within 
my breast. Diamelen sat on the sand and covered her face. There was no escape by sea.” 

     19. The word wooded appears underlined in the paragraph. Identify a familiar 
word that appears inside wooded, and choose the likeliest meaning of wooded 
as it is used in the paragraph. 

a. covered by trees 
b. covered with grass 
c. without vegetation 
d. overgrown with weeds  

	  

     20. The word prau appears underlined twice in the paragraph. Choose the answer 
that gives the most likely definition of the word, along with the context clue 
that best supports your answer. 

a. a type of boat; “manned by many paddlers” 
b. a type of boat; “one of our Rajah’s” 
c. a type of weapon; “one of our Rajah’s” 
d. a type of weapon; “I felt my heart become weak” 
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     14. Which of the following are examples of a primary source? Choose the two that 
apply. 

a. a history textbook d. a set of statistics 
b. an analysis of events e. a personal diary  
c. an original document   

LANGUAGE DEVELOPMENT: Vocabulary  

Identify the choice that best answers the question. 

     15. Which of the following answer choices is one meaning of the Greek root  
-path- ? 

a. route c. of or about 
b. feeling d. receiving 

	  

 16. The following question has two parts. Answer Part A first, then Part B. 

       Part A Which of the following answer choices is one meaning of the  
Latin root -mort-? 

a. death c. outside 
b. wrong d. exchange 

       Part B Given the answer to Part A, what can you conclude is the meaning  
of mortuary in the following sentence? 

The victims of the earthquake were transferred to the mortuary. 

a. place where stocks and bonds are sold 
b. place where the dead are kept before burial 
c. place where the sick are housed and treated 
d. type of transportation vessel for passengers 

     17. The word revelatory comes from the Latin root word revelare, meaning  
“uncover” or “show.” Use this information as well as your knowledge  
of the suffix -ory to choose the correct definition of revelatory. 

a. in a state of being uncovered 
b. one who uncovers 
c. relating to the act of uncovering 
d. not uncovered 

	  

68 69



GRADE 9 • UNIT 2 TEST 

© Pearson Education, Inc., or its affiliates. All rights reserved. 12 

 
Name:       Date:       
 

 24. Read the following quotation from the passage: 
Mounting the steps, Roberto took his place before the microphone. After four years 
of listening to speakers at school assemblies and graduations, it was his turn. He 
was ready. 

  Rewrite the quotation, using more vivid word choices to enhance the 
descriptive details. Use at least one participial phrase. 

      

 

     25. Which of the following sentences might Roberto include in his speech to add  
effective parallelism? 

a. Ms. Maple is like the beacon in a lighthouse. She helps guide teenagers 
uncertain of their direction. 

b. Tireless in her efforts, generous with her time, unstinting of her good 
humor, Ms. Maple has inspired many.  

c. Ms. Maple is generous with her time. Generous to a fault, perhaps. So 
generous, I am not sure she has time to sleep. 

d. Ms. Maple inspired me to stick with my studies even when my medical 
problems tempted me to give up. 

	  

     26. Which correction should be made to the second sentence of the passage? 

a. Add a colon after “The year.” 
b. Change the comma after “downs” to a semicolon. 
c. Add a semicolon between “made it” and “class valedictorian.” 
d. Add a dash between “made it” and “class valedictorian.” 

     27. Which of the following uses punctuation correctly to combine two sentences in  
the passage? 

a. After four years of listening to speakers at school assemblies and 
graduations—it was his turn—he was ready. 

b. After four years of listening to speakers at school assemblies and 
graduations: it was his turn; he was ready. 

c. After four years of listening to speakers at school assemblies and 
graduations; it was his turn—he was ready. 

d. After four years of listening to speakers at school assemblies and 
graduations, it was his turn; he was ready. 
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LANGUAGE DEVELOPMENT: Conventions and Style 
Short Story 

Read the following passage. Then, answer the question(s). 
His head held high, Roberto walked towards the podium, waving to his friends in the 
audience. The year had had its ups and downs, but he had made it class valedictorian. 
Mounting the steps, Roberto took his place before the microphone. After four years of 
listening to speakers at school assemblies and graduations, it was his turn. He was ready. 
Whatever difficulties he had passed through over those years were over; this moment 
vindicated his struggles. The long, uncertain climb was finished; he had arrived at the top of 
the mountain. Roberto had decided to begin his speech by thanking the person who had 
helped him most during this time. 

Clearing his throat, he began, “Three years ago, I wasn’t sure that I would be graduating 
today, much less addressing you as class valedictorian. Every day, I seemed headed 
toward greater uncertainty, like a ship without a rudder. If there is one person who helped 
ensure that I would be speaking to you today, it is Ms. Maple. How can I say enough to 
thank her?” 

     21. Which of the following quotations from the passage is an absolute phrase?  

a. His head held high 
b. waving to his friends in the audience 
c. of listening to speakers 
d. Whatever difficulties he had passed through 

	  

     22. Which of the following quotations from the passage is a participial phrase?  

a. His head held high 
b. waving to his friends in the audience 
c. of listening to speakers 
d. Whatever difficulties he had passed through 

	  

     23. Which of the following quotations from the passage is an infinitive phrase? 
Choose all that apply. 

a. in the audience 
b. Mounting the steps 
c. to begin his speech 
d. to you today 
e. to thank her 
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EFFECTIVE EXPRESSION: Writing and Editing 

Mia is writing an argument defending the claim that the ideal of freedom requires  
risk and sacrifice. Read the draft of her introduction and her notes, and then complete  
the task or answer the question(s). 

An Ideal With a Price 

In our society, people throw around phrases such as  “freedom of choice” and “my rights” 
without too much thought. The most trivial preferences are proclaimed a “choice,” whether 
the “choice” concerns which brand of snack food to buy, which singer to vote for in an 
Internet poll—or which presidential candidate to support. In our culture, everything seems to 
come down to individual tastes and preferences, however small or insignificant. What people 
do not seem to appreciate is that freedom in our country is a hard-won gift. It is not 
something that nature—or the supermarket—gives us free of charge. Freedom is the gift of 
generations of struggle. In that struggle, those who benefited from the gift often turned right 
around and gave it to others. 

Some of the brightest examples of the way the gift of freedom can be passed along come 
from the history of the Underground Railroad. 

Mia took these notes from her sources: 

 John Parker, famous conductor on the Underground Railroad 

• born into slavery in 1827 in Norfolk, Virginia 

• allowed to earn some money on his own 

• in 1845,  bought his freedom with money he had saved 

• moved north, to Ohio 

• opened his own business 

• worked on the Underground Railroad, a network of people who helped 
slaves escape to freedom 

• “Conductors” on the railroad led escaped slaves from one “station,” or hiding 
spot, to the next on the way to a northern state or Canada. 

• Parker would cross the Ohio River into Kentucky, which was slave territory, 
meet fugitive slaves, and lead them back across to Ohio, a free state.  

• illegal activity: Aiding escaped slaves carried a jail sentence 

• reward issued for Parker’s capture—dead or alive 

• died in 1900 
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 28. Write two sentences about Roberto. In your first sentence, use a semicolon  
correctly to join two clauses. In your second sentence, use a colon correctly to 
introduce a quotation from the passage. 

      

      

     29. Which of the following quotations from the passage contains a metaphor? 

a. . . . Roberto walked towards the podium, waving to his friends in the 
audience. 

b. The long, uncertain climb was finished; he had arrived at the top of the 
mountain. 

c. “Three years ago, I wasn’t sure that I would be graduating today. . . .” 
d. “. . . I seemed headed toward greater uncertainty, like a ship without a 

rudder.” 

     30. Which of the following quotations from the passage contains a simile? 

a. . . . Roberto walked towards the podium, waving to his friends in the 
audience. 

b. The long, uncertain climb was finished; he had arrived at the top of the 
mountain. 

c. “Three years ago, I wasn’t sure that I would be graduating today. . . .” 
d. “. . . I seemed headed toward greater uncertainty, like a ship without a 

rudder.” 

     31. Reread this quotation from the passage. 
How can I say enough to thank her? 

  Choose the answer that best explains why this quotation is a rhetorical question. 

a. It poses a question to make a point, not to obtain information. 
b. It contains language that causes strong feelings. 
c. It exaggerates the degree or extent of a state of affairs. 
d. It assumes the listener already knows Ms. Maple. 
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Unit 2 Test 
 
Performance Task 
CONSTRUCTED RESPONSE 

You will use these two sources to respond to the following item(s). Read the two sources, 
and then answer the question(s) or complete the task(s) given. 

Source 1: The Life of Helen Keller 
(1)  Helen Keller was not always deaf and blind. When she was born on June 27, 1880, in 

Tuscumbia, Alabama, she could see and hear and showed an interest in the world around 
her. Then, in February of 1882, when she was nineteen months old, Helen became sick. By 
the time the illness was over, Helen could no longer see or hear. For five years, Helen 
communicated little and only by simple hand gestures. She felt enormous frustration when 
she realized that others were communicating in ways that excluded her. 

(2)  In 1887, Anne Sullivan came to the Kellers’ home and taught Helen to use the manual 
alphabet and to write and read Braille. Eventually, Helen learned to speak. Helen was able 
to attend prep school and, later, Radcliffe College, from which she graduated in 1904. Anne 
accompanied Helen to her classes to interpret the lessons for her. 

(3)  In her writings, Helen explains that she lived in a rich, complex world of scent, taste, touch, 
and vibration. A specific scent could tell where she was and what the weather was like. She 
could feel sunlight or cool breezes on her skin. She could use touch to distinguish between 
different objects. She could recognize people by touching their faces. Through vibrations, 
Helen could perceive everything from footsteps to music, though she could not follow a tune. 

(4)  Touch was also Helen’s path to speech. When Helen’s teacher Anne spoke, Helen would 
use touch to understand the way her lips and tongue moved. Helen would also feel the 
vibrations in Anne’s throat. Then, Helen would imitate her teacher to produce the correct 
sound. Although she lacked sight and hearing, Helen’s other senses opened the world to 
her. 

(5)  Helen spent the rest of her days traveling around the world to give lectures about the deaf 
and the blind, in support of women’s rights, and against war. She also wrote books about her 
life. Helen Keller was, and continues to be, an inspiration and a source of hope for many 
people.

GRADE 9 • UNIT 2 TEST 
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 32. Drawing on details from Mia’s notes, write the rest of the paragraph that begins 
with the underlined sentence. In your paragraph, make sure you clearly present 
the evidence that best supports the claim in the underlined sentence. Use transi-
tions as appropriate to show the connections between your ideas. 

      
      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

     33. Read these sentences from the essay. 
It is not something that nature—or the supermarket—gives us free of charge. 
Freedom is the gift of generations of struggle. 

  Which would be the best transitional word or phrase to insert at the beginning 
of the second sentence, before the word “Freedom”? 

a. Instead, 
b. Additionally, 
c. However, 
d. Furthermore, 
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      1. Read each of the following claims. 
  I. People who are blind and deaf have made notable achievements. 

 II. Those who are blind or deaf may still have rich sensory worlds. 

III. Those who are blind or deaf still do not always have the opportunities they 
deserve.  

  Choose the answer that indicates which claims are most clearly supported by 
each source. 

a. Source 1: Claim I; Source 2: Claims I, II, III 
b. Source 1: Claims II, III; Source 2: Claims I, III 
c. Source 1: Claims I, II; Source 2: Claims I, III 
d. Source 1: Claims I, II; Source 2: Claim III 

      2. Read this quotation from the second source. 
… given the right opportunities, those without sight or hearing can contribute greatly 
to society. 

  Write three to four sentences from the first source that can clearly be used to 
support this claim. 

      
      

      

      

      3. Based on your notes from the two sources, write an argument defending a 
claim about the opportunities and support that are or should be provided to 
those with sensory impairments. Support your points with details from the two 
sources. 
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Source 2: Education for Children Who Are Deaf or Blind 

(1)  Children who are deaf or blind have not always had the benefits of education. In earlier 
centuries, they were often looked on as incapable of learning or even as lacking intelligence. 
Those who were blind were often assumed to be unable to work. 

(2)  These assumptions sharply limited the possibilities open to persons with disabilities—
especially because these assumptions were shared by people who wanted to help. Early 
reformers such as Samuel Gridley Howe complained that the aid given to blind persons kept 
them in the position of a “beggar,” receiving food and clothing but lacking the training and 
support that would set them free to work for a living. 

(3)  The first European or English schools for those who were deaf or blind were founded in the 
eighteenth century. The first United States school for deaf children was founded in 1817 by 
Thomas Hopkins Gallaudet. In 1832, Dr. John Dix Fisher founded the first school for the 
blind in the United States, the Perkins School for the Blind. Howe was its first director. 

(4)  These schools opened up previously impossible opportunities for those with impaired 
senses. One of Perkins’s most famous students was Laura Bridgman, a woman who was 
both deaf and blind. At Perkins, Bridgman succeeded in learning to read and write. 

(5)  Later, the director of Perkins sent one of its graduates, Anne Sullivan, to tutor another child 
with deafblindness, Helen Keller. Helen’s condition had prevented her from learning 
language. Sullivan, however, succeeded in teaching Helen to communicate in words. Keller 
grew up to become one of the most vigorous and vocal lobbyists for the education of the 
blind. She wrote books, lectured publicly, and traveled widely. 

(6)  Since Helen Keller’s day, opportunities for those with sensory impairments have widened. 
Notably successful people with deafness include Olympic swimmer Terence Parkin, winner 
of a silver medal in the 2000 Summer Olympics. David Paterson, totally blind in one eye and 
with severe impairment in the vision of the other, was elected lieutenant governor of New 
York in 2006 and became governor in 2008. 

(7)  Over the course of time, education for students who are blind or deaf has become more 
integrated with public school education. Advocacy groups and legislators have pushed hard 
to ensure that those with impaired senses have opportunities for employment. With greater 
educational and employment opportunities, those who are blind or deaf have a greater 
chance to realize their individual potential. The world must now acknowledge what it 
sometimes has had difficulty acknowledging before—given the right opportunities, those 
without sight or hearing can contribute greatly to society. 

(8)  However, some say there is still much work to be done. Shortages of trained educators for 
students who are blind, for example, may limit the support these students receive, including 
education in reading Braille (the alphabet read by touch). In 2014, legislation known as the 
Cogswell-Macy Act, designed to strengthen education for students who are blind or deaf, 
was introduced in Congress. 
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Unit 2 Test 

Interpretation Guide 

For remediation of specific skills, you may assign students the relevant remediation 
resources indicated in the far-right column of this chart. 
 
 
 
 

 

Note that the DOK levels given in the chart are for typically developing readers and 
should be weighted more heavily for struggling or linguistically different readers. 

 
Selected and Short Response 

OBJECTIVE TEST ITEM INSTRUCTIONAL  

STANDARDS 

DOK GO ONLINE!  

SEARCH FOR . . . 

Analyze Craft and Structure 

Narrative Point of View 1 RL.9-10.5 2 “G09NarrPOV_rem” 

 2 RL.9-10.5 2 “G09NarrPOV_rem” 

Characters and 
Characterization 

3 RL.9-10.3 2 “G09Charac_rem” 

 4 RL.9-10.3 2 “G09Charac_rem” 

Theme 5 RL.9-10.2 3 “G09Theme_rem” 

Frame Story 6 RL.9-10.3,  
RL.9-10.5 

2 “G09FramSt_rem” 

Central Idea and Specific  
Details 

7 RI.9-10.2,  
RI.9-10.8 

2 “G09Central_rem” 

Claim 8 RI.9-10.2,  
RI.9-10.5 

2 “G09Claim0_rem” 

 12 RI.9-10.2,  
RI.9-10.5 

2 “G09Claim0_rem” 

Argumentative Essay 9 RI.9-10.6 1 “G09ArgEss_rem” 

 10 RI.9-10.3 3 “G09ArgEss_rem” 

To find remediation resources, go online at 
pearsonrealize.com and search for the key 
indicated. Be sure to use quotation marks, as 
indicated. 
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      4. Based on your notes from the two sources, write an argument defending a 
claim about the opportunities and support that are or should be provided to 
those with sensory impairments. Support your points with details from the two 
sources.  
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OBJECTIVE TEST ITEM INSTRUCTIONAL  

STANDARDS 

DOK GO ONLINE!  

SEARCH FOR . . . 

Punctuation 28 L.9-10.2, L.9-
10.2.a, L.9-10.2.b 

2 “G09Punctu_rem” 

Figurative Language 29 RL.9-10.4, L.9-10.5 1 “G09FigurLan_rem” 

 30 RL.9-10.4, L.9-10.5 1 “G09FigurLan_rem” 

Rhetorical Question 31 L.9-10.1.a 1 “G09RhetQue_rem” 

Writing 

Argument 32 W.9-10.1, W.9-
10.1.a, W.9-10.1.c 

3 “G09Argume_rem” 

Argument—Transitions 33 W.9-10.1.c 2 “G09ArguTran_rem” 

 
Performance Task 

OBJECTIVE TEST ITEM INSTRUCTIONAL  

STANDARDS 

DOK GO ONLINE!  

SEARCH FOR . . . 

Constructed Response 

Writing: Research 1 W.9-10.1 2 “G09WResea_rem” 

Writing: Research 2 W.9-10.1 3 “G09WResea_rem” 

Writing: Research 3 W.9-10.1, W.9-
10.1.a, W.9-10.8 

2 “G09WResea_rem” 

Writing: Research— 
Argument 

4 W.9-10.1,  
W.9-10.1.a 

4 “G09WArgue_rem” 
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OBJECTIVE TEST ITEM INSTRUCTIONAL  

STANDARDS 

DOK GO ONLINE!  

SEARCH FOR . . . 

Symbol 11 RL.9-10.2 1 “G09Symbol_rem” 

Narrative Nonfiction 13 RI.9-10.3 1 “G09NarraNF_rem” 

Primary Sources 14 RI.9-10.8 1 “G09PrimSo_rem” 

Word Study 

Greek Root -path- 15 L.9-10.4,  
L.9-10.4.b 

1 “G09GRpath_rem” 

Latin Root -mort- 16 L.9-10.4,  
L.9-10.4.b 

2 “G09LRmort_rem” 

Latin Suffix -ory 17 L.9-10.4,  
L.9-10.4.b 

2 “G09LSory0_rem” 

Latin Root -lum- 18 L.9-10.4,  
L.9-10.4.b 

1 “G09LRlum0_rem” 

Base Words 19 L.9-10.4 2 “G09BaseWo_rem” 

Multiple-Meaning Words 20 L.9-10.4 2 “G09MultMe_rem” 

Conventions/Author’s Style 

Absolute Phrases 21 L.9-10.1.b 1 “G09AbsPhras_rem” 

Participial Phrases 22 L.9-10.1.b 1 “G09ParPhras_rem” 

 24  3  

Infinitives and Infinitive 
Phrases 

23 L.9-10.1.b 1 “G09InfPhras_rem” 

Word Choice  24 L.9-10.1.b,  
L.9-10.3 

3 “G09ParPhras_rem”  

Parallelism 25 L.9-10.1.a 1 “G09Parall_rem”  

Punctuation 26 L.9-10.2, L.9-
10.2.a, L.9-10.2.b 

1 “G09Punctu_rem” 
 

 27 L.9-10.2, L.9-
10.2.a, L.9-10.2.b 

1 “G09Punctu_rem” 
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First-Read Guide

Use this page to record your first-read ideas.

Selection Title: 

NOTICE  new information or ideas you 
learned about the unit topic as you first 
read this text.

CONNECT ideas within the selection to 
other knowledge and the selections you 
have read.

ANNOTATE by marking vocabulary and 
key passages you want to revisit.

RESPOND by writing a brief summary of  
the selection.
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Name: Date:

Unit Title: 

Perfomance-Based Assessment Prompt:

     Date:  

My initial position:

Title of Text:      Date: 

CONNECTION TO THE PROMPT EVIDENCE FROM THE TEXT ADDITIONAL NOTES/IDEAS

How does this text change or add to my thinking? Date:  

My position:

Title of Text:      Date: 

CONNECTION TO THE PROMPT EVIDENCE FROM THE TEXT ADDITIONAL NOTES/IDEAS

How does this text change or add to my thinking? Date:  

My position:     

Evidence Log
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Conexión con el hogar 
Lo más destacado de la Unidad 2: Supervivencia 

Queridas familias: 

En esta unidad, los estudiantes investigarán qué hace falta para 
sobrevivir. Pensarán acerca de los costes físicos y emocionales de la 
supervivencia. Los estudiantes leerán varios textos, escucharán un 
podcast y verán un video. Con todo ello analizarán la Pregunta  
Esencial de la Unidad. 

PREGUNTA ESENCIAL: 

Los estudiantes trabajarán con todo el grupo de clase, en pequeños grupos y 
de forma independiente para contestar la pregunta ¿Qué hace falta para 
sobrevivir? Dé a su estudiante la oportunidad de seguir hablando sobre la 
supervivencia en casa. 
 

HÁBLELO CON SU ESTUDIANTE 

• ¿De qué formas podrías contestar la pregunta ¿Qué hace 
falta para sobrevivir? 

• ¿Juega la suerte el papel más importante en todas las 
situaciones de supervivencia? ¿En qué situaciones podría  
ser más importante ser listo o fuerte? 

• ¿Por qué crees que las historias de supervivencia son tan 
populares en los medios, los libros y las películas? 

 
TÍTULOS, AUTORES Y GÉNEROS DE LAS SELECCIONES DE LA UNIDAD 2 

 APRENDIZAJE CON TODA LA CLASE 

“El séptimo hombre” Haruki Murakami Cuento 

“La lógica moral de la culpa  
del superviviente” 

Nancy Sherman Artículo de 
opinión 

“¿La clave de la supervivencia en 
las catástrofes? Amigos y familia” 

Shankar Vedantam Podcast 

 

 APRENDIZAJE EN GRUPOS PEQUEÑOS 

“El viaje del James Caird” 
fragmento de El Endurance 

Caroline Alexander Narración no ficción 
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Home Connection 
Highlights of Unit 2: Survival 

Dear Family, 
In this unit, students will investigate what it takes to survive. They will 
consider the physical and emotional costs of survival. Students will read 
a variety of texts, listen to a podcast, and view media as they discuss the 
Essential Question for the unit. 

ESSENTIAL QUESTION: 
As a class, in small groups, and independently, students will work to answer 
the question What does it take to survive? Give your student the opportunity 
to continue the discussion of survival at home. 
 

TALK IT OVER WITH YOUR STUDENT 

• What are some of the ways you could answer the question 
What does it take to survive? 

• Is luck most important in all survival situations? In which 
situations might it be more important to be smart or strong? 

• Why do you think survivor stories are so popular in the 
media and in books and film? 

 

UNIT 2 SELECTION TITLES, AUTHORS, GENRES 

 WHOLE-CLASS LEARNING 

“The Seventh Man” Haruki Murakami Short Story 

“The Moral Logic of Survivor Guilt” Nancy Sherman Opinion Piece 

“The Key to Disaster Survival? 
Friends and Neighbors” 

Shankar Vedantam Podcast 

 

 SMALL-GROUP LEARNING 

“The Voyage of the James 
Caird” from The Endurance 

Caroline Alexander Narrative Nonfiction 

“The Endurance and the  
James Caird in Images” 

Frank Hurley Photo Gallery 

from Life of Pi Yann Martel Argument 
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LESSON 
RESOURCES

PROGRAM LEVEL

SELECTION LEVEL

WHOLE-CLASS

SMALL-GROUP

INDEPENDENT LEARNING

Program-level resources for students are downloadable and also interactive  

if completed in the Interactive Student Edition .

RESOURCES INCLUDE:
• First Read and Close Read Guides per genre

• Word Network for tracking academic 
vocabulary words throughout the unit

• Evidence Log for taking notes to inform the 
Performance Tasks

• Home Connection Letter in English and 
Spanish allows you to share what is being 
learned with families

Program-Level Resources

Evidence Log

First Read and Close
Read Guides

Home Connections Letter
(English/Spanish)

Word Network
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Home Connection 
Highlights of Unit 2: Survival 

Dear Family, 
In this unit, students will investigate what it takes to survive. They will 
consider the physical and emotional costs of survival. Students will read 
a variety of texts, listen to a podcast, and view media as they discuss the 
Essential Question for the unit. 

ESSENTIAL QUESTION: 
As a class, in small groups, and independently, students will work to answer 
the question What does it take to survive? Give your student the opportunity 
to continue the discussion of survival at home. 
 

TALK IT OVER WITH YOUR STUDENT 

• What are some of the ways you could answer the question 
What does it take to survive? 

• Is luck most important in all survival situations? In which 
situations might it be more important to be smart or strong? 

• Why do you think survivor stories are so popular in the 
media and in books and film? 

 

UNIT 2 SELECTION TITLES, AUTHORS, GENRES 

 WHOLE-CLASS LEARNING 

“The Seventh Man” Haruki Murakami Short Story 

“The Moral Logic of Survivor Guilt” Nancy Sherman Opinion Piece 

“The Key to Disaster Survival? 
Friends and Neighbors” 

Shankar Vedantam Podcast 

 

 SMALL-GROUP LEARNING 

“The Voyage of the James 
Caird” from The Endurance 

Caroline Alexander Narrative Nonfiction 

“The Endurance and the  
James Caird in Images” 

Frank Hurley Photo Gallery 

from Life of Pi Yann Martel Argument 
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Name: Date:

Unit Title: 

Perfomance-Based Assessment Prompt:

     Date:  

My initial position:

Title of Text:      Date: 

CONNECTION TO THE PROMPT EVIDENCE FROM THE TEXT ADDITIONAL NOTES/IDEAS

How does this text change or add to my thinking? Date:  

My position:

Title of Text:      Date: 

CONNECTION TO THE PROMPT EVIDENCE FROM THE TEXT ADDITIONAL NOTES/IDEAS

How does this text change or add to my thinking? Date:  

My position:     

Evidence Log
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 End-of-Unit Performance-Based Assessment 
At the end of the unit, your student will pull together his or her learning 
by completing a Performance-Based Assessment answering the question 
Should people in life-or-death situations be held accountable for their 
actions? In response to that question, he or she will prepare a written 
argument, and then deliver the argument to the class. 

 StandardS 
Activities and assignments in Unit 2 will help your student meet the following 
Common Core State Standards for reading literature and informational texts, writing,
and speaking and listening. Here are some key standards students will work toward 
mastering in this unit. 
Reading Literature  Analyze how complex characters 
develop over the course of a text, interact with  
other characters, and advance the plot or develop 
the theme. 

Analyze how an author’s choices concerning
 how to structure a text, order events within
it, and manipulate time create such effects  
as mystery, tension, or surprise. 

Reading Information Text  Analyze various accounts  
of a subject told in different mediums, determining   
which details are emphasized in each account. 

Delineate and evaluate the argument and 
specific claims in a text, assessing whether  
the reasoning is valid and the evidence is relevant  
and sufficient; identify false statements and 
fallacious reasoning. 

Writing  Write arguments to support claims in an 
analysis of substantive topics or texts, using valid 
reasoning and relevant and sufficient evidence. 

Write informative/explanatory texts  
to examine and convey ideas, concepts, and 
information clearly and accurately through the 
effective selection, organization, and analysis  
of content. 

Conduct short as well as more sustained 
research projects to answer a question (including  
a self-generated question), or solve a problem; 
narrow or broaden the inquiry when appropriate; 
synthesize multiple sources on the subject, 
demonstrating understanding of the subject  
under investigation. 

Speaking and Listening  Evaluate a speaker’s point  
of view, reasoning, and use of evidence and rhetoric, 
identifying any fallacious reasoning or exaggerated 
or distorted evidence 

 
Thank you for your continuing support! 
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“The Value of a Sherpa Life” Grayson Schaffer Argument 

“I Am Offering This Poem” Jimmy Santiago Baca Poem 

“The Writer” Richard Wilbur Poem 

“Hugging the Jukebox” Naomi Shihab Nye Poem 

 

 INDEPENDENT LEARNING 

Your student will choose one of the following to read independently. You may 
want to read it as well, so that you can discuss it as a family. 

“To Build a Fire” Jack London Short Story 

“The Most Dangerous Game” Richard Connell Short Story 

from Unbroken Laura Hillenbrand Biography 

“Seven Steps to Surviving  
a Disaster” 

Jim Y. Kim Expository Nonfiction 

“Titanic vs. Lusitania:  
How People Behave in a Disaster” 

Jeffrey Kluger Magazine Article 

 
TALK IT OVER WITH YOUR STUDENT 

• How did you choose which selection to read? 
• What is the most interesting aspect of survival that you 

learned from your reading? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

PERFORMANCE TASKS AND PERFORMANCE-BASED ASSESSMENT 
Your student will take a position on the question Should people in life-or-
death situations be held accountable for their actions? He or she will write an 
argumentative essay supporting that position, drawing on knowledge gained 
from the selections in this unit, as well as from the Performance Tasks he or  
she completed. 

 Whole-Class Learning Performance Task 
After completing the Whole Class section of the unit, your student will 
learn how to put together a complete argumentative essay. He or she  
will then write an essay answering the question Should the narrator of  
“The Seventh Man” forgive himself for his failure to save K? 

 Small-Group Learning Performance Task 
After completing the Small Group section of the unit, your student will 
work with his or her group to create a slideshow addressing the question 
What type of strength is most valuable in a survival situation? 
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“El Endurance y el James  
Caird en imágenes” 

Frank Hurley Galería de fotos 

fragmento de La vida de Pi Yann Martel Argumentación 

“El valor de la vida de un 
Sherpa” 

Grayson Schaffer Argumentación 

“Ofrezco este poema” Jimmy Santiago Baca Poema 

“El escritor” Richard Wilbur Poema 

“Abrazando la gramola” Naomi Shihab Nye Poema 

 

 APRENDIZAJE INDEPENDIENTE 

Su estudiante escogerá una de las siguientes lecturas para leer individualmente. 
Quizá también la quiera leer usted, para comentarla en familia. 

“Hacer un fuego” Jack London Cuento 

“El juego más peligroso” Richard Connell Cuento 

fragmento de Invencible Laura Hillenbrand Biografía 

“Siete pasos para sobrevivir  
una catástrofe” 

Jim Y. Kim No ficción expositiva 

“Titanic vs. Lusitania: Cómo se 
comporta la gente en una catástrofe” 

Jeffrey Kluger Artículo de revista 

 
HÁBLELO CON SU ESTUDIANTE 

• ¿Cómo escogiste qué selección leer? 
• ¿Cuál es el aspecto de la supervivencia más interesante  

que aprendiste en tu lectura? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

TAREAS DE RENDIMIENTO Y EVALUACIÓN BASADA EN EL RENDIMIENTO 
Su estudiante tomará una postura ante la pregunta ¿Se debe considerar a las 
personas en situaciones de vida o muerte responsables de sus actos? Él o ella 
escribirá un ensayo argumentativo defendiendo su opinión, a partir de los 
conocimientos que haya sacado de las selecciones de esta unidad, así como de 
las Tareas de rendimiento que haya realizado. 

 TAREA DE RENDIMIENTO DE APRENDIZAJE CON TODA LA CLASE 
Después de completar la sección de Toda la clase de esta unidad, su 
estudiante aprenderá a organizar un ensayo argumentativo. Entonces 
escribirá un ensayo que responda a la pregunta ¿Debería perdonarse  
a sí mismo el narrador de “El Séptimo hombre” por no haber podido 
salvar a K.? 
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Date:       

  
Conexión con el hogar 
Lo más destacado de la Unidad 2: Supervivencia 

Queridas familias: 

En esta unidad, los estudiantes investigarán qué hace falta para 
sobrevivir. Pensarán acerca de los costes físicos y emocionales de la 
supervivencia. Los estudiantes leerán varios textos, escucharán un 
podcast y verán un video. Con todo ello analizarán la Pregunta  
Esencial de la Unidad. 

PREGUNTA ESENCIAL: 

Los estudiantes trabajarán con todo el grupo de clase, en pequeños grupos y 
de forma independiente para contestar la pregunta ¿Qué hace falta para 
sobrevivir? Dé a su estudiante la oportunidad de seguir hablando sobre la 
supervivencia en casa. 
 

HÁBLELO CON SU ESTUDIANTE 

• ¿De qué formas podrías contestar la pregunta ¿Qué hace 
falta para sobrevivir? 

• ¿Juega la suerte el papel más importante en todas las 
situaciones de supervivencia? ¿En qué situaciones podría  
ser más importante ser listo o fuerte? 

• ¿Por qué crees que las historias de supervivencia son tan 
populares en los medios, los libros y las películas? 

 
TÍTULOS, AUTORES Y GÉNEROS DE LAS SELECCIONES DE LA UNIDAD 2 

 APRENDIZAJE CON TODA LA CLASE 

“El séptimo hombre” Haruki Murakami Cuento 

“La lógica moral de la culpa  
del superviviente” 

Nancy Sherman Artículo de 
opinión 

“¿La clave de la supervivencia en 
las catástrofes? Amigos y familia” 

Shankar Vedantam Podcast 

 

 APRENDIZAJE EN GRUPOS PEQUEÑOS 

“El viaje del James Caird” 
fragmento de El Endurance 

Caroline Alexander Narración no ficción 
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First-Read Guide

Use this page to record your first-read ideas.

Selection Title: 

NOTICE  new information or ideas you 
learned about the unit topic as you first 
read this text.

CONNECT ideas within the selection to 
other knowledge and the selections you 
have read.

ANNOTATE by marking vocabulary and 
key passages you want to revisit.

RESPOND by writing a brief summary of  
the selection.

© Pearson Education, Inc., o sus asociados. Todos los derechos reservados. 
3 

 

 TAREA DE RENDIMIENTO DE APRENDIZAJE EN GRUPOS PEQUEÑOS 
Después de completar la sección de Grupos pequeños de esta unidad, su 
estudiante trabajará con su grupo para crear un pase de diapositivas que 
aborde la pregunta ¿Qué tipo de fortaleza es más valiosa en una situación 
de supervivencia? 

 EVALUACIÓN DE FINAL DE UNIDAD BASADA EN EL RENDIMIENTO 
Al final de la unidad, su estudiante reunirá todo lo que ha aprendido 
realizando una Evaluación basada en el rendimiento en la que dará 
respuesta a la pregunta ¿Se debe considerar a las personas en situaciones 
de vida o muerte responsables de sus actos? Para contestar esta pregunta, 
el estudiante preparará un texto argumentativo por escrito y lo presentará 
ante la clase. 

 

Las actividades y tareas de la Unidad 2 ayudarán a su estudiante a adquirir los 
siguientes estándares de lectura de literatura y textos informativos, escritura, 
hablar y escuchar. Éstos son algunos de los estándares claves que trabajará su 
estudiante para dominarlos en esta unidad. 

Lectura de literatura 
• Analizar cómo se desarrollan los personajes 

complejos a lo largo de un texto, cómo 
interactúan con otros personajes y hacen 
avanzar el argumento o desarrollar el tema. 

• Analizar cómo las elecciones del autor respecto 
a la estructura de un texto, el orden de los 
sucesos y la manipulación del tiempo, crean 
misterio, tensión o sorpresa. 

Lectura de textos informativos 
• Analizar varias versiones de un mismo tema, 

explicado en diferentes medios, y determinar qué 
detalles se destacan en cada versión. 

• Describir y evaluar la tesis y sus argumentos 
específicos de un texto, evaluando si el 
razonamiento es válido y las pruebas relevantes 
y suficientes, identificando afirmaciones falsas y 
razonamientos falaces. 

Escritura 
• Escribir argumentos que justifiquen afirmaciones 

en un análisis de temas o textos importantes, 
usando razonamientos válidos y pruebas 
relevantes y suficientes. 

• Escribir textos informativos/explicativos para 
examinar y expresar ideas, conceptos e 
información de manera clara y precisa, a través 
de la elección efectiva, la organización y el 
análisis de contenido. 

• Realizar proyectos de investigación cortos o con 
más profundidad para responder una pregunta 
(incluyendo una pregunta propia); para resolver 
un problema; para concretar o ampliar la 
pregunta cuando sea apropiado; para sintetizar 
múltiples fuentes sobre el tema; para demostrar 
la comprensión del tema que se está 
investigando. 

Hablar y escuchar 
• Evaluar el punto de vista de una hablante, su 

razonamiento y el uso de pruebas y recursos 
retóricos, identificando cualquier razonamiento 
falaz o exagerado, así como pruebas 
distorsionadas. 

 
¡GRACIAS POR SU CONSTANTE APOYO! 
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Craft and Structure: Character and 
Point of View 

Each character in a story has character traits: attitudes and behaviors that define him or 
her. Each character also has a point of view: his or her unique way of seeing things. 

 A. DIRECTIONS: Read this passage. Then, fill in the chart with information about the 
characters in the story. 

My sister, Eliza, and I are twins, but you’d never guess. I’m short, with blond, curly hair. 
People say I don’t smile much. I hate being in the spotlight, and I’ve never believed in 
talking unless you have something important to say. Eliza, on the other hand, is tall, with 
straight black hair. Her smile is huge; she never stops talking, and she loves a crowd! 

Eliza’s always pushing me to do things with other people. Just last Saturday, for 
example, I was minding my own business, sitting in my room reading a book. Suddenly 
she bursts in, shouting, “Come on, Henry! Party time! It’s good for you!” I’d forgotten all 
about the pool party at the community center. Honestly, just thinking about it made me 
nervous. But Eliza said I was being a royal pain (she always says that), so I grabbed my 
suit and towel and off we went.  

Eliza said the party was, “Fabulous!” I thought it was too loud, crowded, and splashy. 
If only I’d been able to spend the afternoon quietly reading my book: now that would 
have been truly fabulous! 

 Henry Eliza 

1. What the characters look like   

2. What the characters like to do   

3. Character traits of each (name at 

least two) 

  

 B. DIRECTIONS: Finish the sentences about the characters’ points of view. 

 1. From Henry’s point of view, Eliza can be too                                . I can tell this because 
       

 2. From Eliza’s point of view, Henry is too                                      . I can tell this because 

       

 3. How would the story be different if Eliza had written it? 

       

       

© Pearson Education, Inc., or its affiliates. All rights reserved.
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Close-Read Guide

Use this page to record your close-read ideas.

Selection Title: 

Close Read the Text

Revisit sections of the text you marked 
during your first read. Read these sections  
closely and annotate what you notice.  
Ask yourself questions about the text.  
What can you conclude? Write down  
your ideas.

Analyze the Text

Think about the author’s choices of 
patterns, structure, techniques, and 
ideas included in the text. Select one, 
and record your thoughts about what 
this choice conveys.

QuickWrite

Pick a paragraph from the text that grabbed your interest. Explain the power of this passage.

Close 
Read

QUESTIO
N

CONCLUDE

A
N
N
O
TA

TE

 STANDARD  Anchor Reading Standard 10 Read and comprehend complex literary and  
informational texts independently and proficiently. 
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“Two Kinds” by Amy Tan 

Concept Vocabulary and Word Study 
Word List 

indignity  discordant  lamented  reproach  squabbling  devastated 

 A. DIRECTIONS: Match each word from the word list above with the appropriate 
sentence.  

 1. Jing-mei’s mother                      the fact that her daughter was not yet a prodigy. 

 2. Old Chong can’t hear the                   music Jing-mei is playing. 

 3. It’s not unusual to see young siblings                   over their toys. 

 4. Both Jing-mei and her mother were                   over Jing-mei’s poor performance. 

 5. Because she is a chess champion, Waverly Chong is beyond                  . 

 6. A piano prodigy never has to suffer the                   of playing badly in a recital. 

 

 B. WORD STUDY: One of the meanings of the prefix in- is “not.” By adding the 
prefix, the original word takes on the opposite meaning. Read each sentence to 
see if the underlined word is used correctly. If it is, write Correct on the line. If 
it is not, rewrite the sentence so that it makes sense, while still using the 
underlined word. 

Example: Everyone could see the invisible orchestra in Mr. Chong’s head. 
Corrected: No one could see the invisible orchestra in Mr. Chong’s head. 

 1. She was very proud of the indignity she suffered at the recital. 

      

 2. It was insensitive of Waverly Chong to boast about being a prodigy. 

      

 3. Most prodigies are incapable of learning quickly and becoming famous. 

      

 4. Pressuring someone is an ineffective way to make them try harder. 

      

 5. Wanting to be a prodigy is insufficient: you also have to work and have talent. 
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Craft and Structure: Character and 
Point of View 

 A. DIRECTIONS: Read this passage. Then, fill in the chart with information about the 
characters in the story. 

“Everything will be fine!” said Sophia, smiling calmly. “You’ll be great!” Sophia was looking 
forward to hearing Nelson give his speech. She had total confidence in him. He just needed to 
believe in himself and relax. She smiled encouragingly and gave his arm a squeeze. She looked 
at ease in her casual clothes: jeans, sneakers, and a t-shirt. Sophia never worried about what she 
wore. She wanted her words to make a good impression, not her clothes. 

Sadly, none of Sophia’s calm seemed to have reached Nelson. He was so nervous  
he could hardly breathe. He’d been practicing his speech for a week, and it was true he 
had it perfectly memorized. Nelson was terrified that once he got up on stage his mind 
would go blank. He didn’t trust himself. The worst thing would be to get over-confident. 
As usual, he was dressed a little too formally: his best shirt and tie, complete with 
matching handkerchief; the black pants his mother had ironed the night before; freshly 
polished shoes. He was happy that at least the judges would be impressed by his clothes, 
even if they his speech didn’t go well.  

 Sophia Nelson 

1. How the characters are dressed   

2. What the characters think about 

Nelson’s speech 

  

3. Character traits of each (name at 

least two) 

  

 B. DIRECTIONS: Answer the questions about the characters’ points of view. 

 1. From Sophia’s point of view, what should Nelson do to give his speech successfully? 

      .  

 2. I can tell this because       

      . 

 3. From Nelson’s point of view, what is the best way for him to give his speech successfully? 

       

 4. I can tell this because       

      . 

 5. What do you think Nelson thinks of Sophia’s ideas? What would Sophia think of Nelson’s? 
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“Two Kinds” by Amy Tan 

Speaking and Listening: Monologue 
A monologue is a dramatic speech presented by a single character. The character 
speaks his or her thoughts and feelings out loud. Your monologue will be based 
on Jing-mei’s thoughts as she looks at herself in the mirror after disappointing 
her mother once again (paragraphs 18 and 19). As you prepare, answer these 
questions: 

 1. In the first part of the passage, what is making Jing-mei so upset?        

      

 2. Who or what is the “prodigy side” of Jing-mei that stares back at her in the mirror? What 
special strengths or abilities does this girl have?        

      
      

 3. What are some words that you will say with special emphasis during your monologue? 
      

 4. Write a draft of your monologue. Remember to speak as if you were Jing-mei: Use the 
pronouns I, me, my, mine, and myself. Practice presenting the monologue, and then revise 
your draft to correct any weaknesses you notice. 
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“Two Kinds” by Amy Tan 

Language Development: Nouns and Pronouns 
A common noun names a person, place, or thing: girl, man, city 
A proper noun names a specific person, place, or thing: Jing-mei, Mr. Woo, San Francisco 
A possessive noun shows ownership: Jing-mei’s piano, Waverly’s trophies, the cat’s tail 
A personal pronoun takes the place of a noun: I, me, we, us, you, he, him, she, her, it, 
they, them 
A possessive pronoun shows possession or ownership: my, mine, our, ours, your, 
yours, his, hers, its, their, theirs 
A personal or possessive pronoun must agree in number and gender with the noun to 
which it refers: 

• If a noun is singular, the pronoun that replaces it must be singular. 
• If a noun is plural, the pronoun must also be plural. 
• If a noun is feminine, the pronoun that replaces it must also be feminine. 
• If a noun is masculine, the pronoun must also be masculine. 

COMMON AND 

PROPER 

NOUNS 

POSSESSIVE 

NOUNS 

PERSONAL 

PRONOUNS 

POSSESSIVE 

PRONOUNS 

The girl is called 
Jing-mei. The 

street she lives on 
is Linden Street. 

The girl’s name is 
Jing-Mei. The chess 
champion’s name is 

Waverly. 

She plays a song. It 
sounds bad. The piano 
book has ten pieces. 

They are easy. 

Mr. Chong sees his 
student perform. As the 
recital begins, they take 

their seats. 

 A. DIRECTIONS: Write common noun or proper noun to describe each underlined 
word. 

 1. Jing-mei never bothered to learn how to play the piano correctly.                    

 2. The piano teacher lived on Elm Street.                    

 3. California is a very large state.                     

 4. In the 1930s, Shirley Temple was a famous movie star.                        

 5. The city is near the Pacific Ocean.                        

 B. DIRECTIONS: Answer each question. Use the personal and possessive 
pronouns in parentheses. 

 1. At the show, how does Jing-mei’s performance seem to Mr. Chong? (It, him) 

      

 2. What might Waverly think about Jing-mei’s piano playing? (She, it) 
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 ORDER OF EVENTS 

The Seventh Man 
Haruki Murakami 

Authors use the structure of a story to move the story along, explain the order of 
events, and provide suspense, tension, or mystery in the story. Understanding 
the structure of a story and how it works helps you understand the story. An 
author can use parallel plots to tell different parts of a story, or use flashbacks 
to manipulate time and explain events that happened before the story starts. 
Some authors vary the pace of a story to create a sense of time or to create 
tension. 

Haruki Murakami uses the structure of a frame story to explain the order of 
events in “The Seventh Man.” A frame story is a story in which one or more 
other stories unfold. The frame story usually introduces a set of characters in a 
particular situation that prompts one or more of these characters to tell a story-
within-the-story. 

In “The Seventh Man,” the author creates a setting in which people have been 
telling each other stories. Based on the information in the story, all the other 
men have told stories, and the seventh man tells his own story. 

DIRECTIONS: Answer these questions about the “The Seventh Man.”  
Use textual evidence from the story to support your responses. 

 1. What is the interior story of “The Seventh Man”? 

     

 

 2. What changes between the telling of the frame story and the interior story? 

     

 

 3. What are two facts you know about the seventh man that you would not know if his 
story had not been told within another story? 

     

 

 4. How does the author use the structure of a frame story to tell the order of events in 
this story? 
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JUMP START
Lead a discussion with students about who is the 
most responsible person they know. Ask them 
to develop a list of specific details that support 
their choice. For example, the person might be 
responsible for taking care of others or leading 
various activities.

TEACH
Explain that The Moral Logic of Survivor Guilt asks 
a different question about responsibility: Is the 
sense of responsibility soldiers feel toward each 
other irrational? The answer to this question is the 
author’s central idea.

The author supports this idea with specific details 
(like the ones the class generated above).

Elicit potential central ideas from students that 
might answer this question.

Introduce and display phrases that can indicate that 
an author is discussing a central idea, such as:

	 •	 In all this we might say that…

	 •	 Indeed…

Next, introduce and display phrases that can indicate 
that an author is discussing a specific detail, such as:

	 •	 As his remarks make clear…

	 •	 In her/his/this case…

Ask students to return to the text and use these 
clues to discover the central idea and some specific 
details the author includes to support it.

Display the phrases: In all this we might say that…, 
Indeed…, As his/her remarks make clear…, In her/
his/this case…

Ask student to compare the soldier’s views and 
the author’s views about the soldier’s sense 
of responsibility using the connecting phrases 
displayed.

Practice and Application
Support students as they complete the Analyze Craft 
and Structure activity.

ENGLISH LANGUAGE SUPPORT LESSON

The Moral Logic of Survival Guilt
Analyze Craft and Structure

Central Ideas and Specific Details
Objective Students will learn to distinguish between central ideas and specific details using common 
connecting phrases as clues.

 STANDARDS
RI.2 Determine a central idea of a text and analyze its development over the course of the text, including 
how it emerges and is shaped and refined by specific details; provide an objective summary of the text.

LIT17_ANC09_ELSL_P039.indd   1 11/13/15   9:33 AM
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 INFINITIVES AND INFINITIVE PHRASES 

The Seventh Man 
Haruki Murakami 

An infinitive is a verbal, or a verb used as a noun, adjective, or adverb. Infinitive 
phrases are infinitives with modifiers or complements. Most infinitives and 
infinitive phrases are preceded by the word to. (Note: A prepositional phrase ends 
with a noun or pronoun. An infinitive always ends with a verb.) 
Examples: 

To excel requires effort. (infinitive used as a noun) 

You need an invitation to attend. (infinitive used as an adverb) 

I have a task to complete after class. (infinitive phrase used as an adjective) 

We drove to the pier. (prepositional phrase) 

 A. DIRECTIONS: Underline the infinitive or infinitive phrase in each sentence from the 
passage. Be sure to include all modifiers or complements. 

 1. He liked to do seascapes. 

 2. I had always enjoyed swimming, but after that day I never even went to swim 
in a pool. 

 3. The seventh man appeared to be in his mid-fifties. 
 4. I tried to move my arm, but couldn’t lift it. 

 5. They had not been able to find K. 

 B. DIRECTIONS: Underline the infinitive or infinitive phrase in each sentence from the 
passage. Be sure to include all modifiers or complements. Then, identify whether 
the infinitive or infinitive phrase functions as a noun, an adjective, or an adverb. 

 1. The wind had stopped, and the rain had ceased to fall. 

              

 

 2. My parents understood and made arrangements for me to live elsewhere. 

              

 

 3. I try to scream, but my voice will not come. 

              

 
 4. The man was the last one to tell his story that night. 

              

 

 5. I was able to dodge its impact by ducking behind the breakwater. 
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The Seventh Man 
Haruki Murakami 

WORD LIST 

desperate  entranced  hallucination  premonition  profound  meditative 

 A. DIRECTIONS: In each of the following items, think about the meaning of the 
italicized word or phrase, and then answer the question. 

 1. Would someone have a premonition before or after an event takes place?  
  Explain. 

     

 

 2. If a painting has a meditative quality, does it cause the viewer to become calm  
  or excited? 

     

 

 3. There is an old saying — desperate times call for desperate measures. Explain  
  what this saying might mean. 

     

 

 4. What is another word or phrase that can be used to describe an experience that 
  is profound? 

     

 

 5. Is a person who is undergoing a hallucination experiencing reality or an 
  illusion? Explain. 

     

 

 6. If a person is entranced by the sight of a wave, what other emotions might he  
  or she be feeling? 

     

 
 

 B. WORD STUDY: The suffix -tion means “the act of.” Rewrite each sentence.  
Use the underlined word plus the suffix -tion in the new sentence. 

 1. I wasn’t able to concentrate on my homework because my brother was talking 
on the phone. 

     

 

 2. The assignment was easy because all members of the group were able to 
cooperate. 

     

 

 3. The two opponents were able to reconcile their differences. 

     

 

 4. I had a hard time deciding which words to annotate. 
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 WRITE A REVIEW 

The Seventh Man 
Haruki Murakami 

A text or book review is a type of argumentative writing. A review should 
contain key information about the text or book, such as the title, author, and a 
brief summary, as well as the reviewer’s opinion of the text or book. A reviewer’s 
opinion, or position, should be supported by evidence from the text and 
reasons why the reviewer either does or does not recommend the text or book 
to others. A review may also take into account counterarguments or differing 
positions. 

DIRECTIONS: Complete the outline below to plan a review of “The Seventh 
Man.” Use reasons and evidence from the text to support your position. Use 
additional pages if needed. 

 I. Statement of Opinion/Position (do you recommend the story to others?): 

     

 

 

 II. Reasons and Evidence to Support Your Opinion/Position  
(include page numbers and/or quotations from the story):  

A. Reason 1: 

     

  

1. Evidence: 

     

  

2. Evidence: 

     

  

B. Reason 2: 

     

  

1. Evidence: 

     

  

2. Evidence: 

     

  

 III. Conclusion/Restatement of Position: 
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“The Seventh Man” by Haruki Murakami 

Speaking and Listening: Retelling 
The retelling of a story allows readers to understand the story from another 
character’s point of view. A retelling shares the character’s feelings, thoughts, and 
actions in response to what is happening. Each character’s point of view is unique. 

DIRECTIONS: Use this chart to decide whether you will retell “The Seventh Man” 
from K’s parents’ point of view, or from the point of view of a hidden onlooker. 
Consider the role of these characters in the story, their attitude and personality, how 
they might act, and some of the story’s details only they would know. 

 
 K’s parents’ Hidden Onlooker 

Character’s 
role in the 
story 

  

Character’s 
attitude and 
personality 

  

How the 
character acts   

Details of the 
story that only 
the character 
knows 

  

 

102 103



© Pearson Education, Inc., or its affiliates. All rights reserved. 

Name: 

     

 Date: 

     

 

 
 

The Key to Disaster Survival? Friends and Neighbors 
Shankar Vedantam 

WORD LIST 

introduction         expert commentary         translator 

 A. DIRECTIONS: Fill in the chart to show all possible forms of the words. 

NOUN (PERSON) NOUN (THING) VERB ADJECTIVE 

(none) introduction   

 expert commentary (none) (none) 

translator   translated 

 

 B. DIRECTIONS: Fill in the blanks in the sentences with a correct form of the word 
given in parentheses. 

 1. (introduction) The person giving the 

              

 was 

              

 
by the president of the association. Her 

              

 remarks were very 
brief.  

 2. (translator) The two 

              

 each gave a very different 

              

 of the minister’s speech. 

 3. (expert commentary) I listened to the 

              

 on the radio. An 

              

 was talking about the tsunami in Japan.  
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SPEAKING AND LISTENING   

The Key to Disaster Survival? Friends and Neighbors 
Shankar Vedantam 

“The Key to Disaster Survival? Friends and Neighbors” podcast summarizes 
the circumstances of a few individuals who faced disaster scenarios. In 
thinking about their points of view, ask yourself: Does the podcast present the 
full picture? 

How can you identify whether or not the podcast presents the full picture? A 
good way to determine if the full picture is being presented is to analyze the 
different points of view you hear. It can help to identify who is speaking, and 
their opinion on the subject being discussed. If someone were to disagree or 
take a slightly different point of view, how might they respond? 

DIRECTIONS: Use the chart below to outline the different points of view you 
hear in the podcast. In the first column, briefly describe each point of view.  
In the second column, describe an alternative point of view on the same topic. 

 

Podcast Point of View Alternative Point of View 

1.

     

 

     

 

2.

     

  

3.

     

  

4.

     

  

5.

     

  

6.

     

  

7.

     

  

8.

     

  

9.

     

  

10.
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What to the Slave Is the Fourth of July? by Frederick Douglass 

Vocabulary Builder 
Word List 

obdurate   stolid   disparity   denounce   equivocate   conceded 

 A. DIRECTIONS: In each of the following items, think about the meaning of the 
italicized word and then answer the question. 

 1. If height is the greatest disparity between the way two friends look, is it likely that they 
will fit into each other’s clothing? Explain. 
      

 2. Would a soccer player denounce a teammate’s performance in a game if the two players 
were also good friends? Explain. 
      

 3. If Shana did not want to concede the election results, would she probably be ahead or 
behind in the vote count? 
      

 4. If Brett seemed stolid when he heard the bad news, would you describe him as calm or upset? 
Why? 
      

 5. If the children equivocate in response to the question, “Who broke the toy?”, are they 
answering truthfully or not? Explain. 
      

 6. If Ashid’s parents were obdurate in their decision, did Ashid get his way? Why or why not? 
      

 B. WORD STUDY: The Latin prefix ob- is sometimes added to a base word to suggest 
the meaning “against.” In the case of the verb to object, the base -ject comes from the 
Latin word iacere meaning “to throw.” The verb to object literally means “to throw 
against.” When you object to what someone has said, you oppose or stand against it. 

 1. Use a college-level dictionary, either print or online, to research the origin and meaning of 
the word obstacle. Explain the meaning of the prefix and the base word. 
      

 2. Write a definition of the word obstacle as it is used today. 
      

 3. Write a sentence in which you use the word obstacle correctly. 
      

 4. Find and define another word that uses the prefix ob- to mean “against.” 
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 WRITE A LISTENER COMMENT 

The Key to Disaster Survival? Friends and Neighbors 
Shankar Vedantam 

If a listener feels very strongly about the content of a podcast, they may feel 
compelled to write to the station producing the content. They can also write a 
comment responding to another listener’s comment. 

DIRECTIONS: Read the listener comment below. Then write a response on the lines 
provided. Your response can agree or disagree with the comment. You can write about 
your own experience or about other situations that are relevant to the topic of the podcast. 
Remember to be polite and constructive and to use a friendly but formal tone. 

LISTENER COMMENT: Thank you for your podcast about the key to 
surviving a disaster. I have to admit I was surprised to hear that it was so 
important to get to know your neighbors and how much difference that can 
make when a disaster strikes. In my opinion, neighbors can provide suitable 
help up to a certain point—but after that, I want help from the officials. 

For example, a neighbor might be able to give you advice, but they can’t do 
the kinds of things that government agencies and officials can. Can a 
neighbor save your house if it is on fire? Can a neighbor provide medical care 
or funds to rebuild after an emergency? Also, it’s important to note that some 
people live out in the country and don’t really have neighbors. Other people 
have neighbors who may not be very nice. 

So, if I had to choose between depending on my neighbors or the officials,  
I have to admit I would choose the officials. But that’s just me! 

RESPONSE: 
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What to the Slave Is the Fourth of July? by Frederick Douglass 

Argumentative Structure:  
Claim and Counterclaim 
The goal of an argumentative essay is to convince the reader of the author’s 
point of view on a topic or text. The central element of an argumentative essay is 
the author’s claim. A claim is the opinion or main point the author is arguing. An 
author’s claim should be thoroughly supported by logical reasoning and verifiable 
evidence. A reason is an idea that supports a claim. Evidence includes facts, 
statistics, expert testimony, and/or quotations from relevant texts. 

A well-developed argumentative essay addresses opposing viewpoints, called 
counterclaims. During the course of the essay’s development, the author generally 
acknowledges strengths and weakness in both the author’s claim and the opposition’s 
counterclaim. 

Frederick Douglass’s speech “What to the Slave Is the Fourth of July?” has many of 
the elements of a good argumentative structure. In the speech, Douglass makes a 
claim. He gives reasons for this claim and backs them up with evidence. He also 
refutes a counterclaim presented by those with an opposing view. 

DIRECTIONS: Answer these questions about Frederick Douglass’s speech, “What to 
the Slave Is the Fourth of July?” Use textual evidence from the speech to support 
your responses. 

 1. Write a sentence in your own words that summarizes the claim that Douglass 
makes in his speech. 

      

 2. Is Douglass’s claim stated explicitly or is it implied? Explain. 

      

 3. What counterclaim does Douglass address in his speech? 

      
 

 4. How does Douglass refute this counterclaim? 
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What to the Slave Is the Fourth of July? by Frederick Douglass 

Language Development:  
Noun Phrases and Verb Phrases 
A phrase is a group of words that does not have a subject and verb and that 
functions as one part of speech. 

A noun phrase contains a noun and the modifiers 
that distinguish it. It functions in the same way that 
a one-word noun does: as a subject, object, 
predicate nominative, or object of a preposition. 

Examples:  
My task would be light.  
(noun phrase used as a subject)  
I hear the mournful wail.  
(noun phrase used as a direct object)  
Douglass was a former slave.  
(noun phrase used as a predicate nominative) 
I see this day from the slave’s point of view. (noun 
phrase used as the object of a preposition) 

A verb phrase contains a main verb and its helping 
verbs. Like a one-word verb, a verb phrase may 
express action or state of being. 

Examples:  
The nation is celebrating the centennial of its 
independence. (verb phrase)  
I do not faithfully remember those bleeding children 
of sorrow. . . .  (Note: adverbs such as not and 
faithfully are not part of the verb phrase since they 
are not verbs or helping verbs.) 

 A. DIRECTIONS: Mark the noun phrases and verb phrases in each sentence. For 
noun phrases, be sure to include all the modifiers. For verb phrases, include 
only helping and main verbs. 

 1. Frederick Douglass was considered an extraordinary orator. 

 2. The former slave had become an avid reader during his childhood. 

 3. The nation’s constitution did not protect the rights of slaves. 

 4. Many abolitionists had hoped for peaceful change but were disappointed. 

 5. That which is inhuman cannot be divine! 

 B. DIRECTIONS: Tell whether the underlined words are a noun or verb phrase. If 
it is a noun phrase, tell how it is being used. 

 1. The character and conduct of the nation never looked bleaker.                   

 2. Abolitionists should argue more and denounce less.                     . 

 3. Life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness are unalienable rights.                      

 4. Many states had passed laws protecting the rights of slave owners.                     . 

 5. Must I argue the wrongfulness of slavery?                  .  
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Writing: Write an Informative 
Paragraph with a Counterclaim 

Counterclaims to a persuasive argument or misconceptions about the topic of an 
informative essay are fairly common. You can strengthen your writing by addressing such 
counterclaims or misconceptions head on. This will help you and your readers come to a 
deeper understanding of and appreciation for the accuracy of the information you present. 

DIRECTIONS: Read the paragraph below about the “War of Northern Aggression.” Then answer 
the questions that follow. 

At the time of the Civil War, many Southerners referred to the fighting as “the 
War of Northern Aggression.” This term is still used by some people today. It is 
based on the erroneous idea that the Northern states were responsible for starting 
the war because they had violated the Constitution’s protection of slavery in the 
Southern states. This claim was nothing but propaganda intended to rally 
Southern citizens. First, it should be remembered that the Southern states initiated 
the conflict when they attacked Fort Sumter in April of 1861. In fact, the “rebels,” 
as they called themselves, actually attacked a few months after seven Southern 
states had officially “seceded” from the union and just a month after President 
Lincoln’s inauguration. In his first speech as President, Lincoln made it clear that 
his primary goal was to insure that the union survived. He pointed that the oath he 
had just taken required him “to preserve, protect, and defend the Constitution of 
the United States.” Through secession, the rebel forces had not only violated the 
Constitution, they had become traitors to the union. 

 1. What misconception or counterclaim does the paragraph discuss? 

      

      

 2. What facts or reasons does the writer offer to refute this misconception or counterclaim? 
List three facts or reasons below. 

A. Fact/Reason:        

       

B. Fact/Reason:        

       

C.  Fact/Reason:        

       

 3. Which of the facts or reasons offered do you think is most effective in refuting the 
misconception or counterclaim discussed in the paragraph? 
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Speaking and Listening: Recitation  
and Discussion 
Recitation is the act of saying aloud, word-for-word, a text or part of a text. For 
example, an actor in a movie recites the lines from the screenplay. A speaker 
gives meaning and adds interest to a recitation through the use of volume, pacing, 
emphasis, and attitude. A recitation is often followed by a discussion or a 
conversation that considers details of the text or its delivery. 

 A. DIRECTIONS: Choose a passage from “What to the Slave Is the Fourth of 
July?” Then, use the following questions to help you plan a recitation and oral 
interpretation of the passage. 

 1. Which parts of the passage would you emphasize? What would you do to 
accomplish this emphasis? Explain. 
      

      

 2. Find several places in the passage where the author uses repetition and 
parallelism to communicate a key idea or point of view. How you would 
emphasize these words? 

      

      

 B. DIRECTIONS: As you listen to others’ recitations, take notes. Use the 
following questions to record your thoughts. 

 3. How does the passage you heard reflect the central idea of “What to the Slave 
Is the Fourth of July?” Use evidence from the text to support your answer.  
      

      
 

 4. Which recitation skills did the speaker use most effectively? Identify examples 
from the text and describe what the speaker did at this point in the recitation. 
      

      

 5. How could the speaker have improved the recitation? Write one concrete 
suggestion you would offer the speaker. 
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JUMP START
Write on the board a series of sentences with 
participles and participial phrases that describe what 
the students in the room are doing or have recently 
done. For example: 

Susan, working hard on her activity, (participial 
phrase) discovered her pen had run out of ink; 
or, Amid talking (participle) students, the teacher 
tried to get everyone’s attention. Create a few 
more sentences with students’ help.

Remind students that an adjective describes 
a noun. Explain that participles are verbs 
that function as adjectives because they 
describe nouns. Ask students to identify 
which verbs are describing nouns in the 
examples you provided.

TEACH
Focus on paragraph 59 with the class. Ask students 
to underline any participles or participial phrases 
they discover. Some students are likely to underline 
verbs that are not participles.

Display the tips below for helping students 
distinguish a verb from a participle or a participial 
phrase. Add to each tip an example that the class 
generated.

Participles

	 •	 Often	found	before	the	noun	they	modify

	 •	 Describes	what	the	noun	is	doing

	 •	 End	in	–ing

Participial Phrases

	 •	 Often	found	after	the	noun	they	modify

	 •	 Separated	by	commas

	 •	 End	in	–ing

	 •	 Noun	will	often	have	a	second	action	that	it	is	
doing

Ask students to now return to paragraph 59 or 
other sections of the text to distinguish verbs from 
participles. 

Practice and Application
Support students as they complete the Author’s 
Style: Word Choice activity.

ENGLISH LANGUAGE SUPPORT LESSON

The Voyage of the James Caird
Author’s Style: Word Choice

Participles and Participial Phrases
Objective Students will be able to identify and use participles and participial phrases in order to add 
variety to speaking and writing.

 STANDARDS
L.1b: Use various types of phrases (noun, verb, adjectival, adverbial, participial, prepositional, absolute) and 
clauses (independent, dependent; noun, relative, adverbial) to convey specific meanings and add variety and 
interest to writing or presentations.

LIT17_ANC09_ELSL_P073.indd   1 11/13/15   9:34 AM
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Writing: Write an Informative 
Paragraph with a Counterclaim 

 A. DIRECTIONS: Read Abraham Lincoln’s “First Inaugural Address” (March 4, 1861) 
online. Then answer the following questions. 

 1. What misconception about his position on slavery does Lincoln claim pro-slavery 
Southerners held? 

      

      

      

 2. What factual evidence does Lincoln provide to refute this misconception? List at list two 
examples that Lincoln gives.  

      

      

      

      

 B. DIRECTIONS: Write a brief informative paragraph in which you summarize the 
misconception that Lincoln refutes in his “First Inaugural Address.” Be sure your 
informative paragraph has a topic sentence that summarizes Lincoln’s position, supporting 
evidence including quotations from the speech, and a concluding sentence.  
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The Voyage of the James Caird 
Caroline Alexander 

WORD LIST 

pitched               reeling               upheaval 

 A. DIRECTIONS: In each of the following items, think about the meaning of the 
italicized word or phrase, and then answer the question. 

 1. When the James Caird pitched on the sea (paragraph 16), was it moving in 
circles or up and down? 

     

 

 2. When the boat was reeling (paragraph 19), was it spinning or moving 
backwards and forwards? 

     

 

 3. Shackleton describes a mighty upheaval of the ocean. Describe what the ocean 
was doing. 

     

 
 

 B. WORD STUDY: Read the definitions of the word pitched. Then, match each 
definition with the sentence that uses it in the same context. Mark the number of 
the matching definition in the blank. 

 1. To throw a ball for a batter to hit. 

 2. To set up and fix firmly in place. 

 3. To aim (a product) at a particular section of the market. 

 4. To put forward an idea or make a bid for business. 

 5. To toss or fling roughly or casually. 

     

 A. They pitched the advertising campaign at teens and young adults. 

     

 B. The new player pitched a perfect inning, and we won the game! 

     

 C. I pitched my broken shoe into the trash. 

     

 D. He pitched some new ideas to the mayor on ways to increase recycling. 

     

 E. We pitched a tent in the backyard last weekend. 
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 SERIES OF EVENTS 

The Voyage of the James Caird 
Caroline Alexander 

Authors use narrative structure to tell the story of real-life events. In Caroline 
Alexander’s exploration narrative The Endurance, she uses firsthand 
narrative accounts from Ernest Shackleton and his crew to help the reader 
understand the conditions they faced while en route to discover South Georgia 
Island. 

At the same time, the author shares her own point of view about what is 
happening to Shackleton and his crew. This type of narration is called a 
secondhand narrative account. Secondhand narrative accounts are written 
by people who researched but did not live through the events themselves.  

DIRECTIONS: Read the following passages from “The Voyage of the James 
Caird.” Below each excerpt, identify whether it is a firsthand or secondhand 
narrative account. 

 1. “The crew of the Caird had departed on a day of rare sunshine that made the water 
sparkle and dance, and the peaks and glacial slopes of Elephant Island glittered 
with deceptive beauty . . .” 

     

 

 2. “Unable to sit upright, they ate with great difficulty, their chests almost pressed 
against their stomachs.” 

     

 

 3. “Navigation is an art, but words fail to give my efforts a correct name. . . . Sir 
Ernest stood by under the canvas with chronometer pencil and book.” 

     

 

 4. “[He] is the most irrepressable optimist I’ve ever met. . . . When I relieve him at the 
helm, boat iced & seas pourg: down yr neck, he informs me with a happy grin ‘It’s 
a grand day, sir.’” 
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INDEPENDENT LEARNING SELECTION  

To Build a Fire 
Jack London 

COMPREHENSION CHECK 
DIRECTIONS: Complete the following items after you finish your first read. 

 1. Where is the man, and what weather conditions is he experiencing? 

     

 

 2. What physical effects of the cold does the man experience? 

     

 

 3. Why does the man want to avoid getting his feet wet? 

     

 

 4. What does the man do after he falls into the creek? 

     

 

 5. What happens to ruin the man’s fire? 

     

 

 6. What happens to the man’s second attempt to build a fire? 

     

 

 7. What thought does the man refuse to consider? 

     

 

 8. Notebook: To confirm your understanding, write a summary of “To Build a Fire.” 
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 WORD CHOICE 

The Voyage of the James Caird 
Caroline Alexander 

The descriptions of life aboard the James Caird make for powerful narrative 
nonfiction because of the author’s vivid word choice. Word choice refers to an 
author’s selection of particular words to create a specific impression, to convey 
meaning, and to express particular ideas and attitudes. Alexander chooses words 
that vividly depict the hardships, obstacles, risks, and physical challenges of the 
journey. 

 A. DIRECTIONS: Read each of the quotations from “The Voyage of the James Caird.” 
Underline the descriptive words that the author has chosen to convey a particular 
impression. On the line below, explain what feeling the author is creating with this 
choice of words. 

 1. “Now, soaked by bitter spray, the men waited anxiously in the pitching 
darkness and knew their suffering brought little progress.” 

     

 

     

 

 2. “Cape pigeons such as they had admired so many months before at Grytviken 
made frequent appearances, along with mollyhawks and other birds whose 
presence hinted at land.” 

     

 

     

 

 3. “Rain, hail, sleet, and snow hammered down, and by noon the gale had become 
a full-fledged hurricane whipping a mountainous sea into foam and obscuring 
every trace of land.” 

     

 

     

 

 

 B. DIRECTIONS: Read each phrase below. Change the underlined word to one that is 
less vivid but has a more positive connotation. Write the new word on the line 
provided. 

 1. The wind howled. 

     

 
 2. The boat gave a sickening roll leeward. 

     

 
 3. The rain hammered down. 

     

 
 4. The boat landed with a brutal thud. 

     

 
 5. They clawed their way forward. 
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INDEPENDENT LEARNING SELECTION  

The Most Dangerous Game 
Richard Connell 

COMPREHENSION CHECK 
DIRECTIONS: Complete the following items after you finish your first read. 

 1. Why does Rainsford leave the yacht and go to the island? 

     

 

 2. What does Rainsford learn about General Zaroff by carefully examining his face? 

     

 

 3. In what way does Zaroff believe he is superior to every animal he hunts? 

     

 

 4. Why did Zaroff buy the island and build the house? 

     

 

 5. Notebook: Confirm your understanding of the story by writing a timeline of key events.  
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RESEARCH 
Research to Clarify Choose at least one unfamiliar detail from the text. Briefly 
research that detail. In what way does the information you learned shed light on 
an aspect of the story? 

     

 

Research to Explore Choose something from the text that interests you and 
formulate a research question. 

     

 

ANALYZE THE TEXT 
DIRECTIONS: Respond to these questions. Use textual evidence to support your 
responses. 

 1. (a) What do the dog’s instincts tell it about the cold? (b) Compare and Contrast: 
Why does the extreme cold “make no impression” on the man? (c) Make a 
Judgment: Who is better equipped to survive in the cold, the dog or the man? 
Explain. 

     

 

 2. (a) What trap does the man unsuccessfully try to avoid? (b) Analyze Cause and 
Effect: What deadly chain of events does this begin? 

     

 

 3. Make Inferences: Early in the story, the narrator reveals that the man does not really 
know the temperature outside. What can you infer from this clue? 

     

 

 4. (a) What information do the man’s recollections of this conversation with the old-
timer provide? (b) Evaluate: What clues about the man can you draw based on his 
response to the old-timer? (c) Generalize: How do these clues help you predict what 
will happen at the end of the story? 

     

 

 5. Analyze: (a) What external conflict drives the plot? (b) Identify at least three details 
in the setting that contribute to the central conflict. 

     

 

 6. Draw Conclusions: In what ways do London’s descriptions of the dog’s feelings 
and its instincts about survival increase the story’s dramatic irony? 

     

 

 7. Essential Question: What does it take to survive? What have you learned about the 
nature of survival by reading this story? 
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RESEARCH 
Research to Clarify Choose at least one unfamiliar detail from the text. Briefly 
research that detail. In what way does the information you learned shed light on 
an aspect of the story? 

     

 

Research to Explore Choose something from the text that interests you and 
formulate a research question. 

     

 

ANALYZE THE TEXT 
DIRECTIONS: Respond to these questions. Use textual evidence to support your 
responses. 

 1. (a) According to Zaroff, what is the most dangerous game? (b) Define: What is the 
single defining attribute that makes this creature more dangerous than any other? 

     

 

 2. (a) When Zaroff makes his wager just before the end, how do you know they are 
going to fight to the death? (b) Make Inferences: What do you infer from the story’s 
last line? Explain the details that support your inference. 

     

 

 3. (a) Compare and Contrast: At the beginning of the story, what do Rainsford’s “two 
classes” have in common, and how are they different? (b) Compare and Contrast: 
At first, how do Rainsford and Zaroff think alike, and how does Rainsford disagree 
with Zaroff’s belief that “Life is for the strong, to be lived by the strong; and, if 
need be, taken by the strong”? 

     

 

 4. Analyze: Does Rainsford’s attitude toward the world’s “two classes” change by the 
end of the story? Explain your position. 

     

 

 5. Essential Question: What does it take to survive? What have you learned about the 
nature of survival by reading this story? 
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The Scarlet Letter 
Nathaniel Hawthorne 

ABOUT THE AUTHOR 

Nathaniel Hawthorne (1804–1864) was born in Salem, Massachusetts, a descendant of the Puritan 
immigrants who figure so prominently in his writing. By his mid-teens, he was a voracious reader. 
After attending Bowdoin College in Maine, he worked for more than a decade at perfecting the craft of 
writing. His initial attempts at publication were unsuccessful, and according to the fashion of the day, 
he published a number of tales anonymously. 

Hawthorne’s literary career was officially launched in 1837 with the publication of Twice-Told 
Tales. To save money for his marriage to Sophie Peabody, he worked in the Boston Custom House 
from 1839 to 1840. The newly wedded couple spent the first three years of their marriage at the Old 
Manse in Concord, Massachusetts. It was there that Hawthorne met and encouraged Herman Melville, 
who later thanked him by dedicating his masterpiece, Moby-Dick, to Hawthorne. 

The publication of Hawthorne’s tales greatly increased his reputation, but he still did not earn 
enough money to support his wife and three children. In 1849, he began writing The Scarlet Letter, 
which was published the following year. In 1851, Hawthorne published another important novel, The 
House of the Seven Gables. Despite his fame, in 1853 he gladly accepted President Franklin Pierce’s 
appointment as American consul at Liverpool, England, a post he kept until 1857. When he died, 
many of America’s foremost writers gathered to praise Hawthorne and his works. 

BACKGROUND 

The novel’s setting is Puritan Massachusetts in the mid-seventeenth century. The brutal reality of the 
Puritans’ existence in the New World seems to have confirmed their belief that life was filled with 
endless toil. Indian attacks, virulent diseases, and harsh weather served to harden their hearts still 
further. Ironically, although they had set sail seeking freedom from religious persecution, they came to 
be seen as rigid, humorless, and judgmental. In his novel, Hawthorne explores the Puritan ideas of 
self-discipline, sin, and guilt in order to learn about the inner recesses of the human heart. 
 

Lesson Plan: The Scarlet Letter 
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Quick Guide 

As you read The Scarlet Letter, keep these literary elements in mind: 

> POINT OF VIEW is the perspective from which a 
narrative is told. Note that the introductory chapter, 
“The Custom House,” is told from the first-person 
point of view, while the rest of the novel uses 
third-person omniscient point of view. 

> ATMOSPHERE is the mood or feeling of a work of 
literature that is created by details of setting or 
action. Hawthorne skillfully uses imagery and 
diction, or word choice, to create a vivid 
atmosphere in many sections of the novel. 

> CHARACTERIZATION is the way or ways in which a 
writer reveals information about characters. In this 
novel, Hawthorne focuses on only four major 
characters, for whose portrayal he uses a variety of 
direct and indirect techniques. In direct 
characterization, a writer makes direct statements 
about a character’s appearance, personality, and 
actions. In indirect characterization, a writer 
suggests information about a character through what 
he or she says or does or through other characters’ 
interactions with him or her. 

> A SYMBOL is a person, place, or thing 
that stands for something other than 
itself. Hawthorne uses symbolism 
extensively in the novel—most notably, 
with the scarlet letter A, which stands 
for Hester’s adultery. 

> A THEME is a central message or insight 
conveyed in a work of literature. 
Leading themes in The Scarlet Letter 
include the effects of sin, personal vs. 
public truth, and the achievement of 
wisdom through suffering. 

 

 
 

VOCABULARY 
 1. truculency  n. rudeness; harshness 
 2. edifice  n. building, especially a large 

and imposing one 
 3. retribution n. punishment for evil done 
 4. patriarch  n. person regarded as the 

founder or father o f a colony, religion, 
or business  

 5. archives  n. historical records 
 6. exhorted  v. urged  
 7. torpor n. state o f being dormant or 

inactive; sluggishness; stupor  
 8. ignominy  n. loss of one’s reputation; 

shame and dishonor 
 9. tremulous  adj. trembling; quivering  
10. quietude  n. state o f being quiet; 

calmness 
11. emaciated  adj. abnormally lean, as by 

starvation or disease 
12. sundering  n. separation; breaking 

apart 

13. scurrilous  adj. abusive 
14. confidant  n. trusted friend to whom 

one may confide secrets 
15. inexplicable  adj. not able to be 

explained or accounted for  
16. vicissitude  n. change; mutability; 

condition of shi fting circumstances 
17. obtrusive  adj. provoking attention in a 

displeasing way  
18. impulsive  adj. acting suddenly or on 

impulse 
19. consternation  n. fear or shock that 

makes one feel helpless or bewildered 
20. irrepressibly  adv. in an unrestrained 

manner 

INTRODUCTORY—THE CUSTOM HOUSE 
Discussion Questions 

 1. What does Hawthorne claim to have 
found in the Custom House? 

 2. What reasons does Hawthorne give for 
losing his job in the Custom House? 

Lesson Plan: The Scarlet Letter 

© Pearson Education, Inc., or its affiliates. All rights reserved. 3 

 3. How does Hawthorne rationalize losing 
his job? Identify three ways in which he 
expresses his reactions to this event. 

 4. In what ways does this introductory sketch 
suggest some of the aspects of the tale that 
follows? Consider Hawthorne’s bitterness 
over the loss of his job, the A’s mysterious 
burning, Hawthorne’s solitary habits, and 
the date of the manuscript that he 
discovers. 

WRITING ACTIVITY Write a paragraph 
discussing whether it is better for someone to 
take revenge when hot with anger or whether 
it is better to wait—because “revenge is a dish 
best served cold.” 

CHAPTERS 1–4  
Discussion Questions 

 1. Describe the characters who have been 
introduced to this point. 

 2. Why do you think Hawthorne introduces 
all the main characters so early on? 

 3. What has happened to Hester Prynne? 
 4. Why do you think Hester refuses to reveal 

her partner’s name? 
 5. Identify words and phrases from 

Hawthorne’s descriptions that convey an 
atmosphere of gloom and pessimism. 

WRITING ACTIVITY What historical figures 
can you think of who have withheld 
information to protect others? Write a 
paragraph. 

CHAPTERS 5–8 
Discussion Questions 

 1. Describe Hester and Pearl’s lifestyle. 
 2. Which details in Hawthorne’s descriptions 

of Hester and her activities characterize 
her as creative and imaginative? 

 3. Why does Hester go to Governor 
Bellingham’s mansion? 

 4. Why do you think Hawthorne included 
Mistress Hibbins? What function does she 
serve in the story? 

 5. In what ways do you think people make 
up or atone for things they have done 
wrong? 

WRITING ACTIVITY In a paragraph, explain 
why Dimmesdale speaks so eloquently on 
Hester’s behalf. 

CHAPTERS 9–12  
Discussion Questions 

 1. In these chapters, how does Chillingworth 
change? 

 2. How does Dimmesdale change? 
 3. How does the author use symbols to link 

the four main characters? 
 4. Why does Dimmesdale go to the scaffold? 
 5. Why does Chillingworth torture 

Dimmesdale? 

WRITING ACTIVITY Write a paragraph 
discussing whether you think guilt is always a 
negative emotion. How might guilt function to 
help us? 

CHAPTERS 13–15  
Discussion Questions 

 1. Describe how Hester has changed since 
the beginning of the story. 

 2. How has Chillingworth changed? 
 3. What does Hawthorne mean when he says 

that “the scarlet letter had not done its 
office”? 

 4. How has the meaning of the scarlet A 
changed in the past seven years? 

 5. Under what circumstances do you think it 
is permissible for people to break 
promises? Explain your answer. 

WRITING ACTIVITY Write a paragraph 
discussing why you think Hawthorne does not 
make Chillingworth totally devilish. 

CHAPTERS 16–19 
Discussion Questions 

 1. Why does Hester meet Dimmesdale in the 
forest? 

 2. What course of action does Hester 
propose to Dimmesdale? 

 3. How is Dimmesdale’s sin different from 
Chillingworth’s? 

 4. Why did Dimmesdale conceal his sin for 
seven years? 
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The Scarlet Letter 
Nathaniel Hawthorne 

 A. Thinking About The Scarlet Letter 
  Choose the best answer. 

 1. In the introductory section, “The Custom House,” what does the narrator 
claim to have found? 

 a. a faded capital A and a manuscript 

 b. Hester Prynne’s will 

 c. the text of a speech by Roger Chillingworth 

 d. a diary kept by Governor Bellingham 

 2. Hawthorne uses all the following rationalizations for losing his job at the 
Custom House EXCEPT 

 a. he needs time off after three years on the job. 

 b. he was refused a pay increase. 

 c. being fired by the Whigs strengthens his position with the opposition party. 

 d. it is heroic to be fired. 

 3.  In which century does the novel’s main action take place? 

 a. sixteenth  c. eighteenth 

 b. seventeenth  d. nineteenth 

 4.  What is the name of Hester’s child? 

 a. Arthur  c. Pearl 

 b. Roger  d. none of the above 

 5.  Hester supports herself and her child by working as 

 a. a governess.  c. a seamstress. 

 b. a house maid.  d. the governor’s secretary. 

 6.  What can we assume is the reason for the physical changes in 
Dimmesdale? 

 a. a serious disease  c. premature aging 

 b. diet and exercise   d. severe guil
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Trade Book Lesson Plans
Lesson plans and tests are available for over 130+ popular titles, including the 

program’s unit-aligned titles . These resources are editable, so you can customize 

them to meet your classroom needs .

EACH TRADE BOOK LESSON PLAN INCLUDES:

A lesson plan 
 is available for  
all unit-aligned  

titles

Author and Background 
Information sets the stage 

before reading

Quick Guide with  
Literary Elements and 

Vocabulary words 

A Test to pull it  
all together

A Writing Activity & 
Discussion Questions per 

chapter provide instructional 
content and guidance for 
collaborative discussions
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English Learner/ 
High-Interest Support
myPerspectives meets all learners, yet sometimes students may need additional 

support . The resources in English Learner/High Interest Support in myPerspectives+ 

will engage your students with readings and resources that can be read 

independently or assigned .

QREADS
QReads is a strategic intervention program  
that increases fluency, comprehension, and 
background knowledge for middle school and  
high school students through short, high- 
interest non-fiction readings . 

• Perfect for middle school and high school 
students reading at a 2nd grade to 6th grade level .

• Reading passages cover content in: Science, 
Social Studies, Language and Literature, and 
Arts and Culture and are geared to increase 
vocabulary in the content areas .

• Students gain important background knowledge 
which supports comprehension .

REALITY CENTRAL WRITING JOURNAL
The Writing Journal gives students complete writing support,  
guided practice, and extensive vocabulary support .

• A writing prompt is available per selection, and graphic organizers 
and checklists help students through the writing process .

• Vocabulary workshops allow students to use the selection Word  
Bank in different ways as they explore word parts and families .

• The Grammar, Usage, and Mechanics Handbook provides  
support before, during, and after writing .

REALITY CENTRAL
Reality Central features short, 
nonfiction readings on topics students 
encounter every day, such as dress 
codes and bullying . Selections are 
written at a slightly lower level  
to reach all readers .



A variety of generic graphic organizers and rubrics are available for students to use as 

needed . Help students learn to plan, organize, and work up to grade-level expectations .
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ARGUMENT  
RUBRIC, SCORE POINT 1 
The essay represents a very limited writing performance. 

Focus/Purpose/Organization 

Most ideas are generally related to the issue specified in the prompt, but the writer’s claim is 
missing, unclear, or illogical. The writer may fail to maintain focus on the issue, may include 
extraneous information, or may shift abruptly from idea to idea, weakening the coherence of  
the essay. 
The organizing structure of the essay is inappropriate to the purpose or the specific demands of the 
prompt. The writer uses organizational strategies that are only marginally suited to the persuasive 
task, or they are inappropriate or not evident at all. The absence of a functional organizational 
structure causes the essay to lack clarity and direction. 
The writer’s progression of ideas is weak. Repetition or wordiness sometimes causes serious 
disruptions in the flow of the essay. At other times the lack of transitions and sentence-to-sentence 
connections causes the writer to present ideas in a random or illogical way, making one or more 
parts of the essay unclear or difficult to follow. 

Development of Ideas 

The development of ideas is weak. The argument is ineffective and unconvincing because the 
reasons and evidence the writer uses to support the claim are inappropriate, vague, or insufficient. 
Counterclaims are not presented or addressed. 
The essay is insubstantial because the writer’s response to the prompt is vague or confused. In 
some cases, the essay as a whole is only weakly linked to the prompt. In other cases, the writer 
develops the essay in a manner that demonstrates a lack of understanding of the writing task. 

Use of Language/Conventions 

The writer’s word choice may be vague or limited. It reflects little or no awareness of the 
argumentative purpose and does not establish a formal style and objective tone appropriate to  
the task. Word choice may impede the quality and clarity of the essay. 
Sentences are simplistic, awkward, or uncontrolled, significantly limiting the effectiveness  
of the essay. 
The writer has little or no command of sentence boundaries and spelling, capitalization, 
punctuation, grammar, and usage conventions. Serious and persistent errors create disruptions  
in the fluency of the writing and sometimes interfere with meaning. 
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ARGUMENT
EVALUATION CHART 

EVALUATION CHART: ARGUMENT POOR
1 2 3 4Focus/Purpose/Organization 

How well does the essay’s organizing structure support its purpose and respond to the demands of the prompt? 1 2 3 4 
How completely do the ideas relate to the stated position and focus on the issue? 1 2 3 4 How logical and well-controlled is the progression of ideas? How well does the writer use transitions and sentence connections to show how ideas are related? 

1 2 3 4 
Overall Focus/Purpose/Organization Score 1 2 3 4 
Development of Ideas 

How effectively are ideas developed? How specific and well-chosen is the supporting evidence? How forceful and convincing is the argument? 1 2 3 4 
How thoughtful and engaging is the essay? How clearly does the writer show a deep understanding of the writing task? 1 2 3 4 Overall Development of Ideas Score 1 2 3 4 

Use of Language/Conventions 
How effective is word choice in contributing to the clarity of the essay? To what extent does word choice show the writer’s awareness of the essay’s purpose 1 2 3 4 
How purposeful, varied, and well-controlled are the sentences? To what extent do the writer’s sentences enhance the effectiveness of the essay? 1 2 3 4 
How minor are errors in spelling, capitalization, punctuation, grammar, usage, and sentence boundaries? To what extent are the fluency of the writing and effectiveness of the essay unaffected by errors? 

1 2 3 4 

Overall Use of Language/Conventions Score 1 2 3 4 
OVERALL ARGUMENT SCORE 

1 2 3 4 
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Rubric for Self-Assessment 

Cause-and-Effect Essay—4-point rubric 

Audience and 
Purpose Organization Elaboration Use of Language 

Score
4

Consistently targets an 
audience through word 
choices and details; 
clearly identifies 
purpose in thesis 
statement

Presents a clear, 
consistent
organizational strategy 
to show cause and 
effect

Successfully links 
causes with effects; 
fully elaborates 
connections among 
ideas

Chooses clear transitions 
to convey ideas; presents 
very few mechanical 
errors 

Score
3

Targets an audience 
through most word 
choices and details; 
identifies purpose in 
thesis statement 

Presents a clear 
organizational strategy 
with occasional 
inconsistencies; shows 
cause and effect 

Links causes with 
effects; elaborates 
connections among 
most ideas 

Chooses transitions to 
convey ideas; presents 
few mechanical errors 

Score
2

Misses a target 
audience by including 
a wide range of word 
choices and details; 
presents no clear 
purpose 

Presents an 
inconsistent
organizational
strategy; creates 
illogical presentation of 
causes and effects 

Links some causes 
with some effects; 
elaborates
connections among 
most ideas 

Misses some 
opportunities for 
transitions to convey 
ideas; presents many 
mechanical errors 

Score
1

Addresses no specific 
audience or purpose 

Demonstrates a lack 
of organizational 
strategy; creates a 
confusing presentation 

Develops and 
elaborates no links 
between causes and 
effects

Demonstrates poor use of 
language; presents many 
mechanical errors 
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Rubric for Self-Assessment 

Comparison-and-Contrast Essay—6-point rubric 

Audience and 
Purpose Organization Elaboration Use of Language 

Score
6

Clearly presents a 
topic to be compared 
and contrasted and 
targets audience 

Well organized, with 
strong transitions 
helping to link words 
and ideas 

Effectively elaborates 
similarities and 
differences with details 
and examples as 
support 

Varies sentence 
structures and makes 
good word choices; very 
few errors in spelling, 
grammar, or punctuation 

Score
5

Provides a topic to be 
compared and 
contrasted and targets 
audience

Clearly organized, 
although an 
occasional lapse may 
occur 

Elaborates similarities 
and differences with 
details and examples 
as support 

Some sentence variety 
and good word choices; 
some errors in spelling, 
grammar, or punctuation, 
but they do not interfere 
with reader understanding 

Score
4

Provides a topic to be 
compared and 
contrasted 

Is consistently 
organized, although 
perhaps simplistically 

Adequately addresses 
similarities and 
differences

Sentence structures and 
word choices are 
appropriate; errors in 
spelling, grammar, or 
punctuation may occur, 
but they do not interfere 
with reader understanding 

Score
3

May attempt to 
compare and contrast 
two things but does 
not do so fully or 
clearly

May have organization 
in some parts but 
lacks organization in 
other parts 

Does not consistently 
address similarities 
and differences; may 
emphasize some but 
neglect others 

Inconsistent control of 
sentence structures and 
incorrect word choices; 
errors in spelling, 
grammar, or punctuation 
occasionally interfere with 
reader understanding 

Score
2

Only a minimal 
attempt at comparing 
and contrasting two 
things; either topic is 
unclear or support is 
limited 

Very disorganized and 
not easy to follow 

Similarities and 
differences are not 
present or not well 
explained; support is 
minimal 

Problematic sentence 
structures and frequent 
inaccuracies in word 
choices; errors in spelling, 
grammar, and 
punctuation hinder reader 
understanding 

Score
1

Does not compare and 
contrast

Lacks organization 
and is confusing and 
difficult to follow; may 
be too brief to assess 
organization

Lacks support or 
elaboration 

Little or no control over 
sentences and incorrect 
word choices may cause 
confusion; many errors in 
spelling, grammar, and 
punctuation severely 
hinder reader 
understanding 
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Rubrics for Self-Assessment 

Comparison-and-Contrast Essay—4-point rubric 

Audience and 
Purpose Organization Elaboration Use of Language 

Score
4

Clearly provides a 
reason for a 
comparison-and- 
contrast analysis 

Successfully presents 
information in a 
consistent
organization best 
suited to the topic 

Elaborates several 
ideas with facts, 
details, or examples; 
links all information to 
comparison and 
contrast

Demonstrates excellent 
sentence and vocabulary 
variety; includes very few 
mechanical errors 

Score
3

Adequately provides a 
reason for a 
comparison-and- 
contrast analysis 

Presents information 
using an organization 
suited to the topic 

Elaborates most ideas 
with facts, details, or 
examples; links most 
information to 
comparison and 
contrast

Demonstrates adequate 
sentence and vocabulary 
variety; includes few 
mechanical errors 

Score
2

Provides a reason for 
a comparison-and-
contrast analysis 

Chooses an 
organization not suited 
to comparison and 
contrast

Does not elaborate all 
ideas; does not link 
some details to 
comparison and 
contrast

Demonstrates repetitive 
use of sentence structure 
and vocabulary; includes 
many mechanical errors 

Score
1

Does not provide a 
reason for a 
comparison-and-
contrast analysis 

Shows a lack of 
organizational strategy 

Does not provide facts 
or examples to support 
a comparison and 
contrast

Demonstrates poor use of 
language; generates 
confusion; includes many 
mechanical errors 
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Rubric for Self-Assessment 

Generic (Holistic) Writing—4-point rubric 

Audience and 
Purpose Organization Elaboration Use of Language 

Score
4

Writing is strongly 
focused; shows fresh 
insight into the task; 
consistently targets an 
audience through word 
choices and 
supporting details 

Successfully presents 
information in a fluent, 
organized manner 

Provides convincing, 
well-elaborated 
support for 
ideas

Shows a mature 
command of the 
language; chooses clear 
transitions to convey 
ideas; contains virtually 
no mechanical errors 

Score
3

Identifies purpose; 
targets an audience 
through most word 
choices and details 

Presents most 
information in an 
appropriate 
organizational pattern 

Provides some 
support and 
development for ideas 

Some sentence variety 
and good word choices; 
shows some mechanical 
errors 

Score
2

Lacks clear focus; 
contains some 
unrelated details 

Lacks consistent 
organization; may lack 
a logical progression 
of ideas 

Does not elaborate all 
ideas; provides 
inadequate or illogical 
support 

Uses overly simple 
sentence structures; does 
not connect ideas well; 
shows many mechanical 
errors 

Score
1

Addresses no specific 
audience or purpose 

Presents information 
in a fragmented and 
disorganized manner 

Does not elaborate 
ideas; offers little or no 
support 

Demonstrates poor use of 
language; contains many 
mechanical errors that 
hinder reader 
understanding 
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Rubric for Self-Assessment 

Cause-and-Effect Essay—6-point rubric 

Audience and 
Purpose Organization Elaboration Use of Language 

Score
6

Clearly identifies a 
cause-and-effect 
situation and 
effectively targets 
audience

Well organized, with 
strong transitions 
helping to link words 
and ideas 

Effectively links 
causes with effects 
through relevant and 
elaborated support 
and details 

Varies sentence 
structures and makes 
good word choices; very 
few errors in spelling, 
grammar, or punctuation 

Score
5

Clearly identifies a 
cause-and-effect 
situation and targets 
audiences

Clearly organized, 
although an 
occasional lapse may 
occur 

Links causes with 
effects through 
relevant support and 
details

Some sentence variety 
and good word choices; 
some errors in spelling, 
grammar, or punctuation, 
but they do not interfere 
with reader understanding 

Score
4

Identifies a cause-and-
effect situation and 
adequately addresses 
audience

Is consistently 
organized, although 
perhaps simplistically 

Links causes with 
effects with some 
support 

Sentence structures and 
word choices are 
appropriate; errors in 
spelling, grammar, or 
punctuation may occur, 
but they do not interfere 
with reader understanding 

Score
3

A cause-and-effect 
situation may be 
identified, but it is not 
clear; target audience 
may not be addressed 

May have organization 
in some parts but 
lacks organization in 
other parts 

Although some 
support linking cause 
and effect may be 
present, it is not fully 
or consistently 
developed

Inconsistent control of 
sentence structure and 
incorrect word choices; 
errors in spelling, 
grammar, or punctuation 
occasionally interfere with 
reader understanding 

Score
2

Contains only a 
minimal attempt at 
linking a cause-and-
effect; either topic is 
unclear or support is 
limited 

Very disorganized and 
not easy to follow 

Support is very 
unclear or very 
undeveloped 

Problematic sentence 
structures and frequent 
inaccuracies in word 
choices; errors in spelling, 
grammar, and 
punctuation hinder reader 
understanding 

Score
1

Not fully engaged in 
the task; a cause and 
effect may not be 
identified

Lacks organization 
and is confusing and 
difficult to follow; may 
be too brief to assess 
organization

Lacks supports or no 
attempt is made to 
support the connection 
between cause and 
effect

Little or no control over 
sentences and incorrect 
word choices may cause 
confusion; many errors in 
spelling, grammar, and 
punctuation severely 
hinder reader 
understanding 
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Rubric for Self-Assessment 

Generic (Holistic) Writing—6-point rubric 

Audience and 
Purpose Organization Elaboration Use of Language 

Score
6

Writing is strongly 
focused; shows fresh 
insight into the task; 
consistently targets an 
audience through word 
choices and 
supporting details 

Successfully presents 
information in a fluent, 
organized manner 

Provides convincing, 
well-elaborated 
support for ideas 

Shows a mature 
command of the 
language; chooses clear 
transitions to convey 
ideas; contains virtually 
no mechanical errors 

Score
5

Clearly focuses on the 
task; uses appropriate 
word choices and 
supporting details 

Presents a clear 
organizational pattern 
with a logical 
progression of ideas 

Elaborates key ideas 
with specific examples 
and ideas 

Shows a command of the 
language; uses 
transitions to connect 
ideas smoothly; contains 
few mechanical errors 

Score
4

Identifies purpose; 
targets an audience 
through most word 
choices and details 

Presents an 
organizational pattern, 
although lapses may 
occur 

Provides adequate 
support for main idea, 
but development may 
be uneven 

Some sentence variety 
and good word choices; 
shows some mechanical 
errors 

Score
3

Writing is generally 
focused on the task; 
contains some support 
that appeals to the 
audience

Organizational pattern 
is evident; may lack a 
logical progression of 
Ideas

Provides some 
support; does not 
elaborate all ideas 

Uses overly simple 
sentence structures; 
shows some mechanical 
errors 

Score
2

Lacks focus; contains 
some unrelated details 

Presents an 
inconsistent
organizational strategy 

Provides inadequate 
or illogical support for 
ideas

Fails to vary sentence 
structures; does not 
connect ideas well; 
contains many 
mechanical errors 

Score
1

Addresses no specific 
audience or purpose 

Presents information 
in a fragmented and 
disorganized manner 

Does not elaborate 
ideas; offers little or no 
support 

Demonstrates poor use of 
language; contains many 
mechanical errors that 
hinder reader 
understanding 
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Grammar: Commas and Dashes 
Practice  

Use commas to indicate a short pause in your writing. Use dashes to indicate an abrupt change 
of thought, a dramatic interruption, or a summary statement. 

Use commas to 
separate

Use commas to
set off 

Use dashes
to indicate 

Two independent clauses 
in a compound sentence: 

They laughed, and they 
cried 

Three or more words, 
phrases, or clauses in a 
series: 

The child ran, skipped, 
and jumped. 

Parts of dates, places, or 
certain titles: 

We drove to Ames, Iowa, 
on Sunday 

An introductory word, 
phrase, or clause: 

At the yard sale, we 
bought a tent. 

Parenthetical or 
nonessential expressions: 

Ari, who is older, is an 
inch shorter than Ken. 

Direct quotations: 
The coach said, “Take a 
break.” 

An abrupt change of 
thought:

We offer the best service 
in town—and the fastest. 

To set off an interrupting 
idea:

Call Mike—he’s a math 
genius—to tutor you. 

To set off a summary 
statement:
India, Korea, and China—all 
are important markets. 

Referring to the rules, insert commas and dashes where needed in the following 
sentences.

 1. The ocean is calm in summer rough in winter and beautiful all year. 

 2. The lobster boats will return soon so we are watching for them. 

 3. Portland Maine has many great seafood restaurants. 

 4. The island which is in the middle of the lake has a sandy beach. 

 5. I did all the work for the party she gets the credit. 

 6. Roy he is always late will not make it to the party by 7:00. 

 7. Kim said “Let’s row the canoe over tomorrow for a swim.” 

 8. In addition we will have a picnic. 
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Los adjetivos son palabras que describen a los sustantivos y
pronombres. Al igual que los adjetivos, los adverbios también
son modificadores, pero describen a los verbos, adjetivos y a
otros adverbios.

Adjetivos
Los adjetivos se emplean con los nombres y los pronombres.

➜ Concepto clave
Un adjetivo es una palabra que describe un sustantivo o un
pronombre.

◆ Los adjetivos como modificadores 
Modificar significa “cambiar un poco”. Los adjetivos modifican
los sustantivos y pronombres al cambiar un poco su significado.

Los adjetivos responden a determinadas preguntas sobre el
sustantivo o el pronombre que modifican: 

¿DE QUÉ CLASE?
new car auto nuevo

¿CUÁL?
this swan este cisne

¿CUÁNTOS?
one hamburger una hamburguesa

¿CUÁNTO?
no food nada de comida

¡Compara!
En español el adjetivo va generalmente después del sustantivo.
¡En inglés sucede lo contrario!

I have a new game.
Tengo un juego nuevo.

En inglés, cuando dos sustantivos van juntos, el primero
funciona como adjetivo. En español hay que usar “de” para
relacionar los sustantivos.

It’s a new video game. Es un nuevo juego de video.
It’s a game show. Es un programa de juegos.
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Adjetivos y adverbios
Support for 

Adjectives and 
Adverbs

¿Sabías que...
los adjetivos se llaman
también modificadores?
Eso se debe a que
modifican o cambian el
significado de un
sustantivo o pronombre.
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Grammar: Simple and Compound Sentences 
Practice  

A simple sentence contains a subject and a predicate and expresses a single idea. The 
predicate contains the verb and tells what the subject is or does. A simple sentence may 
contain a compound subject and a compound verb. In the examples, the subjects are underlined 
once, and the predicates twice. 

Simple sentence: Lissa plays soccer. 
With compound subject: Lissa and Spencer play soccer. 
With compound verb: Spencer plays and eats at school.

A compound sentence contains two or more simple sentences joined by a comma and a coordinating 
conjunction (and, but, or, nor, so, for).

Lissa plays soccer, and Spencer also plays soccer. 
Lissa and Spencer play soccer, but Kerrie and Sam play tennis. 

Underline each simple sentence in the following compound sentences. Then, circle the 
coordinating conjunction. 

1. “The Gift of the Magi” has a surprise ending, and “The Necklace” also has one. 

2. Poetry is often beautiful, but sometimes it is difficult to understand. 

3. You can explain the directions, or you could draw me a map. 

4. Pears and apples are good, but I prefer peaches and plums. 

Combine each pair of sentences into a compound sentence, using the coordinating 
conjunction indicated. Remember to use a comma before the conjunction. 

 1. Enjoy watching the animals. Do not feed them. (but) 

 2. Carl and Jane work hard all week. They relax on the weekend. (and) 

 3. The trains have stopped running. We will take a bus. (so) 

A

B
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Reconocer preposiciones
➜ Concepto clave
Una preposición relaciona un sustantivo o un pronombre con
otra palabra de la oración.

Si la preposición cambia, el significado del texto cambia
también. 

The parade passed near the building.
El desfile pasó cerca del edificio.

The parade passed behind the building. 
Es desfile pasó detrás del edificio.

Las preposiciones formadas por más de una palabra se llaman
preposiciones compuestas.

¡Compara!
En inglés las preposiciones son mucho más numerosas que en
español. Hay que tener cuidado de no traducirlas literalmente.

Preposiciones
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En tu libro de texto en inglés aparece la tabla de preposiciones
más comunes.

¿Sabías que...
tanto en español como
en inglés hay
preposiciones formadas
por más de una
palabra: on account of
(a causa de).

En tu libro de texto en inglés aparece una tabla con
preposiciones compuestas.

Practica ✍
1. Primero en español

Subraya las preposiciones en el párrafo siguiente.

Entre la luna y la tierra no hay más cuerpos celestes. Sí hay, en cambio, muchos satélites
artificiales que han enviado los hombres. También se han enviado naves exploradoras a la
luna y a Marte. Por todas partes hay ahora objetos de los hombres. 

2. Ahora en inglés

Subraya todas las preposiciones que encuentres en el párrafo siguiente. 

The first satellite went beyond Earth’s atmosphere. It moved in an orbit around Earth.
Scientist gathered measurements of the satellite’s orbit. For six years the men on earth
gathered information. Man has also sent exploration vehicles to the Moon and Mars. With so
many objects in space, we have created a litter problem.
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Grammar: Fragments and Run-ons 
Practice  

A sentence fragment is a group of words that does not express a complete thought but is 
punctuated as if it were a sentence. To correct a fragment, make sure that the group of words has 
a subject and a verb and that it makes sense by itself. 

Sentence Fragment: About a trip to the Grand Canyon. 

Complete sentence: Alex dreamed about a trip to the Grand Canyon. 

Run-on sentences include sentences that are joined without any punctuation and those joined by 
only a comma (called comma splices). To correct a run-on, write two separate sentences or add a 
conjunction, such as and, but, so, or or.

Run-on: The pigeons stay all winter they don’t migrate south. 
Corrected: The pigeons stay all winter. They don’t migrate south. 
Comma splice: The car wouldn’t start, we had to take the bus. 
Corrected: The car wouldn’t start, so we had to take the bus. 

For each item, write F if it is a fragment or S if it is a sentence. 

1.        Whenever we attend the St. Patrick’s Day parade. 

2.  Crowds on the parade route waving and clapping. 

3.  Bands play.  

Rewrite each fragment, turning it into a complete sentence. 

 1. The new store on the corner.        

 2. By the time the show ended.        

 3. The toad hopping in the grass.        

Correct each run-on sentence or comma splice. 

 1. The rain has stopped, the trees are still wet. 

 2. We painted the walls blue we painted the ceiling white. 

A

B

C
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Give students additional grammar practice and support with  

a variety of resources at your fingertips .  

Interactive Practice Lessons 
and Grammar Tutorials 
provide grammar instruction 
in an engaging environment . 
Students can access these 
resources anytime .

PRACTICE WORKSHEETS
Hundreds of editable worksheets are available in myPerspectives+ that you can  
print or assign . Worksheets include Spanish Writing & Conventions Practice .

Conventions
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¿Qué palabras te describen? Eres estudiante, amigo y lector. También puede que seas

cantante, bailarín o patinador. Pero, lo sepas o no lo sepas, hay otra palabra que te

describe: escritor.

◆ La escritura en la vida diariaEs muy probable que tú escribas todos los días. Piensa en todo lo que escribes. En la

escuela, tomas notas y contestas cuestionarios. Escribes ensayos, poemas y cuentos. En

la casa, anotas mensajes telefónicos y haces listas de compras. Es probable que le envíes

mensajes por correo electrónico a tus amigos. Tal vez llevas un diario en el que escribes

con frecuencia. Ésas son algunas de las formas en que tú escribes.
◆ ¿Por qué escribes?La razón para escribir es la misma que para hablar: lo hacemos para comunicarnos. A

través de la escritura puedes comunicar lo que piensas, lo que sabes y lo que sientes.◆ ¿Cuáles son los elementos de una buena escritura?• Las ideas Una buena escritura comienza con ideas interesantes. Explora los temas que

consideras interesantes y que piensas son de interés para otras personas. Preséntales a

los lectores información que sea nueva y fresca para ellos.
• Organización La organización es la forma en que aparecen las ideas y los detalles en un

escrito. Para que el lector pueda seguir tus ideas, selecciona una organización que tenga

sentido para tu tema y continúa con esa organización durante toda la obra literaria.

• Voz personal Al igual que tú tienes una forma propia de expresarte cuando hablas,

también puedes desarrollar una voz personal como escritor. Tu voz personal consiste en

los temas que seleccionas, la actitud que expresas sobre esos temas, las palabras que

usas y el ritmo de tus oraciones.• Selección de palabras Las palabras son la base de un escrito. Al seleccionar palabras

precisas y claras, le impartes fuerza a tu redacción y le permites al lector seguir tus

ideas e imaginar las cosas que describes.• Oraciones fluidas En un escrito no sólo es importante que las palabras se conecten

apropiadamente, también es importante que las oraciones fluyan bien. Para crear un

ritmo fluido en tu texto, usa oraciones de diferentes estructuras y número de palabras y

usa transiciones para conectarlas.• Usos convencionales Tu escrito debe ser gramaticalmente correcto. No dejes que

errores de gramática, uso de palabras y ortografía interfieran con tu mensaje.

El escritor en ti
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Resources such as Interactive Lessons and worksheets are available to help your 

students continuously improve these critical skills .

Writing and Research
INTERACTIVE WHITEBOARD LESSONS
Classroom presentation tools including Interactive Whiteboard Lessons  
and PowerPoints allow you to project lessons to your whole class . 

SPANISH PRACTICE 
WORKSHEETS
Spanish worksheets help 
students with understanding 
the writing process and with 
practicing writing skills . 

INTERACTIVE 
LESSONS
• Student-facing lessons 

provide interactive feedback 
and support at any time .

• Drag-and-drop activities  
and fill-in-the-box  
mimic next-generation 
assessment items .

El conocimiento y uso de los pasos del proceso de escritura te ayudará a producir una
obra literaria mejor.

◆ Los tipos de escritura
Una manera de estudiar los tipos de escritura es analizarlos en modos o géneros, que es
la forma que toma la escritura. Otra manera de aprender sobre la escritura es considerar
la fuente de inspiración y el público al que va dirigido. Por ejemplo, cuando escribes
reflexivamente, tú escoges lo que vas a escribir, el formato que vas a usar y si vas a
compartir tu texto. La escritura reflexiva, tal como en un diario, es de ti y para ti. Por el
contrario, cuando escribes extensivamente, generalmente se trata de una asignación
escolar que será leída ante un público general. La escritura extensiva comienza con otros
y es para otros. Pueden ser poemas, ensayos o crónicas de cine.

◆ El proceso de escritura
Éstas son las etapas del proceso de escritura:

• Antes de escribir Explorar los temas, seleccionar un tema y comenzar a reunir y
organizar los detalles antes de escribir.

• Hacer un borrador Escribir tus ideas en un papel más o menos en el formato que va a
tener el trabajo terminado.

• Revisar Corregir los errores y mejorar la forma y el contenido de lo escrito.
• Corregir Perfeccionar la escritura y arreglar los errores de gramática, ortografía y

puntuación.
• Publicar y presentar Compartir tu obra con otras personas.

Estos pasos parecen estar en secuencia, pero con frecuencia los escritores saltan entre
etapas.

¿Qué haces antes de escribir?
Los escritores se preocupan sobre qué van a escribir. La preparación antes de comenzar a
escribir te ayudará a hacer la tarea menos agobiante. Tú puedes usar tu propia serie de
estrategias y rutinas para prepararte para la tarea de escribir.

El proceso de escritura

6 Spanish-Speakers’ Handbook © Prentice Hall, Inc.
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Compare and Contrast 
Practice  

When you compare and contrast two people or things, you tell about the similarities and 
differences between them. When you compare and contrast two characters, you look for 
similarities and differences in these categories:  

• characters’ appearance and personal qualities—what each character is like. For 
example, one character might be weak, while the other is strong. 

• characters’ background—what each character’s past life has been like. For example, 
one character might come from a rich family, while the other comes from a poor family. 

• characters’ actions—what each character does. For example, one character might go to 
college, while the other goes to work. 

• characters’ motives—the reasons the character has for doing things. For example, one 
character might want to get a lot of money. The other character might want to help others. 

• characters’ fate—what happens to each character. For example, one character might end 
up winning, while the other character loses. 

Read each item about Sally and Beth. Then, explain what similarity or difference between 
them is shown in the item. Finally, circle the category of the similarity or difference you 
wrote about. 

1. Sally: grew up with Beth in a wealthy family 
Beth: grew up with Sally in a wealthy family 

appearance/personality  background  actions/feelings  motives  fate 

2. Sally: invents a medicine to cure a deadly disease 
Beth: steals the formula for the medicine so that she can make money

appearance/personality  background  actions/feelings  motives  fate 

3. Sally: wins a prize for her invention 
Beth: goes to jail

appearance/personality  background  actions/feelings  motives  fate

© Pearson Education, Inc., or its affiliates. All rights reserved. 1
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Draw Conclusions 

Practice  A conclusion is a logical opinion or idea you reach by pulling together several facts or details. 
To draw conclusions about a written work, look for important details or clues. Then use your 
own prior knowledge and experience to fill in the gaps as you piece together all the information.  

Read the example. Then, circle the letter of the best answer for each question. “OK,” said Ben. “I bought the balloons. Is there anything else you want  me to do?” 
“Yes,” said Tanya. “Can you give me a ride to the bakery? I don’t want to  

walk home carrying that big cake.” 
“Let’s wait until Mom leaves to pick up Ana at school,” said Ben. “I don’t  want her to suspect anything.” 

1. What do you think Ben and Tanya are doing? 
A. learning how to bake a cake 
B. planning to take their mother to the circus 
C. playing a trick on their mother 
D. planning a surprise party for their mother 

2. Who do you think is older, Ben or Tanya? 
3. Why do you think so?     
4. What conclusion can you draw about Ana? 

A. She is Ben and Tanya’s sister. 
B. She loves cake. 
C. She is a stranger. 
D. She cannot keep a secret.

© Pearson Education, Inc., or its affiliates. All rights reserved. 1
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Main Idea and Supporting Details 
Practice  

The main idea is the central message, insight, or opinion in a work. Supporting details are 
the pieces of evidence that a writer uses to prove the main idea. These details can include facts, 
statistics, quotations, or anecdotes.  

As you read the following paragraphs, you will see that the main idea of all the 
paragraphs is similar. But each of the paragraphs discusses a somewhat different point. 
Answer the questions that follow. 

A. The act of laughing is actually good exercise. In an average laugh, the heart, lungs, and 
other organs get a brief workout. Laughing can clear up the respiratory system and speed 
up heart rate. If the laugh is especially strong, it loosens muscles in the face, arms, and 
legs.

1. Underline the sentence that directly states the main idea made about laughter in paragraph 
A.

B. But laughter is more than exercise. Some scientists believe that laughter causes the body 
to produce a group of hormones. These hormones may then release natural painkillers 
that can reduce suffering from arthritis, allergies, or other ailments. According to this 
theory, laughter might actually trigger relief from pain. 

2. Underline the main idea in paragraph B. 

C. In 1964, Norman Cousins, editor of Saturday Review magazine, was diagnosed with a 
life-threatening disease. But instead of dying, Cousins applied a laugh-yourself-to-health 
approach. Acting against medical opinion, he booked a hotel room and read humorous 
books and watched funny movies. Regular belly laughter, he found, worked like 
medicine so that he was able to enjoy two hours of painless sleep at a time. Within a few 
years, he had recovered completely. 

3. Underline the main idea for paragraph C. 

© Pearson Education, Inc., or its affiliates. All rights reserved. 1
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Make Predictions 
Practice  

When you use what you know to explain what you think is going to happen in a selection, you 
are making a prediction. Predictions are based on information from the selection and 
knowledge from your own experience.  

You can make predictions by using the following three steps as you read:  

1. Ask yourself what you know about the story and the characters. Look for descriptions and 
clues in the text and make notes about these details.  

2. Ask yourself what your own personal experiences have taught you about the details you 
wrote in your notes.  

3. Based on what you discovered in steps 1 and 2, ask yourself what you think will happen. 
Write your predictions down on a piece of paper.  

Read the selection. Then, answer the questions that follow.  

Kurt had finally finished restoring his grandfather’s old truck. After months 
of repairing rust, searching for replacement parts, and rebuilding the engine, 
the truck was ready. The town was having a big parade to celebrate its 
centennial, and Kurt’s truck was scheduled to follow the school band. 

Parade day began with a dark, overcast sky but no rain. Kurt went to the 
barn to put the finishing touches on the truck’s decorations and give the 
gleaming bumpers a final polish. Finishing with little time to spare, Kurt 
started the engine and made his way into town. As he pulled the truck into 
position before the parade began, he heard a strange rumbling noise coming 
from under the engine. He stopped the truck, got out, and looked under the 
hood. Small dots of a dark fluid had begun to drip. Kurt took a deep breath 
and thought about what he might have in his toolbox to fix the leak. 

1. What do you think will happen in the next few paragraphs of the story? 

2. What details in the passage helped you make this prediction? 

6 Reading Kit © Pearson Education, Inc. All rights reserved. 
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Practice

Literary Analysis: Point of View

Point of view is the perspective from which a story is told.

� First-person point of view: The narrator is a character in the story. This
character uses the first-person pronouns I and me to tell the story. 

� Third-person point of view: The narrator is not a character in the story.
This narrator uses third-person pronouns such as he, she, they, and
them to refer to all the characters in the story. 

Writers can use different types of third-person point of view. In third-person
omniscient point of view, the narrator knows everything and can describe
the thoughts of each character. In third-person limited point of view, the
narrator reveals the thoughts of just one character.

A Complete each sentence.

1. In point of view, the narrator is a character.

2. In third-person point of view, readers learn what more
than one character thinks and feels.

3. In third-person point of view, readers learn the
thoughts of just one character.

B Read the paragraph. Then, answer the questions that follow.

Chris got to the mall early. As he looked around for his friends, he caught
sight of himself in a mirror. Won’t my hair ever lie flat? he thought. He
wondered whether Bob and Dean were as self-conscious as he was. Just then,
he saw Dean waving to him across the food court. When Chris waved back,
Dean started doing his gorilla imitation, jumping around and hooting. No,
thought Chris, Dean has too much fun to stop and think about how he looks.

1. Who tells the story—one of the characters or a narrator outside the story?

2. Do you learn as much about Dean’s thoughts as about Chris’s? Explain. 

3. What is the exact name for the point of view in the paragraph?

A

B
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Make Inferences 
Practice  

Inferences are logical assumptions about information that is not directly stated. 

Read the following story. Then, answer the questions that follow. 

At 3 A.M. Honolulu time on July 12, 1959, Pan American Airways Flight  
947 from San Francisco was well over the Pacific Ocean. It was a star-bright  
night, the air was calm, and all was quiet. 

The pilot looked to his left, when suddenly a cluster of white lights sped  
across the sky toward the airliner at a fantastic rate of speed. The pilot,  
copilot, and flight engineer watched the lights for at least ten seconds before  
the lights disappeared. 

“What was that?” the copilot exclaimed. All agreed the object could not  
have been a plane. 

The pilot reported the sighting to the Air Traffic Control headquarters in  
Honolulu. He was the first of several pilots to call about the lights. 

A second call came from Pan American Flight 942. Its pilot had seen the  
lights, too. He reported, “It could be a shooting star. The sighting lasted ten  
to fifteen seconds.” Another report came in from a Slick Airways flight. The  
pilot said that what he saw “appeared to be one large light, with four smaller  
lights in the trail. It came right at us. It could have been a meteor.” 

When the flights landed in Honolulu, military intelligence personnel  
questioned the pilots and copilots. Reporters were also present. Half-jokingly,  
one reporter asked, “Could it have been a flying saucer?” 

A pilot hesitated and then replied, “I have never believed that such  
foreign objects existed.” Then he took a deep breath. “I am a believer now.” 

After the airmen were dismissed, the reporters dashed for telephones. 

1. Why did one of the pilots infer that what he saw could not have been a plane? 

2. Why might the pilot of Pan American Flight 942 have inferred that the lights were a 
shooting star? 

3. What do you infer was the reason the reporters ran to telephones? 
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A variety of resources provide students with extra support and practice for developing 

reading and critical thinking skills . 

Reading Skills  
and Literary Analysis
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Spelling: Words with Affixes 
Practice  

Affixes are word parts that are attached to words to change their meaning or part of speech. 
Affixes attached to the ends of words are called suffixes. When you attach a suffix, the original 
word often has a small change in spelling. 

Rules

Words ending in silent -e  
Drop the e.

wise + -dom = wisdom

Words ending in consonant + y  
Change y to i.

accompany + -ment = 
accompaniment

Special Problems 

A final letter may change. consume + -tion = consumption
pretend + -ious = pretentious

A final syllable may change. ecstasy + -ic = ecstatic
generous + -ity = generosity
maintain + -ance = maintenance
proclaim + -ation = proclamation

A final syllable may be dropped. spontaneous + -ity = spontaneity

In some cases, the original word stays the same, even when you think it might not: 

pronounce + -able = pronounceable 

For each item, join the suffix to the word in parentheses. Write the new word in the blank 
to complete the sentence. 

 1. (spontaneous + -ity) Joel rehearses all his remarks and never shows .

 2. (pretend + -ious) Janine is  and acts as if she is better than others. 

 3. (ecstasy + -ic) Keishon was  when she received a nearly perfect 
report card. 
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Spelling: Unusual Consonant Groupings 
Assess  

Write correct if the word is spelled correctly. If it is not spelled correctly, write the correct 
spelling on the line. 

1. reminice               4. unconcious                

2. rythm               5. nonchalant               

3. exsilarating 

Write correct if the underlined word is spelled correctly. If it is not, write the correct 
spelling of the underlined word. 

1.  The new museum has a colorful broschure. 

2.  Kyle did not study before, but now he is trying to be more 
concientious. 

3.  The black and white poster showed her profile in silhouette. 

4.  The title gives a suttle hint about the meaning of the poem. 

5.  Tom was forced to dicipline the puppy when it did not behave. 

Underline the three misspelled words in this paragraph. On the lines following the 
paragraph, give the correct spelling of each of the words you underlined. 

I am very consientious about walking at least one mile every day. It takes discipline to walk 
on really cold or hot days. A brisk walk can be very exilarating. As I walk, I try to maintain a 
steady rhythm. Often I reminise about the past. 

1.                        2.                  3.                  

A

B

C

© Pearson Education, Inc., or its affiliates. All rights reserved. 2

Name: Date:

Spelling: Words with Affixes 
Assess  

For each item, add the suffix to the word to form a new word. Write the new word on the 
line provided. 

 1. ecstasy + -ic = 

 2. maintain + -ance = 

 3. spontaneous + -ity = 

 4. pretend + -ious = 

 5. wise + -dom = 

For each item, join the suffix to the word in parentheses. Write the word in the blank to 
complete the sentence. 

 1. (pronounce + -able) Is that word , or is it hard to say? 

 2. (accompany + -ment) She sang the song with piano .

 3. (generous + -ity) Because of her , the hospital will have a new wing. 

 4. (proclaim + -tion) The king issued a  that banned loud music. 

Complete this paragraph by combining each numbered word and suffix into a new word. 
Write the new word on the line after the parentheses. Be sure to spell it correctly. 

Yesterday the queen issued a (1 proclaim + -tion) . She said that 

everyone must cut down on fuel (2 consume + -tion) . Drivers can no 

longer travel alone but instead must have an (3 accompany + -ment)  of 

passengers. Cars need good (4 maintain + -ance)  so that they do not 

waste fuel. People who care about the environment are (5 ecstasy + -ic) 

about the queen’s new rules. 

A

B

C
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Spelling: Unusual Consonant Groupings 
Practice  

Some words are hard to spell because they contain unusual groups of consonants. They may 
contain unusual combinations of consonants, such as these: the thm in rhythm, the rh in 
rhythm, or the sc in reminisce. Generally, to learn to spell these words, you must memorize 
them. You might make up a reminder to help you; for example, 

When we reminisce, we often “C” the past in our minds. 

Study these words with unusual consonant groupings. Then, complete the exercises. 

brochure conscientious discipline exhilarating nonchalant 

reminisce rhythm silhouette subtle unconscious 

Write correct if the word is spelled correctly. If it is not spelled correctly, write the correct 
spelling on the line. 

1. reminisse 3. unconscious 

2. rythym 4. exilarating 

Write correct if the underlined word is spelled correctly. If it is not, write the correct 
spelling of the underlined word. 

1.  We obtained a four-page broshure from the Travel Office. 

2.  Jana is a consientious student who always does her homework. 

3.  The student showed good dissipline by following all the rules. 

4.  The actress gave a subtle performance instead of an emotional one. 

5.  The artist drew a silouette of the bird instead of showing its 
features.

A

B
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Spelling: Frequently Misspelled Words 
Practice  

Content area words are word that come from science, social studies, literature, and any other 
subject areas that you may study. Some content area words are tricky to spell because they 
have unusual letter combinations. 

Math parallel Literature metaphor

Social Studies Arctic Health psychology

Science muscles Music chord

To learn how to spell these words, identify the difficult letter combination in each and 
memorize it. You might make up a reminder to help you remember the correct combination. 
Here are some examples: 

All l’s are parallel.

You can see the frozen sea in the Arctic.

Musical muscles sing a silent c.

For each misspelled word, find the correct spelling in the box. Write the correct spelling 
on the line. 

1. musels 

2. metafor 

3. cord 

4. sycology 

5. Artic 

6. paralell 

Circle the three misspelled words in the paragraph. Give the correct spelling for each on 
the lines that follow. 

I took a long trip to the Arctic. I went to study the psichology of seals. Afterward, my muscles 
were sore. The problem was that I did not keep my skis parellel when I went skiing. Before I go 
to the Artic again, I will practice skiing more. 

1.                        2.                        3.                   

A

B
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Vocabulary: Prefixes fore- and con-; Suffix -ate
Practice  

A prefix is added to the beginning of a word or word root to change its meaning. The prefix 
fore- means “earlier” or “in front of.” The prefix con- means “with” or “together.” 

fore- + see = foresee: “to predict, to see something before it happens” 

con- + join = conjoin: “to join two things together for a common purpose” 

A suffix is added to the end of a word to change its meaning or part of speech. The suffix -ate
means “to become or form.” It can change other word forms to verbs. 

motive + -ate = motivate: “to give someone a motive” 

Circle the letter of the answer choice that completes each sentence correctly. 

1. If you confide in someone, you 

A. keep secrets from that person. B. share your thoughts with that person. 

2. If something has been foretold, that means it was 

A. predicted before it happened. B. explained after it happened. 

Match each word with the sentence in which it fits best. 

1. The firefighter did not  before rushing 
into the flames. 

2. Luckily, she had the  to board up her 
windows before the hurricane hit her area. 

3. The  of the club was that they should  
meet twice a month. 

4. This year, I hope to  in more sports  
activities.

A

B

consensus

hesitate

participate

foresight
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Spelling: Frequently Misspelled Words 
Assess  

Write correct next to each correctly spelled word. If the word is incorrectly spelled, write 
the correct spelling. 

1. metefor 

2. chord 

3. psychology 

4. musuls 

5. Artic 

6. paralell 

Circle the three misspelled words in each paragraph. Give the correct spelling for each 
on the lines that follow. 

In my English class today, we learned that a metaphor is a figure of speech. A metaphor can 
help you understand someone’s psycology. For example, I could say, “My friend Fred is a 
playful puppy.” You can tell that I am saying that Fred is full of energy and is friendly. A metafor 
can sometimes be hard to understand. If I say, “He lives in the Artic of her heart,” I am using a 
metaphor. I am saying that her feelings for him are cold, just like the Arctic. 

1.                        2.                  3.                  

In Music class today, we learned that a cord is a group of notes played at the same time. My 
friend Janet told the class that she practices chords on the piano. Sometimes she has to 
stretch her fingers to play all the notes in a chord. Some chords make the mussles in her hand 
hurt! Our teacher explained that one chord can change to another in something called parelell 
motion. He also said that each chord has its own personality. Some are full of joy and 
contentment. Others are gloomy and dissatisfied. 

1.                        2.                  3.                  

A

B
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Name: Date:

Vocabulary: Prefixes be- and dis-
Practice  

A prefix is added to the beginning of a word or word root to change its meaning. The prefix 
be- can mean “around,” “to make,” or “covered with.” Review these examples: 

be- + little = belittle: “to make something seem small; to mock” 

be- + grime = begrime: “to cover with grime; to make dirty” 

The prefix dis- means “away,” “apart,” or “not,” as shown in the following examples: 

dis- + close = disclose: “to reveal; to make not closed or hidden” 

dis + satisfied = dissatisfied: “not satisfied” 

For each definition listed, write a word that combines the underlined word with the prefix 
be- or dis- to form a new word that matches the definition. Then, use the new word in a 
sentence.

1.  a lack of respect 

2.  to make a friend of someone 

3.  lack of agreement 

4.  to make a person confused through the use of guile, or deception 

5.  to cover with dew or a similar liquid 

6.  poorly organized 

A
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Name: Date:

Vocabulary: Suffixes -tion and -esque; Prefix de-; Word Root -bene-

Practice  

A root is the basic unit of meaning of a word. A prefix is added to the beginning of a word or 
word root to change its meaning. A suffix is added to the end of a word to change its meaning 
or part of speech. Knowing the meanings of word roots, prefixes, and suffixes can help you 
figure out the meanings of many new words. Study the following examples:

Root, Prefix, 
or Suffix Meaning Words With the Root, 

Prefix, or Suffix 

-tion [suffix] the act of reflection, motivation, abduction 

-esque [suffix] in the style of; in 
the manner of 

picturesque, grotesque 

de- [prefix] down depress, debase, descend 

-bene- [root] good or well beneficial, benefactor, benediction 

Circle the letter of the answer choice that is closest in meaning to the underlined word or 
phrase.

 1. I tried to get an even scattering of sprinkles across the cake. 

A. deception B. contribution C. distribution 

 2. One of the pine trees in the park near my house is particularly tall and majestic, so it stands 
out from the other trees in the park. 

A. arabesque B. Lincolnesque C. statuesque 

 3. Even as a young girl, the biologist knew that her profession would involve science. 

A. distribution B. vocation C. arabesque 

 4. He had to quit work because of his failing health. 

A. declining B. depending C. deposing 

 5. I walked down the stairs. 

A. decreased B. demolished C. descended 
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1. Cite strong and thorough textual evidence to support analysis of what the text 
says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text. 

Literature 1

Explanation
When you read a work of literature, you should take note of and analyze explicit details (those 
that are directly stated and provide basic information) to determine which are significant (such as 
those that advance the plot or describe a conflict, setting, or characters). By summarizing important 
explicit details, you can get an overall sense of what the text says. 

Other story details are not stated directly and are only understood through making inferences, or 
drawing conclusions. To get an overall sense of what a text says, you must combine the significant 
explicit details you noted and the inferences you made. These details and inferences help you form 
your overall understanding and serve as support for the conclusion you have drawn.

In your analysis of a text, you should cite the most important details, or textual evidence, to 
support your conclusion. Think of the process as describing to your reader how the important 
explicit details and inferences you made support your overall understanding of what the text says. 

Examples
• Explicit details are directly stated and provide basic information. “The wind howled through 

the trees,” “The cabin door slammed,” and “Jesse shrieked in fear” are explicit details.
• When you make an inference, you draw a conclusion based on what the author tells you 

and what you already know about life. For example, suppose you read a story in which a 
girl receives a phone call and then starts grinning and shouting, “Yes! I did it!” You can infer 
that the girl has received good news about an important achievement.

• You use strong textual evidence, the most important details in the story, to support the 
conclusions you draw about a text. For example, think of describing a favorite movie to 
friend who has not seen it. You would relate the major events (the explicit details) and then 
explain why these are significant (how they add to the plot, affect the main characters, and 
so on). You would then relate the inferences you made, explaining how some details were 
not given directly, but were understood by drawing conclusions (such as how you think a 
character must feel after certain events).

Academic Vocabulary
inference conclusion reached from evidence and reasoning

textual evidence details in the text that support a conclusion

Apply the Standard
Use the worksheets that follow to help you apply the standard as you read. Several copies of each 
worksheet have been provided for you to use with a number of different selections.

• Identifying Strong Textual Evidence
• Making Inferences
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A For use with Informational Texts 1

Name Date Assignment

Identifying Strong Textual Evidence
Use this organizer to identify textual evidence that supports what an informational text explicitly 
says. In the top box, write an idea that is explicitly stated in the text. Then, complete the chart by 
citing textual evidence to support the analysis. Finally, answer the question at the bottom of the 
page.

Text Says Explicitly

Textual Evidence Textual Evidence Textual Evidence

To what extent does the textual evidence cited above provide strong, thorough support?
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Name Date Selection

For use with Literature 1A

Identifying Strong Textual Evidence
Use this organizer to identify the most important details the author provides in a story or passage.

Detail About Character, Setting, Conflict Why It Is Important

1. 

2.

3.

4.

5.
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Informational Text 1

Explanation
When you analyze an informational text, you examine it in great detail. A thorough analysis not 
only examines what the text says explicitly but also includes inferences, or conclusions you have 
drawn from the text. In your analysis of a text, you need to provide strong, thorough textual 
evidence, or details from the text, as support both for your analysis and inferences. Textual evidence 
can be quotes, facts, examples, and reasons. Be prepared to cite the textual evidence on which you 
base your inferences, as well as the exact words or details from the text that support your analysis.

Examples
• Your analysis of an informational text should first examine what the text explicitly says. For 

example, the article “Tides” explicitly states that tides are caused by the interaction of the 
Earth with the moon and the sun. In your analysis, provide textual evidence that supports 
this point, including facts about the effect of the moon and sun’s gravities on Earth’s oceans. 
Cite also details about how the changing positions of the sun, Earth, and the moon create 
a monthly cycle of tides. Citing specific textual evidence such as this gives your analysis 
credibility.

• In your analysis, you should also make inferences and cite textual evidence that supports 
them. For example, after reading the article “The Spider and the Wasp,” you might make the 
inference that the survival of the digger wasp species depends on the ability of female wasps 
to capture tarantulas. To support this inference, cite textual evidence stated in the article:

º Female digger wasps hunt tarantulas to feed their larvae.

º Digger wasp larvae eat only the captured tarantulas until they mature into adults.

These factual details provide strong, thorough support for the inference you have drawn.

Academic Vocabulary
analysis a close examination of a text, including what the text states explicitly and what is implied

inference conclusions drawn from what is explicitly stated in a text 

textual evidence details in the text, such as facts, examples, and reasons, on which an analysis is 
based

Apply the Standard
Use the worksheets that follow to help you apply the standard as you read. Several copies of each 
worksheet have been provided for you to use with different informational texts.

• Identifying Strong Textual Evidence

• Making Inferences

1. Cite strong and thorough textual evidence to support analysis of what the text 
says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text.
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1.  Write arguments to support claims in an analysis of substantive topics or texts, 
using valid reasoning and relevant and sufficient evidence.

Writing 1

Writing Workshop: Argument
When you develop an argument in writing, you present a claim, and then support your claim. 
An argument is not just your opinion on an issue. Sound arguments are supported with relevant, 
sufficient evidence. For example, a letter to the editor of your local newspaper might present a claim 
such as, “Our community does not need a new shopping center.” Evidence and valid reasoning that 
support the claim form the heart of the argument. Strong arguments are made more persuasive by the 
careful use of persuasive techniques, including appeals to logic and to emotion. Remember, though, 
emotional appeals alone will not make an unsupported, poorly-reasoned argument effective.

Assignment
Write a letter to the editor of your local newspaper about an issue of concern in your community. 
Include these elements:

 ✓ a claim that clearly states your position on the issue
 ✓ evidence, reasoning, and persuasive techniques to support your position or claim
 ✓ acknowledgement of opposing positions or claims, recognizing their 
strengths as well as pointing out their limitations
 ✓ standard business letter format and an effective and coherent organization
 ✓ use of rhetorical technique, such as phrases and clauses to convey meaning 
and add interest
 ✓ an appropriately formal style and objective tone
 ✓ correct use of language conventions

Additional Standards
Writing
1. Write arguments to 
support claims in an analysis 
of substantive topics or 
texts, using valid reasoning 
and relevant and sufficient 
evidence. 

1.a. Introduce precise 
claim(s), distinguish the 
claim(s) from alternate 
or opposing claims, and 
create an organization 
that establishes clear 
relationships among claim(s), 
counterclaims, reasons, and 
evidence.

1.b. Develop claim(s) 
and counterclaims fairly, 
supplying evidence for 
each while pointing out the 
strengths and limitations 
of both in a manner that 

anticipates the audience’s 
knowledge level and 
concerns.

1.c. Use words, phrases, 
and clauses to link the 
major sections of the 
text, create cohesion, and 
clarify the relationships 
between claim(s) and 
reasons, between reasons 
and evidence, and between 
claim(s) and counterclaims.

1.d. Establish and maintain 
a formal style and objective 
tone while attending to the 
norms and conventions of 
the discipline in which they 
are writing.

1.e. Provide a concluding 
statement or section that 
follows from and supports 
the argument presented.

4. Produce clear and 
coherent writing in 
which the development, 
organization, and style are 
appropriate to task, purpose, 
and audience. (Grade-
specific expectations for 
writing types are defined in 
standards 1–3 above.)

5. Develop and strengthen 
writing as needed by 
planning, revising, editing, 
rewriting, or trying a new 
approach, focusing on 
addressing what is most 
significant for a specific 
purpose and audience.

6. Use technology, including 
the Internet, to produce, 
publish, and update 
individual or shared writing 
products, taking advantage 

of technology’s capacity to 
link to other information 
and to display information 
flexibly and dynamically.

Language

1.b. Use various types 
of phrases (noun, verb, 
adjectival, adverbial, 
participial, prepositional, 
absolute) and clauses 
(independent, dependent; 
noun, relative, adverbial) 
to convey specific meanings 
and add variety and interest 
to writing or presentations.

2. Demonstrate command of 
the conventions of standard 
English capitalization, 
punctuation, and spelling 
when writing.

Writing Standards
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Workshop: Present a Multimedia Presentation
Multimedia presentations combine a variety of media, such as graphics, images, and music, to 
convey information to an audience. You encounter multimedia presentations daily on television 
and the Internet, as well as in school or the workplace. They can be used for selling goods and 
services, communicating goals and agendas, and informing audiences. Examples of multimedia 
presentations include slide shows, Web pages, advertisements, and documentaries.

Assignment
Write, produce, and deliver a multimedia presentation to your class on a topic that interests you. In 
your presentation, include these elements:

 ✓ integrated text, graphics, images, and sound components
 ✓ the use of a wide range of media, such as newspaper clippings, photos, audio 
recordings, and video clips
 ✓ a main idea that is supported by detailed evidence 
 ✓ a scripted and logical organization to present a focused message to a specific 
audience
 ✓ appropriate eye contact, adequate volume, and clear pronunciation
 ✓ language that is appropriate and that follows the rules of Standard English

Additional Standards

1.  Initiate and participate effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-
on-one, in groups, and teacher-led) with diverse partners on grades 9–10 topics, 
texts, and issues, building on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly and 
persuasively.*

Speaking and Listening 1

*
Speaking and Listening
1. Initiate and participate 
effectively in a range of 
collaborative discussions 
(one-on-one, in groups, and 
teacher-led) with diverse 
partners on grades 9–10 
topics, texts, and issues, 
building on others’ ideas and 
expressing their own clearly 
and persuasively.

1.a. Come to discussions 
prepared, having read and 
researched material under 
study; explicitly draw on that 
preparation by referring 
to evidence from texts 
and other research on the 
topic or issue to stimulate a 
thoughtful, well-reasoned 
exchange of ideas.

1.b. Work with peers to set 
rules for collegial discussions 
and decision-making 

(e.g., informal consensus, 
taking votes on key issues, 
presentation of alternate 
views), clear goals and 
deadlines, and individual 
roles as needed.

1.c. Propel conversations 
by posing and responding 
to questions that relate the 
current discussion to broader 
themes or larger ideas; 
actively incorporate others 
into the discussion; and 
clarify, verify, or challenge 
ideas and conclusions.

1.d. Respond thoughtfully 
to diverse perspectives, 
summarize points 
of agreement and 
disagreement, and, when 
warranted, qualify or 
justify their own views and 
understanding and make 
new connections in light of 

the evidence and reasoning 
presented.

2. Integrate multiple sources 
of information presented 
in diverse media or formats 
(e.g., visually, quantitatively, 
orally) evaluating the 
credibility and accuracy of 
each source.

4. Present information, 
findings, and supporting 
evidence clearly, concisely, 
and logically such that 
listeners can follow the 
line of reasoning and the 
organization, development, 
substance, and style are 
appropriate to purpose, 
audience, and task.

5. Make strategic use of 
digital media (e.g., textual, 
graphical, audio, visual, 
and interactive elements) 

in presentations to enhance 
understanding of findings, 
reasoning, and evidence and 
to add interest.

6. Adapt speech to a variety 
of contexts and tasks, 
demonstrating command 
of formal English when 
indicated or appropriate.

Language
6. Acquire and use 
accurately general academic 
and domain-specific words 
and phrases, sufficient 
for reading, writing, 
speaking, and listening 
at the college and career 
readiness level; demonstrate 
independence in gathering 
vocabulary knowledge when 
considering a word or phrase 
important to comprehension 
or expression.
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Supporting a Claim
Use reasoning, evidence, and persuasive techniques. Support your claim with valid 
reasoning and with relevant, sufficient evidence. In addition, use persuasive techniques such as 
appeals to logic and emotion. For example, if you oppose a new shopping center because stores in 
your community will lose business, appeal to your audience’s emotions by describing a store that 
has been part of your community for many years but might close if the new shopping center opens.

In the chart below, write the reasons you will use to support your claim. Below each reason, include:

• enough relevant evidence to back up the reason

• one or more persuasive techniques to make your reason more convincing. 

My Claim: 

Reason #1:  

Evidence: Persuasive Techniques: 

Reason #2: 

Evidence: Persuasive Techniques: 

Assignment

For use with Writing 1   

Name Date
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Explanation
Parallelism is the use of similar grammatical forms or patterns to express similar ideas. 
Writers and speakers use parallelism to connect ideas and to make them memorable.

Examples
Parallel constructions place equal ideas in words, phrases, or clauses of similar types.  
Ideas are not parallel if the grammatical structure shifts.

• Similar types of words 
Nonparallel: We went fishing, swimming, and on a hike.
(The phrase on a hike is a shift in the grammatical structure.)
Parallel: We went fishing, swimming, and hiking.

• Similar types of phrases 
Nonparallel: Helen enjoys singing in the chorus and to sing in the town choir.
(A prepositional phrase is followed by an infinitive phrase.) 
Parallel: Helen enjoys singing in the chorus and in the town choir.

 Nonparallel: They want to practice, be making progress, and playing a great concert.
(The second and third phrases create a confusing shift in grammatical structure.) 
Parallel: They want to practice, to make progress, and to play a great concert.
(Three infinitive phrases create parallelism and show equal ideas.)

• Similar types of clauses 
Nonparallel: Interesting hobbies include those that require imagination or building skills.
(An adjectival clause is followed by a participial phrase.) 
Parallel: Interesting hobbies include those that require imagination or that build skills.
(The two adjectival clauses create a parallel structure.)

Language 1a

1a.  Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar and 
usage when writing or speaking.

• Use parallel structure.
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