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Before Viewing 
Assign the activity Activate Background 
Knowledge as homework the night before or 
discuss together in class before viewing. Ask 
students what holidays they celebrate at the 
end of the year. Ask volunteers to describe how 
they celebrate, and if they receive or exchange 
gifts. Point out the title of the video and ask 
students if they have ever been to a mercado al 
aire libre or mercadillo (street fair). 

Key Vocabulary

The Vocabulario clave may be unfamiliar to 
your students. You may want to review the list 
with the class. 

Culture

In many countries in Latin America and Spain, 
the holiday season continues until January 6, 
known by Christians as the “Feast of Epiphany” 
or “Three Kings Day.” It marks the day that the 
Three Kings, also known as the Three Wise 
Men, found Jesus after traveling through the 
desert for twelve days. They brought Jesus 
three symbolic gifts: gold, frankincense, and 
myrrh. The celebration includes parades, food, 
family gatherings, and of course, gifts. 

While Viewing

Viewing Strategy: Use Visual Clues 

Discuss some common visual clues that can help 
students understand the context of what they are 
seeing, for example the types of items for sale 
or the number of people at the market. Does it 
look like a place they have seen or visited before? 
What does it have in common with what they 
have experienced? Explain that looking for these 
clues will help them have a general understanding 
of what the video is about. 

Viewing Suggestions 

Before starting the video, explain to students 
that they will probably not understand 
everything they hear but to listen for familiar 
words such as ropa, regalos, ayudar, buscan 
and the cognates complementar, momento, 
complicado. They should also look for visual 
clues to help them understand what is being 
said. Play the entire video once. Then replay the 
video and have students pay particular attention 
to the items for sale at the street market. Stop 
the video as needed for students to identify the 
items. 

Answers:
ropa, joyas, vestidos para niña, peces, juguetes 
para mascotas, juguetes para niños

Un mercado para ayudar a los Reyes Magos
Informative Report from Agencia EFE 

Summary

A reporter presents a look at the last-minute preparations for the arrival of the Tres Reyes Magos at 
the Vía Blanca, a street market in Montevideo, Uruguay. This street market runs for one kilometer, and 
more than 30,000 people and 1,800 vendors participate in this annual event.

Theme: Celebraciones familiares y días festivos

AP Theme: Las identidades personales y públicas: La identidad nacional y la identidad étnica  
¿Cómo influyen la lengua y la cultura en la identidad de una persona? 
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