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Before Viewing 

Pre-viewing Strategy 

Assign the activity Anticipar as homework 
the night before or discuss together in class 
before viewing. Invite volunteers to share their 
experiences while looking for a part-time job. 
Ask questions such as: ¿Qué hicieron para 
encontrar trabajo? ¿Dónde buscaron trabajo? 
and ¿Qué fue lo más difícil de buscar trabajo? 
Then point to the title of the video and ask 
students what they think this video will be 
about. Guide them to anticipate what type of 
tips or strategies this video will offer in the 
search for a job. 

Key Vocabulary 

The Vocabulario clave may be unfamiliar to 
your students. You may want to review the list 
with the class. 

Culture 

In Mexico, many people use the colloquial 
term chamba instead of the word trabajo. It 
is also common to use it informally as a verb, 
chambear (to work). So instead of saying Voy a 
buscar trabajo or Voy a trabajar, they would 
say Voy a buscar chamba or Voy a chambear. 
In Colombia, people often use the slang word 

camellar for trabajar, and in Spain you might 
hear currear among friends. 

While Viewing

Viewing Strategy: Identify Cognates 

Ask volunteers to mention a word in Spanish 
that is very similar in English and that has 
the same meaning. If necessary offer some 
examples, such as público/public and 
excelente/excellent. Remind students that those 
words are called cognados verdaderos in 
Spanish. 

Viewing Suggestions 

Before starting the video, explain to students 
that the text that they will see on the screen will 
help them to better grasp the ideas expressed 
in the video. Play the video once without 
pausing. In this first viewing, ask students to 
listen attentively to what is said by the speaker, 
especially each one of the steps recommended 
in the job search, such as crear un resumé, 
buscar por Internet, buscar en el periódico, 
and so on. Replay the video and ask students 
to focus this time on the written text, paying 
specific attention to the cognates on screen. 
Guide them to complete the chart with true 
cognates. 

Cómo buscar empleo
Informative Video from Contáctica 

Summary

This animated video offers a set of tips to find a job, such as creating a master resume and tailoring it to 
each potential job, using the appropriate web browser, reading the job listings in the classified section of 
newspapers, and going out to meet people to network. The video also advises the viewer to apply only 
to jobs for which you have the right skills, to keep refining your abilities while being unemployed, and to 
maintain your motivation during the whole process. 

Theme: El trabajo

AP Theme: La vida contemporánea: La educación y las carreras profesionales  
¿De qué maneras la sociedad moderna ayuda a la gente a buscar y encontrar trabajo?
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