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Authenticity in Learning: Inspired by You 

Pearson Virtual Conference 

9-12 Classroom Toolkit 

This classroom toolkit will provide strategies for Authenticity in Learning. 
Throughout the toolkit, we’ll be showing examples from the Pearson 9-12 
Programs, which you can access through our digital learning platform, Realize. 
 
To access the Pearson 9-12 Programs, log onto PearsonRealize.com and sign up for a FREE 
demo: 
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Using Primary Sources with your Students 
 
Start out by asking your students, “What is a primary source? List as many as you can!” 
Provide them with the definition of a primary source: something that provides direct or 
firsthand evidence about an event, object, person, or work of art 
 
How do we use them in the classroom? Let’s talk strategies: 
Provide background – give your students context. Primary Sources are overwhelming – break 
them down and tell them what was going on around the primary source. Set the scene for your 
students! 
 
Chunking & Chewing – break it down! Don’t give the entire primary source to your student at 
once – break it up and offer a quick check for understanding question. At Pearson we can do 
this on the Realize platform with our interactive primary sources: 

 
Click the blue + sign to pull down a check for understanding question: 
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Embedded Primary Sources – use them everywhere! Some of your books may have them, and 
you’ll want to embed them with scaffolding. In your Pearson 9-12 program, primary sources are 
embedded throughout the narrative in the print text and the Realize platform: 

 
 
  



 
 

  

  
 
 

4 

Authenticity in Learning: Inspired by You 

Pearson Virtual Conference 

9-12 Classroom Toolkit 

Document Based Questions – have the student take a stance on an issue and use sources as 
evidence in their answer. Use this example from Pearson’s US History with your students and 
have them debate between isolationists and interventionists prior to World War II: 

 
 
See, Think, Wonder - ask students to work in pairs and look at an image, ask them to answer 
the following questions: “What do you see? What does that make you think? What does it 
make you wonder?” 
 
Quick Write/ Quick Draw – give your students a small part of the primary source. Let’s model 
this with the Mayflower Compact. Give your students this portion: 

 

In the name of God, Amen. We, whose names are underwritten, the loyal subjects of 
our dread Sovereign Lord King James, by the grace of God, of Great Britain, France and 
Ireland king, defender of the faith, etc. Having undertaken, for the glory of God, and 
advancement of the Christian faith, and honor of our king and country, a voyage to plant 
the first colony in the Northern parts of Virginia… 

 
Tell your students to turn and talk: you have 1 minute to tell me what you think is going on in 
this document. Thy will likely say “there’s a lot of mentions of religion,” provide them with the 
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full Mayflower Compact. Tell your students to highlight every time they see something related 
to religion mentioned. 
 
Next, have them do a “quick draw” – tell them to draw the major themes of the Mayflower 
Compact. You’ll likely receive a lot of drawings of religions items – such as crosses – this is 
instrumental in getting them to understand that the Mayflower Compact had a heavy religious 
tone. 
 

 
APPARTS - Author, Place and time, Prior knowledge, Audience, Reasons, The main idea, 
Significance 
 
SOAPS - Subject, Occasion, Audience, Purpose, Speaker.  
 
Use a graphic organizer for APPARTS/SOAPS. Tell students do it individually or in pairs. Model it 
with your students with a short primary source, such as the Gettysburg Address. 
 

Additional Resources 
 
C3 Teachers Community - http://www.c3teachers.org/ 
Inquiries to Use in your Classroom - http://www.c3teachers.org/inquiries/ 
Pearson Blog - https://blog.pearsonschool.com/ 
 
View recordings from the 2017 Fall VCON at http://www.pearsonschool.com/vcon 
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