
CALIFORNIA  History-Social Science

Grades K-5

Inspired by you

K
-5

 P
R

O
G

R
A

M
 O

V
E

R
V

IE
W



PearsonSchool.com/CAHSSPearsonSchool.com/CAHSS

PROGRAM OVERVIEW Grades K-5
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The new myWorld Interactive for California 
encourages students from diverse  
populations to explore their world,  
expand their thinking, and engage  
with the California History-Social  
Science Standards and Framework. 

myWorld Interactive for California  
focuses on content that inspires  
active learning, makes strong  
literacy connections, and  
leverages problem-based  
learning opportunities to  
ultimately encourage  
active citizenship. 

myWorld Interactive for California  
focuses on:

•  Content Aligned to California  
Standards and Framework

• Literacy Skills Development
• Inquiry for Active Learning
• Citizenship and Civic Life

Inspire  
active learning
Active, Project-Based Learning  
creates rich inquiry experiences 
that develop skills for active  
and responsible citizenship.

Inspire  
literacy engagement
California Common Core ELA/ELD Aligned 
Lessons help students read closely, analyze 
information, and communicate academic, 
well-defended ideas.

Inspire  
your classroom
Teaching Options and  
Resources provide access and 
equity for culturally responsive 
teaching, differentiation needs, 
delivery approaches, and  
time constraints.

Inspire  
diverse perspectives
myWorld Interactive for California  
teaches students to appreciate a variety  
of perspectives, to analyze and evaluate  
them, and to develop arguments based  
on evidence to deepen their understanding  
and engage in active civic discourse.

CALIFORNIA  History-Social Science

Take a 
Tour!

Lesson  
Walkthrough

Page 20

Preparing California Students for  
College, Careers, and Civic Life
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Focus on California Standards and Civic Life 

FOCUS ON CONTENT

myWorld Interactive for California is a complete K–5 program  
that is built in partnership with California educators to inspire 
active learning and inquiry to engage every student.

Complete California Alignment
• California Content Standards
• California Framework
• C3 Framework

Take students  
on Project-Based  
Quests. These  
activities inspire  
inquiry through  
compelling questions 
related to the chapter 
content. Students  
are able to investigate,  
use evidence, and 
communicate  
their findings.

Use the lesson Jumpstart Activity 
to get students out of their seats 
and encourage active collaboration 
with classmates. 

Biographies celebrate the roles and 
contributions of many. Students are  
provided biographies to model civic 
engagement and civic virtues.

The Interactive Student 
Worktext features graphic 
organizers to support reading, 
writing, visual literacy, and 
analysis skills throughout.

Chapter and Lesson 
Openers introduce content-
specific and academic 
vocabulary and offer 
frequent opportunities 
to interact with the text 
through writing, drawing, 
highlighting, partner 
collaboration, and acting 
out a situation. 

•  California Common Core State Standards for English Language 
Arts and English Language Development
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FOCUS ON LITERACY

Literacy for Everyone  
myWorld Interactive for California focuses on Reading, Writing, 
Speaking, and Listening skills to improve students’ History-Social 
Science content knowledge and comprehension.

Embedded Word Wise 
supports provide context 
clues to help students 
learn new vocabulary. 

Leveled Readers 
develop language 
skills and content 
knowledge at 
three reading 
levels: Below Level, 
On Level, and 
Advanced.

Content Readers 
(Grades 3–5) engage 
students in high-
interest topics.

Guided Writing Instruction is aligned with the 
expectations of the California Common Core State 
Standards for English Language Arts and English 
Language Development. Numerous opportunities  
for writing include: analytical writing, opinion  
writing, informative writing, narrative writing,  
and writing a research paper. Students build their  
writing skills through practice planning, revising, 
editing, and rewriting.

myWorld Interactive for 
California highlights key 
literacy skills and helps 
teachers match skills in 
myWorld Interactive with 
similar skills in any  
reading program.

Speaking and Listening opportunities 
help students clarify points, ask 
questions, and summarize what 
they have heard, viewed, read, or 
experienced to build literacy skills.  

Analysis of Primary Source 
lessons supports vocabulary, 
close reading, and shorter 
evidence-based writing.

Academic Vocabulary and 
content vocabulary are defined 
in context, helping students 
pause and understand the text. 

Use  
During a  
Reading  
Block!

Visual  
Literacy!

Students interpret and  
analyze information from  

graphic features such  
as photos, maps,  

and charts.
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FOCUS ON INQUIRY

Engage Learning Through  
Quests and Activities
California students learn best when they tackle real-world 
problems that spark their curiosity and relate to their lives.

The Quest Kick-off, Connections, and 
Findings promote opportunities for 
students to investigate, use evidence, 
and communicate their conclusions in  
interesting ways.

Quest Features in every chapter are 
inquires into compelling questions 
related to the chapter content.

Quest Connections 
ensure students 
are connecting 
and synthesizing 
the content as they 
progress through 
the chapter. 

Quest Findings at the close of 
the chapter enable students 
to synthesize information and 
demonstrate their learning. 

Quest Rubrics  
provide a helpful  
way to measure 
student mastery. 
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FOCUS ON INQUIRY

Activate Your Classroom!
Inquiry is the foundation of the instructional shifts promoted by  
the C3 and California Framework, serving as the catalyst to student 
investigation. myWorld Interactive for California offers numerous ways 
to activate inquiry, bring History-Social Science content to life, and 
give it relevance in the real world.

Activity Guide provides extended 
activities including: games, debates, 
art projects, acting out a skit, map 
activities, social media, read alouds, 
and readers theater. Vary the 
learning experience!

Active Classroom Strategies offer 
suggestions to actively engage 
students in lesson content.

Realize digital courses include 
teaching strategies to activate the 
classroom, Quest interactivities, 
and Sing About It! and Rap About It! 
songs that support active learning 
and vocabulary development.

Act It Out!, Vote for It!,  
Three-Step Interview, and Travel 
Back in Time are examples of 
many activities that allow for 
frequent interaction of pairs  
and groups of students.
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FOCUS ON CITIZENSHIP

Preparing California Students for 
College, Careers, and Civic Life
Through the study of Social Studies, students explore and participate as 
citizens in their local, national, and digital worlds. myWorld Interactive 
for California focuses on skill development to effectively prepare students 
for their futures by building critical thinking, problem solving, and 
participatory skills to become engaged citizens.

myWorld Interactive for California features historic figures, both national and native 
Californians, who have demonstrated qualities of active citizenship. Students are 
asked to consider the same quality or personalize it by behaving with the same 
positive civic virtues.

Numerous activities 
provide opportunities 
to learn about our 
nation’s history while 
leveraging information 
on traditions, symbols, 
and people.
 

Thinking Like a Citizen Readers 
inspire inquiry by introducing students 
to the social studies disciplines 
through relevant stories about typical 
school situations.

By  
Kathy Swan 
for Grades  

K-2!
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FOCUS ON TEACHING SUPPORT

The Next Level of Differentiation 
and Assessment
In a differentiated classroom, all learners receive the support 
they need to master the California Standards. myWorld 
Interactive for California builds a strong connection between 
assessment and instruction, providing universal access for all.

Differentiated Instruction
Point-of-use strategies help support 
Special Education, Below Level, and 
Advanced learners.

ELD Support 
Find English Language Development support 
for varying proficiency levels—Emerging, 
Expanding, Bridging—in every lesson.

Lesson Check
Formative Assessment in every 
lesson helps you monitor and 
support student progress.

End-of-Chapter Assessment
Summative Assessment in both print 
and digital formats at the end of each 
chapter helps to focus instruction.

myWorld Interactive for California includes a variety of 
tools and strategies to measure what students know  
and are able to do, including:

• Selected response

• Short answer

• Essay

• Oral presentation

• Debates and speeches

• Research projects

• Performance-based tasks

• Rubrics

• and more!

History-Social 
Science Analysis 

Skills Pretest 
measures student 

readiness.
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FOCUS ON TEACHING SUPPORT

Manage Changing Classrooms 

Digital Power—Single Sign-On! 

myWorld Interactive for California helps teachers create a learning  
culture that’s nimble, personalized, and student-centered. The program 
includes all needed resources to implement the California Standards  
and Framework identified at point of use.

PearsonRealize.com is your online destination for myWorld Interactive for 
California. A single sign-on provides access to content, classroom management 
tools, and student data at the click of a button.

Access Student Data
Check students’ mastery of the California Standards.  
View progress, time spent on task, and assignments.

Work Offline 
or Online
The Realize Reader 
eText lets students 
work offline. Everything 
stays in sync when 
reconnected to  
the web.

Teach California Standards
Search by California Standards or keyword.  
It’s simple and easy to access lessons, 
assignments, and tools.

Share supported  
content from your 
Realize programs 
with your classes. 
Just click “Share with 
Google® Classroom” 
and Realize will do 
the rest for you.

Integrated OpenEd 
Search provides 
‘best of web’ 
open educational 
resources that are 
easily assigned 
through Pearson 
Realize.

myWorld Interactive 
360 Explorations is a 
virtual reality learning 
tool that lets students 
get up close to and 
interact with 360º and 
3D images.

With Google® 
Expeditions, teachers 
can lead classroom-
sized groups of 
students on virtual 
reality field trips 
without leaving the 
classroom. 

Classroom
by

Online, 
Offline, 

Anytime!
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FOCUS ON TEACHING SUPPORT

Plan Easily, Teach Effectively 
Teacher support materials provide a built-in instructional roadmap  
and contain suggestions and examples of how teachers can implement 
myWorld Interactive for California so they’re always prepared with the 
what, how, and when to effectively teach the History–Social Science 
Content Standards and Framework.

Teacher ComponentsStudent Components

Teaching Ideas, Strategies,  
and Inspiration! 
• Active Classroom Strategies 

• California ELA/ELD Standards

• California HSS Standards

• Chapter Assessments

• Chapter at a Glance

• Citizenship Lessons

• Common Misconceptions

• Complete Lesson Plans

•  Critical Thinking &  
Writing Strategies

•  Curriculum Connections:  
Literacy, Geography,  
Math, and Science

• Differentiated Instruction

• Integrated ELD Strategies

• Jumpstart Activities

• Literacy Skills Lessons

• Pacing Guides

• Primary Source Lessons

• Review Strategies

• Visual Review Strategies

• Vocabulary Strategies

• Writer’s Workshop

• Writing Activities
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Teacher Edition: Full lesson plans 
develop California history-social 
science content knowledge, 
critical thinking skills, and civic 
engagement. Instruction supports 
all California Standards.

Activity Guide: Use these activity-
based supplemental lesson 
plans and blackline masters for 
long-term inquiry projects, quick 
activities, and Readers Theater.

Interactive Leveled Reader 
Lesson Plans: Instructional 
strategies, guidance, and learning 
supports save you time preparing 
lessons for every leveled reader 
and content reader.

Student Worktext: The  
consumable student worktext 
includes standards-based social 
studies content, interactivities,  
and skills instruction.

Student Activity Mats: 
Activity-centered, double-
sided, dry erase desk  
mats provide maps,  
outline maps, timelines, 
and activities.

Leveled Readers: Three leveled 
readers on the same chapter topic 
are provided for Below Level, On 
Level, and Advanced readers  
(Grades 1-5). Kindergarten includes 
On Level and Above Level texts.

Thinking Like a Citizen Readers: 
These readers support literacy and 
encourage students to address 
issues, take constructive and 
collaborative action, and become 
responsible citizens (Grades K-2).

Content Readers: Add an extra On 
Level content reader, one per chapter, 
on a high-interest topic (Grades 3-5).

Interactive  
Leveled Reader 
Lesson Plans  
K-5



LESSON WALKTHROUGH Grade 2 Student Edition

20 21PearsonSchool.com/CAHSSPearsonSchool.com/CAHSS

Inspire Inquiry
The Chapter Opener initiates student inquiry with a compelling question  
and engaging activities to support the content they are learning.

The Big Question  
sparks student curiosity 
and sets up the chapter’s 
inquiry experience.

Activate student learning 
with a fun and engaging 
Jumpstart Activity.

            Embedded California   
Standards and the 
California Framework 
communicate learning 
objectives to students  
and parents.

Shift to Digital Resources 
to boost motivation and 
extend learning.

The Sing About It! 
feature uses catchy 
tunes to introduce 
important chapter 
vocabulary in context.

Go Online Anytime! 
Use a whiteboard or 
projector for fun whole-
group activities.

Sample a Student LessonWelcome!
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Take Students on a Quest
The Quest provides a chapter-level inquiry project to connect 
new ideas and experiences. 

The Quest Kick Off 
challenges students 
with a project that 
requires problem 
solving, investigation, 
and social skills.

3 Types of Quest Inquiry Experiences
•  Project-Based Learning Inquiry
• Document-Based Inquiry
• Civic Discussion Inquiry

Preview Steps help students 
approach the Quest in 
manageable chunks. Look 
for Quest Connections in the 
chapter to further learning.

Quest Findings provide 
students with a rubric to 
use as a guide while they 
complete their performance 
learning task. 

           The Quest integrates  
 California ELA/ELD  
Standards, giving students  
a chance to practice important  
literacy skills.

Look for  
Active Classroom 

Strategies  
in the Teacher 

EditionSupport  
Speaking  

and Listening 
Skills
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Foster Critical Thinking
Inquiry fuels Critical Thinking. Students develop the capacity  
to analyze, evaluate, and work with others.

Each chapter targets 
a foundational  
Critical Thinking Skill. 
A real-life context 
reflects students’  
own experiences.

Citizenship 
in Action  

Requires Critical  
Thinking

Inquiry-Based  
Critical Thinkers . . . 

• Ask questions 

• Examine sources

• Listen to other views

• Use evidence

• Draw inferences

• Analyze information

• Weigh all the evidence

• Develop supported claims

Your Turn! Activities develop 
thoughtful, engaged citizens. 
Students apply inquiry-based 
critical thinking skills to 
demonstrate their learning.

Visuals and Graphic 
Organizers help students 
interact with the content  
and internalize learning.

Critical Thinking and Writing 
Activities engage students 
in analyzing information and 
demonstrating understanding 
through writing. 

           Teach California  
 Standards

• Literacy Skills

• Critical Thinking Skills

• Analysis Skills

• Map and Graph Skills
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Integrate Content & Literacy
Each lesson scaffolds complex text. Literacy and Vocabulary 
Support improve History-Social Science content knowledge  
and skills.

Begin each lesson  
with an engaging 
Jumpstart Activity to  
encourage students to 
get out of their seats 
and collaborate.

Highlighted Vocabulary 
identifies important 
words that are defined in 
context to help students 
access content.

Clearly identified 
Vocabulary Terms 
remind students to focus 
on essential words. 

Support  
English  

Language 
Development

Word Wise Activities  
develop students’ word 
acumen to help build 
understanding of how 
words work.

Reading Checks 
encourage students  
to interact with the  
write-in text and apply 
critical thinking skills  
to support their claims 
with evidence.

Strong Literacy Support 
includes chunking text 
into smaller sections to 
improve comprehension.
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Monitor Student Progress
Formative Assessments encourage student growth and provide 
teacher feedback.

The Reading Check 
focuses on student 
comprehension, including 
the ability to read and 
understand visuals.

The Lesson Check monitors 
student mastery of reading 
skills and History-Social 
Science content.

Checkpoints help determine 
progress toward the chapter-
level Quest project.

Academic Vocabulary  
is defined at the point of  
use. Multiple encounters 
improve retention.

Quest Connections 
throughout the lesson  
further the chapter-level 
inquiry process.

Look for  
Active Classroom 

Strategies  
in the Teacher 

Edition

Online Interactivities 
engage students, support 
class instruction, and 
provide assessment  
in context.
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Build Literacy Skills 
Students practice Literacy Skills as they engage with content  
to meet the California History-Social Science Standards  
and Framework.

Literacy Skills Lessons  
support students’ 
reading comprehension. 
Students learn how to 
read a text closely and 
evaluate its content. 

Models show students 
how the task is 
accomplished for self-
directed learning.

Reinforce Comprehension 
Skills for California CCSS  
ELA/ELD.

• Main Idea and Details 
• Sequence
• Summarize/Retell
•  Using Primary and 

Secondary Sources
• Cause and Effect
• Compare and Contrast
• Distinguish Fact from Fiction
• And More!

Your Turn! lets students 
apply the literacy skill to 
a new task and provides 
writing practice. Students 
learn to draw evidence  
from the text.

Multiple opportunities 
develop students’ Writing 
Skills related to history-social 
science content.

Purposeful 
Visuals Support 

English Language 
Development
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Use Primary Sources 
Primary and Secondary Sources give students practice  
understanding photos, documents, objects, and personal  
accounts. An explicit two-page lesson occurs in every chapter.

Engage students with  
text and visual Primary 
Sources that promote  
deeper understanding and 
require critical thinking skills.

Primary Sources provide 
students with supported 
opportunities to analyze 
sources and draw conclusions 
from evidence. Students 
practice analysis skills  
as called for in the  
California Framework.

Engage with activity-centered, 
double-sided, dry-erase  
Desk Mats that include maps, 
timelines, and activities to 
reinforce learning.

Write answers, draw 
diagrams, highlight phrases! 
The Write-In Student 
Worktext inspires interactivity 
and personalization.

Wrap It Up allows students 
to construct knowledge and 
synthesize information from 
the primary source.

Support 
Visual Literacy 

Instruction
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Inspire Learning Success 
Lessons encourage active citizenship using biographies to celebrate the roles and 
contributions of many. They provide students with a biographical resource while 
also modeling civic engagement and civic virtues. The Chapter Assessment provides 
thoughtful practice to guide instruction and improve student learning. 

Students read about 
the diverse people who 
made history and reflect 
on important Citizenship 
qualities, such as respect.

• Determination 
• Problem Solving
• Patriotism
•  Respect for the Rights  

of Others
• Honesty 
• Courage
• And More!

California Standards 
inform all assessment 
questions to focus on 
purposeful, deeper 
learning. 

Assessments build on 
students’ understanding  
of key vocabulary, ideas,  
and literacy skills that lead  
to writing.

The Citizenship Feature 
encourages students to apply 
their History-Social Science 
learning to their personal 
lives to make real world 
connections. 

Critical Thinking and 
Writing requires students 
to analyze information and 
explain through writing.

Chapter-level inquiry 
activities culminate with 
Quest Findings. Students 
synthesize ideas and 
demonstrate their learning.

Promote  
Civic Virtues  

in Every  
Chapter
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Citizenship in Action
Thousands of visitors come to the Merced 

River every year to go rafting, hiking, and 

ice-skating. The river was always fun for the 

visitors, but people wanted to protect the 

river, too. It was hard to find a way. Leaders 

gathered ideas from experts and from people 

all over California. Finally, leaders put out 

a plan. It tried to balance the needs of the 

visitors with the need to protect the river for  

the future. 

Your Turn!
Think of a nature area near where you live. 

What could you do to help protect it for the 

future? How could you get your friends to  

help you?

Citizenship  
in Action
encourages 

students to learn 
about their world 
and their place 

in it.


