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Each topic inquiry includes a downloadable rubric for your students to use 
throughout the assignment.

Inquiry Projects in Pearson High School Social Studies
Inquiry projects are available for each topic on the Pearson Realize™ digital platform. Each 
project is connected directly to the topic subject. Engage students with three different topic 
inquiry projects: Civic Discussion, Document-Based Question, and Project-Based Learning.  
Each includes rubrics, videos, graphic organizers, and more!

Projects with a Purpose

CRITERIA EXCELLENT ACCEPTABLE MINIMAL UNACCEPTABLE

Purpose The purpose of the 
website is clear 
and reflects the 
assignment.

The purpose of the 
website is mostly 
clear and reflects the 
assignment.

The purpose of the 
website it unclear or 
partly off topic.

The purpose of the 
website is unclear or 
off topic.

Content The content  
is accurate, 
appropriate, 
interesting, and 
clearly presented. 
The pages link  
to accurate and  
useful information 
and include strong 
audio, video, visuals, 
and written primary 
sources. The 
evidence presented 
strongly supports 
the website’s 
conclusions.

The content is 
accurate, easy to 
understand, and 
relevant to the topic. 
There is more than 
one page of good 
information. The 
pages include one or 
more links to useful 
sources and include 
some audio, video, 
visuals, and written 
primary sources. 
The website has 
conclusions that are 
supported by the 
evidence.

Some of the content 
is related to the topic, 
but other content 
is not related, 
Some, but not all, 
of the information is 
accurate. The site 
contains or links to 
at least one relevant 
primary source 
but lacks audio or 
video. The website 
draws only obvious 
conclusions or some 
conclusions that are 
not supported by the 
evidence.

The content does not 
meet the assignment 
criteria. Information 
is inaccurate or 
unrelated to the  
topic. Web pages are 
missing useful links 
or copies of relevant 
primary sources. The 
website fails to draw 
conclusions or draws 
conclusions that are 
not supported by the 
evidence.

Writing There are few, if any, 
spelling or grammar 
errors.

There are only  minor 
spelling or grammar 
errors.

There are serious 
spelling or grammar 
errors.

Spelling and grammar 
errors make writing 
difficult to understand.



Multiple worksheets, such as information organizers, project contracts, and project 
trackers are available for each topic inquiry assignment on the Realize platform.

For document-based questions and civic discussions, you will find downloadable  
and printable sources to use with your students.

Projects with a Purpose
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Pearson has partnered with the Constitutional Rights Foundation, 
a nonprofit, nonpartisan organized focused on teaching students the 
importance of civic participation. Civic Action Projects (or CAPs) are 
semester-long projects found in Economics and Magruder’s
American Government on Pearson Realize™.

Join the Conversation 
@PearsonPreK12:

Get Fresh Ideas for Teaching: 
 Blog.PearsonSchool.com
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