
PLANNING

Small-Group learninG 
performance TaSk

Does forgiveness first 
require an apology?

uniT performance-BaSed 
aSSeSSmenT

Can justice and 
forgiveness go hand 
in hand?

eSSenTial QueSTion:

What motivates us to 
forgive?

Summary
In this speech, Desmond Tutu talks about how South Africa 
succeeded after the end of apartheid. Many people thought the 
country would fall into violence. But instead, the country peacefully 
transitioned to democracy. Nelson Mandela became president, and 
people from both sides of the racial divide and from all levels of 
society worked toward forgiveness and reconciliation. In his speech, 
Tutu points out the direction South Africa might have taken, given 
what has happened in other countries throughout history. As he 
points out the successful transition in post-apartheid South Africa, 
he recognizes the importance of human interdependence: that we 
are people through other people. 

 audio SummarieS 
Audio summaries of “Let South 
Africa Show The World How To 
Forgive” are available online in 
both English and Spanish in the 
Interactive Teacher’s Edition or 
Unit Resources. Assigning these 
summaries prior to reading the 
selection may help students 
build additional background 
knowledge and set a context for 
their first read.

Let South Africa Show the World 
How to Forgive

SMALL-GROUP LEARNING • LET SOUTH AFRICA SHOW THE WORLD HOW TO FORGIVE

connection to essential Question 
“Let South Africa Show the World How to Forgive” connects to the 
essential question in its focus on the importance of forgiveness and 
reconciliation from all sides of a problem.

connection to performance Tasks
Small-Group Learning Performance Task In this Performance Task, 
students will develop a talk show that addresses the essential question. 
This speech by Desmond Tutu provides students with an example of 
how a nation worked toward forgiveness and reconciliation as it moved 
beyond its segregated past.

Unit Performance-Based Assessment Tutu argues that forgiveness and 
restorative justice work well together because we as people are all 
interconnected.

insight
This selection shows that forgiveness can happen on a society-wide 
level, not just an individual level. Tutu gives hope for resolving other 
difficult social problems in the world.
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DIGITAL 
PERSPECTIVES Audio Video Document Annotation  

Highlights
EL 

Highlights
Online 

Assessment

LESSON RESOURCES

Making Meaning Language Development Effective Expression

Lesson First Read

Close Read

Analyze the Text

Analyze Craft Structure

Concept Vocabulary

Word Study

Conventions

Research

Instructional
Standards 

Available online in the 
Interactive Student 
Edition or Unit Resources

 Selection Audio

 First-Read Guide: Nonfiction

 Close-Read Guide: Nonfiction

 Word Network  Evidence Log

Selection Resources
Available online in the 
Interactive Teacher’s 
Edition or Unit Resources

 Audio Summaries

 Annotation Highlights

 EL Highlights

  Let South Africa Show the World: 
Text Questions

  Analyze Craft and Structure: 
Persuasive Techniques

  Concept Vocabulary and 
Word Study

 Conventions: Types of Clauses

  Research: Multimedia Presentation

Reteach and Practice
Available online in the 
Interactive Teacher’s 
Edition or Unit Resources

  Analyze Craft and Structure: 
Persuasive Techniques (RP)

  Word Study: Greek Root Word: 
kratos (RP)

 Conventions: Types of Clauses (RP)

  Research: Multimedia 
Presentation (RP)

Assessment
Available online in 
Assessments

  Selection Test

My Resources  A Unit 5 Answer Key is available online and in the Interactive Teacher’s Edition.

 TEACHER RESOURCES

 STUDENT RESOURCES

RI.10 By the end of grade 10, 
read and comprehend literary 
nonfiction . . .

L.4.b Identify and correctly use 
patterns of word changes . . .

RI.2 Determine a central idea 
of a text . . .

L.4.b Identify and correctly use 
patterns of word changes . . .

L.4.c Consult general and specialized 
reference materials . . .

L.1 Demonstrate command of the 
conventions . . .

L.1.b Use various types of phrases 
and clauses . . .

W.6 Use technology, including the  
Internet . . .

W.7 Conduct short as well as more 
sustained research projects . . .
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TEACH

DECIDE AND PLAN

PERSONALIZE FOR LEARNING

Read and Respond
Have the groups read the selection and complete the Making Meaning and Language Development 
activities.

English Language Support
Provide English Learners with support for 
Knowledge Demands and Language as they 
read the selection. 

Knowledge Demands Make sure students 
understand the background of apartheid in 
South Africa. Have them reread the author’s 
biography and highlight passages that need 
clarification. Discuss in small groups.

Language Make sure students understand 
the words retribution, reprisal, and 
forgiveness. How do these words connect?

Strategic Support
Provide students with strategic support 
to ensure that they can successfully read 
the text.

Meaning Have students reread 
paragraph 14. Ask students to rewrite 
the paragraph in their own words to 
demonstrate understanding.

Knowledge Demands If students are in 
need of additional background on South 
Africa and apartheid have them research 
Nelson Mandela and share findings with a 
partner.

Challenge
Provide students who need to be challenged 
with ideas for how they can go beyond a 
simple interpretation of the text.

Text Analysis The selection mentions 
several other countries which have had 
political strife. In small groups, pick one of 
the countries mentioned and research the 
history. Share you findings with the group.

Written Response This essay was written 
in 2000. Ask students to research and write 
a short essay about the current political 
climate in South Africa or another country.

Text Complexity Rubric: Let South Africa Show the World How to Forgive

Quantitative Measures

Lexile 1100 Text Length 1,370 words

Qualitative Measures

Knowledge Demands

1 2 3 4 5

Students may have little prior knowledge of apartheid and South Africa. The selection, author’s bio, and 
background provide explanations and clues to meaning.

Structure

1 4 532

Straightforward narrative structure.

Language Conventionality and Clarity

1 4 532

Vocabulary, syntax, and sentence structure are grade-level appropriate.

Levels of Meaning/Purpose

1 4 532

The purpose is straightforward and easily grasped. The end of apartheid and its aftermath in South 
Africa is an accessible concept.

Reading Support

SMALL-GROUP LEARNING • LET SOUTH AFRICA SHOW THE WORLD 
HOW TO FORGIVE
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DECIDE AND PLAN

•	 If	students	have	performed	poorly	on	items	matching	these	standards,	then	provide	selection	
scaffolds	before	assigning	them	the	on-level	lesson	provided	in	the	Student	Edition.

•	 If	students	have	done	well	on	the	Beginning-of-Year	Assessment,	then	challenge	them	to	
keep	progressing	and	learning	by	giving	them	opportunities	to	practice	the	skills	in	depth.

•	 Use	the	Selection	Resources	listed	on	the	Planning	pages	for	“Let	South	Africa	Show	the	
World	How	to	Forgive”	to	help	students	continually	improve	their	ability	to	master	the	
standards.

Instructional Standards: Let South Africa Show the World How to Forgive

Catching Up This Year Looking Forward

Reading You	may	wish	to	administer	the	
Analyze Craft and Structure: 
Persuasive Techniques (RP)	
worksheet	to	help	students	
better	understand	anecdotes.

Have	students	discuss	situations	
in	which	the	anecdote	
technique	is	not	effective.

Writing You	may	wish	to	administer	
the	Research: Multimedia 
Presentation (RP)	worksheet	
to	help	students	prepare	for	
their	presentations.

Challenge	students	to	
incorporate	quotes	and	ideas	
from	other	texts	in	this	unit.

Language Review	the	Word Study: 
Greek Root Word: kratos 
(RP)	worksheet	with	students	
to	better	familiarize	them	with	
the	suffixes.	

Review	the	Conventions: 
Types of Clauses (RP)	
worksheet	with	students	to	
better	familiarize	them	with	
types	of	clauses.

Have	students	locate	other	
words	in	the	text	with	Greek	or	
Latin	suffixes	they	recognize.	

Have	students	identify	relative	
clauses	within	other	works	they	
have	read.

TEACH

Implement	the	planned	lesson,	
and	gather	evidence	of	student	
learning.

ANALYZE AND REVISE

•	 Analyze	student	work	for	
evidence	of	student	learning.

•	 Identify	whether	or	not	
students	have	met	the	
expectations	in	the	standards.

•	 Identify	implications	for	future	
instruction.

IDENTIFY NEEDS

Analyze	results	of	the	Beginning-
of-Year	Assessment,	focusing	on	
the	items	relating	to	Unit	5.	Also	
take	into	consideration	student	
performance	to	this	point	and	
your	observations	of	where	
particular	students	struggle.

Standards Support Through Teaching and Learning Cycle

RI.2	 Determine	a	central	
idea	of	a	text	and	analyze	its	
development	over	the	course	
of	the	text,	including	how	it	
emerges	and	is	shaped	and	
refined	by	specific	details;	
provide	an	objective	summary	
of	the	text.

W.6 Use	technology,	
including	the	Internet,	to	
produce,	publish,	and	update	
individual	or	shared	writing	
products,	taking	advantage	of	
technology’s	capacity	to	link	
to	other	information	and	to	
display	information	flexibly	and	
dynamically.

L.4.b	 Identify	and	correctly	use	
patterns	of	word	changes	that	
indicate	different	meanings	or	
parts	of	speech.

L.1.b	 Use	various	types	of	
phrases	and	clauses	to	convey	
specific	meanings	and	add	
variety	and	interest	to	writing	
or	presentations.

Small-Group Learning 634D
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MAKING MEANING

NOTICE the general ideas of 
the text. What is it about? 
Who is involved?

CONNECT ideas within 
the selections to what you 
already know and what you 
have already read.

ANNOTATE by marking 
vocabulary and key passages 
you want to revisit.

RESPOND by completing 
the Comprehension Check and 
by writing a brief summary of 
the selection.

Let South Africa Show  
the World How to Forgive
Concept Vocabulary 
As you perform your first read of the speech, you will encounter these words.

democratic   interdependence   communal

Familiar Word Parts When determining the meaning of an unfamiliar 
word, look for word parts, such as roots, prefixes, and suffixes, that you 
know. Doing so may help you unlock word meanings.

Familiar Prefix: The prefix inter- appears at the beginning of such 
words as intertwine, interfere, and interruption. It means “between.” 
So the word interaction means “action taking place between people.”

Familiar Suffix: The suffix -al appears at the end of words such as 
national and regional. It means “of,” “like,” “related to,” or “pertaining 
to.” So the word autumnal means “pertaining to autumn.”

Apply your knowledge of familiar word parts and other vocabulary strategies 
to determine the meanings of unfamiliar words you encounter during your 
first read.

First Read NONFICTION
Apply these strategies as you conduct your first read. You will have an 
opportunity to complete a close read after your first read.

About the Author

Desmond Tutu (b. 1931) 
was born under the 
apartheid system in South 
Africa that assigned blacks 
to a second-class status 
with limited rights and 
economic opportunity. Tutu 
gradually worked his way 
up through the hierarchy 
of the Anglican Church to 
become Archbishop of Cape 
Town. From this position, 
he applied pressure on the 
South African government to 
end apartheid. For his efforts, 
which eventually helped end 
apartheid in South Africa, 
Tutu was awarded the 1984 
Nobel Peace Prize. In 1995, 
he was appointed chair of 
South Africa’s Truth and 
Reconciliation Commission, 
which investigated human 
rights violations during 
the apartheid era. From 
2007–2013, Archbishop 
Tutu was the founding chair 
of The Elders, a group of 
independent global leaders 
working together for peace 
and human rights.

 STANDARDS
Reading Informational Text
By the end of grade 10, read and 
comprehend literary nonfiction at 
the high end of the grades 9–10 text 
complexity band independently and 
proficiently.

Language
Identify and correctly use patterns of 
word changes that indicate different 
meanings or parts of speech.
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FACILITATING

CLOSE READ: Speech Have groups discuss 
whether or not Desmond Tutu’s speech is 
persuasive. What is he trying to convey with 
his words? Ask students why he gave this 
speech and what he hoped to gain from giving 

it. Who were the people he most wished 
would understand his message, and why was 
it so important that they listen? Have students 
consider the last paragraph of the selection in 
relation to Tutu’s message. 

FACILITATING SMALL-GROUP CLOSE REAdING

Jump Start
First read Suggest that students think about 
the concept of forgiveness. Discuss with the 
class what factors might make it difficult, or 
easy, to forgive.

Let South Africa Show the 
World How to Forgive   
Is forgiveness easy? Why or why not? How 
does revenge and vengeance relate to injustice? 
Modeling the questions a reader might ask as 
they read “Let South Africa Show the World How 
to Forgive” for the first time brings the text alive 
for students and connects it to the Small-Group 
Performance Task assignment. Selection audio 
and print capability for the selection are available 
in the Interactive Teacher’s Edition.

Concept Vocabulary
Instruct groups to focus on suffixes and prefixes 
in the vocabulary words. Ask what other words 
they know that have those suffixes and prefixes? 
How do the affixes contribute to the meaning 
of the words? Prompt students to discuss the 
importance of the relationships between words.

First read

As they read, students should perform the steps 
of the first read:

NOTICE: You may want to encourage students to 
notice people or events that relate to Desmond 
Tutu’s ideas about forgiveness.

ANNOTATE: Suggest students mark passages 
that include allusions or social commentary.

CONNECT: Students may think of stories they 
have read or TV shows they have seen in which 
one character forgives another 

RESPOND: Students will answer questions and 
write a summary to demonstrate understanding.

Point out to students that while they will 
always complete the Respond step at the end 
of the first read, the other steps will probably 
happen somewhat concurrently. You may wish to 
print copies of the First-Read Guide: Nonfiction 
for students to use. 
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Name: Date:

First-Read Guide

Use this page to record your first-read ideas.

Selection Title: 

N
OT

ICE
ANNOTATE

R E S
P O
N
DC

O
N

NEC T

First 
Read

N
OT

ICE

C
O
N

NECT

ANNOTATE

R E S
PO

N
D

NOTICE new information or ideas you 
learned about the unit topic as you first 
read this text.

CONNECT ideas within the selection to 
other knowledge and other selections 
you have read.

ANNOTATE by marking vocabulary and 
key passages you want to revisit.

RESPOND by writing a brief summary of 
the selection.

 STANDARD  Anchor Reading Standard 10 Read and comprehend complex literary and 
informational texts independently and proficiently.
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Let South Africa Show the World How to Forgive 
Desmond Tutu 

DIRECTIONS: Respond to these questions. Use textual evidence to support your 

responses. 

 1. (a) Identify Causes On April 27, 1994 what was the event that caused long lines of 

South Africans of all races to form as they went to their polling booths?  

(b) Identify Effects What effect did Nelson Mandela’s inauguration have on many 

South Africans in the weeks after the election? 

      

 

 

 2. (a) Analyze In paragraph 5, why do you think Desmond Tutu says, “South Africa 

was a prime site for a miracle”? (b) Infer Why do you think South Africa offered 

amnesty to the people who admitted to committing the “gruesome atrocities” rather 

than prosecuting them for their crimes? 

      

 

 

 3. (a) Interpret In what way is Nelson Mandela’s behavior toward those who 

imprisoned him different from what many people expected? (b) Hypothesize In 

paragraph 8, why do you think Mrs. Savage wished to ask her attacker for 

forgiveness after he badly injured her with a hand grenade? 

      

 

 

 4. (a) Evaluate Why do the examples of Nuremberg and Chile demonstrate?  

(b) Clarify In paragraph 18, what does Tutu mean by the statement “Nowhere in 

the world can people ever again claim that their problems are intractable?  

(c) Synthesize According to Tutu, why is South Africa’s elections successful? 
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FIRST READ EXTENSION QUESTIONS 
Let South Africa Show the World How to Forgive 
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Let South Africa Show the World How to Forgive 
Desmond Tutu 
 

  

DIRECTIONS: Complete the following items after you have read the text. 

____________________________________________________________________________ 
RI.9-10.4 Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, including 
figurative, connotative, and technical meanings; analyze the cumulative impact of specific word 
choices on meaning and tone. 
 

1. (a) Determine the meaning of words as they are used in a text, including 

connotative meanings. 

In paragraph 4 of his speech, Tutu states, “Instead of revenge and retribution, this 

new nation chose to tread the difficult path of confession, forgiveness, and 

reconciliation.” Based on context, what do you think the word retribution means? 

What sort of connotation is attached to the word retribution as it is used in the 

sentence? 
 

       

 

(b) Analyze the cumulative impact of specific word choices on tone. 

Reread paragraph 8. What tone is created in the last two sentences of the 

paragraph, in which Tutu describes Mrs. Savage’s hope? Explain how specific 

words help to create the tone you have identified. 

 
       

 
 

____________________________________________________________________________ 
RI.9-10.5 Analyze in detail how an author’s ideas or claims are developed and refined by 
particular sentences, paragraphs, or larger portions of a text. 
 

2. Analyze in detail how an author’s ideas are developed by particular 

paragraphs. 

Read paragraphs 15–17. Explain how the idea that human beings are 

fundamentally good is developed in these paragraphs. Cite text evidence to 

support your response. 
 

       

 



FIRST READ EXTENSION QUESTIONS 
Let South Africa Show the World How to Forgive 
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_____________________________________________________________________________ 
RI.9-10.8 Delineate and evaluate the argument and specific claims in a text, assessing whether 
the reasoning is valid and the evidence is relevant and sufficient; identify false statements and 
fallacious reasoning. 

 

3. Evaluate the specific claims in a text, assessing whether the reasoning is valid 

and the evidence is relevant and sufficient. 

In paragraph 13, Tutu states that “resentment, anger, revenge” eat away a 

community’s peace. Reread paragraphs 13–14. In a brief paragraph, explain 

whether Tutu’s reasoning seems valid, or logical, and whether the evidence he 

presents is relevant (directly related to the subject) and sufficient (enough to 

support his argument). 

 
       

 

  Persuasive Techniques  

DIRECTIONS: Complete the following activity as either a written response or a group 

discussion. 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

RI.9-10.2 Determine a central idea of a text and analyze its development over the course of the 
text, including how it emerges and is shaped and refined by specific details; provide an objective 
summary of the text. 
 

4. Provide an objective summary of “Let South Africa Show the World How to 

Forgive.” Then, describe how Tutu uses anecdotes as a persuasive technique to 

develop the central idea of his speech. 

Use these guidelines in your writing or discussion.  

• Provide an objective summary of the speech that includes the key ideas and 

details. Do not include personal opinions or judgments. 

• Identify the central idea of the speech. 

• Identify anecdotes that Tutu uses to develop the central idea of the speech, and 

explain how they are used. Cite specific details from the text in your response. 

• Analyze how successful Tutu is in using anecdotes as a persuasive technique. 

Consider whether or not the anecdotes help convince you to agree with his 

viewpoint and why they are or are not effective. 

 
TIP FOR WRITTEN RESPONSE 

Choose meaningful details from the text that clearly support your ideas. 

TIP FOR DISCUSSION 

Be sure that everyone has an equal amount of time to speak during the discussion. 
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Let South Africa Show the World How to Forgive 
Desmond Tutu 

WORD LIST 

democratic          interdependence           communal 

 A. DIRECTIONS: In each of the following items, think about the meaning of the 

italicized word or phrase, and then answer the question. 

 1. Julio’s school has a student government. If the school follows democratic 

principles, would they have an election for president of the student body? 

Explain. 

         

 2. Rashid lives and goes to school in Europe. Joaquin lives and works in South 

America. From these facts, would you say that there is a high level of 

interdependence between them? Explain. 

         

 3. Several roommates share a kitchen. They each contribute food necessary for 

their meals, and they take turns using that food to prepare dinner for everyone. 

Would you say that their kitchen is a communal kitchen? Explain. 

         

 

 B. WORD STUDY: The Greek root word kratos means “rule” or “power.” In English, 

words ending in -cracy or -cractic typically describe forms of government. 

Therefore, the word aristocracy means “government ruled by aristocrats.” Find 

three additional words that contain the root word kratos and use each in a sentence. 

 1.        

 2.        

 3.        
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 PERSUASIVE TECHNIQUES 

Let South Africa Show the World How to Forgive 
Desmond Tutu 

An anecdote is a short, interesting story about a real event. Persuasive writers 

typically use anecdotes to explain a concept, provide a concrete example of an 

abstract idea, or engage audiences by appealing to their emotions. Effective 

anecdotes help persuade the audience to think, feel, or act in a certain way. 

DIRECTIONS: Reread paragraph 13. Then, respond to the items below. 

  1. What is the main point Tutu makes in paragraph 13? 

      

   2. Summarize the anecdote Tutu includes in paragraph 13. 

      

  3. What point does the anecdote make? What does it make you think or feel? 

      

  4. In your opinion, did Tutu include this anecdote to explain a concept, give a 

concrete illustration of an abstract idea, or appeal to listeners’ emotions? Explain. 

      

  5. Is this anecdote effective in supporting the main point of the paragraph? Explain. 
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 MULTIMEDIA PRESENTATION 

Let South Africa Show the World How to Forgive 
Desmond Tutu 

Multimedia presentations use text, images, audio, and visuals to tell a story. 

They rely on relevant information, vivid pictures, and high quality audio and 

video clips. In this project, you will also include quotations and examples from 

Desmond Tutu’s speech to help you make and illustrate your points. Be sure to 

give full credit to all the sources of material that you research and incorporate into 

your multimedia presentation.  

Start by choosing one of the three assignments based on “Let South Africa Show 

the World How to Forgive”: an informational slideshow, an illustrated 

timeline, or a website. Then decide how to arrange your information to make 

your multimedia presentation interesting, logical, and appropriate for your 

audience. 

DIRECTIONS: To help you organize your thoughts before you begin to assemble materials 

for your multimedia presentation, answer the questions below. 

 1. Which of the three assignments will you and your group complete? Explain the 

reason for your choice. 

      

 

 

 2. What specific information will you need to research and then include in your 

presentation? 

      

 

 3. What research tasks will your group need to complete? List each task, what it 

entails, and who will be responsible. 

      

 

 4. What media resources will you use for your presentation? List the main types 

of media you plan to use and where you will find them. 
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