
	

	

 
 
 
 
Antonio López de Santa Anna (1794–1876) 
 
Antonio López de Santa Anna was born in 1794 to a middle-class family in Vera Cruz, 
Mexico. He was one of the most active and colorful figures in Mexican history. Santa Anna 
was Mexico’s president numerous times and played an important role for Mexico during 
the Texas Revolution. 
 
When Santa Anna was growing up, Mexico was controlled by Spain. Santa Anna joined 
the army in 1810. He fought the Mexican rebels seeking independence. In 1821, however, 
he switched his loyalty. He began to lead the rebels in their fight against the Spanish.  
 
After the Mexican Revolution, Santa Anna was the military governor of Yucatán. He then 
became the governor of Vera Cruz. In 1829, he successfully defended Tampico against a 
Spanish attack and became a national hero.  
 
In 1833, Santa Anna was elected president of Mexico. He began to centralize his power. 
He fought his own people whenever they resisted his authority. Some of those people 
were Texans. 
 
In 1836, Santa Anna led an army into Texas and defeated the Texans at the Alamo. Santa 
Anna decided to find and defeat more rebels, so he led his army to San Jacinto. There, 
the Mexican army was defeated in a decisive battle, and Santa Anna was captured. He 
signed two peace treaties with the Texas president. Neither went into effect, however. 
 
 



 
	

	

Santa Anna later returned to Mexico. In 1838, he joined a fight against the French. He lost 
a leg in that fight but regained his popularity. He became acting president and then 
dictator. In 1845, he was overthrown and forced into exile in Cuba. 
 
Santa Anna returned from Cuba in 1846. He led the fight against a U.S. invasion of his 
country, but the Americans won the battle. In 1848, he was exiled again, but he returned 
in 1853. He was named president once more, but he was overthrown again in 1855 and 
fled into exile. 
 
For the next 11 years, Santa Anna tried unsuccessfully to return to Mexico, but was 
unable to regain his power. For many years afterwards, Santa Anna lived in exile in Cuba, 
the Dominican Republic, and Nassau in the Bahamas. Finally, he was allowed to return to 
Mexico. Santa Anna lived the rest of his life in Mexico City and died there in 1876. 
 
Explain What role did Santa Anna play during the Texas Revolution? 
 
 


