
	

	

 
 
 
 
Bernardo de Gálvez (1746–1786) 
 
In his short life, Bernardo de Gálvez accomplished great things. He was a skillful military 
leader for Spain and helped to bring victory to a new nation during the American 
Revolution. He was also a compassionate leader, helping those in need.  
 
Bernardo de Gálvez was born in the Malaga province of Spain to Matías and Josepha 
Madrid y Gallardo de Gálvez. He entered the military and was promoted through the 
ranks. Later, he joined his uncle, a military leader, in New Spain. In 1769, Gálvez led 
forces in the northern part of New Spain against the Apache to protect the economy of the 
region. He eventually was sent to Louisiana in 1776 to lead the Louisiana Regiment, and 
he became Spanish governor of Louisiana. 
 
At this point in his career, Gálvez’s story becomes part of the story of the American 
Revolution. At the request of American colonial leaders, he was responsible for keeping 
the British out of the port of New Orleans. As a result of his help, American troops were 
able to use the Mississippi River to gain access to much-needed supplies. Then, in 1779, 
the king of Spain declared war on the British, and Gálvez pulled together an army to fight 
them. Gálvez had many great victories against the British before defeating them in 
Pensacola, Florida, and capturing their naval base in the Bahamas. He was ready to 
continue on to Jamaica when the war came to an end, and he then helped draw up the 
terms of the treaty. 
 
In 1784, Bernardo de Gálvez was appointed viceroy of New Spain. He moved his family to 
Mexico City. In this role, he became a beloved leader. He came to the city at a time of 
famine and disease. He used not only the resources provided by Spain but also his own 
money to help the people. While viceroy, he had a survey of the Gulf Coast done. The 
mapmaker named the area Bahía de Galvezton after de Gálvez. Today, it is known as 
Galveston. 
 



 
	

	

Gálvez died in 1786 and was buried alongside his father in Mexico’s Church of San 
Fernando. His heart was placed in an urn in the Cathedral of Mexico, the largest cathedral 
in the Western Hemisphere and one that he helped complete. Gálvez’s skill as a military 
leader and his concern for the well-being of his people sealed his legacy as a hero of both 
Spain and the United States. 
 
Explaining What role did Bernardo de Gálvez play in the success of the American 
Revolution?   

 


