
	

	

 
 
 
 
Erasmo Seguín (1782–1857) 
 
Juan José María Erasmo de Jesús Seguín lived nearly all his life in his birthplace of San 
Antonio, Texas. Around 1800, he married María Josefa Becerra, the daughter of a soldier 
stationed in the Spanish presidio that protected the town. One of their children, Juan N. 
Seguín, became famous for his contributions to the Texas Revolution and the Republic of 
Texas. 
 
Erasmo Seguín enjoyed a distinguished but troubled career as an official in Spanish and 
Mexican Texas. In 1807, he was appointed postmaster of San Antonio. Except for the 
period between 1813 and 1822, he held this position until 1835. In 1813, however, he was 
removed from the office. He was suspected of aiding the revolutionaries fighting for 
Mexico’s independence from Spain. Seguín was eventually cleared of these charges and 
returned to his post in 1822.  
 
In 1820, Seguín was elected the first alcalde, or mayor, of San Antonio. The following 
year, the Spanish governor chose him to escort Stephen Austin and the first American 
settlers to their land grant in Texas. After Mexico achieved independence from Spain, 
Seguín represented Texas in his country’s National Congress. There, he pushed 
unsuccessfully to make Texas a state within Mexico.  
 
When the Texas Revolution began in 1835, Seguín was again removed as San Antonio’s 
postmaster. He was then forced to flee to his ranch. From there, he recruited volunteers to 
help drive Mexican forces from San Antonio. He later sent supplies to the Alamo in the 
days leading up to the arrival of General Santa Anna, who intended to retake San Antonio. 
Seguín supplied the Texas army with horses, mules, beef cattle, sheep, and corn from his 
ranch throughout the Revolution. After independence, the Republic of Texas paid Seguín 
about $3,000 for his contributions. 
 



 
	

	

After the Revolution, Seguín devoted himself to rebuilding San Antonio. He also formed a 
new local government. He then returned to his ranch where Anglo rustlers were stealing 
large numbers of his cattle. Persecuted by Anglo newcomers, Seguín refused to emigrate 
to Mexico with his son Juan. Instead, he remained on his ranch, trying to rebuild his 
fortune, until his death in 1857. 
 
Identifying  In what ways did Erasmo Seguín contribute to Texas’s growth under Mexico? 
 


