
	

	

 
 
 
 
José Antonio Navarro (1795–1871) 
 
José Antonio Navarro’s story is one of determination and dedication to Texas. Navarro 
was born in 1795 in San Antonio de Béxar, at that time a part of New Spain. His father 
was from Corsica, an island near Italy. His mother was from a Spanish noble family. 
Navarro was sent from home to Mexico for schooling, but he quickly returned to help 
support his family when his father died. 
 
When rebellion against Spanish rule began, most of Navarro’s family supported the 
rebels. After the Spanish put down the rebellion, his family lost its land. Navarro fled to 
Louisiana. He eventually returned to Texas when Spain agreed not to punish rebel 
supporters. However, all his family’s wealth had been taken. To make a living, Navarro 
traded Texas wild mustangs in Louisiana. This was illegal, and he was arrested in 1819 
and spent two years in jail. However, by 1821, he was home and became mayor of San 
Antonio. 
 
Mexico soon won independence from Spain and encouraged Anglo American settlers to 
colonize Texas. Stephen F. Austin came to Texas at this time, and he and Navarro 
became friends. Eventually, the Mexican government became worried that Anglo 
American settlers would outnumber Tejanos. It tried to limit their numbers. At Austin’s 
urging, Navarro helped craft a law to protect the growth of the colonies. 
 
In 1835, Navarro was elected to represent San Antonio de Béxar at the convention to 
discuss independence. He was one of only three Tejanos to sign the Texas Declaration of 
Independence from Mexico. Navarro also helped write the constitution, ensuring that the 
rights of Tejanos were protected. Navarro then was elected senator.  
 
In 1841, Navarro was sent by President Mirabeau Lamar on the Santa Fe Expedition to 
open trade routes with New Mexico. He was captured and sent to jail in Mexico City for 
four years. However, he managed to escape and returned to Texas a hero.  



 
	

	

 
Texas agreed to be annexed by the United States in 1845. As one of the writers of the 
state constitution, Navarro made sure that Tejanos maintained their right to vote. He then 
served two terms as a state senator. After he retired from politics, Navarro spent time on 
his ranch. He wrote a history of the Tejanos in Texas and the story of San Antonio’s role in 
the struggle for independence.  
 
When he died, all of Texas mourned him. Wrote one newspaper editor, “To none of her 
greatest statesmen nor to her many eminent patriots is Texas more indebted for her 
existence than to José Antonio Navarro.” Navarro County was named in his honor. 
 
Identifying  How did the life and work of José Antonio Navarro help to create the story of 
Texas? Why is it still important today? 


