
	

	

 
 
 
 
José Gutiérrez de Lara (1774–1841) 
 
José Gutiérrez de Lara was born and raised by well-off parents in Texas at a hacienda, 
the Spanish word for “ranch.” His frontier upbringing and the revolutionary ideas in the air 
because of the American Revolution made him fiercely independent. He spent most of his 
life working and fighting to free Texas and all of Mexico from Spain. 
 
As a young adult, Gutiérrez de Lara ran the family hacienda. However, in 1811, he met 
with the leaders of the Mexican revolutionary movement. He offered to give his time, his 
fortune, and, if necessary, his life in the fight for freedom. His offer was quickly accepted. 
Gutiérrez de Lara raised a small army of Texas men and American Indians. After Spain 
scattered his troops, Gutiérrez de Lara was sent to Washington, D.C., to ask for the U.S. 
government’s help in the fight against Spain. 
 
Gutiérrez de Lara’s journey north began in October 1811, and it was an adventure. He 
was chased and then attacked by assassins hired by Spain. He escaped from them but 
nearly froze to death as winter set in while he crossed Tennessee. Finally, four months 
after setting out from Texas, he arrived in Washington, D.C., becoming the first Mexican 
diplomat ever to visit that city. His passion and intelligence seemed to impress everyone 
he encountered, and he was invited to the White House for a meeting with President 
James Madison. However, the Americans would not officially help the rebels against 
Spain. 
 
Gutiérrez de Lara’s journey back to Texas was also eventful. Wanting to avoid the 
overland hardships of his earlier trip, he decided to travel by sea. When he landed in New 
Orleans, Louisiana, he and Augustus Magee formed a small invasion force, the Magee-
Gutiérrez Expedition, and entered Texas. The two leaders, known as filibusters, gathered 
more troops and won several battles against the Spanish as they marched across Texas. 
In April 1813, Gutiérrez proclaimed independence and became president of the 
provisional government. 
 
Unfortunately, Spain reasserted control, and the fighting continued. It was not until 1821, 
when he was no longer in a leadership position, that Gutiérrez de Lara’s dream of 



 
	

	

Mexican independence from Spain became a reality. Gutiérrez de Lara died in Mexico in 
1841. 
 
Identifying How did José Gutiérrez de Lara contribute to the struggle for Mexican 
independence from Spain? 
 
 


