
	

	

 
 
 
 
Juan N. Seguín (1806–1890) 
 
Juan Nepomuceno Seguín was born on October 27, 1806, in San Antonio, Texas. His 
father Erasmo was active in the government and an important figure in Texas society and 
politics. Seguín had little formal education, but was encouraged to read and learn on his 
own. As a boy, he worked with his mother in his father’s post office. 
 
In 1835, Seguín joined a militia to support the Federalist Mexican governor against the 
Centralist opposition. He was appointed captain by Stephen Austin. During the Revolution, 
his company participated in scouting-and-supply operations for the Texas army, and he 
was at the Alamo when Santa Anna’s army arrived. Luckily, he was sent out as a courier, 
which saved his life. He went on to lead the only Tejano unit to fight at the Battle of San 
Jacinto. He accepted the Mexican surrender at San Antonio and served as military 
commander there. He also oversaw the burial of the Alamo dead.  
 
In 1837, he was elected to the Texas Senate—the only Tejano to achieve this honor. He 
was concerned about the rights of Tejanos and their ability to understand the new laws of 
the Republic. He pushed for the laws to be printed in Spanish.  
 
In 1840, Seguín joined General Antonio Canales, a Federalist, in an attempt to fight the 
Centralist government of Mexico. Seguín mortgaged his property to support the effort, but 
Canales gave up. When Seguín returned to San Antonio, he was elected mayor. The 
position brought great challenges. There was tension between the Anglo settlers and the 
Tejanos. Personally, Seguín also faced serious financial problems. 
 
In 1842, Seguín warned President Sam Houston about a Mexican attack on San Antonio, 
but Houston did not send help. Seguín and most Tejanos left the city when Mexican 
troops did arrive. When the fighting was over, Anglo settlers labeled Seguín a traitor, and 
he fled to Mexico.  
 



 
	

	

Seguín spent the next six years in Mexico. During this time, he claims he was forced to 
take part in another Mexican invasion and also to fight U.S. troops during the U.S.-
Mexican War.  
 
However, when that war ended, Seguín returned to Texas. He became a rancher, was 
involved in local politics, and again held public office, including a judgeship. He retired to 
Nuevo Laredo in Mexico and died there in 1890. In 1976, his remains were returned to 
Texas and buried in the town of Seguin, which was named for him.  
 
Explaining Why was Seguín’s role in the Texas Revolution unique? 
 
 


