
	

	

 
 
 
 
Lorenzo de Zavala (1788-1836) 
 
No matter where he lived, Lorenzo de Zavala was a leader who believed in democracy. In 
both Mexico and Texas, he worked hard to put this belief into action. 
 
Manuel Lorenzo Justiniano de Zavala y Sáenz was born in 1788 in Mexico, the middle 
child in a large family. Zavala received a good education. When he graduated in 1807, he 
founded the first newspaper in the Yucatán.  
 
At that time, Mexico was under Spanish rule. Zavala favored democratic reforms. He 
wrote many articles to promote his ideas. In 1814, the Spanish government sent Zavala to 
prison for three years for his ideas. 
 
In 1821, Mexico became independent from Spain. In 1822 and 1824, Zavala joined the 
Mexican congress. He worked to help write a constitution and set up a democratic 
government for Mexico. Zavala stayed active in this new government for the next ten 
years. He served in the Mexican Senate, and then he became governor of the state of 
Mexico and served as secretary of the treasury. In 1834, the Mexican president, Santa 
Anna, appointed Zavala to represent Mexico in France.  
 
While Zavala was in Paris, he learned that Santa Anna had taken control of the Mexican 
government as a dictator. Zavala stayed true to his democratic values. He resigned from 
his position and spoke out against Santa Anna. Santa Anna ordered Zavala to return to 
Mexico, but Zavala refused. Instead, he made his way to Texas. 
 
Zavala got involved in Texas politics right away. He wrote articles encouraging Texans to 
support a revolution. First, he tried to get Texas and all of Mexico to rebel against Santa 
Anna. This plan did not work, so Zavala decided Texas should not be part of Mexico any 
more. On March 3, 1836, he signed the Texas Declaration of Independence. In the next 
few weeks, he helped write a constitution for the Republic of Texas. Other Texas leaders 



 
	

	

respected his work. They elected him unanimously to be the first vice president of the 
Republic. 
 
Later that year, a new government was established, and Zavala resigned his position. 
Mirabeau Lamar, the new vice president, had many words of praise for Zavala. He 
described Zavala as a “friend of liberal principles of free government” and “a gentleman, a 
patriot, a scholar and one who loves his fellow man.” 
 
Explaining Explain the role Zavala played in establishing the Republic of Texas during 
the Texas Revolution. 
 


