
	

	

 
 
 
 
Raul A. Gonzalez Jr. (born 1940) 
 
Raul A. Gonzalez Jr., was the first Hispanic appointed or elected to statewide office in 
Texas. He was born in Weslaco, a small Texas town in the Rio Grande valley. 
 
Gonzalez was the second of five children. His parents were migrant workers who had 
come from Mexico. As a child, Gonzalez worked alongside his family—parents, 
grandparents, aunts, and uncles—in the fields picking cotton, tomatoes, onions, and 
cabbage. “I have fond memories…of being out in the fields when they were out in the 
fields,” he says. “We would get up at 5:30 in the morning, and a truck would pick us up….” 
 
However, education was the most important thing in Gonzalez’s childhood. He recalls, “My 
Mom planted in all our heads that if we were ever going to break that cycle of poverty, it 
was going to be through education.” 
 
Gonzalez graduated from Weslaco High School in 1959. That summer, his mother sent 
him to California to find work. He became a champion apricot picker, and he also made 
boxes for shipping tomatoes. At night, he slept on a cardboard box in the attic of the 
packing shed near some railroad tracks. “I think the valuable lessons that were taught me 
were…the hard work ethic, responsibility, and a fierce drive to succeed,” he says. 
 
That fall, Gonzalez enrolled at the University of Texas. While there, he joined the Texas 
Young Democrats and became involved with the civil rights movement. After earning a 
B.A. in government, Gonzalez went on to get a law degree at the University of Houston. 
He also married a childhood friend, Dora Champion. They became the parents of four 
children. 
 
During his career, Gonzalez worked as an attorney in both the public and private sectors. 
In 1978, he was appointed to his first judgeship. In 1984, he became the first Hispanic 



 
	

	

member of the Texas Supreme Court. He also continued his education, earning a Master 
of Laws from the University of Virginia in 1986. 
 
Gonzalez served on the Texas Supreme Court until 1998, when he retired. Over the 
years, he received numerous awards for his work. An elementary school in his hometown 
is named for him. He and his wife are active in their church, in educational programs, and 
in their community. 
 
Identifying  What contribution has Gonzalez made as a leader in Texas? 


