
Students using Prentice Hall
Mathematics Online Intervention
System improve test scores 
by up to 20 percentile points,
independent research confirms

Results of a recent randomized control trial of ninth grade urban-fringe 

students using Prentice Hall Mathematics Online Intervention System

(MOIS) for Algebra 1 showed users of the program achieved significant

gains in pre- to post-implementation test scores. The MOIS product,

available for grade 6 through Algebra 1, includes tools for assessment,

remediation, and reporting of student results. Users of the Algebra 1

MOIS and the accompanying online Interactive Text outperformed their

non-user counterparts by 20 percentile points.

The study, conducted by an independent educational research firm,

Gatti Evaluation, Inc. in Pittsburgh, PA, was conducted in two phases

and is part of a multi-year research effort. The trial was one of

many that have been commissioned by the publisher to evaluate

the effectiveness of their 6-12 educational materials across 

disciplines and grade levels.

Teachers attributed the successes of MOIS and an accompanying online Interactive Text to their ease of use and 

effectiveness as both formative assessment tools as well as interactive teaching and remediation resources.

Gatti Evaluation has released its findings regarding the Algebra 1 MOIS, which include:

• Use of the program has been shown to both statistically and practically significantly increase algebraic 
achievement scores.

• Students performing below grade level can master the skills and knowledge needed to perform at grade level after 
proper implementation of the program.

• The program is effective with a variety of student populations including urban-fringe students with diverse 
algebraic skills

The study design was in compliance with the What Works Clearinghouse (WWC) criteria to ensure the accuracy and fidelity

of the outcomes.The WWC is the Federal agency established in 2002 to provide the educational community and the public

with a trusted source of scientific evidence of what works in education.



Executive Research Summary

Background
Gatti Evaluation, Inc., an independent research firm that designs and performs evaluations of the effects of educational pro-

grams on student performance, was retained to evaluate the impact of the MOIS and accompanying online Interactive Text on

student performance.

Study Design
Commencing in fall 2004, a randomized control study was conducted in Pennsylvania to examine longitudinal test results of

urban-fringe Algebra 1 students. The study teachers received training in the proper use of the online curriculum and then

administered an assessment of algebra readiness.The study was conducted in two phases to ensure accuracy and consistency of

results. Algebra achievement was assessed for content covered at the end of both phases.

Goals 
The main goal of the study was to quantify the comparative impact of MOIS on student achievement for ninth grade students.

The results may be used to answer critical questions for potential users such as:

Do below grade level algebra students with varying degrees of algebraic skills demonstrate higher skill mastery and achieve-

ment after implementation of the program?

Results 
Users of MOIS and accompanying online Interactive Text outperformed their non-user counterparts by 20 percentile points

across the content from five chapters.

Pearson Prentice Hall mathematics programs are backed by rigorous, independent research 
that supports their effectiveness in today’s classrooms.

Visit PHSchool.com/Research for the full report and additional research in support of the Mathematics Online 
Intervention System.

Note that in 2004, Pearson Prentice Hall also commissioned a study by Wisconsin Center for Educational Research and Gatti

Evaluation to ensure the quality and alignment to state standards of the mathematics benchmark tests included in the MOIS

product for grade 6 through Algebra 1.


